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A
Introduction


For many Christians, the Bible is the basis of the ultimate knowledge came from the creator. It is easy for human beings to trace the influence of surrounding nations and of other religions in the biblical account of the angels and demons. Indeed it is needful and instructive to do so, but it would be wrong to shut the eyes to the higher line of development which brings out so strikingly the marvelous unity and harmony of the whole divine story of the bible. Since this book is the main source of miracles and teachings, it also discussed the angels and demons concerning their creations and nature.


Early Christian literature, like early Christian art, contains few references to angels. This fact is easily accounted for by the circumstances of the time, for with the popular belief in multitude of deities it was necessary to lay particular emphasis on the unity of God.


There are some things which flourished in the past and have long since disappeared from the face of the earth; there are others whose recorded origin may be traced in comparative modern times, and it is no surprise to find that they are still flourishing.


Many people are confused on the concept of angels and demons. It is believed that God created angels and demons were fallen angels. The subject of these two concepts had always seemed somewhat remote and academic to sophisticated 20th Century Americans Bible-believing Christians. 

 CHAPTER I

The Doctrine of Angels and Demons

The Definition of Angels and Demons


An angel is a pure spirit created by God. The Old Testament theology included the belief in angels as the name applied to certain spiritual beings or intelligences of heavenly residence, employed by God as the ministers of will. The English word “angel” comes from the Greek word angelos, which means ‘messenger’. The Hebrew, however, used the word to denote indifferently either a divine or human messenger. The Latin versions distinguished the divine or spirit –messenger from the human.


In scripture and in Catholic theology, the word demon has come to mean much the same with the devil. It denotes the fallen angels or the evil spirits. The Greek word diablos refers to Satan. But the word demon is now really restricted to the earlier usage of the Greek writers. The word, which is apparently derived from daio “to divide” or “apportion”, originally meant a divine beneficent being.

The Creations and Existence of Angels and demons


The existence of angels and demons are usually discussed in the bible. It is believed that angels are represented throughout the bible as body of spiritual beings intermediate between man and God.


Meanwhile, the demons as described in the bible were fallen angels. In literature, bad angels are also called demons. In psychology, demons are those who possessed evil spirits.

CHAPTER II

Nature of Angels and Demons

Personal Beings


Throughout the bible, it is repeatedly implied that each individual soul has its tutelary angels or commonly known as guardian angels the general doctrine that angels are appointed guardians is considered to be a point of faith, but that each individual member of the human race has own individual guardian angel is not of faith. The view has, however, such strong support from the Doctors of the Church that would be rash to deny it. The belief that angels are personal beings evidently described in the bible through which God created them with intellect, emotion and will.

Spirit Beings


An angel from heaven suggests the angels have fixed abode or centers of their activities. However, due to the ministry and abilities given to them in the service of God, they have access to the entire universe. They are described as serving in heaven and on earth. The most likely reference to the spiritual nature of angels those who came on earth and mingled with women. 


Sometimes they have revealed themselves in the form of human bodies, which is commonly known as angelophanies. This suggests they do not have material bodies as human do. This is further supported by the fact they do not function as human beings in terms of marriage and procreation nor are they subject to death.


Briefly, angels exist as spirit beings that can be in only one place at a time and can appear in the form of man. They do not reproduce and die.

CHAPTER III

Hierarchies of Angels

Hierarchical Organization


Though the angels who appear in the earlier works of the Old Testament are strangely impersonal and are overshadowed by the importance of the message they bring or the work they do, there do not want hints regarding the existence of certain ranks in the heavenly army. 


Angels are organized, yet Christians, individually and in groups, often feel that it is necessary that they be organized. This is especially true when it comes to fighting evil. Believers sometimes miss the best because they do not plan and organize their good works.

The Ministry of Angels


As God’s celestial servants who carry out His purposes, we may observe that their ministry falls into several different relationships.

In Relation to God: In their service to God, they are seen as attendants around His throne, waiting to serve Him and do His bidding

In Relation to the Nations: In relation to the nation of Israel, Michael, the archangel, seems to have a very important ministry as their guardian. In relation to other nations, they watch over rulers and nations and seek to influence their human leaders.

In Relation to Christ: with the plan of God centering in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, they naturally perform many services for the Savior. 

In Relation to the Unrighteous: Angels not only announce and inflict judgment, but they will separate the righteous from the unrighteous.

In Relation to the Church: The ministry as “ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation.” In this, however, Scripture points to a number of specific ministries: they bring answers to prayer, they help in bringing people to the Savior, they may encourage in times of danger, and they care for God’s people at the time of death.

Whether angels continue to function in all these ways throughout the present age is uncertain. But they did perform these ministries and may well continue to do so even though we are not aware of them. Of course, God is not obliged to use angels; He can do all these things directly. But seemingly He chooses to employ the intermediate ministry of angels on many occasions. Nevertheless, the believer recognizes that it is the Lord who does these things whether directly through using angels.

The Three Classifications of Angels


Angels who are governmental rulers. It refers to “ranking of fallen angels”: rulers are “those who are first or high in rank”; powers are “those invested with authority”; world-forces of this darkness “expresses the power or authority which they exercise over the world”; spiritual forces of wickedness describes the wicked spirits, “expressing their character and nature.” 

Angels who are highest ranking. Michael is called the archangel and the great prince. Michael is the only angel-designated archangel, and may possibly be the only one of this rank. The mission of the archangel is protector of the earth. There were chief princes, of whom Michael was one, as the highest-ranking angels of God. Ruling angels are also mentioned, but no further details are given.

Angels who are prominent individuals. The name Michael means “who is like God?” and identifies the only one classified as an archangel in the scripture. Gabriel is name means “man of God” or “God is strong”. Gabriel seems to be God’s special messenger of the kingdom program in each of the four times he appears in the bible record. He reveals and interprets God’s purpose and program to the people. Lucifer means  “shining one” or “star of the morning”. He may have been the wisest and the most beautiful of all God’s created beings that was originally placed in apposition of authority over the cherubim surrounding the throne of God.

Angels who are divine attendants. (1) Cherubim are “of the highest order or class, created with indescribable powers and beauty. Their main purpose and activity might be summarized in this way: they are proclaimers and protectors of God’s glorious presence, His sovereignty, and His holiness. They stood guard at the gate of the Garden of Eden, preventing sinful man from entering; were the golden figures covering the mercy seat above the ark in the Holy of Holies; and attended the glory of God. Cherubim had an extraordinary appearance with four faces—that of a man, lion, ox, and eagle. They had four wings and feet like a calf, gleaming like burnished bronze. They attended the glory of God preparatory for judgment.

(2) Seraphim, meaning “burning ones,” are pictured surrounding the throne of God. They are described as each having six wings. In their threefold proclamation, “holy, holy, holy”, it means to recognize God as extremely, perfectly holy. Therefore, they praise and proclaim the perfect holiness of God. The seraphim also express the holiness of God in that they proclaim that man must be cleansed of sin’s moral defilement before he can stand before God and serve Him.

Regarding the governmental rulers in the angelic world, they described this as follows:

1. Rulers or principalities. It indicates an order of angels both good and evil involved in governing the universe.
2. Authorities or powers. This likely emphasizes the superhuman authority of angels and demons exercised in relation to the affairs of the world.

3. Powers. This word underscores the fact that angels and demons have greater power than humans. 

4. Place of rule. In one place demons are designated as world rulers of this darkness.

5. Thrones or dominions. This designation emphasizes the dignity and authority of angelic rulers in God’s use of them in His government.

Three other classifications of angels remain:

1. Elect Angels: These are the holy angels who are somehow included in the elect purposes of God. These are angels who did not follow after Satan in his rebellion. There is little revealed about their election, but apparently there was a probationary period for the angelic world and these, being the elect of God, remained faithful and are confirmed in their holy state in the service of the Lord. 

2. The Living Creatures: These are angelic creatures who seem to be involved with revealing the glory of the God in His omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence reveal them as cherubim. Through the four faces, they may also anticipate what God would do to bring salvation to man through His Son: (a) The face of the man suggests wisdom, compassion, intelligence and pictures Christ’s humanity as the Son of man, the special focus found in the gospel of Luke; (b) the face of a lion speaks of kingly appearance and pictures Christ as King; (c) the face of a bull or ox portrays a servant, the emphasis seen in Mark; and (d) the face of an eagle speaks of heavenly action and portrays the deity Christ, which is John’s emphasis

3.
Watchers: “Watchers” is an Aramaic word which means, “vigilant, waking, watchful.”. It seems to describe holy angels who are constantly vigilant to serve the Lord and who watch over the rulers of the world and the affairs of men. The added description, “a holy one” may imply there are unholy watchers, i.e., demonic forces who are watching the affairs of men and seeking to influence and destroy.

CHAPTER IV

The Origin, Nature, and Number of Angels 
The Fact of Their Creation

That angels are created beings and not the spirits of departed or glorified human beings. There the Psalmist calls on all in the celestial heavens, including the angels, to praise God. The angels as well as the celestial heavens are declared to be created by God. Since God is Spirit it is natural to assume that there are created beings who more closely resemble God than do the mundane creatures who combine both the material and immaterial. There is a material kingdom, an animal kingdom, and a human kingdom; So it may be assumed, there is an angelic or spirit kingdom. 
However, Angelology rests not upon reason or supposition, but upon revelation. 

The Time of Their Creation

Though the exact time of their creation is never stated, it is believed that they were created before the creation of the world. It is told that they were present when the earth was created so their creation was prior to the creation of the earth as described in Genesis one. 

The Agent of Their Creation

Scripture specifically states that Christ, as the one who created all things, is the creator of angels.The Son’s Creation includes “all” things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible. These indicate the entire universe, both material and immaterial. A highly organized hierarchy of angelic beings is referred to with the word “thrones” (qronoi), “powers” (kuriothtes), “rulers” (arcai), and “authorities” (exousiai). This not only indicates a highly organized dominion in the spirit world of angels.

The Nature and Number of Their Creation 

The angels were created simultaneously as a host or a company. God created man and the animal kingdom in pairs with the responsibility and ability to procreate. Angels, however, were created simultaneously as a company, a countless host of myriads. This is suggested by the fact they are not subject to death or any form of extinction and they do not propagate or multiply themselves as with humans. 

Their Appearance

Since they are spirit beings, they are usually not seen, unless God gives the ability to see them or unless they manifest themselves. When angels have been seen as recorded in Scripture, they were often mistaken as men because they were manifested in a man-like appearance. Sometimes, they appear in a way that either manifests God’s glory or in some form of brilliant. Consistently, they have appeared as real men, never as ghosts, or as winged animals.

They are occasionally pictured in other forms and in other manifestations as with wings, and as a combination of man, beast, and birds. But apparently such manifestations only occurred by way of a vision or special revelation from God. No angel literally appeared in such form. 

They also seem to always have appeared as youthful or mature men, but never as old men, perhaps because they neither age nor die.

In the present fascination of our culture, previously referred to as angelmania, the common conception of angels is that of winged creatures and most times as female.

The scriptural witness does not support some of the commonly held conceptions. There are no indications of angels appearing in female form. 

Their Holiness

All angels were created holy, without sin, and in a state of perfect holiness. Originally all angelic creatures were created holy. God pronounced His creation good, and, of course, He could not create sin. Even after sin entered the world, God’s good angels, who did not rebel against Him, are called holy. These are the elect angels in contrast to the evil angels who followed Satan in his rebellion against God.

Their Creatureliness

As created beings, they are of course mere creatures. They are not divine and their worship is explicitly forbidden. As a separate order of creatures, they are both distinct from human beings and higher than humans with powers far beyond human abilities in this present age. But as creatures they are limited in their powers, knowledge, and activities. Like all of creation, angels are under God’s authority and subject to His judgment. 

Angels are powerful and awesome in many ways, but, like us, they are only creatures and servants of the living God who alone deserves our worship. This means we are not to pray to them or trust in them even though God may use them to minister to our needs in various ways. Our trust is to be in God, not angels. They minister to us at His bidding under His authority and power. Though sometimes the instrument of aid or deliverance was an angel, New Testament believers recognized it was the Lord who delivered them.

Their Personalities

There are several qualities common to personality all of which angels possess—personal existence, intellect, emotion, and will. As personalities we see them interacted with over and over again through the Bible. Angels then qualify as personalities because they have these aspects of intelligence, emotions, and will. This is true of both the good and evil angels. Good angels, Satan, and demons possess intelligence. Good angels, Satan, and demons show emotions. Good angels, Satan, and demons demonstrate that they have wills. Therefore, they can be said to be persons. The fact that they do not have human bodies does not affect their being personalities (any more than it does with God). 

The fallen angels are even described by actions of personality like lying and sinning. Some have considered angels, including Satan, as merely the abstract personification of good and evil, but such is not at all in keeping with the teaching of Scripture.

Their Abilities and Powers

Their Knowledge: Three reasons for their superior knowledge:

(1) Angels were created as a higher order of creatures in the universe than humans are. Therefore, innately they possess greater knowledge. (2) Angels study the Bible more thoroughly than some humans do and gain knowledge from it. (3) Angels gain knowledge through long observation of human activities. Unlike humans, angels do not have to study the past; they have experienced it. Therefore, they know how others have acted and reacted in situations and can predict with a greater degree of accuracy how we may act in similar circumstances. The experiences of longevity give them greater knowledge. 

CHAPTER V

The Demons and Their Nature
There is, of course, a true doctrine about demons or evil spirits, namely, that portion of Catholic theology which treats of the creation and fall of the rebel angels, and of the various ways in which these fallen spirits are permitted to tempt and afflict the children of men. But for the most part these questions will be dealt with elsewhere in this work. Here, on the contrary, the chief concern is with the various ethnic, Jewish, and heretical systems of demonology. These systems are so many that it will be out of the question to deal with them all or to set forth their doctrines with completeness. And indeed a full treatment of these strange doctrines of demons might well seem somewhat out of place in these pages. It will be enough to give some indication of the main features of a few of the more important systems in various lands and in distant ages. This may enable the reader to appreciate the important part played by these ideas in the course of human history and their influence on the religion and morals and social life of the people.
 At the same time some attempt may be made to distinguish the scattered elements of truth which may still be found in this vast fabric of falsehood -- truths of natural religion, recorded experience of actual facts, even perhaps remnants of revealed teaching that come from the Jewish and Christian Scriptures or from primitive tradition. This point has some importance at the present day, when the real or apparent agreement between heathen legend and Christian theology is so often made a ground of objection against the truth of revealed religion. 

Perhaps the first fact that strikes one who approaches the study of this subject is the astonishing universality and antiquity of demonology, of some belief in the existence of demons or evil spirits, and of a consequent recourse to incantations or other magical practices. There are some things which flourished in the past and have long since disappeared from the face of the earth; and there are others whose recorded origin may be traced in comparatively modern times, and it is no surprise to find that they are still flourishing. There are beliefs and practices, again, which seem to be confined to certain lands and races of men, or to some particular stage of social culture. But there is something which belongs at once to the old world and the new, and is found flourishing among the most widely different races, and seems to be equally congenial to the wild habits of savages and the refinements of classical or modern culture. Its antiquity may be seen not only from the evidence of ancient monuments, but from the fact that a yet more remote past is still present with us in the races which remain, as one may say, in the primitive and prehistoric condition. And even amid these rude races, apparently innocent of all that saviors of science and culture, that may find a belief in evil spirits, and some attempts to propitiate them and avert their wrath, or maybe to secure their favour and assistance. This belief in spirits, both good and evil, is commonly associated with one or other of two widespread and primitive forms of religious worship -- and accordingly some modern folklorists and mythologists are led to ascribe its origin either to the personification of the forces of nature -- in which many have found a "key to all the mythologies" -- or else to Animism, or a belief in the powerful activity of the souls of the dead, who were therefore invoked and worshipped. 
On this last theory all spirits were at first conceived of as being the souls of dead men, and from this aboriginal Animism there were gradually developed the various elaborate systems of mythology, demonology, and angelology. But here it is well to distinguish between the facts themselves and the theory devised for their interpretation. It is a fact that these rude forms of worship are found among primitive peoples. But the manner in which they began and the motives of the first prehistoric worshippers are and must remain matters of conjecture. In the same way, with regard to the later phases, it is a fact that these primitive beliefs and practices have some features in common with later and more elaborate ethnic systems -- e.g. the Iranian demonology of the Avesta -- and these again have many points which find some counterpart in the pages of Scripture and Catholic theology; but it by no means follows from these facts that these facile theories are right as to the nature of the connection between these various ethnic and Christian systems. And a further consideration of the subject may serve to show that it may be explained in another and more satisfactory manner. 

Some idea of the antiquity of demonology and magical practices might be gathered from notices in the Bible or in classic literature, to say nothing of the argument that might be drawn from the universality of these beliefs and practices
. 
CHAPTER VI
The Activity of Demons

The Activity of Demons

Demons are seeking to oppose God’s plan by promoting evil in every way possible. The general activity of demons is illustrated in Appendix A.

A. Indirect Activity – He works indirectly through the world in which he has great freedom and power and the flesh. The world, the flesh and the devil are not three separate enemies of the Christian. Rather demon works through the evil world system to exploit the fleshly nature that still wars within human.
B. Direct Activity – He works directly by deception, temptation, attack and possession. In Christ’s ministry, demons tempted Christ, attempted to thwart Christ’s work and possess Judas to accomplish the betrayal as told in the New Testament. In unbelievers, demons blind their minds to hinder their understanding of the gospel. When gospel is heard or understood, demons try to hinder its effect. Demon also uses persecution and false religions to hinder the effect of the gospel. In believers, demons tempt believers to pride, materialism, immortality, to lie, to discouragement, and to be unforgiving. Demon hinders the ministries believers, promotes false teaching among believers, and promotes anger, bitterness and division.
CHAPTER VII

Human Beings Behavioral Effects on the Concept of Demons 

Although the manifestations of demonization vary widely, this human evidenced several of the classic symptoms.

(1) Severe personality change. The ‘before’ and ‘after’ descriptions of the demoniac reveal that he was a totally different person under demonic influence. It is something like the behavior and personality change in a man who is totally intoxicated. More than this, however, is the fact that the man’s own identity and individuality were swallowed up by the demons with him. Those who have witnessed demon possession tell us that each demon has its own distinct personality and that the individual possessed begins to manifest the distinct personality of the demon by which he is possessed. If it is a feminine spirit, the voice will be a feminine one, if masculine then very manly.

(2) Anti-social behavior. The conduct of this pathetic individual was obviously anti-social. That is why he was living in the solitude of the tombs, away from civilization.

(3) Spiritual insight. The demoniac further evidenced demon activity by the depth of his spiritual insight. There was a source of spiritual insight beyond human capabilities here. This reveals to us that demons have an intuitive knowledge of their impending doom. 

(4) Super-human strength. Also, frequently associated with demon possession was a super-human strength. The demoniac was uncontrollable by any of the normal means of human confinement. No matter what men attempted to bind him with, he broke loose. No one was strong enough to subdue him.
(5) Torment. The price tag of possession was high, for those who fell victim to the demons agonized in constant torment. Such was the case with this man. His animal-like shrieks must have sent chills up the spines of any who were nearby.

(6) Tendency towards self-destruction. Another indication of demonic control is the fact that this man was continually doing harm to himself by gashing himself with stones. Other demoniacs described in Scripture were bent on self-destruction as well. The destructive desires of the demons were dramatically carried out in the drowning of the swine.

CHAPTER VIII

Conclusion and Generalization

Most educated men were incredulous of any diabolical agency in this world, even if they retained some shadowy belief in the existence of the evil spirits in another sphere. But with a happy inconsistency, many who rejected as superstitious all other alleged cases of obsession still professed their belief in the Gospel. Angels are represented as good beings while demons represented as bad. And human beings believed that good are still the winner and that angels are creatures that promote social order. It is also concluded that the concept of angels and demons affect the behavior of human according to their belief and practices regardless of their status in the society.
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