Ramin Farhangi

a. We know you lead a busy life, full of activities, many of which are required for you. Tell us about one activity you pursued for the pleasure of it.

My three consecutive summers at camp Kawanhee in Maine represent one of my most important extracurricular experience. What really excited me when I first came to this place was the great variety of sports that I could play, some of which I had never even tried before, such as Wrestling or Riflery. Being a counselor naturally gave me responsibilities towards the community. I was designated as the leader of a group of campers, keeping control of their everyday needs and duties. This work gave me pleasure because while I could enjoy playing my favourite sports, I also earned great satisfaction by making my campers enjoy their summer.
b. Although you may not yet know what you want to major in, which department or program at MIT appeals to you and why ?

I intend to enroll at an engineering school in order to fully explore my aptitudes and knowledge in mathematics and physics. Not only do I daily experience science by reading the magazine “Science & Vie” (Science and Life), but I consider it as my main priority in my work at school. Even though I have not yet chosen my precise and ultimate major, my interests for certain topics in physics and my passion for mathematics would most probably lead me to study electrical and computer engineering. Furthermore, this field is extremely important in MIT and I truly look forward to using all the available equipment, and to being in contact with so many experts in such a university.
c. What personal characteristics do you value in yourself ? What characteristics do others most value in you ?

My friends often tell me that I am a good listener, probably because I usually laugh at their jokes, and personally, I think that my listening to others is particularly true in class and in sports practices, because I fully concentrate on lectures or instructions in order to assimilate and improve. Furthermore, I think that my friends appreciate my prefering team work and improvement of the whole community over complete autonomy and selfish success, when I help them in a math homework for example. However, I believe that there is always some inevitable selfishness in success, which sometimes becomes exclusively my own when competition takes place.
