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NEW BOOK
 

Rajesh Rampal has written a new book about the life of Sir. William Henry Sleeman K.C.B. called - 
The Divine Stranglers. 
A story of Thugs and Thugee Sleeman
 

The book is available direct from Rajesh Rampal.  Click here for details of price and how to order
Feedback on Divine Stranglers 

1. Hugh Purcell (Former Managing Editor BBC)

----- Original Message ----- 

From: HUGH PURCELL 

To: Rajesh Rampal 

Sent: Saturday, February 04, 2006 10:17 PM

Subject: RE: Mutiny Tour

Dear Rajesh,

No I did not and you were a good guide and an amusing companion.Thank you for your book which I have started. It is a good read, seriously.

Regards 

Hugh


 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: "Hugh Purcell" <h.purcell@btopenworld.com>

To: "Rajesh Rampal" <rampalrajesh@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, May 12, 2006 4:03 PM

Subject: Re: Mutiny Tour

Hello Rajesh,
   I like 'Divine Stranglers'. You have thought your way into the 
subject so that it convinces the reader and has a period authenticity. 
John Masters would have approved. I admire your confidence in adopting 
a semi fictional approach. I like your direct, no nonsense style too. I 
am just starting a book that may require your help! - a little bit of 
research in Old Delhi. I'll keep you informed. We will probably run a 
Mutiny tour next year in September as that is when Mr Havelock Alan, a 
direct descendent of you-know-who, wants to go. I hear that similar 
descendents of Generals Outram  and Campbell are also around. Wouldn't 
it be sensational to have all three in Lucknow on the 150 anniversary! 
Thanks for the map. I can't remember if your house has air 
conditioning; I think not so you must be suffering. All the best, Hugh
(No Subject)‏

2. Colonel Gerald Napier- Former Director Royal Engineers Corps 
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Dear Mr Rampal

 

When you took the trouble to search me out at the Maidens Hotel last March, I promised to be in touch when we reached home. It is now more that three months later and I am sorry to have failed in my promise. I hope you will forgive me.

 

One reason (but not excuse) is that we were not sure until recently that we going to plan another visit to India for next year but this we have now decided upon and I very much hope we might meet up again then.

 

But before we discuss that I also wanted to say how much I enjoyed your book. It was fascinating to see your treatment of the subject; a most interesting idea which perhaps gave you more scope for imagining the scenes you depict than a strict historical account but also made the story a very gripping tale as the layers of events peeled off one by one. I hope the sequel is progressing well!

 

Apart from the Thugs and Sleeman, I was of course very interested to read about the Home family. I must have seen that picture of Cornwallis and the two boy hostages so many times but I have never connected Robert Home with his grandson. Incidentally, you may know that in the Ashanti War of 1873, the Commanding Royal Engineer was Major Robert Home, presumably of the same family.

 

As to our visit to India next year, we will again include Delhi in our itinerary and I wondered if there was any chance you might be able to show us one or two things. I am quite keen to visit Duncan Home’s grave and memorial at Bulandshah. I was delighted to see a photograph of it on http://www.flickr.com/ (search for Duncan Home), which I had never seen before and I would like to pay it a visit and take my own photograph – and also visit the remains, if any, of the fort at Malagarh. I gather incidentally that there were seven VCs awarded for the fighting there on 28 September 1857 before Duncan was killed. The other thing I would like to do is to locate as far as is possible the positions of the siege batteries forward of the Ridge and examine their relation to the Mori and Kashmir bastions. We had far too little time to do this in March this year and, although I realise that everything is so built up and difficult to see, perhaps you might kindly give us some help in this matter as well. We would be doing this on Friday and Saturday 12th and 13th February 2010.

 

You asked about my books. There are two: The Sapper VCs in which there is a chapter about the 1857 Uprising and Follow the Sapper which also has a chapter on the Uprising (called ‘Mutiny’) as well as a more general one about the sappers in the Raj days and another about Afghanistan. I will bring a copy of each out for you.

 

I do hope we can meet up again. There was much to discuss and I look forward to that possibility.

 

With all good wishes

 

Yours Gerald Napier

(Colonel G W A Napier, Glebe House, Dunterton, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 0QJ. Tel: 01822 870285)

 
 
 
3. Ron Cassidy (co-Author  Lt General Sir Christopher Wallace -Rifles and Kukris)
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Ron Cassidy 

To: rampalrajesh@hotmail.com 

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 8:11 PM

Subject: The Divine Stranglers 

 

Dear Rajesh Rampal

 

How very kind of you to send me a copy of your book The Divine Stranglers. I will in due course read it and let you know how it reads for me. At this time I can tell you that the subject is one I know nothing about and have always been interested.

One of my sons is a Detective Superintendent in the Metropolitan Police, he will also be interested, but he only reads your book once I have done so!

With thanks again

Ron Cassidy

 

4. Nicky and Johnny Rogers- Cavalry Officer British Army (Colonel) 10 Kings Royal Hussars

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Nicky and Johnny 

To: Rajesh Rampal 

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2007 5:51 PM

Subject: Re: A Ballad of John Nicholson

Rajesh,

 

Please accept my apologies for not replying sooner to you.  Nicky and I very much appreciated the guided tour of Brigadier Nicholson's part in the Indian Mutiny and to the cemetary.  Your knowledge of your subject was most impressive and you certainly opened our eyes to the intensity of those days and the impact that John Nicholson had on the future of India. I am well on the way to completing your masterful book about Willian Sleeman - all fascinating.

 

We went to the Red Fort to try and find the plaque that was removed from where Nicholson was wounded, but nothing was there that we could find.  Howver, what we did on our last morning in Delhi before flying back here was to go the the Mutiny Monument where we saw a plaque, as part of the monument, dedicated to Brigadier John Nicholson, Commander 4 Infantry Brigade.  There was many other plaques including one to the engineers who breached the Kashmiri Gate.

 

Our entire holiday in India felt like a pilgrimage.  It was brilliantly set up by you and we cannot thank you enough for your time and research.  Do let us know if you are in England.  There are some local friends of ours who are equally enthralled and impressed by Brigadier Nicholson who, I am sure, would like to meet you should come to see us in Wales.

 

Many thanks for all your kindnesses.

 

Johnny Rogers

5. Dr John C. Richardson (Doctor- Colonel -British Army and Professor of Medicine and Author)

----- Original Message ----- 

From: John C Richardson 

To: rampalrajesh@hotmail.com 

Sent: Sunday, March 30, 2008 9:04 PM

Subject: Re: Sequel reply

Dear Rajesh

Now all is revealed.

Is Bollywood too sensitive about that bit of Indian history?  It would make a really good movie, showing the dilemmas of the individual boy caught up in events beyond his control. 

Keep trying and I will be there to support you at the premier.

As ever,

John

----- Original Message ----- 

From: John C Richardson 

To: rampalrajesh@hotmail.com 

Sent: Tuesday, April 01, 2008 5:11 PM

Subject: Re: Sequel reply reply

Go for it!
A great story line.
John

-----Original Message-----
From: Rajesh Rampal <rampalrajesh@hotmail.com>
To: John C Richardson <richardsondrj@aol.com>
Sent: Tue, 1 Apr 2008 11:27 am
Subject: Re: Sequel reply

Dear John,

An Englishman (from Cornwall and thus cornish) as the main character with a french wife from a noble emigres family and in central India in 19th century India and a background of fear and murder - bollywood maestros of International fame said - THE CANVAS IS TOO LARGE. They also said only one man can make this film and that is Richard Attenborough 

 

but he is too old and the man of genius is still to be found - In fact HOLLYWOOD thrives on fear and with the story spread across 3 continents it is a world audience film.

 

Thank for your encouragement - I shall try again.

best regards

rr

6. Brigadier Clive Elderton O.B.E. Defense Advisor, BHC, New Delhi.

 Original Message ----- 
From: Clive Elderton 

To: rampalrajesh@hotmail.com 

Sent: Saturday, May 19, 2007 9:58 PM

Subject: RE: Fw: A Ballad of John Nicholson

Dear Rajesh,

Thank you so much for giving us so much of your time today and for your marvellous tour of the Mutiny sites in Delhi - your encyclopeadic knowledge is awsome and you are a great story teller. When we stood at the Kashmir Gate you brought history alive for us and before we left our final watering hole you will be amused to know that two of our guests from UK (the John's) bought copies of Hibbert's Mutiny book. This is entirely down to you firing their imagination and interest. 

Many thanks also for The Divine Stranglers - a real gem which I will enjoy very much. That you so kindly inscribed it for me makes it extra special.

As for the poor Lieutenant Arthur Elderton - I am sure he is a relative because as I mentioned to you it is an uncommon name. More research required here - and I now need to explore the location where he was wounded. Having a namesake wounded in the battle really does bring the past so much closer.

Once again thank you so much for an outstanding tour - I look forward to meeting up again soon and will let you have details of the tour parties I am aware are visiting this year,

With best wishes,

As ever, Clive 
7. Prof. Stephen Slemon (Professor of English- University of Alberta, Canada and Author)

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Stephen Slemon 

To: Rajesh Rampal 

Sent: Monday, March 12, 2007 8:48 PM

Subject: Re: hellooo

Dear Rajesh

Many thanks indeed for this note, and you have reminded me that I did indeed mean to write you.  You were very kind to me indeed, and I remember it well. I very much enjoyed your book The Divine Stranglers, which I thought very well  written.  As perhaps you know, my own take on Sleeman is perhaps a little less enthusiastic than yours.  My feeling is that he was very much caught out in a conceptual shift in company policy and as a result of this tended to push different kinds of information into one basket -- that turned out to be thagi. This debate still rages amongst historians, however -- were there? weren't there? -- and although we take different sides I do see us as having some strong shared interests.  I hope one day we'll meet.

I have shelved, perhaps only for a while, my own plans for publishing on this.  I lectured on the question quite a bit and basically worked my way through the material, but then I came away wondering what it is that I might specifically contribute to our thinking on this -- what did I know that others did not?  So I've refocussed a little and am now writing about mountaineering and globalization.  I do hope to come back to this, but only after the cobwebs clear.  I think this confusion over where I was going must have informed my failure to be in contact with you, and again to acknowledge your kindness.  I'm sorry.

I do hope this note finds you well, and thriving.  Again, my apologies.  Please accept my best wishes,

GENERAL

8. Roy Trustram Eve. O.B.E., D.L. Former British Army Officer.
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"FOCUS ON COURAGE

The 59 Victoria Crosses of The Royal Green Jackets"










          New Year's Day 2007

Dr VS Madan

Delhi

via Rajesh Rampal by email and hand

Dear Doctor Madan
Our good friend Rajesh Rampal tells us that you are looking into the condition of the various memorials, sites and buildings connected with the First War of Independence, 1857.

You will know well that Thursday 10th May will see the 150th Anniversary of the outbreak of this uprising at Meerut with the dramatic events leading to the Sieges of the Ridge and of Delhi itself  following immediately thereupon.

This Anniversary provides a very real opportunity to ensure that these sites, which are so important to the history and heritage of India, are not lost forever.  Indeed, I would go so far as to say that this may well be the last opportunity.  Moreover, as I think you have indicated, there is a degree of urgency to set the required measures in motion if the opportunity is not to be missed.

Our Regiment, the 60th Rifles, [ which subsequently evolved into The Royal Green Jackets of today ] played a key role in these events from 10th May until 20th September 1857 and so we are particularly pleased to learn of the steps you are taking since, as you know, most of these sites are not in good condition and some are in real danger of being lost for ever. I understand that 

Rajesh Rampal, who is a real expert on the subject, is giving you a report detailing them and the outline of their condition. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Christopher Wallace KBE DL is the Chairman of Trustees of The Royal Green Jackets Museum, Chairman of our Regiment and the immediate past Commandant of The Royal College of Defence Studies in London.  He was also the Author of a history of the 60th Rifles which we published in July 2005 upon the occasion of the 250th Anniversary of the founding of our Regiment and which, of course, dealt in detail about the events of 1857.  I was the Publisher.

In July 2006 upon the occasion of  the 150th Anniversary of the inauguration of the Victoria Cross ... Britain's premier award for bravery ... , we published his second book, " Focus on Courage "  [ see heading above ] and no less than 10 of those 59 were awarded for bravery at Delhi.

And now upon the 150th Anniversary of  those events at Delhi, General Sir Christopher is writing a third book; featuring, of course, the events of 10th May to 20th September 1857 but within the context of the whole uprising. All our labour and the profits from all three books are to raise very necessary funds for our Regimental Museum, a Charity.

In all these endeavours, we have been enormously lucky to have had the unstinting and expert support of Rajesh Rampal. Not only has he shown me [ and a number of others ] the sites several times and enabled me to take photos for inclusion, but he has also undertaken much most valuable research for us and given us much advice. His understanding of the whole political and social context of all these events and of the current geographical layout of the sites of the military actions has been invaluable. His grasp of the whole bibliography is impressive.

We are most grateful to him and I am sure that you could wish to find no greater expert to advise you on your forthcoming project concerning the protection of these important sites.  We wish you every success in it: a worthy start to what we hope will be for you a very successful New Year.

And we hope that our forthcoming book will play some small part in stimulating tourism to Delhi and India.

Yours sincerely

Roy Trustram Eve

Publisher

9. From Group Captain Ian Draper R.A.F.        Naval and Air Adviser, New Delhi

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Ian.Draper@fco.gov.uk 

To: rampalrajesh@hotmail.com 

Sent: Monday, May 21, 2007 10:50 AM

Subject: RE: hellooo

Rajesh

 

Many many thanks. That was the best personal battlefield tour Ive done.  Loaded and such balanced perspectives. Its given me much food for thought.  Thank you for giving up your valuable time.  

 

Warmest regards

Ian

Ian Draper 
Gp Capt 
Naval and Air Adviser 
New Delhi 
00 91 11 2419 2224 
fax00 91 11 26114603 

 

Kellinghams


Waltham St Lawrence


Berkshire RG10 0JJ





Tel  0118 934 3253


Fax 0118 934 3983


royeve@googlemail.com
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