Foundations: the beginning.

Carbon-filaments lamps: a kind of lamp with filaments made of this material

By the turn of the century: By the end of one century and the beginning of the next.

Fuelled a steady programme of expansion: Motivated a firm programme of expansion

Patents: the right to make or sell an invention

Product Range: a selection of series of products

Launched: to introduce as a product

Landmarks:  an important stage in something's development 

Phillips’ headquarters: The main office of Phillips

Sales and services outlet: a shop or a service that is one of many owned by a particular company and that sells the goods which the company has produced 

Staffed by some 3,000 scientists: about 3,000 scientists who work for an organization 

Impressive global network: a large system consisting of many similar parts that are connected together to allow movement or communication between or along the parts or between the parts and a control centre that causes admiration

Spread over 25 locations: placed in 25 locations

Colour picture tubes: Cathodic ray tubes

Turn out a total of 50 million: Produce 50 million

Long term strategy: a planned series of actions for a long period of time

Policies: a set of ideas or a plan of what to do in particular situations that has been agreed officially by a group of people, a business organization, a government or a political party 

Key officers: An officer with high responsibilities. 

Creed: a set of beliefs which expresses a particular opinion and influences the way you live 

Committed: promised or given to a particular principle, person or plan of action 

To dial: To make a phone call
