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Maternal attraction towards infants is a phenomenon that occurs not only in human society but in all animals, Sarah Blaffer Hrdy’s article gives great insight into this. Hrdy begins by providing examples of how primate mothers have a sincere affection for infants, whether or not they are their own, such as the story of a Gorilla who returned a young child to it parents after the boy fell into the gorilla’s cage. She then explains how some animals are not so carefree about whom they care for. Descriptions of cases involving animals working at both ends of the spectrum are also included, animals that will care for children they have no direct maternal connection to and animals that will turn away infants not their own. Hrdy then returns to primates, explaining how they reside within the middle of these two extremes. How human mothers have a distinct bond to their child that can not be duplicated but also how many women will take in orphaned or otherwise impoverished children and care for them.

1. Primates differ from other animals in that they reside in the middle of the “adoption spectrum”, neither reacting extremely adoptive or completely turning young away. This occurs on a primarily subliminal level, mothers attach to their children in ways that are not consciously possible. If such acts were to occur in species like sheep, it would place the animals in dire straights. In that, it would be not un-common for a mother to nurse one child while her own starved.

2. I do not believe that the author is reducing motherhood affection to simplistic organic reactions. It is my opinion that she instead views the link to mother and child as a mixture of the two, such that a mother bonds with her child on the subliminal level of organic process but then creates the emotion for her child through the original stimuli.

3. Specific examples of mother behavior, both human and animal, presented include the process in which a sheep imprints it’s smell on to it’s calf, the story of a monkey adopting an infant monkey of another species, descriptions on how certain lines of mice will nurse any pup that arrives in it’s nest so long as it coincides with the birth of it’s own child, and examples of mother’s learning to recognize their own child’s cry within 48 hours of birth. There are few contrasts between animal and human here. One is that in the mothering functions of the mice, it is highly doubtful that a human mother would nurse any child that it was brought. Other forms parallel human behavior, like the adopting monkey or the sheep capable of imprinting knowledge of it’s calf directly after birth.

4. The last sentence of paragraph 1 is an announcement to the purpose of this text. It clearly states the question that will be answered, or at least greatly acknowledged, though the essay. The sentence also gives a rough idea about the organizing of the work. Points in the work such as the story of the adoptive mother monkey and the gorilla that cared for the child that fell into her café are prime examples of this.

5. Throughout the article the author refers to the work of Primatologists, she directly quotes the work of on “Alejandro Estrada” during paragraph 2.

6. Summaries provide a concise outline of the information provided during the texts that they cover, it also changes the work in to that of the author. They are now writing their own, creating for themselves rather than citing the work of others.

