Rats Rule!

By Emily Schoff


     Rats are very fascinating creatures.  They are often misunderstood because of their looks and reputation.  Domesticated rats actually make wonderful pets.  They are very smart, kind, clean and playful.  I highly recommend having domesticated rats as a family pet.
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     The scientific name for the rat is “Rattus Norvigicus”.  There are many different types of rats.  The brown rat, also known as the Norway rat, is wild and carries germs and diseases.  It was responsible for the Black Plague in London, which occurred in the 1600s. Brown rats are the biggest pests and most aggressive in the rat family.  Lab rats are used for scientific experiments but are also kept as pets.  Domesticated Fancy rats are the most common type of pet rat.  The types of fancy rats are standard, rex, tailless, hairless, satin and dumbo.  They come in many different colors: beige, black, blue, champagne, chocolate, lilac, mink and white.  

     The rat species has the fastest breeding cycle.  The female rat attracts many male rats when she sprays her scent.  She chooses which male she wants to be the father, makes a nest and then gives birth after three weeks of pregnancy.  A rat can have anywhere from six to twenty baby rats, called kits, in one birth. At three weeks of age the kits are weaned and can mate when they are three months old.

     Rats can and do eat just about anything.  For example, they are both meat and plant eaters, which makes them omnivores.  Some of their favorite foods are cereal, nuts, noodles, vegetables and popcorn.  You should also feed your pet rats blueberries because studies have shown that they prevent cancer and tumors in female rats.  Be sure to get a heavier food dish so your rat can't tip it over.  Rats need plenty of fresh water and make sure to use a water bottle instead of a bowl because it’s cleaner.
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    There are many things you can do to satisfy or interest your rat.  You should have at least two rats of the same sex in one cage because rats are very social animals and they enjoy and need each other’s company.  You need to play with your rat for at least one-hour everyday.  They love things that they can hide in and climb on, like PVC pipes, rocks or little houses.  They also like wheels, ropes, bells and wood.  The wood is important for them to chew on and it keeps their teeth healthy.

     Rats have a narrow snout, hand shaped paws with sharp claws used to grasp food and a long, rough tail that they use for balance.  They can have different colored eyes such as pink, red, black
 or brown but their vision is very poor.  Their skeleton is made to displace bones so they can fit through small places.

     The rat is not a very common pet in the family household because of its looks and reputation.  But if people knew how smart, friendly and clean they actually are, they may change their minds about owning this adorable pocket pet. 
