“Genesis of Adventure”
The college adventure, from application to graduation, is a grueling and enlightening series of life lessons, and as such, settling on the right college is the most important step in that adventure. As genesis of the higher learning experience, it is important to match the personality of an individual with that of the university and those who attend it, a process requiring straightforward intelligence and clear vision. Standing at the twilight of that procedure I have arrived at the conclusion that the University of Texas at Austin is the right institution for me. I’ve found over the course of my search that many of my values and educational goals are in line with those of both the school and its students.

To begin, there are many educational ideals shared between myself and my fellow scholars at the university. Personal dedication to a strong and efficient work ethic both inside and outside the classroom work to improve academic behavior, such as study habits and interpersonal working relationships. Positive work ethics are essential to strengthening academic performance and hence, to a consistently successful college career. A close, productive association with faculty and colleagues is another ideal of mine shared with my peers. Interaction with teachers on an individual level works not only to personalize the learning process but also to reinforce confidence in newly assimilated knowledge, something equally important to my partners in the desks around me. Finally, an enhanced learning experience through a free and open forum for the exchange of ideas is another mutual principle. Classroom discussions, whether philosophical or factual, introduce various points of view to the marketplace of ideas, and involve those who are normally aloof from the classroom mainstream. They also serve to solidify general concepts which will serve as foundations in future discussions.
Through individual characteristics as a responsible and objective leader, I will make an important, if small, contribution to the university community. My leadership ability, thoroughly demonstrated in diverse circles in high school, most notably as a squad leader in band, provide a paradigm which classmates may follow. I would provide guidance on multiple levels, such as socially and academically for example. My strong sense of personal responsibility will charge me as being answerable for and to those under my leadership or guidance, and, through setting an example for others, will forge my colleagues into an intellectual force without equal. Using my objectivity and sense of fair judgement, I will build on the already reputable standards of leadership of those at the university, occupying positions and offices among many areas, including student government and officer positions in campus groups. 
To achieve these marks, however, goal setting is imperative to continual success, particularly to young adults such as me who are independent from watchful parents for the first time. Maintaining high grades and a continuously flawless performance on each assignment are primary objectives and nothing less than peak performance in every area of academic life will be accepted. Cautious budgeting of time between social and academic concerns will reinforce the meticulous study habits necessary to maintain prime performance.

Overall, the college adventure ahead is one which will doubtlessly be filled with excitement, wonder, and intrigue. My intellectual limits will be challenged and exceeded, barriers will be broken, and new standards will be set. Standing today at the genesis of that adventure, I look forward to my possibilities as a Texas Longhorn.
