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1. WWI military training camps.
Training camps during WWI were places where soldiers were prepared to go to fight at the front. They were also places where soldiers suffered from strict disciplinary action at the hands of “superior” officers at every possible interlude. This was meant to prepare them for the action at the front, in a sense, desensitizing them. This often had negative effects on the soldiers, scarring them for life, and turning them into shell-shocked old weirdoes.

2. Mustard Gas. 

Mustard Gas (Yperite) was first used by the German Army in September 1917. The most lethal of all the poisonous chemicals used during the war, it was almost odourless and took twelve hours to take effect. Yperite was so powerful that only small amounts had to be added to high explosive shells to be effective. Once in the soil, mustard gas remained active for several weeks. 

The skin of victims of mustard gas blistered, the eyes became very sore and they began to vomit. Mustard gas caused internal and external bleeding and attacked the bronchial tubes, stripping off the mucous membrane. This was extremely painful and most soldiers had to be strapped to their beds. It usually took a person four or five weeks to die of mustard gas poisoning. One nurse, Vera Brittain, wrote: "I wish those people who talk about going on with this war whatever it costs could see the soldiers suffering from mustard gas poisoning. Great mustard-coloured blisters, blind eyes, all sticky and stuck together, always fighting for breath, with voices a mere whisper, saying that their throats are closing and they know they will choke."

3. Discuss how accurate Remarque's descriptions of these events are.
Throughout the book, Paul experiences life in both a WWI military training camp, and a near-fatal exposure to mustard gas. In chapter four, the German soldiers are bombarded by artillery. The bombardment includes Yperite, or Mustard gas. Remarque accurately describes the feeling of horror felt by soldiers as Mustard Gas approaches them. Remarque even describes the horror of your gas mask running out of air while people around you who could not get their masks on in time collapse like flies. 

Remarque also describes Paul’s training at a military training camp. We hear all about his training under Himmelstoss and all of the tough drills he had to run. These are all very similar to the sort of drills a real WWI soldier would’ve had to go through in order to be desensitized and ready for the horrors of war.
[image: image1.png]



