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NAMING CEREMONIES / WELCOMING CEREMONIES
It is a natural human instinct to mark life's change-points and mileposts through ceremonies or festivities.  The arrival of a new member of the family is such a time. The naming ceremony is our opportunity to welcome the child into our family circle, and to consider the differences and changes that the child will make to us all.  
The forms of the various types of ceremony often follow similar themes and share the generally common purposes of expressing our joy in the child, welcoming into the family, putting form to our hopes for the future etc.   A Naming Ceremony is one such ceremony.  It implies something special and does serve the purposes mentioned above. The ceremony will be vested with the meaning and importance that we assign to it and the child will always know that the family has cared sufficiently to have welcomed them with due thought, happiness, love and joy.
It is usual to conduct a naming ceremony in the first few months of a child's life, though again there is no strict rule. If the child is older, the ceremony can be more of a 'welcoming' ceremony than a naming ceremony.   Your child's naming (welcoming) ceremony is specially composed for the occasion. We will work together to develop exactly the service you want, though of course I can provide, as a starting point, some outlines of other services that have worked well.
In the Christian church, godparents undertake to see that the child is brought up in the Christian faith, and in times past would probably become the child's guardian should the parents die early. Today it is traditional to ask two relatives or friends (usually one man and one woman although there is no 'rule') to become 'supporting adults' or 'mentors', 'or special friends' or 'godparents' which still has a special meaning in the secular world in the same way as the child may have a 'Christian’ name. These people pledge to take a special interest in the child's development and to support the parents. They can also be there in the future, as a refuge for the child outside the immediate family circle.
There is the opportunity for family members and friends to be 'honoured' by their inclusion in the ceremony by the reading of a poem or special verse, by offering prayers for the child or even singing etc. The child may wear special clothing which may have a long family tradition, or be made from the mother's wedding dress, or be otherwise specially made for the purpose and thus commence a family tradition. You may have a special baby/child/children’s book for guests to sign, and I will usually prepare a certificate for the child and another for each godparent as a memoire of the occasion which the parents and godparents will sign. This can be part of the ceremony or a separate activity. The ceremony can end with a toast and the cutting of a cake or this can be a separate part of the day as part of a special lunch or other meal.   
You will note that there are, indeed, many alternatives and possible combinations.  What is certain is that the ceremony will be special to you, your child/children and to the occasion.
CELEBRANT
As a naming or welcoming ceremony is not a 'legal' requirement, you can use anyone to conduct the ceremony, though it is advisable to use the services of an experienced celebrant. Many wedding celebrants offer to undertake naming ceremonies.   
If you wish, I will be very happy to act as celebrant for you.
My name is Kaye Forester-Harris and I have been a Marriage Celebrant for the Baha’i Faith for the past four years.  (The Baha’i Faith accepts all the world religions as being from the one God and is so very open to the individual desires and beliefs of the broader community.  More information is openly available upon request.)  Funeral celebrant participation is also part of my service offering to the community at large. 
In my service as a celebrant I am pleased to conduct ceremonies that follow either spiritual or secular lines as I accept that not everyone holds the same beliefs. In a naming or welcoming ceremony I try to work with the family in such a way that all your family and friends, what ever their background, can relate to what is being said.
Most parents choose to hold the ceremony at the start of a celebratory party or meal, either at their own home, grandparents home or at a special venue. If the weather is fine, the ceremony can take place in the garden and the ceremony can be as long or short as you wish, but the ceremony itself usually lasts a maximum of about twenty minutes.
CHARGES
I do not charge for my time but ask that there be a refund of any out-of-pocket expenses re paperwork, petrol etc (these will be agreed beforehand.)  If we decide to proceed, I ask that you also make a donation of around $50 to one of the following:
Karuna Hospice Care, PO Box 2020, WINDSOR

UNICEF (United Nations International Children’s Fund)

This donation will be then passed onto the chosen charity in the name of the child/children involved as a gesture of their connection to the needs of a broader, and indeed, global society.

Also should Rainbow Therapies Healing Centre Gardens be is used there is a fee  of $100 to cover preparation of gardens and some seating availability.  Themed decoration is the responsibility of the family concerned.

WHAT NOW
Should all of this strike a chord with you and you would like to know the best way to start preparing a ceremony for your baby or child, then you are welcome to contact me.

KAYE FORESTER-HARRIS, PO BOX 188, KALLANGUR 4503
Telephone:   38861567  Fax:  32044854
Mobile:  0411361850     Email: rainbowkf@bigpond.com
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