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CUT TO:

EXT. OUTDOOR MALL, TOKYO - MORNING

BANANA (age 14) and JUNE, continue their conversation, as RYONE lays unconscious, beside the table.



BANANA


You mean to tell me that you actually got married 


when you were my age?



JUNE


Yes.
BANANA gives her an odd glare, with one eyebrow raised, and one eyebrow lowered.


BANANA


But guys are ... lots of things.



JUNE


My husband is devoted to me, and I love him.  


Everything's alright.



BANANA


Well, that's just luck.  I know I'm not ready for 


that sort of thing.  Heck, I know of forty year- 


olds who are still too immature to be married.



JUNE


Well, what you've gotta realize is that everyone is 


different.  And you've gotta learn to tolerate 


people for their differences.



BANANA


Let's talk about something else.  This topic creeps 


me out.



JUNE


(laughs)


And you make me laugh.  Hey, I've never told anyone 


about this, but my culture also has a tradition 


called a "promise belt" ...



BANANA


What?



JUNE


We weave bark into a ...

RYONE wakes up.



JUNE


(nervous suddenly)


Well, look at the time!  I have an appointment!  


I'm sorry, Banana.  I can't tell you anything right 


now.  I'm in a hurry.

RYONE sits at his seat, and begins drinking his tea.



RYONE


(to JUNE)


Hello.  I'm Ryone.



JUNE


I'm June.

RYONE and JUNE bow to each-other.



JUNE


Banana.  Take this.  It's a book of Ainu myths.

JUNE gives a book to BANANA.



BANANA


Thank you ... but why?



JUNE


Please read it, okay?



BANANA


I will.  Myths are cool!  Talk to you later!

JUNE smiles, waves, then runs away.

BANANA waves.



RYONE


What's with her?



BANANA


I don't know.



RYONE


Are you gonna read that book?



BANANA


Of course.




CUT TO:

EXT. TOP OF PALETTE TOWN FERRIS WHEEL IN ODAIBA

TOKYO - NIGHT

BANANA and RYONE sit on the top of this 115 meter tall ferris wheel, holding hands, and looking at the great view of Tokyo's Odaiba district.

RYONE leans toward BANANA for a kiss -- but she blocks him with her hand, and says ...



BANANA


Get your mind out of the gutter.  This is a public 


place, Ryone -- it's inappropriate.

RYONE notices that all of the other people on the entire ride are young couples their age, who are kissing.



RYONE


But everyone's ...

BANANA's backpack starts moving.



RYONE


... everyone's ...  


(confused)


What's up with your moving backpack, Banana?



BANANA


Doggie was asleep in my backpack; he enjoys the 


view from high altitudes.

BANANA takes off her backpack, and begins opening it.

DOGGIE emerges from the backpack and licks BANANA's face.



RYONE


Banana.  Please put him back into your bag.  I 


don't want to pay another 900 yen.

DOGGIE notices RYONE.

DOGGIE bares his teeth at RYONE, growls, and leaps towards RYONE's face.



RYONE


DOWN, BOY!

RYONE dodges, and DOGGIE flies beside RYONE's face ... and falls.



BANANA


NO!!! 


(screaming)


DOGGIE!!!

BANANA covers her eyes ... with RYONE's chest, as RYONE watches what WE DON'T SEE.



RYONE


Banana.



BANANA


Ryone, you're driving me crazy!  And I can't start 


blaming myself for stuff ... so ... take the BLAME 


... or I'll HATE you!



RYONE


Eep!  Okay! 


(raises three fingers)


I -- Ryone Hazuki -- take the blame.  What now?



BANANA


Now ... 


(crying)


... you have to leave me alone, Ryone.  I want you 


out of my life.  Don't call me, I'll call you.



RYONE


You will?

BANANA takes her head out of RYONE's chest.



BANANA


(raises three fingers up)


It's a promise.  Besides, I know you saw an angel 


rescue my dog.



RYONE


(nods)


He's signaling me to deny everything.

They laugh through their tears as they cry.




CUT TO:

BLANK SCREEN
DATE ON SCREEN:  November, 2008




CUT TO:

INT. KITCHEN, MAISON CHAN - AFTERNOON

BANANA (age 16) chats with MRS. CHAN (age 38).
BANANA CHAN (age 16) is 5'6", with shoulder-length dyed-blonde hair with orange roots.  She's cute with orange eyebrows, big green eyes, and a tiny bit of freckles over the bright skin tone of her youthful face.

MRS. CHAN, (age 38) is a normal, average-income housewife.  She's 6'4", with black hair, and orange eyebrows over her bright green eyes.


BANANA


Drop it, okay?  Shut up about Ryone mom, please.  


I'm sorry for telling you to "shut up", but that's 


your last warning.



MRS. CHAN


(laughs)


But you wouldn't hurt your dear old mother!



BANANA


That's right, but you're not my real mother.



MRS. CHAN


Still, you wouldn't hurt me.  You wouldn't harm a 


soul.



BANANA


I look like I wouldn't harm a soul.  But if you say 


one more thing about Ryone, your face will be red 


from the bloody nose you will get!



MRS. CHAN


(smiling, sarcastic)


Okay.  You win.

MRS. CHAN walks away.




WIPE TO:

INT. BREAKFAST TABLE, KITCHEN, MAISON CHAN - MORNING

BUSTER (age 12) chats with BANANA (age 16) and MRS. CHAN.
BUSTER CHAN (age 12) is 4'8", with orange roots in his dyed-brown, and purple-streaked, hair, that's parted in the middle.  Under this athletic boy's innocent green eyes are a tight SqueegiMon shirt, blue shorts, black socks, and futuristic running-shoes.


BANANA


Money makes me smile.  Am I rich in the future?



BUSTER


Yes, actually.



BANANA


Boo-Yah!  How will I get rich?



BUSTER


I think it's a family secret.



BANANA


Secrets waste time.



BUSTER


You'll find a lot of diamonds, but you'll never 


tell anyone where you found them.



MRS. CHAN


You hear that, Banana?!  Diamonds!



BANANA


Yee-Hee!



MRS. CHAN


Buster, is the future ... really ... totally pre- 


determined?



BUSTER


Well ... maybe.



MRS. CHAN


As long as you can remember it, are your memories 


pre-determined?



BUSTER


I'm not sure I understand the question.



MRS. CHAN


Will Banana find those diamonds?



BUSTER


Well ... err ... I'm not sure how she found them, 


or where she found them, but she found them, and 


maybe she'll find diamonds!



BANANA


ME LIKEY DIAMONDS!



BUSTER


Yeah.  And I guess it's also part of the reason why 


I'm here.



BANANA


To steal all our worldly possessions?



BUSTER


No. I want to figure out a lot of things about my 


family.  You see, I never knew my mother, and I 


want to know all about her.  Since you're my 


grandma, if I stay here, I'll eventually meet my 


mother, and I'll be able to get to know her, 


because I was two years old the last time I saw 


her.



BANANA


Wacky!  Weird!  Coolers! Bonkers! You've sure got 


issues, kid!

Pause.



BUSTER


Granted, granny.



BANANA


If you call me granny one more time, Buster, we'll 


be signing your death certificate!



BUSTER


Whatever.  Hey -- please tell me about yourself!



BANANA


(self-involved)


Sure!  Nice to meetcha!  I'm Banana-chan Lacy Chan, 


but my best-est girlfriends call me Banana.



BUSTER


Can I call you Granny-Banana?



BANANA


No.  You may call me Banner-Nanners, Nanna- 


Hanna-Channa, or Banana-Rama!



BUSTER


I'll call you Banana.



BANANA


Okie dokie. 


(self involved)


Born to Ko and Reg on June 3rd, 1992, I'm left- 


handed, 167cm, and my blood type's A!



BUSTER


(sarcastic)


What's your shoe size?



BANANA


23 or 24 or LL – I forget.  


(self-involved)


Anyway, I enjoy baseball, lemonade, and crisp 


November mornings.



MRS. CHAN

Hey Banana: Why don't you show Buster around 
town after school?



BANANA


Because I might see Ryone.



BUSTER


That's not necessary.  I don't want to be a burden.



MRS. CHAN


Banana, don't avoid the world just to avoid one of 


its citizens.

BANANA gives BUSTER a head-lock, and a noogie.



BANANA


Right.  I'll take the little brat for that walk!

BUSTER rubs his head.



BUSTER


Really?



BANANA


Sure!  Well, I'm almost late for school, but I'll 


give you the grand-tour of our town later today, 


alright?



BUSTER


Alright!



BANANA


So you just practice your deadly ninja skillz until 


then, or something, okay?



BUSTER


Okay!

BANANA gives him an odd look.




CUT TO:

EXT. ROOFTOP, MAISON CHAN - MORNING

BUSTER lays on the rooftop with 937, watching the clouds.



BUSTER


Y'know, domestic relaxation is good after six 
years of strict evil ninja academy!



937


That's not true -- we've had our moments.



BUSTER


Yeah, but the next stressful moment was always 


right around the corner at the NINjA academy; 


whereas here -- in this small, peaceful, seaside 


town, where I can feel the saltwater breeze on my 


face -- I'm certain that there's absolutely nothing 


at all to worry about.  I can finally relax for a 


change!



937


Relax while you can.



BUSTER


What's that mean?



937


You're being enrolled into Rain Middle School, as a 


transfer student.



BUSTER


Cool.  I'll be the mysterious transfer kid.  When?



937


Sooner, rather than later.



BUSTER


Was this your idea?



937


Yes.  But -- to be fair -- Ko had the same idea, at 


the same time.



BUSTER


Her name's not Ko.



937


Her ROLE is Ko.  And I'm still a bit ticked off 


that my half-father never mentioned me to her.



BUSTER


You mean they knew each-other before I came?



937


Yeah, but only long enough to tell her to 


sound-proof a guest-room.  He didn't tell her who 


the guest-room was for.  He just burped then 


vanished.  My job was to clarify whatever details 


his drunkenness left out.  Still, his visit 


terrified her, and now she sees a therapist.

INT. CLASS, SCHOOL - MORNING

MR. ONO presides over the class.

BANANA is one of the students.



MR. ONO


Rain was an autonomous kingdom -- a castle-town, 


whose castle was later renovated into a 


gothic-style Roman Catholic Cathedral, then 


up-rooted and transplanted atop the sea-side Mount 


Rain, an entire mountain which is hidden in a 


comet's impact crater, located north of here.



BANANA


So what?

The classmates laugh.



MR. ONO


Banana, you weren't here when the field-trip 


permission forms were handed out, and because Mr 


Dark is the tour-guide, you will remain here with 


me tomorrow.  Bring pop-corn ... enough for two.



BANANA


No probs!

The other students look puzzled ... and jealous.

MR. ONO continues his lesson.



MR. ONO


Mount Rain is artificial, originally built as a 


place for a church for a religion that is unpopular 


around these here parts, and hidden for fear of 


religious discrimination; however, times allegedly 


changed, and the corporation Megalith bought, and 


transformed, that mountaintop Cathedral, into 


research and development lab-space, for their 


godless genetics projects.



BANANA


Mr. Ono.  Is this geneticky thing important to the 


plot?



MR. ONO


Yes.




CUT TO:

INT. KITCHEN, MAISON CHAN - AFTERNOON

BANANA enters the room, and finds BUSTER curled up and sleeping on the table.



BANANA


Buster, you good-for-something little brat!

BUSTER wakes up.



BUSTER


Yes?



BANANA


How goes?



BUSTER


Nothing much.  Sleeping.  Domestic life is making 


me lazy.  I like it!



BANANA


It's better than facing the world.



BUSTER


Hey, can we take that walk now?



BANANA


I guess so.




CUT TO:

EXT. TOWN OF RAIN, JAPAN - LATE AFTERNOON

BANANA guides BUSTER on a late-afternoon walking-tour of Rain, Japan.

Kids push, pull, and throw, all sorts of toys, in every corner of town.

Nearby, a SMALL BOY falls down from his skateboard, and screams...



SMALL BOY


I GIVE UP!  WHO WANTS MY STUPID SKATEBOARD!?!

BUSTER runs to the small boy, and says...



BUSTER


Wow, I do!

The SMALL BOY shoots a confused look at BUSTER, then gives the board to BUSTER, and says...



SMALL BOY


TAKE IT!  IT'S STUPID!

BANANA laughs, then she walks beside BUSTER as he begins learning to ride his new skateboard.

COMMERCIAL BREAK

Buster points at some girls who are roller-blading.



BUSTER


Can you introduce me to them?



BANANA


I don't know them.



BUSTER


Why not? You live in the same town.



BANANA


They don't know you either.



BUSTER


What are they riding?



BANANA


Roller-blades.



BUSTER


Wow!  By age six, I'd already toured thousands of 


years of local history, but I've never stopped to 


notice roller-blades.



BANANA


That was six of your years ago.  You're twelve now.



BUSTER


It doesn't seem that long ago, because I try to 


forget about the six years I spent with the NINjAs.



BANANA


Buster.  Why were you in the mall anyway?



BUSTER


To prevent you from going to the candy store, 


because the clerk James is an evil cyborg, who was 


sent by the Megalith Corporation, to kill you.



BANANA


Bullplop.



BUSTER


Anyway, why were you there?



BANANA


I had finally found enough inner strength to tell 


James that I like him.  But now I'm afraid of 


rejection again.



BUSTER


Did you even hear what I said about James?



BANANA


I tune out stuff I don't wanna hear.  I just shrug 


it off until I can deal with it.  You should try it 


sometime.



BUSTER


Yeah!  There's nothing I can do about Armageddon 


now, so I'll just shrug it off until it's 


important!



BANANA


That's the spirit!

INT. FAST EDDIE'S COFFEE SHOP - LATE AFTERNOON

All customers flee, except MRS. CHAN, when BAKA appears in a puff of smoke.



BAKA


Thanks for taking your turn with Buster.  I sure 


flubbed-up with that NINjA debacle; it's all my 


fault!



MRS. CHAN


Buster is safe now, so everything's alright!



BAKA


Perfect.  Did you sound-proof his bedroom wall?



MRS. CHAN


Yes, I did.  But why?



BAKA


He screams in his sleep ... in Hebrew, Latin, and 


ancient Aramaic.



MRS. CHAN


What!?!

EXT. BASEBALL DIAMOND - LATE AFTERNOON

BANANA plays with her friend ALICIA.

ALICIA ORBIE (age 16) is 5'6", with shoulder-length red hair, black eyes, and a "sailor-scout" school uniform.

ALICIA's the pitcher, BANANA's at bat.

ALICIA sets down the ball, BANANA sets down the bat.

They sit down.



ALICIA


It's five-thirty now.  Why do you ask?



BANANA


You saw who I was walking with this afternoon?



ALICIA


Yeah, who's the brat?



BANANA


He goes to sleep at five in the afternoon, and 


wakes up at midnight every day; isn't that weird?



ALICIA


Yes.  Who is he?  Are you trying to make Ryone 


jealous?



BANANA


Don't mention Ryone.  And Buster's a relative.  


Plus, a boy and a girl can walk with each-other as 


friends, you know?



ALICIA


Maybe in Tokyo, but people talk too much about 


everything in this small town.  I'd rather live in 


Tokyo.  So tell me about Buster.



BANANA


Would if I could, but I just met the little brat.



ALICIA


You said he's related to you.  Is he a Chan?  Hey,

you’re Japanese, yet Chan is a Chinese surname, 
not a Japanese surname.



BANANA


We have some Chinese ancestors.



ALICIA


Which ancestors?



BANANA


I don't even know.



ALICIA


You're a bad liar, Banana Chan.



BANANA


Huh?



ALICIA


I get this vibe that you're holding many big 


secrets.  And I also get a vibe that they make you 


happy.  And I'm your friend, so I'm happy if you're 


happy, but can you tell me any of them?



BANANA


Naw.



ALICIA


I'm not going to force information out of you -- 


but TELL ME!



BANANA


No.  You're being annoying.



ALICIA


Then make something up.  It doesn't have to be 


real.  Just tell me anything, please, just for the 


fun of it!



BANANA


Okay, sure.  My secret is that I'm worried about 


something.  I'm worried that the fear that my 


future grandson -- Buster -- who now lives with us, 


may still be a bloodthirsty assassin, didn't get in 


the way of welcoming him into our home!



ALICIA


Sounds like it'd make a good anime or manga plot!  


Are you writing that?



BANANA


(laughs)


Yeah.



ALICIA


Well, about that problem: I think it's only fair 


that Buster gets ... err ... to benefit from ... 


err ... I forget what it's called.



BANANA


I think it's called the benefit of the doubt.



ALICIA


Yeah, that's it!



BANANA


Okay.  I'll give Buster the benefit of the doubt.  


What time is it?



ALICIA


It's almost five thirty-three.  Now tell me a real 


secret!

BANANA looks down, and plays with something on the ground.



BANANA


Secrets are closed doors.  Some doors lead to rooms 


that are on fire.




WIPE TO:

EXT. RAIN MIDDLE-SCHOOL - LATE AFTERNOON

NATASHA, a slender girl with red hair down to her ankles and big blue eyes, talks with an obese, mustached girl, named RUBULA.



NATASHA


Rubula.



RUBULA


Yes dear?



NATASHA


Banana's one funny character.



RUBULA


How so, dear?



NATASHA


Well, for one thing, she goes to the High School 


for lunch, and naps, but she's actually the 
oldest student of Rain Middle School, because 
she's sixteen and an academic failure.  It's so 
sad.  I feel sorry for her.



RUBULA


Yeah.  And her father moved away from town a long 


time ago, and he had custody of her brother Buster 


until just recently.  And now that Buster is living 


with Banana and their mother, Banana never shows up 


at this middle school anymore.  And I think it's 


because she's ashamed.  I think it's because she 


doesn't want her little brother to know that she's 


still in middle school.



NATASHA


Should we tell Buster her secret?



RUBULA


Of course not.



NATASHA


I think we should.



RUBULA


No.  That would be rude.  It's none of our 


business.



NATASHA


Yeah, it'd be rude.  But I think it'd be fun!  


Besides Rubula ...



RUBULA


I told you to call me Ruby.



NATASHA


Okay besides Ruby ...



RUBULA


That's better.



NATASHA


Besides Ruby, if we don't tell Buster Banana's 


secret, then I'll tell everyone your secret!

RUBULA's face turns red, and her hands quickly move towards her face, and wipe away a lot of sweat and tears.




WIPE TO:

EXT. ROOFTOP, MAISON CHAN - LATE AFTERNOON

MRS. CHAN sits on the roof, petting 937.



937


How was your day?



MRS. CHAN


Really good, actually.  Thanks for asking.



937


You're welcome.  What was so "really good" about 


your day? -- if I may ask.



MRS. CHAN


You may.  Well, an old friend from High School 


called.  I actually thought I'd never hear her 


voice again.



937


I'm sorry if I sound rude, but you're Banana's 


sister from another time-line, so your classmates 


go to Banana's school, and they don't know you.  


I'm sorry if pointing this out upsets you.



MRS. CHAN


No, it doesn't upset me ... too much.  But yeah, it 


actually turns out that Alicia is Banana's 


classmate in this time-line.



937


Interesting.



MRS. CHAN


I felt so awkward talking to her.  I wanted to warn 


her about "The Plague" and "The Panther".



937


What would you say?



MRS. CHAN


I don't know, cat.



937


My name is 937.



MRS. CHAN


Banana calls you: "Catty."



937


She's the only person who may call me Catty.



MRS. CHAN


She called our dog Doggie, but his real name was 


Wu.



937


(anime "sweatdrop" cliche)


I ... FEAR ... dogs.



MRS. CHAN


Well, don't worry.  Wu's long-gone.  I'll miss that 


little rascal.



937


Cats are better anyway.



MRS. CHAN


One night, Banana came home from Odaiba in Tokyo, 


and she told me that Wu was dead.  We cried, but 


Banana never told me how Wu died.  Ever since then, 


she's just been getting more and more selfish and 


irresponsible with each and every new passing day, 


it seems.



937


Has Banana ever been ... responsible?



MRS. CHAN


Yes.  When she was a member of the Emotion 16 


Soldiers.



937


Emotion 16 Soldiers?



MRS. CHAN


It's a long story.  Between ages eleven to 


fourteen, Banana was a hero.



937


Banana was ... a good girl?



MRS. CHAN


The best.  Even before that, when she was little, 


she liked -- more than anything else in the 


world -- to see people smile.  It didn't matter who 


you were, she wanted to put a smile on your face, 


and she would put that smile on your face no matter 


what.  If she found out that you liked oranges, for 


example, she'd go on a quest for the best oranges 


in the world.  And she'd find those oranges, and 


give them to you as a gift, and they were damn good 


oranges.  You wouldn't know it from how she acts 


nowadays, but when she was a little girl, she made 


a lot of sacrifices, for a lot of people -- she 


literally risked her life almost every week, for 


people who she didn't even know ... anyone.  And 


now, she acts selfish and irresponsible, as if the 


world owes her a debt of gratitude.  And in some 


ways, it does.




WIPE TO:

INT. BANANA'S BEDROOM - MORNING

Posters of anime characters and pop-stars are strewn across the wall of the room.  BANANA sleeps on her bed, snoring, and sleep-talking ...



BANANA


(sleep-talking, smiling)


I can lie through my teeth and make people believe 


the sky is pink!

The time displayed on her clock-radio is 6:59; when it flips to 7:00, the radio turns on, waking her up.



NEWSCASTER


... he goes by the name Ryone.  He is extremely 


heroic; he rescued many ...

BANANA turns off the radio, returns to sleeping, and sleep-talking.



BANANA


(sleep-talking, mumbling, drooling)


My punishment for taking so long to finish my list 


... my motivation to finish my list is ... 


flamingos.  It's uncomfortable.  I sit on it, but 


not for very long, cause it's ... chicken ... 


pickles ... mmm, pickles are king!  Pickles will 


one day rule the world, with their not so tasty 


cousins the cucumber as their slaves!  ... stone.

BANANA sleep-laughs.



BANANA


(sleep talking)


Of course I've lied to him.  I lie to everybody. 


Even the fish.  His secret weakness is … well, he 


hasn't told me.  I mean, it wouldn't be much of a 


secret if he told people.

BUSTER enters, and slaps BANANA's face.

BANANA wakes up, and reacts to getting slapped ...



BANANA


AHHH!

BANANA throws BUSTER into a pile of teddy bears.

BUSTER laughs.



BUSTER


Again!



BANANA


Why are you in my room, you little brat?



BUSTER


Mom told me to wake you up.



BANANA


She's not your mom.



BUSTER


I know.  But shut up.



BANANA


Is it true you're my grandson?



BUSTER


Yes.



BANANA


Then why did you come from the future?



BUSTER


A lot of reasons.  But mainly to prevent you from 


killing me.



BANANA


Why would I kill you?



BUSTER


You have that reaction to me.



BANANA


Huh?



BUSTER


I'm here because you're not supposed to marry 


Sweatpants.



BANANA


How did you know James' nickname?



BUSTER


He is actually an evil warlord sent from the future 


to destroy our family.  He was successful, and my 


SqueegiMon underwear are protecting me because 


they're magical.



BANANA


Are you lying?



BUSTER


Partially.  I'd much rather be born to your family 


than the one I ended up being born into as a result 


of you marrying Sweatpants.



BANANA


What?



BUSTER


If you don't marry Sweatpants, your daughter 


becomes a queen, and I an heir to the throne, but 


if you ...



BANANA


If I marry Sweatpants?

TO BE CONTINUED ...
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