Dear Virginia,

This detailed write up VERY different from what I sent you earlier which was incomplete and a draft.Yes I would suggest that an additional two sub-sites be also opened -

A:What other people of different Nations, religions , etc have to say on Joan and 

B: their personal experiences of Joan of Arc.

Happy reading.PLEASE READ VERY CAREFULLY TO ENJOY THE OPINION OF A PERSON ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE GLOBE AND OF THE MOST ANCIENT RELIGION KNOWN TO MANKIND -HINDUISM.

Your valued comments are invited ,please. I may send it for publishing in India.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

A Hindu on Jehanne

Hinduism, the oldest of the great religions existing today alongwith Buddhism are the gift of India to the world. The objective of all religions is one- salvation, ultimate realisation and the spiritual progress of mankind. Religions can be compared to various paths up a mountain summit. While the paths may be different the view from the summit is the same provided you reach there. Religious leaders have always proclaimed superiority of their religion over others without even treading on the path of other religions. This hypocrisy is the syndrome of the Queen of Hearts in Alice in Wonderland  "off with his head" and (evidence later). Difference in approach are pointed out fast but the similarities are never discussed. The story of Noah's arc of the Bible and Matsyapurana in Hindu scriptures is near same. John 3:3 and Bhagavad-Gita I:7 also states that a man who is twice born or spiritual can only see the realm of God.

The message of the Upanishads through nachiketa is  Tat twam Asi -'that thou art' or I am God not very different from John 10:30 I and my father are one or John9:9 - But he said I am He.The Gita also says the same in XIII:28 .

The actions of Jehanne were in complete conformance with the highest tenets of the Hindu faith and teachings of the Bhagvadgita written in the most ancient language known to mankind -Sanskrit ,the mother of so many other languages.

The Gita is one of the clearest and most comprehensive summaries of the Pereinnial Philosophy ever to have been made Hence ,its enduring value not for Indians but for all mankind…..Aldous Huxley

Bhagvadgita

The Bhagvadgita (Gita) is the Teaching of the Lord Krishna to his disciple the great Pandava warrior Arjuna on the battlefield of Kurukshetra .It comprises of 18 chapters which encompass some of the greatest spiritual lessons for mankind. .

We are not called to solve the meaning of life but to find out the Deed demanded of us and to work and so , by action to master the riddle of life .The Gita ,however bases its message of action on a philosophy of life .It requires us to know the meaning of life before we engage in action .Ethical action is derived from metaphysical realisation..The truths of spirit can be apprehended only by those who prepare themselves for their reception by rigorous discipline.We must cleanse the mind of all distraction and purge the heart from all corruption to acquire spiritual wisdom.

Gods light dwells in the self and nowhere else .it shines alike in every human being and one can see it with one's mind steadied. Gita attracts all those who have a relish for action and adventure .Action is for self fulfillment.Our action should be free easy and spontaneous .This can  happen only when our outward life and inner being must answer each other.

II:47.Work without concern for the results.

 To action alone hast thou a right and never at all to its fruits ;let not the fruits of action be thy motive ;neither let there be in thee any attachment to inaction

When Jehanne decide to fight the English she did it because she knew the task ahead was per her pschophysical make-up and as destined for her by God.However distasteful that uty may have been she remained faithful to it even unto death.She did not choose or ask for any material gain at the end of the task and remained totally unattached. 

Giordano Bruno says thus "I have fought ,that is much , victory is in hands of fate".

II.70 He unto whom all desires enter as waters in to the sea which though ever being filled is ever motionless ,attains to peace and not he who hugs his desires.

She could have got married like any other girl but she had higher desires to attain liberty for her oppressed country after hundred years of being subjugated by the English. Even during the battles or afterwards she did not allow her soldiers to pillage loot or rapine as was the custom or practise of those turbulent years.Even after the country attained freedom she asked for nothing for herself .It all came by itself and her one favour for her poor village of Domremy was no favour as huge estates were bestowed on nobles anyway by the Royalty for Loyalty and services rendered.Pity ,even that one and only wish is also not honoured any more. 

IV:7 Whenever there is a decline of righteousness and rise of unrighteousness then I shall send forth (create incarnate) myself.

The divine thus comes down to the earthly plane to raise it to a higher status whenever the evil forces get in command or righteousness suffers.Love and mercy are more powerful than hate and cruelty.Our action has to be in conformity with our essential nature 

After 100years of subjugation France was the pillager's stool .Strife ,wars had torn the country apart .Mercenaries rode in the countryside and pillaged villages ,resorted to burning crops and rapine .The limit was reached as far as ordinary people were concerned .The people of France had no protector or King and when such a situation arises God comes down to the earth as an incarnation of himself. We can only say that Jehanne was that incarnation of God as the Gita stipulates.

XIII :28 For ,as he seeks the Lord present ,equally everywhere,he does not injure his true Self by the self and then he attains ton the supreme goal.

She could have saved herself at the trial with some diplomacy but She was destined to return as the process kindled by her was to throw the English out anyway after a short period of 18 years (PLEASE CHECK NO OF YEARS).She acted boldly and without any fear before the Bishop of Beauvais Pierre Cauchon or his Gang.

We can thus see that Jehanne acted in conformance with the highest teachings of the Hindu faith as laid down in the Bhagwadgita and the Upanishads.She did suffer in a sense as she did not have a spiritual guide as Lord Krishna.Arjuna ,the great Indian warrior was singularly lucky in this context.

Hindu Folklore and Mythology

Goddesses of India  bear a close relation to Sakti or Power or energy..This energy is present in the Universe of which  we are a part.Goddesses are also closely associated with the powers of Nature (prakriti) as sometimes in the benign nurturing sakti (Mother Earth or Bhu devi)or as one that bestows wealth ,grace and fortune.like Sri the consort of Lord Vishnu or one that inspires love as Radha the consort of Lord Krishna ,Goddess Ganga or Narbada which are rivers but who flow through India and give life to millions on their Banks or Kali the Goddess born out of Lord Siva's anger .Lord Siva is the destroyer and since life and death are two sides of the same coin as after life comes death and after death comes life so death in itself is a prelude to life.We see it around our life every day.

Kali is depicted as very horrifying but only on a very deep analysis one comes to the conclusion about her depiction as such and then one views her even in the blood all around her as the virgin Goddess who is benign and life saving and thus her benign side is revealed.In her martial encounters Kali defeats demons who threaten the stability of the world .Kali at the same time exemplifies the powers of illusion and redemption from it (maya) ,earthiness and materiality(prakriti) and strength or energy (sakti).Kali is also depicted now in Bengal as kind and beautiful maternal Goddess.When Lord Siva also fails to destroy he sends forth Kali from himself to do what even he as the Lord of destruction has failed to do -rid the world of the demons affecting mankind's future.The killing of Shumbh ,Nishumbh and Rukt Beej Dana at the hands of Kali is  a pointer about the power of the female power which lies dormant but when instigated and in force destroys all evil before it.

To my mind Jehanne comes across as Kali out of the so many Goddesses of India. In Hinduism you can have any opinion and some people may differ from my opinion .Jehanne is also depicted in Regine Pernoud's book as carrying an axe 

The Registrar of the city of Albi ,who saw her testified that "Joan went armed in white iron ,entirely from head to foot ."Moreover ,Guy and Andre dr Laval saw her on horseback near Romorantin "armed with entirely in white ,except for the head ,a little axe in her hand ,seated on a great black courser"(Page 225-Joan'sarmour and also page 58)

The axe is the Nishan or the emblem of the Goddess Kali which may be another pointer in the direction.
Parshuram's (the sixth incarnation of Vishnu) emblem was also the axe and he also got rid of all the cruel kings of the world 

Readers interested in further details on Indian Goddesses are advised to read DEVI -Goddesses of India -edited by John S.Hawley and Donna.M.Wulff (University of California press) 

My experiences of Joan Of Arc.

I am a Chartered Accountant aged 45 years from India and come from the priestly,scholarly and teaching class of Hindus -a Brahmin.I was employed as a General Manager in East Africa and used to wake up to the shrieks of a child in the mornings . This went on for some time till one day I got up and found that it was not a nightmare but my housegirl's son  Jonathan Tambara was being beaten black and blue by his Aunt Rubena .When I told her to stop she replied she was beating the Devil and evil spirits inside the four year old boy who was an epileptic.I did not know this facts and asked my housegirl Norah to confirm this .She told me that it was a ritual and she went to get milk in the morning while the atrocity on the child was being committed .I put an end to the ritual and ensured that Tambara went to school.

When I came back to India I was amazed to know that the situation was no different in India or even in other countries and this moved me to write a book on epilepsy as a first step to spread awareness on the affliction and later to set up an Organisation to help eradicate ,educate and research in the subject of an afflictiojn -Epilepsy affecting mankind since ages.I called my book Sequel Matthews 17:14 and decided to wait for the setup of the Organisation after the book was published.Something akin to what Jean Henri Dunant did by writing A Memory of Solferino before he actually founded the Red Cross.
When I wanted to know about famous epileptics I went to various sites and found Julius Caesar ,Napoleon,St.Paul ,Joan of Arc ,Socrates ,Aristotle ,Newton ,Blaise Pascal,Alfred Nobel and many others listed as Epileptics.Medicine can help you but the fact that so famous persons in the history of mankind were epileptics filled some epileptics with new courage and ecstasy .They felt a lot better emotionally and then I decided to write the book with those persons autobiography and chose 5 of them and one being Joan of Arc.This bought me in touch with www.stjoan-center.com and its founder Virgina Frohlick .She guided me but requested that I do not mention that Joan was an epileptic as she felt the contention was wrong.I agreed since her passion for Joan was unmatched .I changed the story to the story of an epileptic boy who grows up and finds the cure for epilepsy and whenever in doubt Giants from the history of mankind come to encourage and guide him-one of them would be Joan.

When I agreed ,Virginia Frohlick sent me thanks and blessings that Joan of Arc would protect me and would soon give me a signal in this respect. I laughed at her .

Next day being the Navratra (the seven holy nights),when we Hindus pray to the Goddess I went to a hospital to see my friends mother who was undergoing an operation for cancer.It also happened to be my birthday 13th October1999-the 44th  birthday.

While driving my car;'the wheel came unstuck and broke out of its axle at a speed of 70 Kms per hour in the city of Delhi which is so full of traffic .While heading for a crash when I lost control of the car I had no fear it was as if I knew a divine force was protecting me -NO FEAR AT ALL.The car dragged for nearly a hundred feet and came to rest .The wheel was stuck under the body ,it had dragged but did not come out.I was unscathed and the damage to the car was negligible only Rs 360 or say USD 7.While I came out a lot of people gathered and I had not hit anybody else also!All these people said "The divine Mother has saved him.He must have been a very pious man ."

Immediately I remembered Virginia's words and in the night sent her an email telling her what had happened. She expressed no surprise but confirmed that Joan was protecting me.

On 27th April 2000 a virus hit my computer and I lost all my data .I wrote to Virginia on 30th My 2000 since I remembered her e mail address (stjoan@nmia.com) by heart to send me her site address(www.stjpan-center.com) as I lost all my data and could not somehow find it through the search engine. I kept postponing this request till I wrote unknowingly to her on May 30th.Virginia's explanation to my query in this regard is given below dated 31st May 2000.She gave me the site address on 30th May itself pronto as usual.I did lose the earlier correspondence on the accident to the virus but I swear it is true .

Dear Rajesh: 

When the Catholic Church declares a person to be a Canonized Saint - the Church celebrates the day that person dies as the day this person is BORN into the Heavenly Existence... So you see St. Joan died on May 30th 1431 and so ---- since her canonization in 1920 we the members of the Catholic Church - as well as all those who LOVE Joan --- remember her in a special way on this day. 

But you see you contacted me on St. Joan's Feast day was a sign to you showing you that St. Joan is thinking about YOU and is interceding for YOU before the Throne of God! :-) 

God bless you and all your family - always! 

Your Friend and Fellow St. Joan NUT, 

Virginia
It may sound strange but I dreamt of Joan after I had promised Virginia I would not mention that Joan was an epileptic.Joan (I address her so since to me she is like a daughter .In our faith young girls are also reverred as Goddesses).In my dream Joan addressed me to use her name in whatever way I think fit since she approves my approach to an affliction affecting Mankind since ages and that epilepsy is not a blemish as the epileptic boy was blessed and cured by Jesus .She singularly pointed out in the dream even if her name is used for a good cause She would have no objections so why should anybody else object .She even stressed that she was not an altar Goddess to be prayed to on a high pedestal but represented action and fast and specially for a Noble cause.She does make me tick, yes Joan does. 

I have not succeeded in my endeavours as yet and sometimes feel like turning back to my profession since I have no regular income and have two daughters and parents to support but every time I think like that ,the little girl in the red surcoat comes before my eyes who was thrown out by Robert de Baudricourt yet she came back to win his favour after a lot of prayers .Maybe my faith is weak and it is a pointer towards the very chapter of the Bible on which my story is based Matthwes 17:14 -even if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed ,ye shall say unto this mountain ,Remove hence to yonder place and it shall remove ;and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

My faith is weak and I have no spiritual guide hence I wait or take longer in my endeavours .

We in our family have no qualms when we pray to Joan of Arc even as Hindus since to our mind she is a depiction of the Goddess and an incarnation of God as such forces go beyond religion,caste ,colour ,creed, gender and nations .

I do feel the narrowness of  Allan Chartier's poetic prose written in July 1429 when he says 
O singular virgin ,worthy of all glories ,of all praises ,of divine honours ,you are the greatness of the Kingdom ,you are the light of the Lily ,you are the brilliance ,you are the glory ,not only of the French but also of all christians .
The last word christians I would replace with mankind thus… but also of all mankind.
Joan is not the property of a religion but is one to be revered by all even robbers, thieves and all other villains as well.

When I do succeed in my endeavours I have pledged to go to Domremy in France to pay my respects to my Goddess and as a mark of Thanksgiving. 

