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Dear Sir,





Subject : The Divine Stranglers-A story of thugs and Thuggee Sleeman


I am giving a brief about the aforesaid book for your perusal. Though the book is a work of fiction, it is based on detailed research work carried out by the Author. The book details the methods followed by the Department of Thuggee to eradicate Thugs, an ubiquitous enemy akin to the fundamentalist terrorists we have these days. The Thuggee Department also happened to be the first specialised department to be created in the world to tackle Organised Crime. The Department of Thuggee also happens to be the percursor of the Intelligence Bureau, Central Bureau of Investigation and State Criminal Investigating Departments.


Sir William Sleeman exterminated the scourge of Thugs in India in the 19th century. He followed scientific methods of criminal detection and investigation. Meticulous study of all statements of approvers enabled him to draw up genealogical trees, theme maps of Thug depredations. He also obtained accurate knowledge of the modus operandi and social practices of the Thugs. These tools helped him to forecast Thug gang movements and identify criminals that had to be tracked. The analysis of the theme maps facilitated deployment of police on specific patrolling duties. The police were also provided with firearms and horses to increase their effectiveness and mobility.


The Department for Suppression of Thuggee was founded in 1835 and by 1840 had achieved impressive results, which can be the envy of any police force in the world. In a period of five years, Thugs were:


Sent for trials 	3689


Sentenced to be hanged 	466


Transported for life 	1564


Imprisoned for life 	933


Confined for various periods 	81


Set free for good conduct 	86


Escaped 	12


Approvers 	56


Died before trials	208


Acquitted	97





These results were achieved in an era when modern means of communication did not exist. Sleeman handpicked the best men for the Department of Thuggee. Sleeman depended on information from inside the Thug gangs. His methods were far ahead of his times. The Compstat system, introduced by the New York Police in the 1990’s, is a refined computerised version of Sleeman’s methods.  Sleeman won the trust and confidence of the Indian public by his good work as an administrator. Easy accessibility and hands on approach as an administrator were his hallmarks. Sleeman’s understanding of the Thug mind, Thug practices and their secret language, Ramasi, were great assets to the Department. Sleeman even earned the sobriquet ‘Thuggee’.


 Changes were incorporated in the laws to provide for severe and deterrent punishment to Thugs. Removal of Court Jurisdictions was carried out since this hampered the speed of trials. Extradition treaties were signed with Indian states. Approvers and informers received reprieves and were protected. Thugs and their progeny were even taught alternate professions.





The book would make interesting reading for Administrators, Police and Intelligence Officers, Investigating and Detection Officers, Judges and students of History, Economics, Sociology, Criminology etc. In addition the book stresses on positive factors like boss-subordinate relationships, importance of team work, motivation, strategic planning to obtain objectives, innovations to achieve one’s objectives and most important to keep your head on your shoulders when all around you are loosing theirs- an obvious must for all Corporate Managers. I hope you shall find it worthwhile to order some copies for your Organisation. I have also lectured on ‘Organised crime in the garb of Religion in 19th century India’ in NICFS and Ministry of Home and several other Organisations.





Special Price Offer





The book is available only through the Author. A special package has been worked out to promote the book. Very few copies have been printed and are targeted for the connoisseur discerning readers. Pages 230 Hard Bound Cloth. Published 2003 (August).





Order Copies                 Price per Copy (Rs.)


         1                                   425


      2 to 5                               375


   More than 5                        350 


   


The prices are for delivery within Delhi and at one place. Payment terms are 100% advance either by cash or cheque.  Delivery within 5 working days of receipt of payment. On order of more than 10 copies, one copy will be provided free for every 10 copies ordered. 


Thank you,





Yours truly,














Rajesh Rampal
































About the Book


More than a hundred Thug gangs prowled India's highways and annually killed about 40,000 Travellers in the early 19th century. The Thugs were held together by a perversion of religion that made killing a part of worship. Gangs were knit together by a strange and bizarre regimen of life, who destroyed their victims with a combination of guile and cruelty unparalleled in the history of crime anywhere in the world. The Thugs had been plying their trade undetected for nearly 500 years.


Major General Sir W. H. Sleeman was a man of zeal and spirit far above the ordinary and his extraordinary tenacity of purpose was in the final analysis the reason why Thuggee could be eliminated. The legal procedures of the time also helped a lot as they permitted quick and effective trials and deterrent punishment to thugs.


 


K.F.Rustomji, Former D.G., B.S.F.


(One of independent India's most respected policeman)


 


The Author has carried out an exhaustive and authoritative study on 'Thuggee' Sleeman.


Times of India (Rambles with Ambler)


 


Written after years of researching the subject.


 The Statesman (Observer)





While I was in the Civil charge of the district of Narsinghpur, no robbery or theft could be committed without my being acquainted with it;....if any man had then told me, that a gang of  assassins by profession resided in the village of Kandelee, nearly 100 yards from my Court, and that...only one stage from me..Was the largest Beles, or place of murder in all India; and large gangs of Hindustan and the Deccan used to rendezvous in these groves, remain in them for many days every year, and carry their dreadful trade along the roads that pass by and branch off them, with the knowledge and connivance of the two Landholders by whose ancestors these groves had been planted, I should have thought him a fool or a mad man; and yet nothing could have been more true.......





Sir W.H.Sleeman K.C.B. (General Superintendent of the Department of Thuggee


for the whole of India in the 19th century)





The Story


Set in turbulent Central India in the early 19th century, the story revolves around an Englishman the employ of the East India Company, his French wife from a noble émigré family, businessmen, policemen and a sect of divine stranglers, who have escaped the clutches of law for centuries. The Englishman sets out to exterminate the sect, using the first ever-modern scientific methods of criminal investigation and detection. This results in the arrest of 3689 Thugs, 466 of whom are hanged and 2497 imprisoned for life. Based on historical facts, the story takes you through early 19th century customs and practises in England, France and India.			

















