Ramin Farhangi

Describe your intellectual interests, their evolution, and what makes them exciting to you.

My enthusiasm for science really started in 10th grade. I started to become more curious and since then, I have never been satisfied with what I just learn from books, so I have always been eager to go into deep discussions with my teachers. I also began to understand the true use of my knowledge. For example, in geology, I never linked discoveries about the earth with seismology until 11th grade, when I learned how scientists use seismic measurements to determine the composition of the earth, which I think is far more exciting.

Also, I found the strengthening links between my different science classes captivating. More specifically, I was always interested in applying abstract theories learned in mathematics into the more down-to-earth domain of physics : using my knowledge in trigonometry and vectors to analyse forces, for example.

I find experiments in my school’s laboratories always fascinating, especially in chemistry. When I make measurements, draw a graph, and get to conclusions about a specific chemical reaction, I earn a certain personal satisfaction. I am even sometimes impressed by the deepness to which my analytical thinking can take me.

Another main reason for my interest in science comes from my reading about recent amazing discoveries. The scientific magazine to which I subscribe helps me to fully understand the latest improvements in astronomy, genetics, computers… Reading about this opens my mind more than anything else, and sometimes even leads me into daydreams about the universe, humanity, and my own existence.

Consider the academic programs in the school/college you indicated above. How will you utilize them to further explore your intended major or field of interest ?


My ambition to become an engineer led me to choose the scientific section of the French baccalaureate, where I knew that my main academic effort would be focused on mathematics and physics. This does not mean that it neglects arts and humanities courses such as philosophy, history, geography, and languages. The school of engineering requires a high level in scientific subjects, and the program my school offers gives me the opportunity to explore them in depth. Studying in these classes opens my mind and reinforces my analytical reasoning, which makes me a good candidate for an engineering school. Even though I have not yet chosen my precise and ultimate major, my interests for certain topics in physics and my passion for mathematics would probably lead me to study electrical and computer engineering.

My academic program also includes an interesting class called TPE, a scientific independent study project. It includes working in teams of three people and researching about a scientific topic which is not included in what we study in the program. Therefore, in this class, I am required to be creative, hard working, resourceful, and also to be able to make a speech. Indeed, my team’s project has to be presented orally in front of the class after Christmas holidays. I strongly believe that this course already brings me an idea of a professional scientific researcher’s work, and indeed prepares me well for studying in an engineering school.

