Will Helmold

Engwr 300 Abraham

11661

Summary of “Mohammad meets Madonna”
8-21-05


Mary Pipher’s article, “Mohammad meets Madonna” shines light on the inner details of the problems that teenagers coming to America from foreign nations face. Pipher first tells the stories of two teenagers that moved to America and the problems presented to them. She gives a base setting of said problems, presenting examples taken from interviews with adolescents that came from war-torn or otherwise impoverished nations. From these interviews it is easy to see the extreme difficulties one would face under those conditions. Pipher goes on to further broaden her subject matter by giving multiple set-ups of how family life for these teens are disrupted as well. She provides many relevant scenarios that support this; the faster “Americanization” of children versus their parents, the shift of cultural knowledge from adult to child, and the language and cultural barriers. The article further explains individual cases for each of the problems presented. She explains how children commonly learn English faster than their parents and have to interpret for them, which places a large responsibility on the child, not only to provide them with a way to talk with those around them, but to truthfully interpret for their parents. Ultimately the problem of cultural clashes is clearly and exquisitely presented in the article.

