What you do in the classroom defines only a part of who you are. How do you spend your time when you are not in class or studying? Focus on one activity, two at the most, and discuss what you have gained from your involvement.

When I get back from school and open the door of my room, my instinct leads me to the piano, a unique way in order to relax and renew my thoughts. My passion for this instrument started to grow at the age of eleven, when I suddenly decided to ask my parents to find a teacher. Since then, I have been improving very quickly, and today, I am proud of my varied repertoire, which includes classical and modern, as well as the two songs that I composed. I did not join a band, because I consider playing the piano as a personal way of expressing myself, rather than accompanying another instrument or a voice. Fortunately, I did not need a band to get to share experiences with an audience, which I do once a year, when my teacher organizes a concert for all her pupils. I usually have a central part, and I earn great satisfaction in being praised and applauded for my achievement. 

I believe that an artistic experience always enriches one’s perceptions and abilities. In my case, it has improved the technical coordination in my hands, my sense of rhythm, and my understanding of a melody. More importantly, it includes exploring my creativity : my continuous goal is to produce nuances and details, which give a subtlety that really makes a difference in terms of artistic expression. Playing the piano is my way to seek beauty; I truly think that my involvement in this activity has given me a certain sensitivity to classical music, and has brought a strong element to my personality. Indeed, before the introduction of a piano in my life, I did not have any real interaction with art, which I see today as a useless though certainly indispensable part of my life.

The best way to express how I feel about music is to relate, for example, my personal thought every time I play Beethoven’s famous Moonlight sonata. In such moments, birth is given to an interactive relation between the song and me. I create music while music produces an effect on me ; it changes my state of mind, creates emotions, and in extreme cases, gives place to physical reactions in my body. Such feelings usually take place whenever I imagine a scene or a particular setting while I play. As far as the Moonlight sonata is concerned, I often visualize a little boy who escapes his home in the middle of the night, walks throughout the country, finds a pond, and lies down with the back of his head in contact with the cold water, while watching a sky filled with millions of stars. When this daydream is accompanied by my own music, when the movement of my fingers is coordinated with the twinkling of the stars, I nervously start to shudder, and my eyes get filled with tears. 

Can words explain how I feel this music ? Is there a scientific explanation to my quivering and to my getting emotional ? Even though there probably is, I like to think that this feeling is simply mystical and ineffable. The relation between the little boy and the Moonlight sonata is just an example. Thousands of other possible scenes can be imagined : it only depends on how the artist interprets and feels about the song. What remains truly important about such an experience is that for a moment, I so imagined myself as the little boy as to be able to describe him and his environment in the most precise detail : how he was dressed – thin white night gown, how his parents treated him – they continuously beat him, where he lived – in a farm next to the forest, and so on. However useless these mere details can seem to be, I consider them as witnesses of how far in creativity and interpretation a melody has been able to take me. It can obviously be understood what my involvement in piano has fundamentally brought to me : simply pure pleasure. When my sensitivity as an artist grew so as to give me the possibility to renew such an experience whenever I wanted to, I just realized how beautiful life could be.

Additional information about myself

Cultural background and languages spoken

Application for universities do not ask about the candidate’s cultural background and the number of languages he speaks, and I believe that these are important elements as they help to fully understand his personality. In my case, being born in Paris and having Iranian parents gave me the advantage of living in a multicultural atmosphere. I experience an Iranian culture at home, which includes a specific types of social relations, education, food, and language, and on the same day, I interact with French systems and people outside school.

My childhood was rich in learning different languages, and today, I speak four of them. When I was about eight, I already spoke Persian and French fluently, and I started adding English to my list. The best way to learn this language quickly was to go to the “Ecole Active Bilingue Jeannine Manuel”, because it includes many classes like history/geography and sciences in English. This school also gave me a top quality education in Spanish, and which I intend to keep studying during my years in college, as it is a language that can certainly be useful in the future.

My summer experience at camp Kawanhee

My three consecutive summers at camp Kawanhee in Maine represent my most important extracurricular experience. What really excited me when I first came to this place was the great variety of sports that I could play, some of which I had never even tried before. I earned great satisfaction by being the winner of the wrestling tournament in my category, which made me discover that I could succeed in a sport which I did not know anything about. A lot of new opportunities were therefore opened to me, and not only in sports, but also in social relations. One of the reasons that made me want to go back for two other summers was the spirit of friendship and solidarity between me and campers as well as fellow counselors. Being a counselor naturally gave me responsibilities towards the community. I was designated as the leader of a group of campers, keeping control of their everyday needs and duties. By becoming a camp counselor, I earned the experience of taking care of the campers, teaching them sports, and organizing events such as the volleyball tournament.

Intellectual interests

My enthusiasm for science really started in 10th grade. I started to become more curious and since then, I have never been satisfied with what I just learn from books, so I have always been eager to go into deep discussions with my teachers. I also began to understand the true use of my knowledge. For example, in geology, I never linked discoveries about the earth with seismology until 11th grade, when I learned how scientists use seismic measurements to determine the composition of the earth, which I think is far more exciting.
Another main reason for my interest in science comes from my reading about recent amazing discoveries. The scientific magazine to which I subscribe helps me to fully understand the latest improvements in astronomy, genetics, computers… Reading about this opens my mind more than anything else, and sometimes even leads me into daydreams about the universe, humanity, and my own existence.

Reasons for choosing an engineering school

My ambition to become an engineer led me to choose the scientific section of the French baccalaureate, where I knew that my main academic effort would be focused on mathematics and physics. This does not mean that it neglects arts and humanities courses such as philosophy, history, geography, and languages. The school of engineering requires a high level in scientific subjects, and the program my school offers gives me the opportunity to explore them in depth. Studying in these classes opens my mind and reinforces my analytical reasoning, which makes me a good candidate for an engineering school. Even though I have not yet chosen my precise and ultimate major, my interests for certain topics in physics and mathematics would probably lead me to study electrical and computer engineering.

Most notable award

The awards for which I can feel proud of are the ones given by my school for my great academic achievement each year. At the end of my freshman, sophomore, and junior year, I received what is called a “diplôme d’excellence”, which is given to only 18 students in a class of 140. At the end of my sophomore year, my diploma was accompanied by a scholarship, which is given to only 5 students. I believe that my being responsible is one of the major reasons for my academic success. This includes doing my homework without procrastinating, as well as taking my duties as a student seriously. What also greatly helped me to achieve this success is my concentration in class. I feel that I usually focus completely on my teacher’s lectures, and even an alien invasion could hardly grab my attention in such moments.

