
Banana Republic Customer Relations
5900 North Meadows Drive
Grove City, Ohio 43123 toll-free phone: 1.888.277.8953

​​​​​​​​​​Dear Valued Customer,


Banana Republic is owned by Gap Inc., which is owned by our parent company, Fisher Inc.  Fisher Inc. has very diverse investments, ranging from the communications industry to the manufacturing sector.  


Recently, there has been controversy over the name, ‘Banana Republic,’ concerning trade, labor, and other global economic issues.  The name ‘Banana Republic’ was taken from Central America, where the banana industry originated for North America.  Recently, certain aspects of government repression and possible human rights violations have been brought to our attention.  Here is a brief summary,

“The history of banana growing in Central America is closely tied to the history of politics in the same area from the 1880's through the 1970's. Prior to 1870, bananas were unknown in the United States. The first bananas were imported to the U.S. in 1870 and just 28 years later, Americans in the U.S. were consuming over 16 million bunches a year. The story begins in 1871 with the construction of a railroad in Costa Rica by an industrious 23 year old from Brooklyn named Minor Keith. The project cost hundreds of lives, including the lives of his two brothers. Keith was a man who would do anything to advance his own interests. He even married the daughter of the Costa Rican President. His efforts paid off and eventually he earned the title  "The Uncrowned King of Central America.  At this time in Guatemala, just 2.2 percent of the population owned over 70 percent of the country's land. Only 10 percent of the land was available for 90 percent of the population, most of whom were Indians. Most of the land held by the large landowners was unused. Arevalo was succeeded in another free election by Jacobo Arbenz who continued the reform process begun under Arevalo. Arbenz proposed to redistribute some of the unused land and make it available for the 90 percent to farm. Here is where the problem arose: United Fruit was one of the big holders of unused land in Guatemala. The pressure mounted against UFCO and finally the company complained to the many friends it had within the U.S. government including President Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, saying that Guatemala had turned communist.  The U.S. State Department and United Fruit embarked on a major public relations campaign to convince the American people and the rest of the U.S. government that Guatemala had a connection with the Soviet Union.”


The history of the domination of the banana market, and our company, Banana Republic, is not something our company wants to be associated with.  This handout is the first in a large campaign to disassociate our company with the slavery, racism, and oppression that the native people endured there.

There has also recently been a controversy over our parent company, Gap Inc., use of child labor in the third world.  (Primarily in Central America, Russia, and Indochina.)  

“The United States itself has a long history of imposing oppressive and terrorist regimes in regions of the world within the reach of its power, such as the Caribbean and Central America sugar and banana republics.”

The current global economic situation is basically in place because of global capitalism, and it’s implications on developing nations.  The hardships that citizens of third world nations suffer is in place because of our profit motive.  We are not doing anything presently to correct the present situation.  

If you, a customer of Banana Republic, feel that we should pay our sub-contracted factory workers a ‘living wage,’ please call 1.888.277.8953, please leave your name and contact info.  (Gap Inc. does NOT sell customer info.)  We appreciate your commitment to global justice.  Please do not support Sweatshop labor.

� The Washington Connection and Third World Fascism, Noam Chomsky and Edward S. Herman, South End Press, Boston, 1979





