Some uses of a Mandolin
By Brian Lin

Most people know this piece of wood box in my hand as a Mandolin. Do you know how to use it to the utmost? I bet you don’t.

Mandolin is an important HOUSEHOLD item.

1. You can use it as a Bird cage / ants and cockroach house / or fish bowl if you treated it with water proof paint.
2. Use as wall decoration. Cut it in half if you have two walls. Scribble on your mandolin so people thought a famous musician sign it.

3. Use as a racket to kill flies and mosquito.

4. Open the top of the mandolin and it can be a cradle for new born baby. If you got twins, put the other one in the case.
5. Instead of a piggy bank, how about a mandolin bank for coins.

6. Put light bulbs in there and make it a lamp. When it is heated, it will even pop the strings.
7. Burn it if the weather is too cold.

8. Use as an alarm clock. Play discords to wake up your spouse in the morning.

CLOTHING:

Many string players use their instrument to ‘cover themselves’.  In movie ‘Forrest Gump’, Robin Wright was so poor she had to use a guitar to cover herself when she sang.

In classic music world, Canadian Violinist Lara St. John did the same thing with her violin while posing for Bach: Works for Solo violin. The album sold over 50000 copies.
Mandolin is a nice sized instrument to cover most people’s important parts. If you are big and tall, consider a guitar instead.
TRANSPORTATION:

A mandolin can be used as snowboard or floating device. In one of the 007 movies, James Bond used a cello case to slide down a snow covered hill with his girlfriend. If Jack hold a mandolin, he might not have to die in the movie “Titanic”.
A mandolin with case can be put in the back seat of your car, if you own a convertible. A few stickers like: Tour with Kiss, 1982 or ‘Springsteen played with me’ will be cool to impress your coworkers.

MILITARY:

Mandolin, as a guitar or a bass, can always be used as a weapon to smash someone’s head. The steel strings on mandolin are better than the nylon ones for strangling an enemy.
Machine guns can be hidden inside the case, like movie ‘Desperado’ featuring Antonio Banderas and his musician friends. They don’t even need to open the case to fire the shots. Personally, I think Salma Hayek is a better weapon for killing men.
Put a bomb in the mandolin. When you play e-string, BOOM……In the movie ‘English Patient’, the Germans hide a bomb in an old piano. Juliet Binoche almost got herself killed by playing Bach’s Goldberg variation. Luckily she was saved by a smart solider who wore a turban. To plant a bomb in US, a guitar is a better choice than piano or mandolin, since 1 out of 4 Americans play guitar. 

POLITICS

A music instrument can make friends faster anything else. In “Captain Corelli’s Mandolin”, Nicholas Cage made many friends with his mandolin than his rifle.

You can use mandolin to make enemies, too. Maybe a violin works even better. In movie ‘Red Violin’, the communist Chinese burned a violin as to despise western values.

MEDICAL

A mandolin can be a multi-functional testing device for medical doctors. 

Test the hearing with struts is obvious. Test the knee reflexes by knocking slightly. Test eye sights by moving the mandolin around and ask the patient how many string does she see? Most people will fail this one. Ladies and gentleman, how many strings do you see?
HAPPINESS

Even though a mandolin has so many uses, it cannot make every one happy if it is not played. Now I will play for you, until my speech time is up. Enjoy…..

