Andy’s Wildwater Adventures

PO Box 249 Creswell OR 97426

1-800-289-4534

Dear (Merge name
)

Thanks for your interest in the summer guide school. Let me take a moment to give you a brief overview of what we expect to get accomplished this year. With our bookings up 50% from last year already we are expecting to have our most successful season yet and have a number of positions you will be qualified to apply for upon successful completion of the guide school.

My guide school is celebrating its 15th anniversary this year, which means you can expect to take advantage of my 30+ years of experience
. Combined with the other instructors you will be learning from over 80 years of experience, making my guide school the most knowledgeable in Oregon. We will cover every aspect of running whitewater river trips safely, including Leave No Trace standards for camping and whitewater rescue techniques. All I ask is that you are willing to learn.

The school is set up as a 12-day excursion beginning Saturday, June 18th; please see the enclosed itinerary for exact dates and locations. The class is split into two major sections, the first we will be working mainly with day trips while the second will be a multi-day trip through the Wild & Scenic section of the Rogue River. We will have all of our equipment in our vans, but I highly advise bringing your own gear. There are wetsuits and paddle jackets available at our shop if needed.

River guiding is a fast-paced summer job that will test and strengthen you. I welcome anyone to join me regardless of age, race, religion, or sex; anyone can learn to become a river guide. Teens as young as 16 are able to work as guides in the summer making guiding a perfect way to make some extra money before school starts again in the fall.

Please take a minute to look over the enclosed materials. You’ll find an itinerary with dates and locations and a registration form you can fill out and return. If you have any questions don’t hesitate to call me. I’m toll free at 1-800-289-4534.

Thank you for your interest and I hope to be seeing you on the river!

Andy Reese
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Owner / Outfitter

Each day is planned out to try to maximize time and effort while allowing for some personal time to explore on your own. We will try to give you some of the basics of the natural and human history of each river, work with you to make your river reading skills better. Every morning we will concentrate on a put-in talk, a staple for every river guide, and every night is a debriefing of the day and a small workshop designed to give you a little extra help with various skills. 
Day 1 – Shop
· Spend the day meeting your fellow students, learning about important safety issues, and the various aspects of river guiding. You will have the chance to ask questions before we pack for the Deschutes. Our nightly meeting will discuss leadership and learning styles in an effort to help you maximize you learning ability.
Day 2 – Deschutes
· We will spend the day at the Deschutes making two complete runs, one before lunch and one after. The day will include basics of reading a river, food preparation, and local history. Our nightly focus will be about Leave No Trace principles for enjoying out environment.
Day 3 - Deschutes

· Our second day on the Deschutes will carry over the swimming and safety from the day before; we will be doing in-water drills for swimmer extraction and boat flipping. We will pack our gear after lunch and head to the North Santiam where our nightly focus will be on knots, the four knots you should know for rafting the proper usage of each.
Day 4 – North Santiam

· Because the North Santiam is only a six mile section we will be running it three times. This will be great practice for you and your water reading skills. We will discuss some of the history and special features of this river before we run it so you will feel more comfortable guiding it.. We will pack our gear again and travel to the McKenzie River where we will discuss building tarp structures.
Day 5 – McKenzie (upper)

· Our first day on the McKenzie will be going down the upper section. We will hit safety hard as this tends to be not only more difficult but more dangerous as well. You’re skills at reading water will be challenged as you try to get down this section without losing anyone and not getting stuck. Because it is a cold river we will be visiting a local hot spring that night before dinner, and then after dinner we will be talking about how the guide chain of command works.
Day 6 – McKenzie (lower)

· The second day on the McKenzie is more relaxing. This section is more commonly run and chances are you will see it multiple times as you work the summer. It will be a good chance to relax a little, but also to push yourself to find that elusive eddy. After the trip we will head into Creswell where we will repack our gear to prepare for the multi-day trip down the Rogue. That night we will head to the Umpqua where we will discuss decision making in an emergency.
Day 7 – North Umpqua
· The first day on the Umpqua we will again hit safety hard as this is the most technical stretch of whitewater you will run in the guide school. This is a favorite of past students and I’m sure you will enjoy it as well. There is a possibility of visiting a local hot spring if time allows. That night our focus will be turned to river ethics and etiquette, what you should and should not do on the river.
Day 8 – North Umpqua
· For our second day on the Umpqua we will run the same section as the day before, only this time you will have seen it once and know what to expect. Use this time to push yourself in your paddle-captain skills and see how good you really can be. After we pull off the Umpqua we will be heading to the Rogue, our nightly focus will be on handling accidents and errors.
Day 9-12 – Rogue
· The multiday trip will be three days on the river and one layover day. We will continue our nightly focuses into z-drag and boat rescues and then test you in our “River Olympics” to see just how much you have learned over the last 10 days. Along with that we will discuss the rich history of the Rogue River, teach you how to cook in a Dutch oven, see some bears, and finish it all off with a groover demonstration. We will pull off the Rogue and return to the shop to clean and stow all our gear, then debrief the entire trip. Each student will receive a graduation certificate along with a feedback form. We hope students will give honest feedback we can use for future school
�We would be able to use the information gathered from the caller to merge in here and make the letter a little more personable.


�I wasn’t sure what this should be, so just put in what Al had in the original.


�I figured a registration form would be good for those that are sold with this letter. Plus the itinerary is important.





