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American soldiers celebrating end of war
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With the armistice of November 11, 1918, the war was over, however, the world could not return to the way it was - to what was 'normal.' Four empires had disappeared, a new menace labeled "Bolshevism" arose, and millions of people tasted the ideas and feelings associated with nationalism, national self-determination and democracy. The peace that followed the war was not one that was likely to last. The efforts to adjust to the war and what people experienced during and after World War I would dominate decisions in every area for the rest of the century. For millions, the war would continue for months, years and even decades after November 11th.  
 

More on Hatred and Hunger 
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Post-war socialist demonstration, Berlin
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The Great War had been the worst disaster in history. Nine million soldiers were killed. Four empires had collapsed and large parts of France, Belgium and Russia lay devastated. The old order had been decimated and a new one was taking shape -- and this struggle would prove even bloodier than the war itself. 
 
Millions of people - military and civilian - in every combatant nation had to cope with the war experience and its aftermath. Some people tried not to remember the war, while others built monuments to those who had died. Many went to the grave burdened by the unanswered question: "What did it all mean?"
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Soldier with reconstructive face mask
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For the "lost generation" the war became a war without end, one that continued through missing limbs, mutilated faces and shaking bodies. The question that haunted civilians throughout Europe was why so many of their fathers, husbands, sons and brothers had to die? Writers and other artists tried to create an answer. Memorials were established for the fallen, and people visited the battlefields to retrace the footsteps of their loved ones. Millions also searched for hope and messages from the departed through Spiritualism.
 
In the United States, President Wilson was determined to get the United States Senate to back the League of Nations. He embarked on a national campaign to gain the support of the American people for the League. His efforts were ultimately unsuccessful; in one way, Wilson was also a victim of the war. 
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While in Germany, the sense of betrayal and dishonor prompted some Germans to seek revenge. Many Germans, especially members of the army, believed that Germany had not lost the war on the battlefield. This was a delusion, but a dangerous one. These people felt that Germany, the army and all those who had lost their lives in the war had been betrayed by traitors at home who had undermined the soldiers at the front. The man who rose up to lead them was Adolf Hitler.
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1. Norway
2. Sweden
3. Denmark
4. Netherlands
5. Belgium
6. Portugal

7. Switzerland
8. Estonia
9. Latvia
10. Lithuania
11. Germany-East Prussia
12. Czechoslovakia

13. Austria
14. Hungary
15. Yugoslavia
16. Albania
17. Greece
18. Bulgaria
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