Describe how you, as a student, are a good match with us as a learning community. How will your individual characteristics lead you to make a contribution to our campus?

As an eighteen year old student, I believe that I can feel proud of the various enriching experiences that I have had in life and which I can share with a new community. Being an international applicant from France naturally gives me the ability to share my first language with a group of American students who would be eager to learn French. One of my goals is to become a French native speaker, to live in a dormitory with students who are learning this language, and to hold the responsibility of developping their oral skills by having daily conversations with them.
I would also like to contribute to the community as a Resident Advisor. Indeed, my friends often tell me that I am able to handle responsibilities and that as their class president, I have always fulfilled their expectations. Acting as an intermediate between students, teachers, and administration consisted in transmitting messages, as well as in participating in reunions and councils with deans and teachers. Becoming an RA will give me the opportunity to pursue my development of social, communication, and leadership skills.
What my classmates also find very pleasing is my interest in teamwork. Indeed, whereas competition and individualism are common in my school and in French schools in general, mmy personal point of view is in favor of cooperation, teamwork, and exchange. In fields such as mathematics, physics, chemestry, biology, and history, where I am particularly successful, not only do I directly help my friends on the phone when they are stuck on a problem, but I build summaries of lessons, which I publish on my personnal website (with over 800 connections since October) for them to revise before an exam. My website is definitely one of the creations which I can be really proud of this year, and I just get the feeling that I have produced something usefull when my classmates congratulate me for it.
My three consecutive summers as a junior counsellor in Camp Kawanhee in Maine were truly excellent. Not only did I enjoy the practice of many sports that I had never tried before, but I sincerely learned how to live in an American community, with which I quickly felt in harmony. After only a season, I had improved so much as a counsellor and simply as a Volleyball player that I was really eager to go back the next year, and to give to campers the education which I had received. Being the youngest staff member in Volleyball did not prevent me to give my best contribution to the department because I was really motivated. I handled the organization of the in-camp tournament, was a referee for many games, and ran practices with all the energy I could provide. 

I also explore my passion for sports at home : this year, I decided to participate in a Volleyball team, as well as to seriously practice tennis in a club and to compete in tournaments. Since November, I won two games, which already gives me a theoretical national ranking that will be officialized during the summer. As long as Volleyball is concerned, my team is still competing in the regional tournament, and we believe that we can still improve further on. I would be delighted to continue to practice the above sports at the University of Texas ; I look forward to participating in the organization of sports events, or even to playing on the Volleyball or Tennis team if I get admitted after try-outs.
While I am writing this essay, I am realizing how much experience I have been gaining in my life in different communities as a French student, a class president, a sports’ club member, and a camp counsellor. I admit that I am sincerely satisfied about this, and that I can not wait to share my knowledge and skills with a new learning community.
