Background:  Last week we saw the death of Stephan was observed by Saul.  Saul later became Paul when he began to follow Christ.  He went from having a complete hatred of the Church to become one of its biggest leaders.  We’ll learn more about how that happened later, but today we’ll cover how anyone can come to stand before God.  The author of both Romans and Ephesians is Paul.

Readings: Romans 3:20-24, Ephesians 2:5-9  Again, I strongly recommend reading the entire passages first, then continue w/ the notes.

Romans:

v.20- No one will be declared righteous by observing the law.  This is a big statement coming from a former Pharisee.  The Pharisees believe strongly in observing the Law down to the letter.  For them the Law is Righteousness.  But Paul now says no one will be declared holy by following the law.  He says that isn’t the Law’s purpose, rather it exist so we become aware of what sin is.

So then, how is one declared holy?  We have a problem as defined in v. 23:

v. 23- All of us sin.  If we sin we cannot be holy.  God alone is free of sin, but to enter into God’s presence we also need to be free of sin.  We cannot enter into His presence w/ Sin on us as His holiness will not allow it.  Do you know what sin is?  Are there things you’re unsure about?  If you don’t know what sin is, how can you be sure whether or not you’re doing it? How, then, are we allowed to enter into heaven?

God has given us a standard to judge ourselves against.  Look for it in v. 21:

v.21- A righteousness to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  God’s Law is our standard.  It tells us what is acceptable and what isn’t.  The prophets also testify, as they are examples of living out the Law.  To live a holy life, one must follow God’s Law.  Ah, but that brings us back to v.20 which states that no one will be declared righteous by observing the law.  Has God played some cruel joke on us?  Has he shown us what holy living is, only to deny it to us?  No, but WE have certainly made it hard for ourselves.  We know that we must be free of sin to enter into God’s presence, to know how to avoid sin we must examine God’s Law, and that even if we follow God’s Law as best we can we will still sin and fall short of the glory of God.

How then do we escape this cycle?  God has provided a remedy in v.24:

v.24- Grace.  Grace is an undeserved favor.  God shows us grace by taking away the sin that we cannot help but commit.  He loves us and wants us to be w/ Him, so he provided this solution.  And that grace comes from Jesus Christ.  We must accept that grace if we hope to enter into God’s presence, and so we must accept Jesus to get that grace.  Jesus alone was sinless.  He alone died without committing a single sin.  But He takes our sin onto Himself.  He actually takes our sin, as if we never did it, and accepts the punishment for it.  Sin must be punished, but Jesus takes that from us upon Himself.  That is God’s grace.  And that is the ONLY way we can come to stand before God, for there is no other way to be free from sin.

