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Personal assessment

My cultural background and my ambitions for the future


I believe that the four languages which I can speak have a great value and can open many doors for me in the future. Being born in Paris and having Iranian parents naturally gave me the opportunity of living in a multicultural atmosphere. I experience an Iranian culture at home, which includes warm social relations, traditional food, and a specific language and alphabet, while I interact with French systems and people outside of my home. My childhood became even richer in learning languages when I started English in 4th grade and Spanish in 6th grade. My efficiency in learning English increased remarkably when I enrolled at the EABJM, a bilingual school in Paris, which teaches science, history, and geography in English until 10th grade. This school also gave me a high quality education in Spanish, which I intend to continue in College as an elective course.

Last year, I made the ultimate and irreversible decision of coming to study in the United States. The major reason that could possibly have held me back is the complete change of environment and life routine that I will undergo. I have been living in Paris with my family since I was born, and being close to my parents has always been one of my major values. Furthermore, I have always enjoyed my life in Paris and have developed a certain attachment to its culture. Leaving my hometown, family, and old friends for a new land, culture, and social life on the other side of the Atlantic can sometimes seem worrying, but quite challenging and exciting at the same time. Indeed, I am already enthusiastic about my future life in a campus where many people from different cultural backgrounds and various fields of interests gather in a community.


The major reason that motivated me to make this decision is that I see more advantages in an American educational system than in a French one. When I compare the application processes of both systems, I already see how American universities like the University of Michigan want to know me as a person with his unique traits, whereas in France, I am only considered as a series of grade averages. This also reflects the difference in spirit between the two systems : by applying to UM, I look forward to living in a spirit of team work and solidarity rather than in an atmosphere of competition. Moreover, in the United States, I will enjoy the variety of electives which I can choose and the ability to change my mind about my major with flexibility.
After getting a degree of Bachelor of Science and of Masters of Engineering in a certain field, I first aspire to become a specialist, and make my skill useful to a company. I will maybe have the opportunity to travel and discover new cultures like my cousin, whose experience serves as an example for me to follow. He started his carrier as a petroleum engineer in Scotland after his graduate studies, and afterwards, his company promoted him, giving him higher responsibilities in gas fields in Algeria. His ability to speak English, French, and Arabic, as well as his openness and motivation to work in new environments greatly helped him to be promoted in his field. My father is a businessman involved in international trading of chemicals and plastics, and I must admit that I envy his professional life. In fact, after having had a few years of experience as an engineer, my intention is to continue my graduate studies in a business school in order to get an MBA. Indeed, my ambition in the long term is using my personal initiative, creating and managing my own company, and eventually designing and launching a new product.

