Ramïn Farhangi

What are some of your most notable awards, honors, or achievements in academic or extracurricular areas ?

The awards for which I can feel proud of are the ones given by my school for my great academic achievement each year. At the end of my freshman, sophomore, and junior year, I received what is called a “diplôme d’excellence”, which is given to only 18 students in a class of 140. At the end of my sophomore year, my diploma was accompanied by a scholarship, which is given to only 5 students. I believe that my being responsible is one of the major reasons for my academic success. This includes doing my homework without procrastinating, as well as taking my duties as a student seriously. What also greatly helped me to achieve this success is my concentration in class. I feel that I usually focus completely on my teacher’s lectures, and even an alien invasion could hardly grab my attention in such moments.

Another great achievement that has no real proof on paper is the level of piano I acquired. Under my teacher’s guidance, I have learned anything from classical to modern piano. When I was still a beginner, my teacher said that she had never had a pupil who improved as quickly as I did. Each year, my teacher organizes a concert where all her pupils play, and I earned great satisfaction in being praised by the audience for my progress. Today, I have six years of experience, and I am truly proud of the songs I compose, the ones I have learned throughout this time, and the passion that has grown inside me for this instrument.

Take a look at your list of activities and work experience above. Please tell about the one you value the most and why.

My three consecutive summers at camp Kawanhee in Maine represent my most important extracurricular experience. What really excited me when I first came to this place was the great variety of sports that I could play, some of which I had never even tried before. It was the first time that I received so many awards for being a champion at volleyball, tennis, and basketball. I earned a lot of personal satisfaction by being the winner of the wrestling tournament in my weight category, which made me discover that I was not as physically weak as I had thought, and that I could succeed in a sport which I did not know anything about. 

A lot of new opportunities were therefore opened to me during my first summer there, and not only in sports, but also in social relations. One of the reasons that made me want to go back for two other summers was the spirit of friendship and solidarity between me and campers as well as fellow counselors. Being a counselor naturally gave me responsibilities that I fortunately managed well. It was the first time that my job in a community was to be the leader of a group of campers. It was my duty to make sure that my campers enjoyed their summer as much as possible and achieved their goals, while keeping control of their everyday needs and duties. By becoming a camp counselor, I earned the experience of taking care of campers, teaching them sports, and organizing events such as the volleyball tournament.

