Most transsexuals are left-handed, says researcher

TRANSSEXUAL men and women are mainly left-handed and can be identified by their distinctive fingerprints, a researcher said yesterday.

Richard Green, professor of psychiatry at Imperial College, London, told the Royal College of Psychiatrists' annual meeting in Edinburgh that research had shown transsexuals have strongly ridged fingerprints.  Other research showed there are more left-handed than right-handed transsexuals, while they tend to have more aunts than uncles on their mother's side.

Prof Green said: "Transsexualism has been with us since the dawn of antiquity.  This research goes some way to unravelling the mystery that is the horror of being trapped in the wrong sex body." His findings followed a study of 400 male and 100 female transsexuals over the last four years at the gender identity clinic of Charing Cross Hospital, the largest centre of its kind in Britain.

The study found more were left-handed than right-handed - bucking the trend for the rest of the population, who are overwhelmingly right-handed.  It also found that transsexuals' fingerprints are strongly ridged.  Both these characteristics are formed in the womb.

Prof Green said hand-use preference and fingerprints are formed in the first 15 weeks after conception and are influenced by testosterone, the sex hormone.  Another piece of research among transsexuals showed they have more aunts than uncles on their mother's side and male transsexuals tend to have a lot of older brothers.

Prof Green said the developing foetus could be affected by the number of boys born previously to the same mother and suffer an influx of "anti-male" antigens from the mother.  The high number of aunts could be explained by genetic imprinting in the mother's family which was then passed on to the male sons despite their sex, he said.

"A distorted sex ratio in one generation could result in distorted psychosexual differentiation in the next," said Prof Green.

