1. From Colonel Johnny Rogers of the 10th King’s Royal Hussars. Nicky Rogers, his wife is the GGG grand Niece of the legendary Brigadier John Nicholson. 
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Nicky and Johnny 

To: Rajesh Rampal 

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2007 5:51 PM

Subject: Re: A Ballad of John Nicholson

Rajesh,
 

Please accept my apologies for not replying sooner to you.  Nicky and I very much appreciated the guided tour of Brigadier Nicholson's part in the Indian Mutiny and to the cemetary.  Your knowledge of your subject was most impressive and you certainly opened our eyes to the intensity of those days and the impact that John Nicholson had on the future of India. I am well on the way to completing your masterful book about Willian Sleeman - all fascinating.
 

We went to the Red Fort to try and find the plaque that was removed from where Nicholson was wounded, but nothing was there that we could find.  Howver, what we did on our last morning in Delhi before flying back here was to go the the Mutiny Monument where we saw a plaque, as part of the monument, dedicated to Brigadier John Nicholson, Commander 4 Infantry Brigade.  There was many other plaques including one to the engineers who breached the Kashmiri Gate.
 

Our entire holiday in India felt like a pilgrimage.  It was brilliantly set up by you and we cannot thank you enough for your time and research.  Do let us know if you are in England.  There are some local friends of ours who are equally enthralled and impressed by Brigadier Nicholson who, I am sure, would like to meet you should come to see us in Wales.
 

Many thanks for all your kindnesses.
 

Johnny Rogers
2. From Group Captain Ian Draper R.A.F.

       Naval and Air Adviser, New Delhi

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Ian.Draper@fco.gov.uk 

To: rampalrajesh@hotmail.com 

Sent: Monday, May 21, 2007 10:50 AM

Subject: RE: hellooo

Rajesh
 

Many many thanks. That was the best personal battlefield tour Ive done.  Loaded and such balanced perspectives. Its given me much food for thought.  Thank you for giving up your valuable time.  
 

Warmest regards
Ian
Ian Draper 
Gp Capt 
Naval and Air Adviser 
New Delhi 
00 91 11 2419 2224 
fax00 91 11 26114603 

3. From Brigadier Clive Elderton O.B.E. 

Defense Advisor, BHC, New Delhi.

 Original Message ----- 
From: Clive Elderton 

To: rampalrajesh@hotmail.com 

Sent: Saturday, May 19, 2007 9:58 PM

Subject: RE: Fw: A Ballad of John Nicholson

Dear Rajesh,

Thank you so much for giving us so much of your time today and for your marvellous tour of the Mutiny sites in Delhi - your encyclopeadic knowledge is awsome and you are a great story teller. When we stood at the Kashmir Gate you brought history alive for us and before we left our final watering hole you will be amused to know that two of our guests from UK (the John's) bought copies of Hibbert's Mutiny book. This is entirely down to you firing their imagination and interest. 

Many thanks also for The Divine Stranglers - a real gem which I will enjoy very much. That you so kindly inscribed it for me makes it extra special.

As for the poor Lieutenant Arthur Elderton - I am sure he is a relative because as I mentioned to you it is an uncommon name. More research required here - and I now need to explore the location where he was wounded. Having a namesake wounded in the battle really does bring the past so much closer.

Once again thank you so much for an outstanding tour - I look forward to meeting up again soon and will let you have details of the tour parties I am aware are visiting this year,

With best wishes,

As ever, Clive 

4. From Roy Trustram Eve.
Former British Army Officer.
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"FOCUS ON COURAGE

The 59 Victoria Crosses of The Royal Green Jackets"










          New Year's Day 2007

Dr VS Madan
Delhi

via Rajesh Rampal by email and hand

Dear Doctor Madan
Our good friend Rajesh Rampal tells us that you are looking into the condition of the various memorials, sites and buildings connected with the First War of Independence, 1857.

You will know well that Thursday 10th May will see the 150th Anniversary of the outbreak of this uprising at Meerut with the dramatic events leading to the Sieges of the Ridge and of Delhi itself  following immediately thereupon.

This Anniversary provides a very real opportunity to ensure that these sites, which are so important to the history and heritage of India, are not lost forever.  Indeed, I would go so far as to say that this may well be the last opportunity.  Moreover, as I think you have indicated, there is a degree of urgency to set the required measures in motion if the opportunity is not to be missed.

Our Regiment, the 60th Rifles, [ which subsequently evolved into The Royal Green Jackets of today ] played a key role in these events from 10th May until 20th September 1857 and so we are particularly pleased to learn of the steps you are taking since, as you know, most of these sites are not in good condition and some are in real danger of being lost for ever. I understand that Rajesh Rampal, who is a real expert on the subject, is giving you a report detailing them and the outline of their condition. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Christopher Wallace KBE DL is the Chairman of Trustees of The Royal Green Jackets Museum, Chairman of our Regiment and the immediate past Commandant of The Royal College of Defence Studies in London.  He was also the Author of a history of the 60th Rifles which we published in July 2005 upon the occasion of the 250th Anniversary of the founding of our Regiment and which, of course, dealt in detail about the events of 1857.  I was the Publisher.
In July 2006 upon the occasion of  the 150th Anniversary of the inauguration of the Victoria Cross ... Britain's premier award for bravery ... , we published his second book, " Focus on Courage "  [ see heading above ] and no less than 10 of those 59 were awarded for bravery at Delhi.

And now upon the 150th Anniversary of  those events at Delhi, General Sir Christopher is writing a third book; featuring, of course, the events of 10th May to 20th September 1857 but within the context of the whole uprising. All our labour and the profits from all three books are to raise very necessary funds for our Regimental Museum, a Charity.

In all these endeavours, we have been enormously lucky to have had the unstinting and expert support of Rajesh Rampal. Not only has he shown me [ and a number of others ] the sites several times and enabled me to take photos for inclusion, but he has also undertaken much most valuable research for us and given us much advice. His understanding of the whole political and social context of all these events and of the current geographical layout of the sites of the military actions has been invaluable. His grasp of the whole bibliography is impressive.

We are most grateful to him and I am sure that you could wish to find no greater expert to advise you on your forthcoming project concerning the protection of these important sites.  We wish you every success in it: a worthy start to what we hope will be for you a very successful New Year.

And we hope that our forthcoming book will play some small part in stimulating tourism to Delhi and India.
Yours sincerely

Roy Trustram Eve
Publisher


5. Sir Gerald Warner, Catherine, Michael Shaw and Elisabeth. Both From the Foreign Office and Sir Gerald Warner was in the Cabinet office as well.

From: mhshaw@supanet.com
To: rampalrajesh@hotmail.com
Subject: Re: Visit to Delhi
Date: Mon, 10 Nov 2008 17:31:27 +0000

Rajesh
You did us proud with your tour of the 1857 sites and we were all  impressed with your knowledge and enthusiasm. I am not sure quite what we were expecting but yuo certainly exceeded our expectations. Thankyou very much and for the copy of your book which we will all read the more intently for having met the author!
Now back in England since yesterday, it is cold, wet, windy and miserable!.
Best wishes
Michael
Kellinghams


Waltham St Lawrence


Berkshire RG10 0JJ





Tel  0118 934 3253


Fax 0118 934 3983


royeve@googlemail.com








