
n contact with police andschools to assess thedatabase; and
n surveillance cameras inhotspots.

Casey Council, in thesouth-eastern suburbs, hasembraced the RAGEprogram and will spend morethan $300,000 this year toget it under way.
RAGE founder SteveBeardon said some councilscould be put off by the initialcost of implementing theprogram, which would be inexcess of $300,000.
But he said ratepayerswould have to fork out onlyabout $5 annually.
“It’s not a lot of money toask for to rid the city of thisscourge,” he said. “Thecouncil may have a goodprogram to clean publicproperty, but theappearance of private andcommercial properties isjust as important to theoverall look of an area.”
Banyule Council has a

by Natalie Robertson

BANYULE is the nexttarget for anti-graffitigroup Residents AgainstGraffiti Everywhere(RAGE).Hot on the heels of itssuccess in Melbourne’souter south-easternsuburbs, the group hasstarted lobbying BanyuleCouncil to adopt its graffiti-busting program.RAGE, made up ofresidents from acrossMelbourne who are fed upwith graffiti vandalism, iscanvassing councils with amulti-prong program oftactics.The program includesfirstly eradicating all graffitiin the municipality beforesetting up strategiesincluding:n a hotline to receivereports of graffiti attacks;n a contract team toremove graffiti within 24hours;n a database of graffititags.

War on graffiti willfocus on Banyule
policy to remove offensivegraffiti on its property withinfour hours and other graffitiby the next working day'send.

Council chief executiveDoug Owens said that whilethe program would beconsidered in the nextbudget, many otherimportant projects werevying for funding.
The Mall centre managerCassandra Kemp said theWest Heidelberg complexhad a program in place fordealing with graffiti, but abigger program such asRAGE would be a good idea.

“There are lots of goodprograms that the councilshould take up, but if they fund all of them it wouldcost the ratepayers afortune,” she said.
Ivanhoe Traders’Association president JohnMorgan said the programwas a good idea and hewould discuss it with theother traders.
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