





	Three generations of family are participating in Peach Festival Car Show and Cruise
Raders will enter 1939 coupe, 1975 sports car and 1984 pickup into event.

By EDWARD MANDEL II - Staff Writer

Gary Rader and his son, Brad, owe their love of restoring classic vehicles to Gary's father, Bill.

Bill started the ignition in 1975 on a hobby that spans generations in the Rader family, when he bought a 1939 Ford Coupe for Gary, who was 16 years old at the time.

"We took it down to the bare metal, took all the paint off it," said Gary, who lives in Washington Township. "We replaced quite a bit of sheet metal on it and (Bill's) friend painted it for us."

The coupe, which will make its third appearance in the Michigan Peach Festival Car Show and Cruise on Sept. 5, boasts a 1965 Mustang engine under the hood.

Also appearing in the show at the Ford Romeo Engine Plant will be a 1984 Dodge Ram pickup owned by Brad, 19, who lives with his family in Washington Township, and Bill's 1975 Corvette.

Bill, who alternated between racing a 1955 Chevy and 1957 Ford Fairlane from 1955-58 at the Motor City Dragway in New Baltimore, had a hidden motive when he bought the Ford coupe.

"Him getting me started (was) about keeping me out of trouble," Gary said. "When I was 14 we bought a commercial van from a buddy of mine. We (modified the van with a) custom interior, fancy wheels, flared fenders, new paint."

"He always took me to car shows, so it's been in my blood all my life," Gary said.

Brad started helping his father restore vehicles at an early age.

"I always helped even when I was little," Brad said. "He had me go and get tools and stuff, and so I slowly started helping him."

Last year, Brad finished rebuilding the coupe's engine for his father, after they both started the project.

Brad said the coupe was in the Autorama in Detroit from 1983-85, where it took second place all three years in the "Custom Rod Coupe" category.

The coupe and Bill's Corvette this summer won awards in the "Street Rod" category and "Stock 1970-79" category, respectively, at a competition in Ray Township.

All three vehicles being entered into the 2004 Peach Festival Car Show and Cruise have custom dual exhaust, a cool feature according to Brad because it greatly increases the sound of the engine.

Brad, who also owns a 1979 Power Ram 150 Custom SE and plans to restore a 1955 Chevy pickup, has owned his 1984 Dodge Ram truck for four years.

The vehicle will make its fourth appearance in the Peach Festival Car Show and Cruise.

The Dodge Ram, which has a 318-cubic-inch engine, was owned by Bill until he gave it to Brad for his 16th birthday.

"Just driving it," is the best part of owning the vehicle, Brad said. "When you work on it, it's fun."

"It's relaxing to take them apart and just to work on them," said Gary, explaining why he enjoys owning a classic vehicle. "You can't rush, because then it's not enjoyable."

Gary said working on a vehicle creates an environment where, "You just kind of lose yourself and forget about everything else going on."

Bill, who lives in Fraser, uses his love of restoring classic vehicles to help him cope with the death of his wife, Judy, to whom he was married for 45 years before she lost her battle with cancer two years ago.

"It keeps me busy," said Bill, who reacquired the Corvette two years ago when he bought it back from a friend he sold it to 20 years ago.

Since then, Bill has restored the interior of the sports car, installed new brakes and tires, and given the body a new coat of paint.

The Corvette, along with Brad's 1984 Dodge Ram, has appeared in the "Cruising Gratiot" event on multiple occasions.


