    Lateral Thinking Mysteries
The Man In The Elevator
A man lives on the tenth floor of a building. Every day, he takes the elevator to the first floor to go to work or shopping. When he returns, he always takes the elevator to the seventh floor and then walks the remaining flights of stairs to his apartment on the tenth floor. Why does he do this?
Bomb’s Away
One night during Second World War, an Allied bomber was on a mission over Germany. The plane was in perfect condition and everything on it worked properly. When it had reached it’s target, the pilot ordered the bomb doors to open. They opened. He then ordered the bomb’s release. They were released. But the bombs didn’t fall from the plane. Why should this be so?
The Silent Cabbie

A London cab driver picked up a lady who was a notorious chatterbox. He did not want to engage in conversation so he pretended to be deaf and dumb. He pointed to his mouth and ears to indicate that he could neither speak nor hear. After she alighted, he pointed to the meter so that she could see how much she owed. She paid him and then walked off. Then she realized that he could not have been a deaf mute. How did she know?

A Chess Piece

Two grandmasters played five games of chess. Each won the same number of games and lost the same number of games. There were no draws in any of the games. How could this be so?

The Two Sisters
One day, two sisters decided to clean out the old shed at the bottom of their garden. When they had finished the cleaning, one of them had a dirty face and the other had a clean face. The sister with the clean face went and washed her face, but the girl with the dirty face didn’t wash. Why should this be so?
The Dream

The boss of a storage ware-house had just arrived at work when his watch-man burst into his office. The man explained that while asleep the previous night he had dreamed that one of the stored boxes contained a bomb that would explode at two p.m., causing a terrible fire. The boss was skeptical, but agreed to investigate. After a search, a bomb was found in the area foreseen in the man’s dream. The police were called, the bomb defused, and a tragedy averted. Afterwards, the boss thanked the employee sincerely and then fired him.
The sacked man had not planted the bomb, and his prophetic dream had saved the warehouse from destruction. Yet the manager was right to fire him. How could that be so?
In The Pet Shop

A pet shop was advertising puppies for sale. The Poodle was of six dollars, the Labrador was of eight dollars while the Alsatian was of 10 dollars. Two men entered the shop. The first put ten dollars on the counter and asked for a puppy. The assistant asked whether he would prefer a Poodle, a Labrador, or an Alsatian. He chose the Poodle and the assistant gave him four dollars back. The second man also put ten dollars on the counter and asked for a puppy. The assistant didn’t utter a word. He simply gave the man an Alsatian puppy. How did he know that this was what the man wanted?
The Turkish Bath Mystery

Four men met every Thursday lunch time at the Turkish baths. Joe, a musician, always brought his personnel cassette player so that he could listen to music. Jack, a banker, brought a thermos containing a drink. Jim and John were both lawyers and brought paperback books to read.
One day in the mist filled room, John was found dead from a deep wound through his heart. The police were called immediately. They questioned all three suspects, but no one said they had seen anything happen. A thorough search was carried out, but no murder weapon could be found. What happened?
The Single Statement

An explorer was captured by a tribe whose chief decided that the man should die. The chief was a very logical man and the explorer a choice. The explorer was to make a single statement. If it was true, he would be thrown over a high cliff. If it was false, he would be eaten by lions.

What statement did the clever explorer make that forced the chief to let him go?

Alice’s Phone Number
Guess the last four digits of Alice’s phone number if their sum is her age, 24 yrs. The first figure of these four is three times the third, and the second is two less than the fourth, which is one more than twice the third. What are the last four digits of Alice’s phone number?

Answer:  
The Man In The Elevator

The man is a dwarf. He can reach the button in the elevator for the first floor, but he cannot reach the button for the tenth floor. The seventh floor button is the highest he can reach.
Bomb’s Away

The bomber is flying upside down.
The Silent Cabbie

He must have heard her initial instructions or he wouldn’t have known where to take her.
A Chess Piece

Who said that they were playing against each other?

The Two Sisters

When they had finished the cleaning, the girl with clean face saw that her sister had dirty face. Assuming that she also had a dirty face, she washed her face. While the girl with dirty face saw that her sister had clean face therefore she didn’t wash her face.

The Dream

The sacked employee was the warehouse watchman. He should have been awake all night on his security duties. Having a dream proved that he was asleep on the job. For this reason, he was fired.
In The Pet Shop

The first man put ten dollar note on the counter, so he could have wanted any of the three breeds. The second man put down one five dollar note and five one dollar coins therefore the assistant deduced correctly that the second man wanted an Alsatian.

The Turkish Bath Mystery

John was murdered by Jack, who brought an ice dagger into the Turkish Baths in his thermos flask. The dagger melted away after the murder, leaving no clue.

The Single Statement

The explorer made the statement,”I will be eaten by lions.” Now, if the chief does feed him to the lions, his statement will become true, so he should be thrown off the cliff. But if he is thrown off the cliff, his statement will become false; in that case he should be fed to lions. The chief had to admit that the only fair course of action was to let the explorer go free.

Alice’s Phone Number

The last four digits are 9537.

