Of the activities, interests and experiences listed previously, which is the most meaningful to you and why ?

My three consecutive summers at camp Kawanhee in Maine represent my most important extracurricular experience. What really excited me when I first came to this place was the great variety of sports that I could play, some of which I had never even tried before. I earned great satisfaction by being the winner of the wrestling tournament in my category, which made me discover that I could succeed in a sport which I did not know anything about. A lot of new opportunities were therefore opened to me, and not only in sports, but also in social relations. One of the reasons that made me want to go back for two other summers was the spirit of friendship and solidarity between me and campers as well as fellow counselors. Being a counselor naturally gave me responsibilities towards the community. I was designated as the leader of a group of campers, keeping control of their everyday needs and duties. By becoming a camp counselor, I earned the experience of taking care of the campers, teaching them sports, and organizing events such as the volleyball tournament.

Sharing intellectual interests is an important aspect of university life. Describe an experience or idea that you find intellectually exciting and explain why.

My enthusiasm for science really began in 10th grade. I started to become more curious and since then, I have never been satisfied with what I just learn from books, so I have always been eager to go into deep discussions with my teachers. I particularly enjoy talking with my physics teacher about anything that requires going beyond what can be imagined. Indeed, I continuously try to approach the limits of the capacity of human perception, trying to visualize infinitely small objects and light-year distances, or the numerous reactions that can take place in a human body in a second. Such mental exercise often plunges me into philosophical thoughts, and my mind gets through an intricate maze. Since the beginning of this year, I felt the will to increase my knowledge outside school. In the magazine to which I subscribe, I recently discovered an article about dark holes, which contained captivating information. Reading this type of article opens my mind more than anything else, feeds my imagination, and makes me experience daydreams about the universe.

Relate a personal experience that reveals something about you to your future college roommate.
A few weeks ago, in my mathematics class, the teacher asked us to solve a problem, requiring knowledge in geometry which we were not yet very familiar with. My two Chinese friends thought that they had found the answer to it, but I was convinced that it was only a particular case: the ultimate solution to the problem included more possibilities, and needed to be generalized. I tried to convince them by drawing schemes, but it did not prove to be enough. The evening after this debate, I was determined to bring proof to my idea, and after one hour of thoughtful work along with four pages of research, I came up with a theorem which is not included in our program, and gave it to my friends. They could only accept that I was right after reading my work, and I believe that this experience shows my perseverance, especially in discussions in which I am particularly interested. I would be delighted to have such a dialogue with my roommate, and the fact that I kindly welcomed few corrections on my work by my friend show that I enjoy refuting as much as being refuted.

