Far Away

Act 2, Scene 5

Caryl Churchill tells us this about The Parade Scene:

“A procession of ragged, beaten, chained prisoners, each wearing a hat, on their way to execution. The finished hats are even more enormous and preposterous than in the previous scene. 

The Parade Scene: five is too few and twenty better than ten. A hundred?”
In “Far Away” the world is being swept away by war. War is breaking out everywhere and between everything. Such a big war means that there will be lots of prisoners of war. The prisons are over-crowded and more people keep getting put in there. The government isn’t taking any chances. If it thinks you to be an enemy, it sends you to prison. But these facilities are so overcrowded that they have to be systematically emptied. All the prisoners are chained and marched to an incinerator where they are executed and their bodies are burned. 
Watching the prisoners march through the streets has become a form of entertainment. People are fascinated by it and relieved to see their “enemies” marched to death. This sick extermination has been twisted into something much lighter and more enjoyable. It is a very repulsive idea.

How the play’s scene actually goes is up to us. Churchill leaves the details for our planning and imagination to decide.

Before trying to describe what will happen in The Parade, it is important to understand the stage design:

A) This serves as a gate every prisoner will pass through (it looks like a bridge). It has raised sides that are about thigh-high. The soldiers will put on the hats here.
B) These are assembly lines that have hats on them. Joan and Todd will take hats off the assembly lines and hand them to a soldier who will then put them on the prisoner’s head. These assembly lines are about waste-high and will act as a barrier.

C) These are little pockets that are lower than the rest of the stage. They are nestled right next to the real stage and the stage extension. Their floor will be the actual black-box marble. After crossing through the bridge and getting “hatted” the prisoners will go to one of these. 

D) The good old rolling flats. When in the closed position these flats would run from Da to Db and be flush up against the middle section, making one long solid wall. But since they are on wheels, we can pull them to an open position that spans from Da to Dc. They move to the open position like big sliding doors. When in this open position there is a gap between Da and Db. The prisoners will come in from the gaps created by the sliding.
Your character’s basic function in the Parade:
Prisoner: They are being marched through streets and into the country to be executed. Along the way they are observed by spectators. They are humiliated and debased by how people have turned a death-march into a parade. Those silly hats…

Soldiers: Soldiers organize the parades. They put the hats on the prisoners and make sure they march. Order comes down to soldiers.
Milliners (Todd and Joan): Milliners make sure the hats are ready for the parade. They feed the hats to the soldiers.

         Soldier





Prisoner

-  Black sweatshirt



-  Grey t-shirt (spray-painted # on back)

-  or Black t-shirt



-  Black sweatpants or yoga pants
-  Camouflage pants



-  Handcuffs
-  Boots




-  Barefoot
-  Belt

-  Toy gun

-  Police baton

-  Check-book (Soldier B only)

-  Whistle (Soldier A only)
-  Anything else you can think of
Note: An ROTC member has told me 
Note: I would really like to try and get every 
          that either a thrift store or Good
prisoner in a pair of handcuffs. It actually is 
          Will is the best place for cheap 
an all-or-nothing effect, so I’m going to try  
          camos. She also named Target 

and get enough for everybody. If you have a 
          as a good place. If we need to

pair of handcuffs that you would like to use,
          schedule a thrift-store hunt, let

please bring them in. It would be greatly
          me know. Also, if anyone might
appreciated. Also, it being winter time, I’m  
          have some camos that he or she
hoping that most everyone would be able to
          wouldn’t mind lending… wow, 
supply their own pair of sweatpants. I have a 
          that’d be awesome.


pair if anyone needs one. …Sorry to be so 






demanding…

Basic blocking for The Parade:
I’m going to write a brief outline of the basic blocking for The Parade Scene. It will deal mainly with over-all movement and the general movement of the prisoners.

START

Perpetration:
  (Joan, Todd, Soldier A, Soldier B)


· Joan is standing behind the Stage-Left assembly line (B) preparing. Todd is standing center with Soldier B. Soldier A is bringing a rusty bucket full of water down to the corner area (C). Todd is holding a basket full of hats. Soldier B takes the basket from him, looks at it, checks the hats and hands it back to him. Soldier B writes Todd a check. 

· Todd receives the check, moves to behind the Stage-Right assembly line (B). 
Hatting:

· Soldiers A and B move to the back wall. They push the two segments of wall that have wheels (D) so that it slides open. Standing in the gap where the wall used to be is a prisoner. A prisoner will be standing in both gaps.
· The Soldiers lead the prisoner in the stage-right gap (D) down stage and through the gate (A). They put a hat on the prisoner. Once she has her hat she walks down to the stage-left corner (C).
· As the first prisoner comes down, the other prisoner starts from the stage-left gap (D). She makes her progression downward and goes through the gate (A), is hatted, and makes her way to the stage-right corner.
· While the second prisoner came down, the third has started from the stage-right gap. This pattern continues. The line of prisoners becomes a steady stream as the scene progresses.
Execution:

· The last prisoner makes his way towards the gate (A) but slows until he comes to a stop. He has a hairpin and is trying to unlock his handcuffs. They finally unlock. He starts to turn but Soldier B catches his shoulder, whips out his police baton, and hits him in the back.


· The prisoner falls to his knees and starts to turn back towards his entrance. The soldier pushes him into the stage-right wall (the doorway has been covered with chicken wire. The soldier then pushes him back into the gap.

· The prisoner is lying in the gap (D), his body half seen. His waist and higher is blocked by the stationary center wall, but the audience can see his lower torso. Soldier B walks to the gap (D) then steps so he is straddling the prisoner. Soldier B is half blocked to the audience. He draws his gun and executes the prisoner.
· Soldier A exits through the Stage-left gap (D). She gets a wheel-chair.

· Soldier A wheels the wheel-chair to the site of the execution and her and Soldier B loads the prisoner, who is now wearing a hat that covers his head-wound, into the wheel chair.

Parade:
· Soldier A wheels the body down to down-stage-center. She blows her whistles. The prisoners stand. She twirls her police baton like a marching baton.

· Soldier A leads the progression, wheeling the body all the way. The prisoners fill in behind her. They walk off the stage, through the audience (following a narrow path that cuts through the center of the black-box) and towards the garage door. Soldier B is caboose to the parade.

· Soldier A dumps the body through the garage door and saves the wheel-chair. The rest of the prisoners continue through the garage door. Soldier A shuts it.

· Soldier A and B walk back towards the stage wheeling an empty wheel-chair. They leave the chair in the middle of the stage, nod to the Todd and Joan (who have seen it all) and exit through the two gaps (D). Once through, they shut the doors. 
