EXT/ I NT. THE UNI VERSE/ AN CFFI CE

After nomentarily glinpsing the Universe, we nove in toward
a tiny Speck.

The Speck resolves itself as a |ong-bearded MAN, wearing
sandal s, in dungarees and navy shirt. He is covered with
dust .

He sits notionless, his hands resting lightly on his knees.
We can now see that he is in an Ofice.

An Interval of Tine passes.

A Sound at the door brings his face to life. Hi s eyes |ock
onto the direction of the sound.

Hi s head jerks toward the door.

It is the INTERVI EMER, a woman in business attire, entering
the Ofice.

The Man springs out of the chair, attacking the Interviewer,
trying to strangle her. Though surprised, she swiftly and
deftly throws him aside.

He is wild-eyed. He leaps to his feet, a dust cloud, and
dashes out of the Ofice screamng

Tuggi ng her dress back into place, she calmy closes the
door. She opens the face of a large clock on the wall,
advancing the tinme from9:45 to 10. She sits behind the
substanti al wooden desk, arrangi ng papers.

I NT. OFFICE. -- MOMENTS LATER

There is a Knock at the door.

ANGLE ON THE DOOR

Through the frosted gl ass we see the shilouette of a man,
LESTER, standing outside. He knocks again. After a nonent
he opens the door a crack and sticks his head in.

LESTER
s this the place?

ANGLE ON THE OFFI CE

| NTERVI EVEER
No. This is. Cone in.



I NT. OFFI CE. -- CONTI NUCUS

Lester sits opposite the Interviewer, a |large clasp envel ope
resting on his I|ap.

I NT. OFFICE. -- MOMENTS LATER

| NTERVI EVEER
May | ask you anot her question?

Lester starts to answer but stops. Then..

LESTER
Yes...?

| NTERVI EVVER
Have you conpleted the prelimnary
forms?

LESTER
Oh.
(handi ng her the
envel ope)
Yes. Here.

As she goes through and sorts the fornms fromthe envel ope,
Lester discovers that one leg of the chair he is siting on
is shorter than the others. He experinents with avoiding
r ocki ng.

I NT. OFFI CE. -- CONTI NUCUS
LESTER S VO CE
Jesus! | didn't unplug the coffee
pot !

Lester | ooks for the source of the voice.

LESTER S VO CE ( CONT' D)
You idiot! It's you.

LESTER
(softly)

LESTER S VO CE
You don't have to whisper. She won't

hear you.
LESTER

Really? ... Really? ... REALLY?!
LESTER S VA CE

See?

( CONTI NUED)



LESTER
Ww. . . . Can she do the sane?

LESTER S VA CE
How woul d you know?

LESTER
Kew .

LESTER S VA CE
So whattaya think? You gonna get
t he job?

LESTER
| feel pretty good.
| NTERVI EVER
Marital status?
LESTER
Si ngl e
| NTERVI EVER
Were you ever previously married?
LESTER
No.
| NTERVI EVER
Are your parents |iving?
LESTER
No.
| NTERVI EVER
Any brothers or sisters?
LESTER
One brother: Leo. One sister: Rita.
| NTERVI EVER
Their ages?
LESTER

Leo...thirty. Rita: thirty-
two...three. Two.

The Interviewer's eyebrow lifts ever so slightly.

LESTER S VO CE
Ckay, so | couldn't renenber their
ages. So | nmade 'emup. \Whattathey
gonna do? Check up on it?



6

8

| NT. ANOTHER OFFI CE

The Interviewer is in conference with her BGOSS.

| NTERVI EVEER
| don't think we can hire this guy.
He |lied about his brother's age.
BGSS
(decr eei ng)
Anybody who'd |ie about his brother's
age is certain to lie about his
sister's age too!

I NT. OFFI CE. -- CONTI NUCUS

Lest er

is not certain he noticed the Interviewer's eyebrow

lifting, however ever so slightly.

| NTERVI EVEER
Nanme and address of nearest rel ative
not a nmenber of the immed ate famly.

LESTER

| guess that's in case | die during
the interview

(pause. Lester wants

to be certain she

didn't hear)
Duck Hebert. One-eleven Mercury
Avenue. Berw ck, Loui siana.

| NTERVI EVER
Rel at i onshi p?
LESTER
Uncl e.
I NT. OFFICE. -- A MOMVENT LATER

Lester junps out of the chair grabbing papers fromthe desk.

LESTER S VA CE
Nunmber s and nanes!

LESTER
Nanes and nunbers! | nean | ook at
this: Elenmentary school what year to
what year junior high school what
year to what year high school what
year to what year | went to 3
el ementary schools 2 junior highs
and at | east a couple of high schools.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



LESTER ( CONT' D)
| bet that if she added up all these
years she'd find that it took ne 18
years to get to the ninth grade!

| NTERVI EVEER
(not seemng to notice
Lester is not seated)
Do you have a coll ege degree?

LESTER
No. But here's ny high schoo
di pl oma.

He holds it out for her to take but she is frozen.

LESTER S VA CE
| told you they wouldn't be interested
in seeing it. So there you are
standing there with di pl oma on your
face. It's useless.

LESTER
Maybe not.

He takes his seat, folds up the diplom and uses it to even
the short leg of the chair. He is pleased at the
acconpl i shnent .

| NTERVI EVVER
Have you ever bought anything on
tinme?

LESTER
No.

| NTERVI EVVER
Borrowed noney?

LESTER
No.

| NTERVI EVVER
Decl ared bankruptcy?

LESTER
No.

| NTERVI EVVER

Do you own credit cards?

LESTER
Yes.

( CONTI NUED)



| NTERVI EVEER
How many?

LESTER
Two. My | have sone water?

| NTERVI EVEER
No.

Thi s has caught Lester with his ass in the air hal fway out
of the chair.

She notices this. |Is poised with pen.
Lester sits.
She needn't note this.

Lester notices that the clock on the wall still reads 10.
He consults his watch. There is a discrepancy.

I NT. OFFI CE. -- CONTI NUOUS
A fresh Form before her, she girds for..

| NTERVI EVER
Nanes and pl aces of enpl oynent
beginning with the | east recent.
Account for all periods of
unenpl oynent .

LESTER S VA CE
"Least recent"? "Least recent"? Oh
okay first job | guess.

LESTER
Nifty-Thrifty Departnent Store.

| NTERVI EVER
Exact title of position.

LESTER
St ock cl erk.

| NTERVI EVVER
Description of duties,
responsi bilities, and acconplishnents.

LESTER
. ..stocked.

| NTERVI EVVER
Nane of i mredi ate supervi sor

( CONTI NUED)



LESTER
Unh...Lyra Martin.

| NTERVI EVEER
How | ong did you work there?
LESTER
About a year.
| NTERVI EVEER

Reason for | eaving.

LESTER
Per sonal reasons.

| NTERVI EVEER
Wul d you care to el aborate?

LESTER
| got tired of the job.

| NTERVI EVER
Starting and endi ng sal ary.

LESTER
(seem ngly nocki ng)
M ni mum M ni num

LESTER S VO CE
If it's not inportant enough for ne
to renmenber why do they have to know?

LESTER
Then there was a year and a hal f of
unenpl oynent .

| NTERVI EVIEER
Then?

ANGLE ON THE | NTERVI EMER S EYES

LESTER (O. S.)
The Beef Pal ace.

| NTERVI EMER (O S.)
Exact title of position.

LESTER (O.S.)
Cook.

| NTERVI EVER (O S.)

Description of duties respon-
sibilities, and acconplishnents.

( CONTI NUED)
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LESTER (O S.)
| cooked.

EXT. CONVENT. DAY. -- MORN NG 10

A suspi ci ousl y-1 ooki ng Corporate Building that could possibly
be a Convent. A B-novie sign announcing "Convent" rests
uneasily over what may very well say sonmething |ike "East
Chat ham Bank & Trust".

The Interviewer as a Young Wonman cones into view.

| NTERVI EAMER' S VO CE
Wien | was first brought to the
convent to start down the road to
becom ng an Ursuline Nun | was 14
years ol d.

She carries a duplicate of Maria's bag in The Sound of Misic
as she wal ks toward the buil ding.

I NT. OFFI CE. -- CONTI NUOUS 11

| NTERVI EVEER
Nane of i mredi ate supervi sor

LESTER
Don't renenber.

| NTERVI EVEER
How | ong did you work there.

LESTER
About a year.

| NTERVI EVER
Reason for | eaving.

LESTER
| quit.

| NTERVI EVER
Starting and endi ng sal ary.

LESTER
M ni mum

| NT. CONVENT. HALL. 12

The Interviewer sits on a backless bench in a |long and enpty
dark Hall, A blinding sheet of light at its end.

( CONTI NUED)



| NTERVI EANER' S VO CE
| knew they were going to cut ny
hair. M beautifully long | ocks.
So I cut themoff nyself.

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
Next enpl oynent.

LESTER (O S.)
Harry's Fill-Um Up.

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
Is that "f | double-I dash u m dash

u p"?
13 | NT. OFFI CE. -- CONTI NUQUS 13

LESTER
"...dash u p". Yes.

| NTERVI EVVER
Exact title of position.

LESTER
Assi st ant manager.

14 EXT. CONVENT. COURTYARD. DAY. 14

The Interviewer is |ed across the hard-surfaced Courtyard by
a SISTER  In the course of their crossing several groups of
Nuns in Black close-fitting Habits march through. Though
muffled by their long Habits, it sounds as though they may
be wearing boots.

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
Description of duties, respon-
sibilities, and acconplishnents.

LESTER (O S.)
| was ni ght manager of the gas

station. | had to supervise anot her
worker. He would fix flats and run
the prem um punps. | kept up the

stock in the food part. W had stuff
i ke beer and eggs and jerky and

m |k and bread and oil and anti -
freeze. | worked the diesel and
regul ar punps.

15 I NT. OFFI CE. -- CONTI NUOUS 15

( CONTI NUED)
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10.

ANGLE ON LESTER

LESTER
VWhat ever happened to Ethyl?

| NT. CONVENT. CELL. 16

I n what | ooks suspiciously |like an office cubicle w thout
anyt hing which would identify it as so, Interviewer is putting
away the few things fromher Maria-Bag into a sinple dresser.

| NTERVI EMER S VA CE
It was the customthat the novitiates
be segregated for the first week.
My only contact with anyone was with
one of the Sisters who brought ne
food. At the end of the week | was
to see the Mdther Superior.

MONTAGE OF 2 VISITS OF THE SI STER BRI NG NG FOCD TO | NTERVI EVEER

| NTERVI EMER S VO CE ( CONT' D)
The first days | was brought food I
tried to get the Sister to speak.
But she wouldn't. So | nerely
accepted the food in the silence in
which it was given. And then on the
scond-to-|ast day...

| NT. CONVENT. CELL. -- LATER 17
The Sister has entered, deposited
S

turned to | eave as usual but thi
turns back into the Cell.

the food in silence, and
time she hesitates and

I nstead of wearing a Crucifix, two pairs of silver Crossed
Crosses are pinned on each side of the throat.

SI STER
| amtelling you this in the strictest
confidence. In tw days you are to

see the Mdther Superior. Wen you
are before her she is going to ask
you two questions: "Wat thing do
you |l ove nost?" And "What thing do
you hate nost?" And after you answer
she will say that "fromthis day on
you are to forsake for the rest of
your life that which you | ove nost
and to enbrace that which you hate

nost .
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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