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FADE I N

EXT. H MALAYAS - DAY

As the CAMERA conbs the spraw ing and majestic Hi nmal ayan
nmount ai ns we MOVE I N on eight tiny specks. Eight CLI MBERS
conpri se an international group looking for the ultimte
high. They're | oaded down with ropes, backpacks, oxygen
cani sters, etc. The French Cinbers are on point, foll owed
by the Americans, then the Germans.

The Cinbers stop for a noment to catch their breath.
Fighting the wind the Senior American CLI MBER regards a nap.

SENI OR CLI MBER
W have no choice but to set-up canp
here and find base canp tonorrow.

The other dinmbers nod in agreement. A French CLI MBER
wanders, trips and falls over sonething.

FRENCH CLI MBER
Mon di eu. Hey, over here, |ook at
t hi s!

The other Cinmbers scranble over to him The French d i nber
bends down and brushes the snow of f of what appear to be
train tracks.

SENI OR CLI MBER
What is it?

FRENCH CLI MBER
| don't know.

GERVAN CLI MBER
Looks like train tracks.

SENI OR CLI MBER
At ei ghteen thousand feet?

The French Cinber continues to brush the snow off the tracks
and the entire group follows him The tracks |ead straight
into a nountain wall.

PULL BACK to reveal TWO ENORMOUS METALLI C DOORS dug into the
side of the nountain - each is seventy feet wide and fifty
feet high and covered with a flaky white coating. The
Clinbers stare at this bizarre sight. The Senior Anerican
Cinber runs his hands across the nmetal doors.



SENI OR CLI MBER
Jesus.

A German CLI MBER approaches the door, takes his ice pick and
bangs it against the netal.

CLANG CLANG

SENI OR CLI MBER
Don't do that!

GERVAN CLI MBER
It's a door: knock knock - who's
t here?

He raises the ice pick to bang on the door agai n when
machi negun fire erupts and the Clinbers are instantly cut to
shreds. The white nountainside is stained red with bl ood.

SI LENCE

A group of hooded MEN in white snowgear emerge fromthe door
and drag the bodi es inside.

I NT. STANDI NG COVWM TTEE MEMBER SI NG LI'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

SING LI (72) sleeps soundly. Two masked ASSASSINS steal into
the room fromthe wi ndow that they have cut out. They
approach the bed. One Assassin takes a pillow, straddles
Sing Li and suffocates him The second Assassin holds Sing
Li's legs down. Sing Li struggles in vain.

After a beat Sing Li's body coll apses.
EXT. NEW YORK CI TY SKYLINE - N GHT

CAMERA conbs the George Washington Bridge and rises to revea
the glowing New York City skyline and the upper West side.
W MOVE IN on a corner apartnment buil ding

I NT. APARTMENT - NI GAT

Sparsely furnished, this apartnent nore closely resenbles a
library than a living area. The walls are covered with books
fromfloor to ceiling. In front of a mrror JI M WEBER
attenpts to tie the bowtie of his tuxedo - with little
success. For a charmng brainiac his frustration with
something so sinple is endearing. H's AUNT SOPH E does her
best to help himbut he wants to do it hinself.

JIM
This side's | opsided.

AUNT SOPHI E
It's fine. Y know, this is the first
time |'ve seen you dressed-up since



your prom |I'msure you'll neet a
nice girl tonight.

JIM
Aunt Sophie, it's not that kind of
party - it's business.

Jimcan't get the bowtie right. Exasperated, he yanks it
off. He |looks at his watch.

JIM
I"mlate.
(ki ssing her cheek)
Don't wait up for ne.

They hug and she snmiles at himproudly. Jimheads out.
I NT. CHI NESE STANDI NG COMM TTEE - DAY

The 7 nenbers of the Standing Conmittee sit divided: three
"Hawks" on one side of the table and three "Doves" on the
other. The right-wi ng pro-war Standing Conmittee Hawks are
JIN LEE, VEN YAN, and TAK HO LI. Al of themlook |ike they
woul d just as soon slit your throat as | ook at you.

Bet ween t he 3 Hawks and 3 Doves HOY CHI N bows.
JIN LEE
Standi ng Committee Menber Sing Li has
died in his sleep. He will be
repl aced by Hoy Chin.

Hoy Chin sits with the Hawks. The three Doves | ook di smayed.

JI'N LEE
Gent | emren, the first order of
busi ness will be Tai wan.

I NT. GRAND BALLROOM PRATT HOUSE - NI GHT

The Grand Ballroomis straight out of Versailles. One
DI PLOVAT greets another with a hearty congratul atory
handshake and pat on the back

DI PLOVAT 1
Did you ever think you'd see this
day, Ednund?

DI PLOVAT 2
Not inny lifetime, Walter.

The Diplomats snmile in agreement. They turn as the
AMBASSADORS for India and Pakistan are escorted into the
ballroom A light round of applause and bows proceeds.

Under Secretary for Arms Control & International Security
Affairs JOHN DRAKE (55) greets Senator WLLIAM RICE. Drake



is austere and reserved but we can see the warmh in his eyes.

DRAKE
William it's good to see you.

Handshake.

Rl CE
Congratul ati ons, John. W all know
that you were instrunental in
bringi ng both the Pakistanis and
Indians to the table.

DRAKE
Real ly, sir, it was Col enan as much
as ne.

Rl CE
You' Il never make President, John, if
you don't learn how to toot your own
hor n.

Both nen chuckle. Rice swings an imaginary golf club

RI CE
Wiy don't you nmeet us in Darien on
Sunday? We'll play the back nine.

DRAKE
I'd love to but |I'm due back in D.C.

RI CE
Well then, next tinme.

DRAKE
Next tinme for sure, Senator.

Drake wal ks of f and scans qui ckly around the room he | ooks
at his watch and frowns. Drake | ooks at one of the many
televisions in the room KIMERLY GREY (30) reports live from
Ti anannen Squar e.

INT. TAXI - N GHT

Jimis still trying to fix his bowtie when he peeks his head
over the seat to get a better look at the snall TV on the

DRI VER s dashboard.

JIM
Can you turn that up, please?

The driver turns it up. Jimwatches Kinberly Gey file her
report.

ON SCREEN

KI MBERLY GREY



The Chi nese Governnent has j ust

i ssued a press release stating that
an international expedition of
mountain climbers in the Hinmal ayas
has | ost contact with its base team
They report a possi bl e aval anche but
are not allow ng any rescue teans
into the area citing hazardous
conditions. Kinberly Gey reporting
live from Ti anannmen Squar e.

JIM (to hinself)
What the hell is that?

The Driver shrugs his shoul ders.
EXT. EAST 68TH STREET, NEW YORK - NI GHT

Li mousines line the north side of street in front of the
Pratt House. DOORMEN and CHAUFFEURS open |inpusine doors to
| et out the prestigious DI PLOVATS

Away fromthe |linobusines the taxi pulls up. Jimsteps out
and crosses the street. He holds his hand over his collar as
he makes his way towards Pratt House in the shadows of the
buil di ngs. He passes an alleyway then cones to a halt when
nore people exit their |inousines. Bookending the doorway
are two | arge DOORMEN dressed in tuxedos.

JIM
Psssst .

The Doorman turns expecting to find a panhandl er

DOORMAN

Ri ght this way, sir.
JIM

Ah... | need a favor.

The Doorman | ooks at hi m queerly.
EXT. ALLEY - NI GHT

Towering over Jimis the Doornman whose neaty fingers gently
tie Jims bowtie.

The Doornman does the final tw st then steps back to regard
hi s mast er pi ece.

DOORMAN
Per f ect .

JIM
Thanks.

I NT. PRATT HOUSE ENTRANCE - NI GHT



Jimenters and heads towards the Grand Ballroom G ant oi
portraits of ex-Secretaries of State stare down at him

| NT. GRAND BALLROOM PRATT HOUSE - NI GHT

Jimenters and | ooks around at the splendor; he can't believe
his eyes. Drake greets himw th a warm handshake.

DRAKE

d ad you could make it, Jim
JIM

Thanks for inviting me, Professor
DRAKE

"“John". In here |'mjust "John".

"Prof essor” makes ne sound |ike an
ol d curnudgeon.

JIM
What about "Under Secretary for Arms
Control and International Security
Affairs"?

DRAKE
Only in mxed conpany.

Ji m chuckles. A GENTLEMAN in a tuxedo standing just to the
right of an extremely large screen television |ooks at his
wat ch and clinks his chanpagne glass with a spoon in order to
gain the attention of the other Diplomats. A lull falls over
the roomalong with a nass of confident smles.

GENTLEMAN (j ovi al l'y)
Ladi es and gentlenmen, if |'mnot
nm staken, it is tine.

He flicks on the television to CNN and all eyes are on
BERNARD SHAW Under Shaw s face an el ectronic |abel flashes:
SPEC| AL REPORT

ON SCREEN

BERNARD SHAW
After decades of bad bl ood between
Paki stan and I ndia, President Russel
and the White House have j ust
announced that they have finally
succeeded in brokering a truce
bet ween t hese warring nations.

The roomis filled with congratulatory pats on the back
BERNARD SHAW

More inportantly, effective
i medi ately, India and Pakistan have



agreed to dismantle their nuclear
war heads.

Cheers along with the sound of chanpagne corks popping ring
out. The Gentleman shuts off the television and the
conversation resumes.

JIM
They didn't even nmention you or any
ot her peopl e here, just President
Russel | .

DRAKE
That's just the way it is, he gets
the credit and we get a party.
doubt Russel |l knew where Paki stan was
until a nmonth ago - he's been so busy
trying to get reel ected.

JIM
Well, this truce ought to help.
DRAKE
It certainly will.
(beat)

Cnon, it's tine for the grip 'n grin
Drake |l eads Jimtowards a group of Diplomats who are drinking
chanpagne and snoking cigars. Drake taps one of the nen in
the group on the back. Senator CORNWALL (65) turns around

DRAKE
Senat or Cor nwal |

CORNWAL L
John, congrats on the deal

Cornwal | proudly pulls out a cigar fromhis pocket.

CORNVAL L
It's a San Luis Rey, series A About
nine years old. | got it froma

friend at Guant anano.

DRAKE
| don't know if you're aware of this,
sir, but we've had an enmbargo with
Cuba since that young guy was

president. ..

CORNVAL L
Oh yes, | recall hearing sonething
about that.

Hearty |l augh. The Senator pulls out a clipper and begins to
trim Drake's cigar.



DRAKE
| want you to neet Ji m Wber.
Studied with me at Harvard. Runs the
Chi na team at Rand.

CORNWALL
Jim

JIM
Nice to neet you, sir.

DRAKE
Studied there for two years. |If you
need hel p with anything, he's your
man.

CORNVAL L

Good to know.

The Senator hands Drake the cigar, then turns to Jimand
hesi tantly hands hi m one too.

JIM
Thank you, sir.

Drake and Ji mwal k of f.

DRAKE
He's a real prick. Votes with his
checkbook. How he ever got on the
intelligence conmittee is beyond ne.
Al t hough he does know a thing or two
about cigars.

Jimand Drake head over to a table of hors d' oeuvres where
CAL THURSTON (35) stands. Oddly he is the only man in the
roomwearing a suit, not a tuxedo.

Jimand Cal acknow edge each other because they're much
younger than everyone el se around. Cal extends his hand.

CAL
Cal Thur st on.

JIM
Ji m Weber .

DRAKE

What - the Company doesn't allow you
to wite off formal wear anynore?

CAL
Budget cuts, they're hurting us in
every departnment.

The three nmen laugh. Jimis inpressed that Drake pegged Cal
for a ClA Agent. Drake turns around and greets anot her



Anbassador, |eaving Cal and Ji m al one.

CAL
So what are you doi ng here?

JIM
Secretary Drake wanted to show nme the
ropes. And you?

CAL
Sane thing. Boss thought it was tine
to meet the Wzard of Oz.

JIM
It's pretty interesting, isn't it?

Jim | ooks around and notices that all of the nen including
Cal are snoking cigars and he lights up. Drake turns back

DRAKE
| didn't know you snoked

JIM
When in Rone...

EXT. SKIES OVER TAI WAN - DAY

A SQUADRON OF CHI NESE SU-27's scream across the sky. The
fighter jets sweep in | ow as they approach the shores of
Tai wan.

I NT. TAI WANESE RADAR STATI ON - DAY

Worried Tai wanese SOLDI ERS and a RADAR CONTRCLLER wat ch t he
radar screens as the eight eneny jets approach

RADAR CONTROLLER
Ei ght inbound, sir. Coning right at
us.

SENI OR OFFI CER
Sound the first alarm Prepare to
repel .

EXT. TAI WANESE RADAR STATI ON - DAY

Overl ooking the Taiwan Straits this station is prine rea
estate but that neans very little now as the jets blast close
to the tower. The windows rattle fromthe fly-by but no
shots are fired. The jets break formati on and head back out
over the ocean.

EXT. OLD TAI WANESE FI SHI NG TRAWLER - DAY
About a nile off the coast, twelve elderly Taiwanese

FI SHERMEN react to the sounds of the streaking fighter jets
over head.



I NT. TAI WANESE RADAR STATI ON - DAY

The Tai wanese scranbl e about the station. The SEN OR OFFI CER
shifts between the screen and his view out to sea

SENI OR OFFI CER
What the hell are they doing?

I NT. SU-27 FIGHTER - DAY
The flight COMVANDER of the squad has his sights on the

fishing trawler. He pushes a button and speaks into his
headset .

COVIVANDER
Tar get sighted.

I NT. STANDI NG COW TTEE - DAY

Over the radio the Standing Conmittee Menbers hear the
Conmander' s voi ce.

COWANDER (O. S.)
Awai ting your order, sirs.

JIN LEE
Fire when ready, Commander.

The three Doves can stand it no nore. They rise with their
| eader, SH YONGFA

SH  YONGFA
W refuse to sit here while you start
World War 111!

JIN LEE

Good! Then | eave!
Shi Yongfa and his conpatriots exit.
I NT. SU- 27 FIGHTER - DAY
The Conmander receives the order.

COVIVANDER
Prepare to attack.

He rel eases his mssiles as do the other planes. This is an
egregi ous joykill.

COMVANDER
M ssil es away.

EXT. OLD TAI WANESE FI SHI NG TRAWLER - DAY

The Fishernmen know what's conming but it's too |ate.



BOOM BOOM  BOOM

The Traw er is decimted. The fighter squadron screans back
t owar ds mai nl and Chi na.

INT. SU-27 FI GATER - DAY

The Conmander assesses the situation then speaks into his
headset .

| NT. STANDI NG COW TTEE - DAY
Jin Lee, Wen Yan, Tak Ho Li, and Hoy Chin listen attentively.

COWANDER (O S.)
Direct hit, sirs. 100% casualties.

The Hawks are content.
I NT. BATHROOM STALL - N GHT

Ji m pushes hinmself up and away fromthe toilet and flushes.
His tie is now undone and he | ooks dishevel ed. He wipes the
remai ns of the acidic saliva fromthe corners of his nouth
then regards the guilty party: the cigar. He tosses it in
the toilet.

The stall door swi ngs open and the stoic MORGAN BARNES (65),
a State Departnent Aide, |ooks down on Jim

BARNES
Pr of essor Wber ?

JIM
Uh- huh.

BARNES
Secretary Drake requests your
presence.

Barnes exits and Jimfollows him straightening hinmself up on
t he way.

I NT. STAI RWELL/ HALLWAY/ PRATT HOUSE - NI GHT

Barnes | eads Jimthrough a series of back hallways and
staircases.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM PRATT HOUSE - NI GHT

Several stately MEN regard an el ectronic nap of the world:
Drake, Senator Cornwall, ex-Secretary of State WALTER

BROOKI NGS, former ClI A Director EDMUND JANSEN, Under Secretary
of the Treasury MARTIN LOAE, Deputy Director of the NSA PAUL
STROLL, and Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs
JAMES HUTCHI NS



Cal Thurston sits off to the side. Jimenters and Drake nods
to an enpty seat.

DRAKE
Secretary Col eman's plane is being
rerouted to Kennedy so he'll be here

shortly. Let's get started.

Drake wal ks over to the map. Lights blink off the coast of
Tai wan.

DRAKE
Monents ago we | earned that China's
Standi ng Committee has been
overthrown by a right-wi ng coup
d etat.

Jimcan't believe his ears.

DRAKE
The new military reginme just began
conducting mlitary exercises deep in
Tai wanese airspace.

BROOKI NGS
They don't waste any time over there,
do they?

Drake points to the red |ights.

DRAKE
A squadron of Chinese SU 27s was
spotted here conducting live mssile
exerci ses. A Taiwanese fishing boat
found itself in the wong place and
time. The Chinese claimthat the
boat was on a reconnai ssance ni ssion
Tai wan denies it.

Drake points to another group of red Iights.

DRAKE
Chinese M9 missile batteries in
Fujan are being fueled and the group
armes in the Nuying MIlitary Region
are on level one alert.

Stroll | ooks over at the first two tel evision sets.

STROLL
You mi ght want to call Brandson and
I et himknow there's gonna be
billions of Taiwan dollars pouring
into the Federal Reserve tonorrow.

DRAKE



Martin, get on the horn with Brandson.
Martin Lowe picks up the phone.
EXT. EAST 68TH STREET, NEW YORK - NI GHT

Rain begins to fall as a snall notorcade of black cars
surrounding a linousine pull up to the side entrance of Pratt
House. Secretary of State OLI VER COLEMAN (65) gets out of
the car. Colenan's a no-nonsense man with an air of urgency
and authority.

I NT. BACK STAI RS/ PRATT HOUSE - NI GHT

Led by two Secret Service Agents, Col eman nakes his way up
the stairs.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM PRATT HOUSE - NI GHT

Col eman enters, quickly nods to Drake and the others, and
sits at the head of the table.

COLEMAN
CGentl emren, | have to nmke a
reconmendation to the President and
I'd like your consensus.

DRAKE
At this time, sir, my reconmendation
is that we go on alert, nothing nore.
W don't want to draw any unnecessary
nedia attention, especially if it
turns out to be not hing.

BROOKI NGS
John, this time they've crossed the
invisible line so far into Tai wanese
ai rspace that they can't even say
it's sinply an exerci se.

On the way to his seat Drake picks up a fax that's being
recei ved.

DRAKE
CGent |l emren, Fort Meade informs us that
they intercepted a signal from
Beijing on a frequency that has been
defunct for ten years. The nessage
was in code and cut off, but what
they did deci pher reads as the
followi ng: "Navigator Com Not
exercise. Sing Li nurdered. End.
I nvasi on i mminent. Proceed full-
force towards T ..." That's it.

JANSEN
I''mnot aware of any agents in



mai nl and Chi na that woul d have access
to that level of intel

Col eman listens attentively.

HUTCHI NS
Sir, this is one of those situations
that we have to nip in the bud.
Especially this late in the
reel ection canmpaign. | don't care
who's running the Standi ng Conmittee:
| recommend that we nove at | east one
carrier battle group into the area
i medi atel y.

JANSEN
If we get our ships there in tinme,
they won't try anything.

DRAKE
I think that we can only act as the
m ddl eman here. |f the invasion

starts, there isn't nmuch we can do
except watch.

LOVE
Wat ch what, John - billions of
dol lars of US and European interests
become property of the People's
Republic?

BROOKI NGS
Centlemen, let nme renmind you: in
accordance with the 1979 Tai wan
Rel ati ons Act we are obligated to
support Tai wan agai nst an unwant ed
Chi nese reunification.

Col eman clears his throat to |l et everyone know t hat he has
made a deci sion.

COLEMAN
As | eaders of the free world we
cannot afford to | ose face to China.
Especially this late in the
President's first term In light of
t he aggressive stance of China's new
Standing Conmittee, | amgoing to
recormmend to President Russell that
we nove not one, but three carrier
battle groups into the region
Three: to send a strong nessage to
Beijing and the rest of the world
that we're committed to a peacefu
resol ution of the Taiwan probl em

Br ooki ngs noves to the map.



Ji m | ooks

BROCKI NGS

W'l | nove the | ndependence from
Japan, the Carl Vincent fromthe
Hawai i, and then have the Abe Lincoln

come around fromthe Persian Qulf.
startled. He hesitates, then speaks:

JI'M
Excuse ne, sir.

COLEMAN
Who are you?

DRAKE
He's with ne, sir: JimWber, he
heads the China team at Rand.

JIM
Excuse ne for saying so, but |
di sagree with such a strong show of
force this early.

COLEMAN
This early? China could walk into
Tai wan before breakfast.

JIM
Sir, China is three thousand years
old; America isn't even three
hundred. What seens like a long tine
for us is nmniscule for them they
may have been waiting a long tinme for
this opportunity.

COLEMAN
This isn't some bullshit theoretica
garmre we're playing for fun.

JIM

Sir, from"The Art of War", we know
that there's no such thing as
conducting an exercise for the sake
of conducting an exercise. America's
"big stick' policy isn't going to
intimdate the Chinese nilitary
regime. It never has and it never
will.

(beat)
| think it's too soon to tell what
they are really doing to warrant a
show of force that would | eave us so
heavily concentrated in one area of
the Pacific. Myving three aircraft
carrier groups may be the kind of
Ameri can over-reaction that they are



hopi ng for.

COLEMAN (sharply)
W don't have tinme for your hi-
falutin theories, son.

I NT. WANG ZHI WEI'S OFFI CE/ MsS - DAY

WANG ZHI WVEI is the head of the MSS, the Chinese CIA. He's
a stoic man who probably sees nore viol ence before breakfast
than you'll see in your entire life.

Enter MSS AGENT CHANG

CHANG
Sir, we just intercepted a nessage
sent by the Underground. W were
able to cut nost of it off but I'm
afraid that sone of it got through.

WANG
VWhat did it say?
CHANG
"Navi gator Com Not exercise. Sing
Li nurdered. End. [nvasion
inmm nent. Proceed full-force towards

T..."

Wang is deeply disturbed by the news. He takes the file that
Chang read from

WANG
Good work. Dism ssed.

Chang exits.
| NT. ANTECHAMBER/ PRATT HOUSE - NI GHT

The Diplonats don't waste any tine with small talk as they
exit. Drake and Ji m hang back.

JIM
I"msorry, John...

DRAKE
You don't talk to the Secretary of
State about theories. He wants the
facts, he wants to know where the
|l and m nes are, he wants to know
where the mssiles are pointed.

JIM
I know.

DRAKE
However, sonmetines the facts rise to



support the theory. Let's go.

JIM
Let's go where?
DRAKE
You're coning with ne to D.C
JIM
Wy ne?
DRAKE

Because | need someone watching mny
back who doesn't have a vested
i nterest.

I NT. LIMOUSINE - NI GHT

Cal rides with Coleman in the back of his |inbpusine.

COLEMAN
Who was that Weber kid?
CAL
Drake' s protege.
COLEMAN
Vell, | want to know everythi ng about

himand | want to know it now Stick
to himlike white on rice.

I NT. LEAR JET - NI GHT

Jimsits next to Drake in a governnent plane. Jim watches
the television while Drake talks into a secure phone. On the
television, Kinberly Grey reports live again from Ti anannen
Squar e

ON SCREEN

KI MBERLY (i nto microphone)
Conflicting reports are com ng out of
Tai pei and Beijing regarding a
Tai wanese fishing boat that was bl own
to pieces earlier this norning.

JIM (to hinself)
Jesus, doesn't she ever sleep?

DRAKE (into phone)
Ef fective inmediately: Janes Carlton
Weber upon ny designation is to be
gi ven code level clearance... And
Mary, | want you to find out



everything you can about a Conpany
guy named Cal Thurston - OK?

JIM
What's that for?

DRAKE
St andard procedure. People never
just "pop-up" like that. There's
al ways a reason.

JIM
| never realized that you were so Zen

Drake chuckl es.

EXT. WASHI NGTON - ESTABLI SHI NG SHOT - N GHT

Over the Washi ngton Monument the jet glides in for a |anding.
EXT. U S. H GHWAY 270 - N GHT

A State Department car speeds down the hi ghway towards
downt own WAshi ngt on.

DRAKE

"' m giving you the next twenty-four
hours to turn your theory into facts.

Jimnods as the car enters the State Departmnent buil di ng.
I NT. SI TUATI ON ROOM - NI GHT

Jimsits at a desk in front of a conputer, a tel ephone and
sundry standard issue government office supplies.

Enter Cal carrying two cups. Jimis surprised to see him

CAL
| thought you could use this.

Cal hands Jima cup

JI'M
Thanks, but | don't drink coffee.

CAL
It's tea, no sugar.

Jimlooks into Cal's cup and sees that he's drinking coffee.

JIM
How di d you know that | didn't drink
cof fee?

CAL (fishing)
Lucky guess.



Now t here's reason to be suspicious of Cal.

CAL
I"'mhere to lend you a hand with
anyt hi ng you need.

JIM
Thanks, but really, 1I'm K

CAL (insistent)
C non, two heads are better than one.

JIM
Who sent you?
CAL
Col eman.
JIM
Really? | didn't realize | nade that

bi g of an inpression.

CAL
Listen, I'mjust a peon |like you.
I"mjust follow ng orders.

JIM
That's what Ei chmann said. |'m gonna
call Drake first.

CAL
| wouldn't bother. Col eman has
al ready spoken to him

Jimputs the tea down and gets back to work.
I NT. CHI NESE STANDI NG COW TTEE - DAY
Jin Lee, Wen Yan, Tak Ho Li, and Hoy Chin confer.
JI'N LEE
WIIl the missiles ained at Washi ngton

and New York be arned on tinme?

VEN YAN
Yes, sir.

TAK HO LI
What has been the reaction of the
NATO forces?

VEEN YAN
The Europeans are | eaving the
Americans out to dry - as expected.

JIN LEE



Excel lent. The Americans will be
isolated by the tine we attack them

Wang enters.

WANG
You called for nme, sirs?

JI'N LEE

Has the MSS picked up any internal
cause for alarn?

Wang is holding the file that Chang gave him He | ooks down
at it: "Navigator. Coni.

WANG
No, sir.

TAK HO LI
And you' ve taken care of any possible
uprising fromthe Underground?

VANG
As requested, sirs.

JI N LEE
Excellent. That'll be all for now.

Wang turns to | eave.

JIN LEE
Commence Stage Two.

EXT. NUYI NG PROVI NCE/ ARMY BASE - NI GHT

Scores of Chinese PILOTS and GUNNERS anble to their positions
in their helicopters. The helicopters take off in unison.

EXT. SKIES OVER TAIWAN - NI GHT
The helicopters fly towards Tai wan.
EXT. TAI WANESE PATRI OT M SSI LE STATION - NI GHT

A battery of well-concealed U S.-supplied Patriot Mssiles
rise fromtheir secluded nesting place and lock into position.

I NT. HELI COPTER - NI GHT

The PILOTS and the COMVANDER carefully monitor their
equi pment. Suddenly a grid starts beeps frantically.

COVIVANDER
They' ve | ocked on, sir.

I NT. STANDI NG COWM TTEE - N GHT



Jin Lee, Wn Yan, Tak Ho Li, and Hoy Chin listen to the
Comander .

JIN LEE
Good. Rel ease the decoys and get out
of there.

I NT. HELI COPTER - NI GHT

The Conmander gives the signal to a SOLDI ER who flicks a
switch.

EXT. SKIES OVER TAIWAN - NI GHT

Qut of the back of the helicopters comes heated schrapne
that will draw the fire of the Patriot M ssiles.

EXT. TAI WANESE PATRI OT M SSI LE STATI ON - NI GHT

The turrets follow the helicopters and missiles tear out of
t he | aunchers.

PSSST!  PSSST!  PSSST!  PSSST!  PSSST!
EXT. SKIES OVER TAI WAN - NI GHT

The missiles strike the schrapnel in the helicopters' wake
and expl ode.

BOOM BOOM BOOM BOOM  BOOM

The helicopters receive sone of the shock fromthe expl osions
but remain essentially intact.

I NT. STANDI NG COW TTEE - DAY

Jin Lee, Wen Yan, Tak Ho Li, and Hoy Chin listen to the
Commander over the intercom

COWMANDER (V. Q)
Yes, sirs, the Taiwanese have fired
on our reconnai ssance helicopters.
No casualties reported

I NT. SITUATI ON ROOM - DAY

Jimwal ks over to an array of nonitors of satellite graphs of
the Far East. He looks at the nonitor |abelled Taiwan; then
| ooks at the nonitors for Korea, Vietnam Canbodia, and
Japan; finally Jimlooks at the nonitor for Northern India
and Tibet. He runs his finger to the space on the nap

bet ween Nepal and Bhutan that directly links India to China.
He catches Cal's attention.

JI'M
Coul d you hel p ne out a second?



Jimpoints to 100 red dots spread about over the area | abel ed
Ti bet .

JIM
Do you have any idea what these red
dots mean?

CAL
Each dot represents a hundred troops.
There are ten thousand Chi nese troops
stationed in that area

JIM
Ten thousand - that's it?

CAL

The satellite doesn't lie: if it says
10K then it's 10K

JIM
Ri ght on the border with India..

CAL
It doesn't matter because that's dead
in the mddle of the H nalayas - no
man's | and.
Jimreflects.

JIM
Wait a second: isn't that the area
where the clinbers are mnissing?
Dr ake enters.

DRAKE
Br eakf ast .

Drake tosses a bag of fastfood onto Jinmls desk. Jimglances
at his watch: he has been up all night. Drake turns to Cal

DRAKE
"Br eakf ast."

Meani ng, "CGet the hell outta here, kid." Cal plays deaf.

DRAKE
Col eman wants to see you.

Cal exits.
DRAKE
That he understands. The Chi nese
just drew fire from Tai wan.

Jimcan't believe his ears.



JIM
Shit. | thought we had nore tine.

DRAKE
What have you got for ne?

Ji m hands a docunment to Drake.

JIM
This is an extensive report on every
singl e one of Taiwan's neans of
def ense agai nst an attack from China.

DRAKE
How el se do you think the CI A spends
its time?

JIM

It wasn't prepared by the CIA, it was
prepared in Chinese by the MsS.

DRAKE
Yeah, so...?

JIM
But it's signed in English
"Navi gat or".

Jimpulls out a copy of the fax transcript that Strol
received at Pratt House

JIM
Look at the fax we received | ast
ni ght: "Navi gator Com Not an
exerci se."

DRAKE
Anot her official taking bribes?

JI'M
Usual Iy they slip docurments rather
than use signal codes transnitted on
obscure frequencies - right?

DRAKE
Then it's a sl eeper agent.

Drake rifles through the rest of the file and sonmething falls
out. Jimbends over and picks it up. It's a photo.

CLOSE ON the photo circa 1956 of a stiff |ooking white couple
posing with their adopted Chinese child in front of the
Washi ngt on nmonunent .

JIM
Jesus.



DRAKE
| bet | know who this little guy is.

JIM
| guess you should go to Col enan..
he was head of the ClIA then.

DRAKE
C non, let's get outta here.
JIM
Wi t - a-second: John, | want to show

you sonet hi ng.
Jim |l eads Drake over to the nonitor of Tibet.

JI'M
Y see this?

Jimpoints to a precise region in the Hi nalayas just north of
I ndi a.

JIM
I n between those npuntains, there:
it's the Nathu-la pass, the route the
Dal ai Lama rode his horse out of
Ti bet in '59.

DRAKE
What about it?

JIM
Hor ses, John. They rode horses right
into India.

DRAKE
That's great for Trivial Pursuit but
what does it have to do with Tai wan?

JI'M

Not hi ng. That's mny point.

(beat)
That's where the clinbers are
m ssing. That's where they aren't
all owi ng any expeditions. That's
where sonething's going on that they
don't want us to know about.

EXT. HALLWAY/ WHI TE HOUSE - DAY

Drake and Ji mwal k down the hall way.

DRAKE
Nobody is going to risk starting
World War 11 over India.

JI'M



You know what the word "China" means
in Chinese, John: "Leaders of the
Uni verse. "

(beat)
Renenmber what Napol eon sai d about
China two hundred years ago? "There
lies a sleeping giant. Let her
sl eep, for when she wakes she will
shake the world."

I NT. WANG ZHI WEI'S OFFI CE/ MsS - DAY

A sterile office built during the height of Communism Wang

Zhi Wi

careful ly | ooks over
Conmi tt ee Menbers.
Yan, Tak Ho Li,

and the two ot her doves.

Enter MSS AGENT CHANG carryi ng another file.

Wang begins to | ook over the file on journalist

CHANG
Here are the files you requested on
Ki nberly Grey and t he Underground
Di ssidents, sir.

WANG
Thank you. That will be all for now.

I NT. SECRETARY OF STATE COLEMAN S OFFI CE - DAY

Cal speaks to Col eman.

CAL
Weber's nostly concerned with the
possi bility of China noving west.

COLEMAN
Then he's barking up the wong tree.
Mlitary intelligence has played out
all of the scenarios and Genera
Nel son delivered his report to ne
earlier. China is on the verge of
i nvadi ng Tai wan and we're gonna be
there to stop 'em

CAL
And he thinks that transnission
signed "Navigator" may be legit.

COLEMAN
Like I said, the wong tree.

Drake and Jimenter.

DRAKE

photos and files of the Standing
He separates the photos of Jin Lee, Wn
and Hoy Chin fromthe photos of Shi Yongfa

Kinberly Gey.



Col eman st ands,

M ster Weber has uncovered
information that |eads us to believe
that the boy in the photo is now an
agent deep inside the Chinese
government, possibly within the
Politburo itself.

COLEMAN
John, if we had any agents or even
synpat hi zers "deep inside the Chinese
governnent” don't you think that |
woul d be the first to know about it?

DRAKE
Yes, but. ..

COLEMAN
John, when | order three aircraft
carriers towards Taiwan on the behal f
of the President of the United States
of Anerica | cannot afford to have
your boy running around spouting
out | andi sh egghead theories. | want
you to put an end to this and an end
to it now.

JIM
Sir, Taiwan's a ruse. They'll sucker
us in and then when we | east expect
it, they'll make their real nove.
COLEMAN

And what will that real nove be
M ster Weber?

JIM
My research tells nme that they're
going to nove into India. Then
they' |l nove through the Mddle East,
t hrough the Soviet States and Europe,
and then towards the United States.

COLEMAN
You' ve been chained to that desk of
yours for too long, M ster Wber

You need to get out into the rea
world. And in the real world, we're
gonna Kkick their asses back to
Confuci us by next Thursday, son.
(beat)
Now i f you'll excuse nme, |I'm
schedul ed to brief the envoy and
former President Morrison for their
fact-finding trip to Beijing.

signifying that the neeting is over.



JIM
Morrison's going to China?

COLEMAN
Don't you read the papers, son?

JIM
Haven't had time lately; "been
chained to ny desk".

Col eman exits and Cal follows him
EXT. WH TE HOUSE - DAY
Def eated, Drake and Jimexit the Wite House.

JIM
Imagine if we had a governnent that
was interested in telling the truth,
John.

DRAKE
The truth - what's the truth got to
do with it?
(beat)
Cone on, |enme buy you a drink.

I NT. BAR - DAY

Drake and Jimsit in a quiet corner of this Capitol Hill
wat ering hole. CNN blares over the several televisions.
Kinberly Grey files her report from Ti ananmen Squar e.

KI MBERLY GREY
It is reported that President Russell
has briefed forner President Morrison
on the gravity of his emergency visit
to Beijing where he hopes new |ight
will be shed on the nmilitary
manoeuvres in the Taiwan Straits.

China's new Standing Committee still
deni es any acts of aggression and
assert that they now have the right
to attack Taiwan after their U S. -
supplied Patriot Mssiles shot down
two helicopters early this norning...

JIM
Ei ther she requires little sleep or
she's tw ns.

DRAKE
Excuse ne?

JI'M



Kinberly Grey - |1've seen her on the
news about five tinmes in the |ast 24
hour s.

DRAKE
Thirty-si x hours.

JIM
Is that how long |'ve been up?
shoul d' ve gone to nedi cal school
(beat)
VWhat if we just can't see them John?
VWhat if they're hidden or..
under gr ound?

DRAKE
You're fishing, Jim..

JIM
Put the pieces together: 1) China's
ally Pakistan lures India into a
fal se sense of security by agreeing
to disarm 2) The last dove in the
Standi ng Committee nysteriously and
conveniently dies. 3) A group of
expert nountain clinmbers di sappears
in the Hi mal ayas. 4) The CI A who
was getting reliable information from
a sl eeper agent - probably in the
Politburo - suddenly receives a
nmessage on what they thought was a
defunct frequency: "Sing Li nurdered.
| mmanent invasion, proceed full force
towards T." What's the "T", John?
| don't think it's Taiwan. | think
it's Tibet. Wy the hell else have
t hey been there since '59?

You think they give a shit about the
Dal ai Lama? Strategic advant age:
Tibet is not only their gateway into
the Mddle East but to the rest of
the world; Long range nmissiles with
nucl ear capabilities pointed at New
Yor k and Washi ngt on.

DRAKE
Jim remenber your original idea for
your thesis, about the secret treaty
bet ween Russia and China to attack
the United States from Si beria, Cuba,
and submari nes near Hawaii ?

JIM
John. ..

DRAKE



Now you're telling ne that

unbeknownst to the entire gl obal
intelligence community four nen are
responsi ble for secretly rallying 1.2
billion fell ow countrynen agai nst the
rest of the free world?

JIM
That's what |'m saying.
(beat)
And d'you know what? | bet that's
what this "Navigator" is trying to
warn us about.

DRAKE
And he's nenber of the Politburo
nonet hel ess?

JIM
Nobody el se woul d have access to this
| evel of intel.

DRAKE
Jim how sure are you about all this?

JIM
So sure that | can taste it.

DRAKE
Y know, if you're right then we're
all fucked because it al so neans that
t hey al ready have | ong-range m ssiles
wi th nucl ear capabilities in Tibet
poi nted at Washi ngton and New York

If Indiais first then we're not far
behi nd.

JI'M
| amright. And we are all fucked.

Drake studies himfor a beat, then:

DRAKE
Then there's only one thing to do.

JI'M
What's that?

DRAKE
Pack.
(beat)
Morrison's envoy | eaves in an hour

Jimexhales a sigh of relief. He's grateful that Drake
finally believes him



JIM
Good. Thank you for trusting ne.
And don't forget to bring a roll of
toilet paper - there's no TP in
public places over there.

DRAKE
I'"mnot going. You are.
Si | ence.
JIM
Wait a minute: | can't go to China.
I"'mnot a diplomat, |I'm a researcher

| have theories, not..

DRAKE
Listen, they'Il peg any agent froma
nmle away, but you..
(beat)

| mean, you actually do work at the
Rand Corporation. You're neutral
you have no official history except
the tine you spent there as a
student. You're the invisible man.

JI'M
John, wait-a-mnute..

DRAKE
Jim you just spent the |last hour
convincing me that China is going to
try to take over the world

JIM
Yeah, that's what | think, but..

DRAKE
And this "Navigator” is the only one
who can confirmthis theory. That's
what you said - right?

JIM
John, I've been up for thirty-six
hours, I'mnot going to China.

Jimgives a convincing |look to Drake as we..
CUT TO
EXT. D.C. Al RPORT TARMAC - NI GHT

Under a light drizzle, Air Force Il is boarded by various
menbers of the envoy.

DRAKE (v.o0.)
You can sleep on the plane.



Jimand Drake nake their way to the plane under the cover of
an unbrell a.

DRAKE
Renenber, you're only there to nake
contact with this "Navigator" and see
if he wants to open up. Nothing el se.

JI'M
k.

DRAKE
And what ever you do...

JIM (cutting himoff)
| know, | know. Don't enbarrass the
State Departnment.

DRAKE
No.
(beat)
Be careful.

Drake give Jima fatherly pat and Ji m heads towards the
pl ane. After a few steps he turns back around.

JIM
Hey, John.

Jimcatches Drake's attention.

JIM
Do ne a favor.

DRAKE
Sur e.

JIM

Call Aunt Sophie and tell her not to
wait up for ne.

DRAKE
I"I'l get right on it.

The men snile warmy at each other as Jimgets onto the plane.
I NT. POLI TBURO MEMBER SHI YONGFA' S OFFI CE - DAY

MSS AGENT CHANG finds a TRANSM TTER in the basenent of dove
Pol it buro Menber Shi Yongfa's O fice.

He | ooks surprised to find this itemhere. He rushes out.
EXT. SKIES - N GHT

Airforce Il flies in formation with two AWACs and two fighter



jets.
INT. AIR FORCE I - N GHT

While the State Departnment Officials sleep, Jimconpares
docunents and searches the computer for information. Just
like in the briefing roomat Pratt, on board Air Force Il is
a series of nonitors. Jimlooks down at a television where
he finds Kinmberly Gey filing yet another report.

KI MBERLY GREY
And this norning the Tai wanese Stock
Market fell over 800 points in the
first ninety mnutes of trading. The
mar ket was i medi ately cl osed and. .

JIM
Kinberly Grey, get some sleep, for
godssake.

Jimshuts off the television and starts to play with the
Nati onal Reconnai ssance Organi zation satellite inmages. Jim
finds satellite i mage of the Hi mal ayas on the conputer.

CLOSE ON COWPUTER SCREEN i nmage of blue grid mapped over
Sout heast Asia. Jimuses the nouse to enlarge specific
areas; he continues to enlarge portions of the grid to see
various houses and cars in little villages.

He backs up the image and finally freezes it over the
foll owi ng area: Southwest China, Northeast India, Tibet. He
steadies the finder and zooms in to get a closer | ook

Jims POV: a thin black line |eads fromthe mddle of China
to Tibet. Jimstudies this closely. He hits the print
button and a transparancy of the i nage cones out of the
printer. Jimnotices that everybody el se is asleep and

qui etly heads towards the cockpit.

INT. AIR FORCE II/COCKPIT - NI GHT
Ji m knocks on the cockpit door.

CO PI LOT
Can | help you?

Jimenters.

JIM
I'"msorry to bother you but | was
wondering if you guys have a nmap up
here - everything' s el ectronic back
here and I'd |l ove to get ny hands on
a good ol' fashi oned map

PILOT 1 turns around and frowns at Jim Although the Pilots
shoul d respect all passengers on Airforce Il, Jimlooks a



little young to be taken seriously. PILOT 2 hands hima nap
Jim places the transparency over the map and regards the |ine
headi ng i nto the mount ains.

JIM
You guys nind hel ping ne out for a
m nut e.

They mind. Jimdoesn't notice as he awkwardly shows themthe
map.

JI'M
See this |line here? Wat could it be?

The Pilots hesitate then figure that the best way to get rid
of himis to give himwhat he wants.

PI LOT 2
Too thin to be a highway. ..

Pilot 2 holds up the map for Pilot 1.

PI LOT 2
You were airborne recon - what's this
| ook Iike to you?

Pilot 1 | ooks carefully at it.

PILOT 1
| dunno - train tracks...?

JIM
| don't remenber hearing anything
about China constructing a train to
Ti bet .

The Pilots shrugs their shoulders - they don't care. There's
an awkward silence that Jimtakes as his cue to exit.

JIM
OK, then. Thanks.

INT. AIR FORCE Il - N GHT

As Jimreaches his seat he stops dead in his tracks, shocked
to find Cal regarding his conputer term nal

JIM
| thought they taught you how to be
di screet at Langl ey, asshole.

CAL
You' ve been readi ng too nmany spy
novel s.

JIM

Who's dick did you suck to get on



boar d?

CAL
Just Aunt Sophie's.

Jimrealizes that Cal is baiting himso he eats his coneback.
He grabs Cal by the shoul der and pulls himout of the seat.

JIM
Get the hell outta my seat. Now

CAL
Jesus, take it easy, Wber

JIM
Fi nd what you were | ooking for?

Jimregards the conputer screen to see what Cal was | ooking
at. Jinms POV: The NRO satellite i mage of the Hi nmal ayas.

CAL
Just browsing. Don't get your
panties all bunched up, I'mhere to

protect you.

JIM
Wel | keep your nose out of mny fucking
panti es and we won't have any
probl ems - y' hear?

Cal heads back to his seat in the rear

CAL
Y better get some sleep. Tonmorrow s
going to be a |ong day.

JIM
What ever you say, am go.

Upset, Jimtakes his seat and gets back to work
EXT. TARMAC/ BEI JI NG | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - DAY

Airforce Il glides gently onto the Tarmac. Witing for the
plane to taxi over is the requisite entourage replete with a
mlitary band and an array of black Mercedes |inousines wth
tinted wi ndows.

Of to the side stands Wang with an MSS PHOTOGRAPHER with a
long lens. As the envoy exits the plane the Photographer
shaps phot os.

MSS AGENT CHANG approaches Wang carrying the transmtter
found in Politburo Menber Shi Yongfa's office.

CHANG
Wang Zhi Wi, |I'msorry to bother you



but | thought that you would want to
see this i mediately.

Wang rai ses his eyebrows.

WANG
What is it?

CHANG
I've had it checked out and it's a
standard operating transmtter used
by the ClA

VWANG
Where did you find it?

CHANG
Shi Yongfa's office.

WANG
Good wor K.

Ameri can Anmbassador to Chi na ANTHONY STODMVAN (55) and his
entourage greet the State Department Officials. Stodman
of fers a hearty handshake to Morrison and then the others.

STODVAN
Wl come to Beijing, |'m Anbassador
St odman. Pl ease foll ow ne.

EXT. CHANGAN BOULEVARD - DAY
The entourage drives through the streets of Beijing.
I NT. LIMOUSINE - DAY

Stodman, Jim Morrison and the rest of the envoy regard the
passi ng scenery of downtown Beijing.

STODVAN
We're going to give you a few mnutes
to check into the hotel, then there's
an official state dinner.

Al'l of the nenbers of the entourage nod while they continue
to watch the dirty streets packed with bicyclists. They
drive down Changan Boul evard and approach Ti ananmen Squar e.
EXT. BElI JI NG HOTEL - DAY

The entourage cones to a stop in front of the Beijing Hote
whi ch overl ooks Ti ananmen Square and the Forbidden City. Jim
and the rest of the diplomatic party exit their |inmousines.

I NT. BEIJI NG HOTEL - DAY

St odnan, ex-president Mrrison, and the rest of the group



enter the 5-star hotel. Jimlags behind. KIMERLY GREY, her
caner aman DOUG and her soundman RICH wait for Mrrison

Kl MBERLY
Wbul d you care to comment, sir, on
the goals of this trip to China?

MORRI SON
At this time, | can only say that
America is concerned with the Tai wan
situation and we need to gain a
better understandi ng of what's going
on before we decide on our course of
acti on.

KI MBERLY
Does "a better understandi ng" include
three aircraft carrier groups
speedi ng towards the Taiwan Straits?

MORRI SON
I have no conment on that matter.

Kinberly turns to Doug and Rich as Mrrison wal ks of f.

KI MBERLY
What a surpri se.

There is a group of Chinese DI PLOVATS there to greet
Morrison. Stodnman brokers the perfunctory introductions.
Fl ashes go off as the medi a take photos of ex-President
Morrison shaki ng hands with various Diplomats.

Jimis left off on the side - it seems as if nobody wi shes to
speak with him He does a doubl etake when he sees Kinberly.

Suddenly Ki mberly brushes up along side of Jimand puts a
m crophone in his face. Doug points the canmera at himand
Rich hits the record button. Jimis taken aback

Kl MBERLY
H, 1I'mKinmberly Gey.

JIM
| know who you are; |'ve seen you on
TV about twenty times in the |ast 48
hours. Don't you sl eep?
Ri ch answers for her

RI CH
No, she doesn't.

Ki mberly ignores this and points the mcrophone in Jinms face.

KI MBERLY
Do you mind if | ask what role you're



pl ayi ng here today?

Jimhas to think for a beat as to what his answer shoul d be.

JIM
Ah... JimWber... I'mjust doing
research.

Kl MBERLY

What ki nd of research - research on
the shift of power in the new
Standi ng Comittee?

JIM
Ah... Noodl e House research - for the
Zagat's CQui de.

Ki nberly |l owers the m crophone and signals to Doug to shut
of f the canera

KI MBERLY
Thanks, asshole. What are you,
Conpany?
Ji m shakes his head 'no' and Kinberly starts off. Jim

catches up to her.

JIM
Listen, I'msorry, but I"'mreally
just here doing research. Nothing
terribly exciting.

Kl MBERLY
Yeah, yeah, yeah.
JIM
| love your broadcasts. Let's talk

| ater.

Ki mberly doesn't respond; she just wal ks off. The photo
opportunity ends and Morrison and the rest of the entourage
are led to their rooms. Jimwatches Kinberly wal k off then
follows the others upstairs.

INT. JIMS ROOM BEI JI NG HOTEL - NI GHT

Jimenters his hotel room puts down his |aptop conmputer on
the desk and throws his carry-on |uggage onto the bed. He
pl ugs his conmputer into the electrical socket and then into
the phone jack. He turns it on. Wile he waits for it to
boot up, fully clothed, Jimfalls onto the bed.

BEEP.
Jimgets up and goes to the conputer. The screen is a PGP

encryption which appears as an everchangi ng random series of
letters and nunbers. Jimtypes various codes and the letters



mracul ously re-formto spell out:

You have one new message
Jimtypes anot her password and up cones the nessage:
Jim
Here are the sat photos you requested. No aval anche.
Proceed with caution.
Dr ake

On the screen appears three satellite photos. Photo 1 is

| abel ed 13: 00 and shows the 8 Clinbers trekking in single
file. Photo 2 is |abeled 14:00 and shows them stil

trekking. Photo 3 is labeled 15:00 and shows the clear route
with no sign of the dinbers.

Jim | ooks at the photos and thinks for a beat.
I NT. GREAT HALL OF THE PECPLE/ DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Jimenters the Great Hall of the People dining roomand heads
for the dais table. Jimnotices that all the seats at the
dais table are taken. He is blindsided by an ESCORT who
takes himby the arm

ESCORT
Ri ght this way, M ster Wber

The Escort leads Jimto his table.

JIM
Ah, the kiddie table.

Al ready seated are a few AIDES fromthe American Enbassy and
a few JOURNALI STS, including Kinmberly, Doug and Rich. The
Escort |leads himto the enpty seat next to Kinberly. Jimand
Ki mberly | ook at each other, then Jimnods hello to the other
peopl e at the table.

LATER

Waiters clear the dirty plates fromthe tables while a
Chi nese DI PLOVAT nakes introductory wel comi ng remarks.

CHI NESE DI PLOVAT
and | would just like to thank
the Anerican del egation for their
war nt h and under standi ng and hope
that they continue to accept the
hospitality which we extend them..

Jim |l ooks at his watch.



JIM (to hinself)
What bul I shit.

Kl MBERLY
Wl cone to China.
JIM
Wl comre back, you mean.
Kl MBERLY
When were you here?
JIM
'88, '89.
Kl MBERLY

Before ny tine. You were here for
Ti anannen?

JIM
The University sent us hone right
bef orehand. Haven't been back since.

Ki nberly nods with her head towards all of the exits of the
room two MSS Agents are at each door.

Kl MBERLY
Well, it's become a police state.
See those two by the door?

JIM
MSS - right?

KI MBERLY
And there are two nore on the outside
the door and two nobre on every exit
of the hotel. M phones are tapped,
nmy mail is opened, my faxes are
nmoni tored, and ny instantaneous E-
mail mysteriously arrives a day |ate.

JIM
So why are you still here?

Kl MBERLY
Because this is where the end of the
world is going to begin.

JIM
An optimist: just the kindred spirit
| was | ooking for.
(beat)
I want to talk to you: let's get out
of here.

Kimberly turns to Doug and Rich



Kl MBERLY
Wiy don't you guys get a few hours of
shut-eye and we'll check in later

Doug and Rich nod and Jimand Kinberly take off.
EXT. BEI JI NG STREETS - NI GHT

Jimand Kinberly nmake their way through the streets of
Beijing. Jimlooks back and notices the MSS Agents
conspi cuously follow ng them

JIM
Should we try to |l ose our tails?

KI MBERLY
It wouldn't matter. They've probably
al ready planted a bug on you.

Ki nberly | ooks down at Jims jacket. Surprised, Jimbrushes
sone lint off hinmself. She smiles. They cut through

Ti anannen Square. Jimnotices army patrols set up around the
peri meter.

KI MBERLY
Tell ne what you're really doing here.

JIM
Tell me first what you know about the
nmountain clinbers in the H mal ayas.

Kl MBERLY
Noodl e houses - that's what you're
researching, right?

I NT. QUANJUDE NOODLE HOUSE - NI GHT

Jimand Kinberly sit in a booth in a lively noodl e house/ bar
A WAI TRESS puts two bows in front of them and heads off.

Ki nberly | ooks cautiously around the roomto try to pick out
who's following them She engages Jimin a superficia
conversation while she shifts her journalist's notepad with
her real observations and questions into Jims view.

Kl MBERLY

So how | ong have you worked at Rand?
JIM

Only a year.

Ki mberly inconspi cuously spins her pad around: G een jacket
in corner, black suit behind mne.

Kl MBERLY
What did you do before that?

JI'M



I was in school. Ph.D. Post Wrld
War |l Sino-Anerican relations.

Kinberly wites: What are you really doing here?

Kl MBERLY
Where are you fron®

JIM
Ri verdal e, just north of Manhattan
And you?

Jimwites something and spins the notepad to Kinberly.
Looking for an old friend. Tai wan?

Kl MBERLY
Ral i egh Dur ham

Kinmberly wites on her pad: A front.

JIM
Do you get to choose what subjects
you're going to report on or do you
have to listen to the network?

Kl MBERLY
It's half 'n half. The really
interesting stuff I do on ny own.
When | have the tine, of course. The
neat 'n potatoes stuff is dictated
from above.

Ji m spins the notepad back: New Standing Conmittee?

JIM
Well, | can tell you one thing.

Ki mberly spins the notepad back: Bad news!

Kl MBERLY
What's that?

JIM
You | ook even npore beautiful in rea
life than you do on TV.

Kinberly is taken aback but jokingly wites: Pig.

Kl MBERLY
I'"'mflattered.
(beat)
So what originally brought you to

Chi na?

Jimgrabs the notepad and wites: Tibet?



JIM
The hospitality. And the food.

Kinberly wites: Bingo.
Jimhides his frown and continues the niceties.

JIM
Care for a beer?

Jimwites: Source?

Kl MBERLY
Love one. Tsing Tao, please.

Kimberly wites: Underground

Ji m does a doubl e-take and stares at the word "Underground

JI'M
| didn't know they were naking a
coneback.

Jimgets up and goes to the bar.

JIM
Two Tsing Tao.

Wil e the bartender gets the beers, Jimheads towards the
bat hroom As he hits the bathroom door, it opens al nost
knocking himover. Jimis shocked to find Cal casually
Wi ping his wet hands on his pants.

CAL
No towels. Crazy - isn't it?
JIM
Small world - isn't it? | mean, what

are the chances of us two honeboys
neeting in the same noodl e bar at
m dni ght ?

Ji m brushes by himand heads into the toilet.
INT. TOLET - N GHT

Jiml ooks around and frowns at the prinitive facilities: a
hol e in the ground.

I NT. QUANJUDE NOODLE HOUSE - NI GHT

Jimexits the toilet, grabs the two beers off of the bar and
turns to find Cal sitting down across fromKinberly. This
does not meke Ji m happy. Jimgoes over, sits next to

Ki mberly, and hands her a beer

CAL



The little note-passing gane, it
shoul d stop. You're draw ng
attention to yoursel ves.

KI MBERLY (to Jim
You said you weren't ClA.

JI'M
I'mnot ClA.

CAL
['"lI'l vouch for him no operative
woul d be so stupid as to pass notes
in front of eight MSS agents, two
survei |l l ance caneras, and m crophones
in every soy sauce contai ner

JIM
Fuck off.

CAL
Rel ax, am go. W're on the sanme team

JIM
| certainly hope not.
(to Kinberly)
C non, we're outta here.

EXT. QUANJUDE NOODLE HOUSE - N GHT

Jimand Kinberly exit the Noodl e House.

JIM
Fucki n" Col enan.

Kl MBERLY
So | guess you're really not with
them..?

JIM
I have C-level clearance, for
Christ's sake. |'mnot that..

Ji msearches for the words.

KI MBERLY
"Adventurous"? "Savvy"? "WIly"?

JIM
“"Inportant... interesting"

Kinberly sniles. She relaxes, she believes him

Kl MBERLY
Don't be so nodest.
(beat)
Did you really grow up in Riverdal e?



JIM

Yes.

KI MBERLY
I went to the School of Journalism at
Colunbia. | used to go to the

Cloi sters on the weekends.

JI'M
My parents used to take nme there for
picnics, but | haven't been back in
years.

KI MBERLY
| would bring a little lunch and
read, | ook out over the river
Y ever go down to that jazz club on
107t h and Br oadway?

JIM
Yeah, we used to sneak in with our
fake 1D s and see Tal Farlow play.

Kl MBERLY
| saw Tal Farlow play there a few
tinmes...

JIM
Y know | saw Tom Waits play there
once.

Kl MBERLY
You're joking! | love Tom Wiits.

(beat)

You still haven't told nme why a nice

boy from New York is interested in
Chi nese politics?

JIM
Is this another interview?

She snmiles warmy to let himknow that it's not.

JI'M
My father was a |inguist. Spoke
Mandarin fluently but never got a
chance to use it anypl ace except at
M1.T., where he taught.

(beat)
He was fasci nated by Chinese
phi | osophy because it al ways seened
antithetical to what was actually
going on in China. He thought it was
ironic that anyone could be so
nystical in a country where people



are ruthlessly slaughtered every day.

Kl MBERLY
Are you close to your parents?

JIM
They died in a plane crash when | was
eleven. | was raised by ny aunt.

Kl MBERLY

I'"msorry.
She points to a street address, her apartnent.

Kl MBERLY
Well, this is me.
(beat)
Thank you for the noodles.

JIM
What should | tell Zagat's - three
stars, three and a hal f?
Ki nberly smles.

Just then Doug and Rich cruise up in the Chinese version of
a Range Rover. Doug peers his head out the w ndow.

DOUG
Ki mberly, c'non... they've arrested
sone di ssidents near the Great Wall

KI MBERLY
Shit.

JI'M
What's wong?

Ki mberly | ooks at the sky to see when daylight will break.
Kl MBERLY
That neans the executions should
start in about an hour. Let's go.

Ki nberly heads for the jeep.

JIM
Wait, I'mconing with you.

Jimhops into the jeep behind her
I NT. JEEP - NI GHT
Rich drives, Doug is in the passenger seat and Kinberly and

Jimare in the back. Rich looks into the rear-view mrror
and notices that they' re being foll owed.



RI CH

Shit.
KI MBERLY
What is it?
RI CH
We have a tail... but it doesn't | ook

li ke an MSS car. .
Jimturns around and takes a | ook

JIM
That's because it's not an MSS car.
It's a ClA rental

Jims POV: Cal Thurston drives a rental car

JI'M
Don't worry about him he clainms he's
on our side.

Kl MBERLY
What woul d | ead you to believe
ot herwi se?

JIM
My gut.

EXT. BEI JI NG STREETS - N GHT

The jeep crosses the perinmeter of the city. Cal is right
behind them |In the distance we can see an Arny roadbl ock

I NT. JEEP - NI GHT
Ri ch peers out the window at the flares in the distance.

Kl MBERLY
Stop the car. We'll walk from here

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD/ QUTSKI RTS OF BEIJING - N GAT

The jeep pulls over on a deserted unlighted road and Ca
pul I s over right behind them Al of themexit their
vehicles. It's pitch black except for the distant fires.
Cal cones over to Rich and Doug and offers thema hearty
handshake.

CAL
Not bad, not bad. | thought you were
going to lose ne back there for a
monment. Thank God | broke your
taillight.

Rl CH
Thanks al ot, asshol e.



Kl MBERLY
VWll, now that you're here, grab a
sack and take a wal k with us.

Ri ch and Doug unl oad their gear fromthe jeep.
throws a sack into Cal's arms.

Ki mberly,
Jim

JI'M
| thought the ClI A had a cl ause
agai nst manual | abor?

CAL
No, that's nenial |labor. W |eave
that stuff to you researchers.

Ki mberly

Ri ch, and Doug start off. Kinberly |ooks back to

Kl MBERLY
Cone on.

Jimfollows her and Cal follows him

EXT. FlI ELD/ OQUTSKI RTS OF BEI JI NG - NI GHT

Ri ch and Doug |l ead the way through the fields while Cal and
Jimwalk with Kinberly. 1In the distance we can
screans and see small fires burning.

JIM
Were are we goi ng?

Kl MBERLY
Shhh. ..

JIM

What' s goi nhg on over there?

Kl MBERLY
Every once in a while they round up
suspect ed underground nenbers and try
to scare sone sense into them

JIM
Does it work?

Kl MBERLY
Most of these kids would rather die
than squeal on their friends, so it
tends to get pretty messy.

CAL
W do the sane thing at Annapolis
every coupl a nont hs.

JI'M

hear nuffl ed



Shut the fuck up
Ri ch and Doug are fed up with the noise.

Rl CH
Keep it down back therel!

Just then, a group of MSS AGENTS swarnms upon Doug and Rich
and screans at themin Chinese. Cal draws his gun. Jim

hol ds his hand over Kinberly's nouth to stifle her screans as
the MSS Agents raise their guns to Doug and Rich's heads.

MSS Agent 1 turns to MSS Agent 2.

MSS AGENT 1 (in Chinese, subtitled)
It's them Wber and Thurston.

DOUG RI CH
No! No!

Suddenly, the MSS Agents pull their triggers.
BANG  BANG
Doug and Rich's lifeless bodies crash to the ground.

Jimgrips Kinberly tightly in order to stifle her cries. Ca
takes aimas the MSS Agents approach and | ook around. But
then the MSS Agents turn back and start to drag Doug and
Rich's bodies in the opposite direction

CAL
Let's get out of here.

Kimberly cries hysterically as Jimescorts her back to the
car.

CAL
How far is it back to the main road?

Kl MBERLY
About three niles.

CAL
We shoul d wal k. Those cars are
deat htraps.

JIM
We'I| take our chances.

CAL
Don't be stupid, Wber.

JIM
Get outta here. We'Il be fine by
our sel ves.



CAL

Suit yourself. 1'll see you back at

the hotel - if you nake it.

Cal takes off and Jimand Kinberly head towards the jeep.

Kl MBERLY
You heard - didn't you?
JIM
Yes, | heard. Cal doesn't speak

Chi nese. He doesn't know what they

sai d.

I NT. WANG ZHI WEI'S OFFI CE/ M5S - NI GHT

The two MSS AGENTS who killed Doug and Rich give their

to Wang Zhi Wei.

MSS AGENT 1
The bodi es of the Anericans have
al ready been cremated along with
| ast batch of dissidents.

WANG
Fi ne.

EXT. U S. EMBASSY - DAWN

t he

report

Jimand Kinberly approach the gates to the U S. Enbassy and

ring the buzzer inpatiently.
VO CE (on intercon
This is Sergeant McAllister, can
hel p you?
INT. U S. EMBASSY - DAY
An irritated and groggy Anbassador Stodman

STODVAN

enters.

| take it this couldn't have waited

until norning?

He takes a look at Jimand Kinberly who are dirty and

di shevel ed.

STODMAN
Ms. Grey, it's a pleasure to see
(he does a doubl e
t ake)
VWhat on earth happened to you?

Kl MBERLY
Two Americans were just nurdered
the MSS and we barely escaped.

you.

by



JIM
| need to get a direct line to..

St odman shushes Jim and points to the lighting fixtures. His
face says, "You never know, we could be bugged."

JIM
You' re fucking kidding mne.

O f Stodman's serious | ook we..
CUT TO
| NT. MSS UNDERGROUND | NSTALLATI ON - DAY

Two MSS Agents sit in front of wire-tapping devices |istening
to Jim Kinberly, and Stodman.

STODMAN (V. Q)
Fol | ow ne.

OFF we hear footsteps then one MSS Agent turns to the other.

MSS AGENT 1

They must be going into the bubble.
MBS AGENT 2

Call Wang and |l et himknow what's

goi ng on.
I NT. SECURE ROOM AMERI CAN EMBASSY - DAY

St odnman | eads Jimand Kinberly into the secure room which
consi sts of a suspended pl exi gl as bubbl e surrounded by fans
whose notors create noi se that buggi ng equi pnent cannot
penetrate. Stodman, Kinberly, and Jimclinmb intoit. |It's
totally surreal. They sit down.

STODVAN (to Jim
You're not the run-of-the-nill envoy
personnel . Conpany?

JIM
No, sir. And |'mnot here for the
photo opportunities. Secretary Drake
sent ne because | believe that one of
the menbers of the Politburo is a ClA
sl eeper agent.

St odman rai ses his eyebrows.

JIM
W intercepted a signal fromBeijing
on a frequency that hasn't been used
in years. The nessage warned of an
"I mmi nent invasion" and requested
that we proceed full-force towards



"T". | don't think they neant Tai wan.

STODMAN
Where, then?
JIM
Ti bet, sir.
STODMVAN

| don't think that we shoul d be
di scussing foreign policy in front of
a journalist.

Kl MBERLY
I'"'man Anerican citizen and my crew,
Doug Watt and Rich Morrow, were just
nur der ed.

JI'M
The MSS was really gunning for Cal
Thur ston and ne.

Stodnman reflects for a beat.

STODVAN
You said you believe one of the
Pol i t buro Menbers sent a nessage to
the States?

JI'M
Yes.

St odnman | ooks at his watch
STODMVAN
Wel | then, you should get washed-up
Morrison and the envoy have been
granted breakfast this nmorning with
t he Pol it buro.

MONTAGE of the U S. Mlitary Machine churning its wheels as
it prepares to defend Tai wan.

1. Carrier Battle Goups cuts through the Pacific Ccean

2. Naval Oficers aboard a nucl ear submarine run through
drills

3. Arny Soldiers march in formation with their duffle bags
towards a waiting transport plane

4. Col eman, Russell, and the Wite House staff convenes in
t he Pentagon WAr Room

5. F-18s take off the decks of adjacent aircraft carriers

I NT. SECURE ROOM AMERI CAN EMBASSY - DAY



Jimcalls Drake on the secure phone while Kinberly waits.
I NT. DRAKE'S OFFI CE - DAY
Drake works at his desk.

SECRETARY (O S.)
M ster Weber on line three, sir

Drake grabs the phone quickly.

DRAKE
Jim
Start intercut
DRAKE
Navi gat or ?
JIM

Not yet, but this norning there's a
Pol i tburo breakfast and he'l
definitely be there.

DRAKE
Just find out if he wants to come in
and we'll do the rest. How s that
Thur ston-kid doi ng over there?

JIM
He's a pain in ny ass. Dd you find
out what Col eman's problemis?

DRAKE

Not yet but I'mworking on it.
JIM

I"I'l call you back after the

br eakf ast .

Jimexits the bubble. Kinberly reenters the nmain room and
Jimjoins her.

Kl MBERLY
"Il take care of Doug and Rich's
things then nmeet you afterwards.

Jimreaches over and wipes the last tear fromKinberly's
cheek. They | ook intensely at each other and then Jimgives
her a big hug.

INT. WANG ZHI WEI'S OFFI CE/ MsS - DAY
Wang col l ects data on the Anerican entourage. Scattered in

front of himare photos that |et himknow where all of the
menbers of the envoy are at every nonent. He |ooks at a



photo of Jim Cal, and Kinberly sitting in the Noodl e House.
EXT. TAI WANESE RADAR STATI ON - DAY

The CONTROLLER nonitors the radar screens.

EXT. SKIES OVER TAI WAN - DAY

Ei ght SU- 27s flies through the skies off the coast of Taiwan.
They're getting really close, taunting the Tai wanese.

EXT. PHI LI PPI NE SEA - DAY

The Carl Vincent Aircraft Carrier and its accompanying
war shi ps cut through the ocean

I NT. CARL VI NCENT Al RCRAFT CARRI ER - DAY

Two AMERI CAN NAVAL OFFI CERS man the controls. The radar
screen starts to blip wildly.

OFFI CER 1
Looks like they've got incom ng.

ADM RAL
Man the course, we should be within
range within twelve hours.

I NT. STANDI NG COW TTEE - DAY

Jin Lee points to an electronic map of the Pacific that shows
the 3 American Aircraft Carriers noving towards Taiwan.

There is a line in the water that demarcates the "point of no
return”.

JI'N LEE
Once they pass this line then it wll
take them days to get out of the
straits and there is zero risk of
them maki ng it back anywhere near the
Bay of Bengal for weeks.

The three ot her Hawks are content.
EXT. GREAT HALL OF THE PEOCPLE - DAY

Wang Zhi Wei exits his linpusine flanked by two SOLDI ERS
They wal k silently into the Great Hall

I NT. GREAT HALL OF THE PEOPLE/ DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Wang zZhi Wei enters and inspects the dining arrangenments: two
I ong tables face each other - one for the Politburo and one
for the American envoy - and there's a lectern in between the
tabl es. Wang overlooks the dais table. The CAMERA slowy
turns fromWang's intense face to reveal the |ayout of the
room then we slowy..



DI SSOLVE TO
LATER

as perfunctory handshakes and bows abound as Stodman | eads
Morrison and his entourage into the dining hall and introduce
themto the Politburo Menbers. The 22 Politburo Menbers
stand in line waiting to greet their visitors. At the end of
the line are Jin Lee, Wn Yan, Tak Ho Li, and Hoy Chin.

The Americans, including Cal, forma procession |ed by ex-
President Morrison. One by one the American Diplomats shake
t he hands of the Chinese Diplomats.

EXT. GREAT HALL OF THE PEOCPLE - DAY

Wang Zhi Wi exits the Great Hall as Ji mapproaches and is
abruptly stopped and manhandl ed by two MSS AGENTS. Wang Zhi
Wei | ooks on with a poker face. The MSS Agents pat Ji m down.

MSS AGENT
Who are you? What do you want?

Wang Zhi Wei slowly approaches themand |listens in.

JIM
I"'mwith the delegation. [I'mJim
Weber .

The MSS Agents gl ance over to Wang Zhi Wi who nods for them
tolet Jimin. Even though Jimhas no i dea who Wang Zhi Wi
is, he nods "thank you" to him Wang Zhi Wi's face remains
stolid.

I NT. GREAT HALL OF THE PECPLE DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Jimenters the dining roomand Wang follows himin the

di stance. Everyone is already seated so Jimnoves carefully
towards the enpty chair anpngst the Anericans a few seats
away from Cal who | eans over towards him

CAL
d ad you could nmeke it.

Jimpays no attention to him The CAMERA follows Jims eyes
as he attenpts to look into the soul of every Politburo
Member .

Each Diplomat has a Waiter attending to himduring the |avish
15 course nmeal. Every few noments someone pours sonething
into JimMs teacup or glass and puts another delicacy on his
plate. Behind both tables of Diplomats is a TRANSLATOR.

Ex- Presi dent Morrison stands and takes a bunch of index cards
out of his pocket. After every phrase, the Transl ator
standing in back of himtranslates his English into Chinese.



Al of the Politburo Menmbers sit there in their Mao outfits
with slight political smles plastered on their faces
listening to Morrison speak.

MORRI SON
CGent | emren, we have sonme very serious
matters to discuss so |'Il get right

to the point. For nmany different
reasons the interests of Taiwan are
as conpelling to America as they are
to China. |In situations as delicate
as this, there is no roomfor
msinterpretation. That is why we
have cone here. As we all know, in
direct response to the exercises that
you are conducting in the vicinity of
Tai wan, three Anerican Carrier Battle
Groups are headed towards Taiwan. W
do not wish the situation to escal ate.

Jimsubtly takes out the old photo of young Navi gator
standing with his white parents in front of the Wshi ngton
Monument. He studies the young Navigator's face. Jimlooks
around the room at the eyes of the Politburo Menmbers before
hi m

Pol i t buro Menber RONG LIN | ooks over to Jin Lee then rises to
rebut Morrison's attack

RONG LI N

We thank you earnestly for making the
trip to our fair country. And we
woul d I'ike to work together with our
Arerican friends to elininate any
potential misinterpretation of our
actions.

(beat)
Sinmply, Taiwan is China: China is
Tai wan. Al though they persist in
mai nt ai ni ng a separate governnent,
t heir people and our people are one.
Therefore, the mlitary exercises
t hat have been conducted in that area
of the world constitute a threat to
no one. W are breaking no
international laws or treaties by
conducting them The United States
should not interfere in the interna
affairs of the People's Republic.
Thus, gentlenmen, | suggest that we
spend the remai nder of our tine
t oget her enjoying a festive neal and
di scussing lighter subjects such as..

Jimbursts out of his seat.

JI'M



Wait a minute.

(beat)
Gentlemen, this is a very serious
matter and while you may be able to
di sgui se your intentions today, that
is not going to help prevent a war
t onor r ow.

Most of the snmiles on the Chinese Diplomts' faces have been
erased. Jin Lee, Wen Yan, Tak Ho Li, and Hoy Chin rise and
head towards the exit. All of the Anericans raise their
eyebrows at this unabashed "fuck you."

MORRI SON
Gent | emen, pl ease excuse our zeal ous
young friend, he is unaware of how
foreign policy is conducted.

JIM
No, you're wong, sir. I'mfully
aware of how foreign policy is
conducted and what we need in a
situation like this is sonebody to
navi gate us through this storm what
we're | ooking for is a Navigator

As Ji m speaks the words "Navigator", he tries to nmake eye
contact with each of the Politburo Menbers across from him
He tries to gauge any reaction fromthem

Everyone in the roomthinks Jimis a ranbling madman.
Morrison and the envoy are ashamed. |In the corner, Wang Zh
Wei watches Jimcarefully. Dove PCOLI TBURO MEMBER SHI YONGFA
perks up his ears.

EXT. GREAT HALL OF THE PECPLE - DAY

The Functionaries, Translators and Politburo Menbers | ead the
Americans to their waiting cars. The neeting is concl uded by
neani ngl ess sni |l es and handshakes.

Ji m heads towards the second |inousine in the envoy. He
| ooks back to try to nake a nove towards Shi Yongfa. Ex-
Presi dent Morrison grabs himby the arm

MORRI SON
Young nman, | hope it conmes as no
surprise when | ask you the question
"Who the fuck do you think you are?!"

JIM
Sir...

MORRI SON
Just because Secretary Drake signed
your permission slip to go on this
field trip doesn't give you the right



to insult the highest ranking nenbers
in the Chinese Governnent!

Morrison heads towards the first |inmousine in the convoy.
Again Jimlooks back - this tine only to see Shi Yongfa
getting into an awaiting car

Cal wal ks by.

CAL
Ni ce work. You weren't planning on
a career in politics - were you?

JIM
Bl ow ne. ..

As the linps pull away Kinberly pulls up in her car. She's
doesn't want to be spotted, so she's wearing a hat and a
scarf.

KI MBERLY
| just found out that a transmtter
turned up in Politburo Menber Sh
Yongfa's basemnent.

JI'M
How can we get in touch with hinf

KI MBERLY
CGet in the car

EXT. BEI JI NG STREETS - DAY

Jimand Kinberly drive past Jiang Shan park where hundreds of
Chi nese people practice Tai Chi. They nove to the
backstreets where they hope to avoid being spotted.

Kl MBERLY
Shi Yongfa's a creature of habit;
I've interviewed himnmany tinmes. He
takes a wal k every afternoon in the
Tenpl e of the Five Pagodas.

JIM
Well then, that's where we'l
approach him

KI MBERLY
First we should ditch our tails.

Jimturns around and | ooks out the rearview mrror at the MSS
Agents follow ng them on notorcycl es.

EXT. MARKET - DAY

Kinmberly and Jimdrive slowy up to a market. There are many
live aninmals around al ong with an extensive collection of



Chi nese ornaments and housewar es.
I NT. JEEP - DAY

Kinberly turns to Jimas she hits the brakes.

Kl MBERLY
Ready?
(beat)
Let's do it.

The jeep stops and Kinmberly and Jimbolt out of it and into
t he crowded mar ket pl ace.

EXT. MARKET - DAY

Ki mberly grabs Jimby the hand as the MSS Agents on
not orcycl es turn the corner and head towards them Kinberly
drags Jiminto an herb store.

I NT. HERB STORE - DAY

Ki nberly and Ji mwal k through the herb store as nonchal antly
as possi bl e.

EXT. REAR OF MARKET/ ALLEY - DAY

Ki nberly and Ji mwal k out the back door and down the alley.
Ji m qui ckly sheds his sportscoat and slaps a Mao cap on his
head. Fromthe back Jimeasily blends into the crowmd. He
shoves the sportscoat into a garbage can as they turn the
corner onto the street.

EXT. BEIJI NG STREETS - DAY

Kinberly and Jimnmeld into the crowd keeping their heads down.
EXT. MARKET - DAY

The MSS Agents enter |ooking for Jimand Kinberly.

EXT. REAR OF MARKET/ ALLEY - DAY

The two MSS Agents burst into the alley with their guns drawn.
EXT. TEMPLE OF THE FI VE PAGCDAS - DAY

Jimand Kinberly make their way through the crowded streets
as they approaches the Tenple of the Five Pagodas. The
tenple is an exact replica of an Indian Buddhi st tenple
presented to the M ng enperor in 1473. At the entrance, Jim
stops and turns to Kinberly.

JIM
Listen, | have no idea what's going
to go oninthere. So | want you to
do nme a big favor and just wait out



here. If I'"'mnot out in fifteen

m nutes, go back to the embassy and
call Under Secretary Drake. He'll
know what to do.

Ki nberly understands and gives hima reassuring hug.

KI MBERLY
Be car ef ul

I NT. TEMPLE OF THE FI VE PAGODAS - DAY

Jimenters the tenple and | ooks around. Of in the distance
Jimspots Shi Yongfa step out of the shadows. Jimbegins to
cautiously make his way towards him Wen Jimfeels that
nobody is | ooking he turns quickly and extends his hand to
Shi .

JI'M
Jim Weber, |'mhere to bring you in,
Navi gat or .

SHI
| know who you are, M ster Wber

Shi's English is less fluent than we woul d expect. Jim
squints for a beat and tries to understand the situation

JIM
Let's get you out of here. But
first, please tell me I"'mright, it's
Ti bet, not Taiwan - isn't it? That's
what you were tal king about in your
nmessage - right? India s the rea
target..

Ji m speaks so quickly that Shi doesn't understand what he's
saying. Just then...

PSSHT!  PSSHT!

Two crisp silenced bullet crack the air as they whiz past Jim
and into Shi's heart. He goes down like a rock into Jinms
arms. Jimthinks fast and uses Shi's body as a shield.

PSSHT!  PSSHT!

Shi's lifeless body sucks up two nore bullets.

From out of nowhere three MSS Agents appear on the other side
of the tenple - guns drawn.

PSSHT! PSSHT! PSSHT
Al'l of the MSS Agents take bullets in the chest and drop |ike

stones. Jim peeks out to see who the shooter is: he spots
Cal run fromone vantage point to another. Jims mind races



amle a mnute.

CAL
Don't make this any nore difficult
than it has to be, Wber.

JIM
"Just follow ng orders” - right?

Jimpicks up Shi's body, holds it up, and then pushes it out
frombehind the corner. Cal mstakes Shi's body for Jims

PSSHT!  PSSHT! PSSHT! CLICK! CLICK

And Jimruns out the other side of the pagoda. Cal sprints
after him reloading on the run.

EXT. TEMPLE OF THE FI VE PAGCDAS - DAY

Jimexits the tenple gate and | ooks around. Jimspots
Kinmberly waiting patiently. He grabs her by the arm and
pulls her along with him

JIM
CGet to the enbassy and call Drake.
Tell himthat Thurston killed

Navi gat or .

KI MBERLY
What ?

JIM
Just do it!

Ji m pushes her in the other direction as Cal exits the Pagoda
and cones after him

Ji m begins to run down Tai pi nggiao Jie. He ducks in and out
of pedestrians like a running back. He |ooks back to see Ca
still hot on his trail

EXT. CHANG AN AVENUE - DAY

Ji m heads back towards the corner where he dropped the
sportscoat into the garbage can. He approaches the corner
bows his head and bl ends into the crowd of pedestrians,

bi cyclists, and street vendors.

Finally Ji mducks around a corner and crouches down in an
alley. After a few beats, while Jimcatches his breath, Ca
abruptly turns the corner and | ooks around. Jimjust sits
there staring at the bottomof Cal's |egs.

Then Cal heads down the street. Jimcones out of his hiding
pl ace and starts to go in the other direction. Jimturns
anot her corner only to find Cal's gun pointing directly at
hi m



CAL
Ni ce nove, bonehead.

JIM
Gonna shoot nme in the mddle of the
street?

CAL

Shut up and foll ow ne.

Cal displays the barrel of his gun to prove to Jimthat he's
serious. Cal points Jimin the direction he wants himto go.

CAL
Y' know, actually, | should thank you.
| woul d've never gotten a cl ean shot
at Navigator if it weren't for you.

Jimgrits his teeth; he realizes that he's just a pawn in a
| arger ganme. He was conpletely duped.

JIM
Fuck you.
CAL
Qooh, that hurts.
(beat)

Y' know, you're not so smart, Weber
You brought Navigator to me |ike room
servi ce.

Over Cal's shoulder Jimspots the MSS Agents who were
trailing himbefore. As Cal starts to lead Jim Jim pushes
Cal into the street. Cal is alnpbst hit by a passing car
Cal has no choice now but to take his best shot at Jim
However, as he pulls his gun out MSS Agents swarm upon him
screani ng in Chi nese

MSS AGENTS
Freeze! Freeze! Freeze!

Jim still wearing the traditional Chinese garb, again mnelds
into the crowded streets and i nconspicuously wal ks off. He

| ooks back to see Cal being led off by the MSS. Jim breathes
a sigh of relief. He turns to walk away. Then out of
nowhere. .

Whack!

Jimis col d-cocked and knocked out.

I NT. MSS UNDERGROUND | NSTALLATI ON/ CELL 1 - N GHT

Jimis handcuffed and his |l egs are bound - black hangman's

bag over his head. Rats, vermn, and roaches are Jinmis only
conpanions in a dark and dank cell. Slowy he regains



consci ousness.

KI MBERLY (v.o0.)
I"ma journalist!

Ji mwakes to the sound of Kinberly's voice.
I NT. MSS UNDERGROUND | NSTALLATI ON CELL 2 - NI GHT

Ki mberly, furious, screans at her captors.

Kl MBERLY
| demand to see Anbassador Stodman at
once!
Start intercut
JIM
Ki nberly. ..
Kl MBERLY
Ji m
JIM
I"msorry | got you into this mess.
Kl MBERLY
Don't be. I1t'll be alright.
JI'M
Did you speak to Drake?
Kl MBERLY
They arrested ne before I got to the

enbassy.

There's silence as both of them contenplate their inpending
i nterrogations.

JIM
Where are we?

The door opens and Jimreceives a sharp kick in the chest.
Now he knows where he is. The door shuts.

KI MBERLY (O.S.)
Jim are you OK?

Jimcoughs as he tries to regain his breath.

JI'M
Par for the course, | guess.

The door of Jinls cell opens and he cowers in the corner

Two GUARDS pick himup and drag him out.



I NT. M5S | NTERROGATI ON ROOM - NI GHT

The Guards lead Jiminto the MSS interrogation room The bag
is taken off Jimls head and he's horrified to find a half-
unconsci ous Cal strung up naked to the cold brick wall

Cal is covered with blood and dirt. The Guards string Jimup
next to Cal who monentarily regai ns enough consci ousness to
acknow edge Jim s presence.

Qut of the shadows appears Wang zZhi Wi, the head of the MSS.
YE JIAN, his translator, isn't far behind. Wang is ice cold
and deliberate. Another GUARD stands ready to punmel Cal and
Jim Jimtries to get a |l ook a Wang but can't make out
Wang's face due to the interrogation Iight being shined in
his eyes.

WANG (To Ye in Chinese)
Maybe M ster Weber would like to tell
us what he's doing in Beijing.

YE JI AN
What are you doing in Beijing?

JIM
| was sent by Under Secretary of Armns
Control & International Relations
John Drake to nake contact with a CIA
sl eeper agent. Code nane: Navi gat or

CAL (to Jim
You have no idea what you're doing.
They're going to kill you anyway so

shut the fuck up!

Cal receives a sharp blow to his head that knocks him
unconsci ous.

WANG (To Ye in Chinese)
Ask M ster Weber what he knows about
this agent.

YE JI AN
What do you know about this agent?

Wang keeps his poker face.

JIM
He was providing very high |evel
i nformati on.

WANG (To Ye in Chinese)
Ask M ster Weber why he killed this
Navi gat or .

YE JI AN
Why did you kill hin®



JIM
| didn't.

Wang nods to the Guard who quickly delivers a sharp blowto
Jims midsection - it's the kind of precise blow that nakes
you pi ss bl ood.

YE JI AN
Every tine you lie the pain will get
worse!  What did Navigator tell you
in the tenple?

JIM
Not hi ng.
(noddi ng towards Cal)
He shot him before he had a chance to
say anyt hi ng.

WANG (To Ye in Chinese)
Tell himabout his predicanment.

YE JI AN
Even if you're not lying, you will be
shot at dawn for being an acconplice
to the nmurder of Politburo Menber Sh
Yongf a.

Jimassimlates the news. Wang notions to the Guard who
starts to shake Cal and splash water on himto wake himup
Cal barely regai ns consci ousness.

WANG (To Ye in Chinese)
Ask hi magain who he works for?

YE JIAN (to Cal)
W will give you one last chance to
tell us who you work for.

CAL
I"'mtelling you the truth... Cal
Thurston... Thurston Inport/Exports..

Wang unhooks his .45 fromhis holster, casually raises his
armand fires one shot into Cal's head.

BOOM

Bl ood splatters all over Jimwho |ooks as if he's about to
vomi t.

YE JIAN (to Jim
That action was neant to teach you
the neaning of the word "respect”.
If you choose to disrespect our
intelligence |like your friend did,
you will be dealt with simlarly.



Jims fed-up. He maneuvers his bicep to wipe sone of Cal's
splatter blood off of his own face then he | ooks Ye dead in
the eyes. He's a changed man, not as fierce as Wang, but
deat hly serious.

JIM
That action had nothing to do with
"respect”, it had to do with "power".
YE JI AN

Chai rman Mao said, "Power grows out
of the barrel of a gun."”

Jimlaughs. Wang is growing inpatient. Jimlooks Wang dead
in the eyes.

JIM
No, he didn't! Mao said, "Power
grows out of the barrel of a gun
let's learn how to control the guns
so that they don't control us."

Wang and Ye can't believe that Ji mknows Chinese history
better than they do. It's now apparent that Wang nust

under stand English since he's responding to Jims retort. Ye
notions to the Guard who slans Jim Hard. Jimcoughs up
nor e bl ood.

Wang | ooks away - he's pensive.

WANG (To Ye in Chinese)
Bring the girl.

JIM
Listen, |'ve been straight with you:
the girl doesn't know anything, |eave

her al one.

Ye and the Guard take down Cal's body and drag it out of the
cell. Wang and Jimjust stand there | ooking at each other
wi t h apparent disdain.

WANG (i n Chinese, subtitled)
How were you certain that the man you
nmet was Navi gator?

JIM (in Chinese, subtitled)
I wasn't. The only thing | had to go
on was the photo in my pocket.
Listen, she's just a journalist...

Wang hol sters his .45 and noves towards Jim

WANG (i n Chinese, subtitled)
No, you listen.



Jimshuts-up as Wang reaches into Jinms pocket and takes out
the photo. H's eyes go wide as he | ooks at the photo of the
young Navi gator standing with his adoptive Caucasi an parents
in front of the Washi ngton nmonunent.

Wang fixates on the photo. Sonething is wong. Jimhas no
clue what's going on. Wang finally breaks his gaze fromthe
photo and | ooks Jimdead in the eyes.

JIM
' masking you as a gentleman, she's
done not hi ng except be in the wong
pl ace at the wong tinme. Don't touch
her... please.

Wang pockets the photo and quickly releases Jimfromthe
wall. He looks like a man possessed, as if his purpose in
life has instantly been made clear to him He | eads Ji mout
t he door apparently to execute him

| NT. LONG DARK CORRI DOR/ MSS | NSTALLATI ON - NI GHT

Wang | eads Ji mdown a nusty corridor

JIM
Pl ease, she's just a journalist...
and |'mjust a researcher. | wasn't
sent to kill anyone, just to make

contact. ..

Wang shushes Jimwith a stern | ook as he continues to drag
hi m by his handcuffs past miscellaneous cells and Cuards.

Waiting for themat the end of the corridor is Ye who has
Ki mberly bound and bl i ndfol ded and ready for her execution
Jimpractically breaks into tears when he sees Kinberly
standing there waiting to be executed.

WANG (To Ye in Chinese)
"Il take it from here.

Ye takes off |eaving Wang with Kinberly and Jim At the end
of the corridor there's a large netal door that should | ead
to the public execution area. Wang takes the bag off of
Kimberly's head. She tries to remain calmin the face of
death. Wang unl ocks Kinberly and Jim s handcuffs.

JIM
Li sten, please, |eave her al one,
I'm..

WANG (in flaw ess English)
No, you listen: we don't have nmuch
time.

(beat)
"' m Navi gat or .



And with that, Wang opens the | arge steel door and Jim and
Kinberly are blinded by the city lights of a busy Beijing
street.

Jimand Kinberly are so shocked that they just stand there.
Not e: hereafter Wang zhi Wei wll be referred to as Navi gator

NAVI GATOR
Let's go.

EXT. BElIJI NG STREETS - N GHT
Navi gat or | eads Ji mand Ki nberly through downt own Beijing.

JI'M
If you're Navigator then who was Sh
Yongf a?

NAVI GATOR
| set himup. | planted the
transmtter and sent the one MSS
Agent to find it who I knew woul d
leak it to Kinberly.

Ki mberly understands that she's also been used |like a pawn as
the three of themturn the corner onto another street.

JI'M
And the coup d'etat, Sing Li was
nmurdered by the three Standing
Committee hawks to have a majority...

WANG
Yes, they suffocated himin his
sleep - | know because they

accidently broke his nose.

Kl MBERLY
What about Doug and Rich?

NAVI GATOR
I"'msorry that they had to be
sacrificed.

KI MBERLY (i vid)
"Sacrificed" - is that what you cal
it?!

NAVI GATOR
I"mterribly sorry.
(to Jim
And |I'm sorry about the
interrogation. | had to make sure
that you weren't another hired
Assassin sent to kill nme.



They duck

KI MBERLY

Who wants to kill you?
NAVI GATOR
Col eman
KI MBERLY
Vhy ?
JI'M
The CI A cl ai ns he defected.
KI MBERLY
Wy ?
NAVI GATOR

Col eman was the director of the CIA
bef ore he becane Secretary of State.
In March of "89 | told Coleman to
stop pushing so hard. | told them

t hat Deng Xi aopi ng wouldn't hesitate
to kill the students. They didn't
bel i eve ne.

into an alley and take a breather

I NT. ALLEY/BEIJI NG - DAY

Navi gat or,

Jimand Kinberly catch their breath.

NAVI GATOR
Col eman pushed those kids. They
wanted to create sone di ssension
within the Politburo to destabilize
the governnent. And five thousand
i nnocent kids paid for it.

Kl MBERLY
What' s goi hg on now?

JI'M
There are hundreds of thousands of
troops hidden deep in the Hi mal ayas
ready to nmarch into India - right?

NAVI GATOR
That's the good news.

KI MBERLY
The bad news?

NAVI GATOR
Long-range nucl ear war heads ai ned at
Washi ngt on and New York

JIM
Shit.



(beat)
That's why the clinbers were
nmurdered - they must have stunbl ed
onto it.

NAVI GATOR
Exactly.

JIM
Where are the troops? The satellite
shows the sane ten-thousand that have
been there since '59.

NAVI GATOR
"Operation: G ant Awakes": it's like
the Chunnel. The troops are deep in
t he nmountai ns underneath the mssile
si | os.

JI'M
| knew it.

NAVI GATOR

It's all underground. Starts in
Ll asa and goes through the nountains
for twenty mles.

JIM
We have to get you on a secure line
to Drake.

Navi gator, Jimand Ki nberly head back out onto the busy
Beijing Street, checking to see if they are being tail ed.

I NT. OVAL OFFI CE - DAY

Col eman briefs President Russell while Drake | ooks on
pensi vel y.

PRESI DENT
What are General Obsfeld and Genera
Nel sons's feeling on a direct Chinese
attack on Washi ngton or New York?

COLEMAN
W' ve al ways suspected that China was
in the disputed area known as Ti bet
in order to install |ong-range
m ssiles that could reach the East
Coast; however, we've been nonitoring
the Hi nal ayas very carefully and we
have not seen any nonent that woul d
indicate that there are silos in the
mount ai ns.  Anyway, | strongly doubt
that they would be willing to swap
Bei jing and Shanghai for New York and
Washi ngt on.



Drake frowns. The President, assured, nods in agreenent.
I NT. HALLWAY/ WHI TE HOUSE - DAY

Col eman and Drake head out of the Oval Ofice. Drake
hesitates for a beat before he speaks his mnd.

DRAKE
Secretary, don't you think that you
coul d be underestimating the will and
ambition of the new Standing
Conmittee?

COLEVAN
| nmost certainly do not.
(beat)
So how s your boy doing over there?

Drake plays his cards close. He knows that Col enan probably
knows nore than he does by know.

DRAKE
Fine. And yours?

Col enan stops and turns to Drake but ignores his question.

COLEMAN
Y' know, you sent sone egghead col |l ege
boy to China on Air Force Il wthout
any authorization. | could demand
your resignation on nmy desk in five
m nut es.

Col eman starts to wal k of f.

COLEMAN
You have a nice day now.

Of Drake's | ook we...

CUT TO
EXT. AMERI CAN EMBASSY/ BEI JI NG - DAY
Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly arrive across the street fromthe
Enmbassy. Navigator pulls Jimand Kinberly out of view
Navi gat or crouches down and | ooks at the Enbassy.
Navi gator's POV: the CAMERA PANS and at various points fixes
and zoons in on the faces of MSS Agents that Navigator
recogni zes. Navigator realizes that there's no way they're
getting near the enbassy.

KI MBERLY
What about the British Enbassy?



JIM
O the Canadi an.

Navi gat or | ooks at his watch.

NAVI GATOR
No, it's too late. [It'll be the sane
everywhere we want to go

Kl MBERLY
What about the Voice of Anerica or
Radi o Free Asi a?

NAVI GATOR
MSS started bl acking them out | ast
week.

JIM

What about the Underground?

NAVI GATOR
Difficult to find.

KI MBERLY
Fol | ow ne.

INT. CLUB X - DAY

Ki nberly | eads Jimand Navi gator through the noisy punk club
Li ghts pulse to the cheesy Chinese version of the Sex Pistols
who bl are their nusic and junp around frenetically.

NAVI GATOR
We raid this place weekly.

KI MBERLY
Shhhhh.

They cut through the crowd and arrive at a service el evator
conceal ed by a fully stocked bar; Kinberly pushes the button
to the elevator and it opens.

I NT. ELEVATOR - DAY

Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly silently ride to the basement.
In the distance we can hear the nusic dissipate. The

el evator stops and Ji mand Navigator cautiously exit while
Ki mberly | ags behind. She presses the top floor button then
exits. The doors close but not before Kinberly slides a
hai r brush between themthat creates a space for her to slip
her fingers into. Jimand Navigator help her pry the doors
open.

They stare down into the bowels of the elevator shaft which
is about eight feet deep. Kinberly jumps in - Jim and
Navi gat or fol | ow.



I NT. ELEVATOR SHAFT - DAY

In the darkness, Kinberly forces open a service hatch. The
three of them junp through it.

I NT. FIRST LEVEL UNDERGROUND - DAY

AK4A7s instantly surround the heads of Kinberly, Jim and
Navi gator. Angry DI SSI DENTS recogni ze Navi gator as Wang Zhi
Wi, head of the MSS and surround him- they can't really
believe their eyes. Everyone shouts at once.

JIM
Don't shoot! Don't shoot!

KI MBERLY
Press corps! Don't shoot!

DI SSI DENT
What are you doing here? You
shoul dn't be herel

NAVI GATOR

We're unarned! Don't shoot!
DI SSI DENT

He's MBS!
NAVI GATOR

| am here to help.
A surly DI SSI DENT presses his pistol into Navigator's jaw.

SURLY DI SSI DENT
Li ke you hel ped ny brother in
Ti anannen Squar e?!

He cocks his weapon, ready to bl ow Navigator's head off.

SURLY DI SSI DENT
Once MSS, al ways MsS!

This could be the end of the line for all of them Jim]l ooks
to Kinmberly for help.

KI MBERLY
We cane to see Chen Xing Lin!

Everyone stops.

I NT. UNDERGROUND HALLWAY - DAY

The trio is escorted at gunpoint down a hallway into the
heart of the underground. They reach a door and a Di ssi dent

knocks a code. The door opens and the Dissident Headquarters
is reveal ed



I NT. DI SSI DENT HEADQUARTERS - DAY

Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly enter the Underground
Headquarters (which |ooks |ike a make-shift version of the
conference roomat Pratt House). There are old paper naps

i nstead of electronic maps, shortwave radi os i nstead of video
noni tors, and norse code apparatuses instead of tel ephones
and f axes.

CHEN XING LIN (32), the | eader of the Dissidents, sits at the
head of the war table. Wen he eyes Navigator/Wang zZhi W
he instantly rises.

CHEN
What is he doing here?
Kl MBERLY
Wait, listen to me.
CHEN

Over ten thousand students have
di sappeared since Tiananmen thanks to
hi m

NAVI GATOR
It's going to be a hundred tines
worse with the new Standing Committee
i n power.

Chen stares at his nortal eneny. Navigator remains calm

CHEN
I should kill you now.

NAVI GATOR
Per haps.
(beat)
But then we both | ose.

Chen | ooks at Navigator and tries to figure out what he
nmeans. Kinberly cones between t hem

Kl MBERLY
You were right, Chen: it's Tibet.
There are al ready three-hundred
t housand troops stationed underground.
And they're going to march into India
if we don't do sonething.

JIM
Do you have any way to get a secure
nessage to \WAshi ngton?

CHEN
Not anynore. They've been
intercepting our signals for the past
48 hours.



Nei t her Ji

NAVI GATOR
He's right: all neans of
conmuni cati on - faxes, tel ephones,
the internet, satellites - everything
i s being scranbl ed.
(beat)
Can you get us to Llasa?

m nor Kinberly can believe their ears.

into Navigator's eyes.

Chen is reluctant to give up this vita

NAVI GATOR
W know t hat you've been transporting
goods and a few people back and forth.

i nf ormati on.

I NT. VAN -

Navi gat or,

goes through a briefcase of naps.

NAVI GATOR
If you can get me to Llasa, | know a
way to shut down the operation

DAY

Chen stares

cl andesti ne

Jimand Kinberly ride in the back of a van. Chen

JIM
What are you going to do when you get
t here?

NAVI GATOR
Sabot age the ventil ation system -
it'll cause the mountain to open and

the Anerican satellites will pick it
up. The only thing we have to figure
out is howto get inside.

JI'M
e?

Of Jimand Kinberly's surprised | ooks we. ..

EXT. VAN -

CUT TO

DAY

Jimturns to Navigator.

An inconspi cuous cleaning van drives through the outskirts of
Bei ji ng headed for the Great Vall.

EXT. GREAT WALL - DAY

The van cones to a halt right in front of the Geat Wall

The door opens and Chen energes.

around to

He uses binoculars to | ook

make sure the coast is clear and then he goes
behi nd the van and opens the back door.



Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly and a few DI SSI DENTS exit the van.

CHEN
Fol | ow ne.

They follow Chen past the Geat Wall and down to a field
that's covered with brush. Chen again checks through his

bi nocul ars. Wen he is certain that the coast is clear, he
notions to the Underground nenbers to renove the brush. Jim
Navi gator, and Ki mberly hel p.

After a few seconds the wi ngs of a airplane appear. This is
no 747, this is an old propeller plane that holds four or
five people. Wen Jimrealizes that he is about to spend the
next few hours in this flying Vol kswagen he becones pal e.

JIM
This plane will never nake it to
LI asa.

Kl MBERLY

Don't worry, they use it all the time
to trade supplies with the Tibetans.

Ki mberly puts her hand on Jim s shoulder to reassure him
Suddenly, Chen freezes and |listens for distant noises.

CHEN
Hurry! Hurry! Sonebody's com ng

Of in the distance near the Great Wall, an Arny patrol in an
All-terrain Vehicle stops. The Dissidents shift into high
gear.

The SOLDI ERS get out of their ATV armed with AK47s. They aim
at the plane. One of the Underground nembers turns and pulls
out his pistol.

Navi gat or quickly pulls Jimand Kinberly onto the plane.

Two Dissidents finish preparing the end of the airstrip. The
first gunshots fromthe AK47s hit the ground near the plane.

One Dissident runs towards the plane, firing his pistol at
the Soldiers. He is shot and kill ed.

I NT. Al RPLANE - DAY

Jimand Ki nberly duck on the floor of the plane as the pil ot
starts the engine. Navigator lifts a tarp and uncovers a
cache of weapons. He pulls out an AK47 and fires at the
Sol di ers.

EXT. Al RSTRI P - DAY



Wil e bullets spray the ground around the airplane, Chen runs
over to his slain fellow Di ssident and grabs his gun. He
fires at the Soldiers and they duck for cover giving the

pl ane a chance to take off. Chen waves furiously to the

pl ane, signaling themto |eave.

CHEN
CGet out of here! 1'll call ahead and
tell themto expect you.

The plane taxies down the runway. The all-terrain vehicle is
j oined by anot her and together they chase down and fire at
the plane. Bullets chew into the fusel age, but no one is hit.

The plane struggles to lift-off. Finally they get away.
I NT. Al RPLANE - DAY

After the plane attains a reasonabl e height, Navigator, Jim
and Kinmberly | ook through the Underground's array of antique
mlitary supplies. There are conpasses, gas masks, Mausers,
grenades, C-4, and dynamte.

NAVI GATOR
The military regi ne has al ways had
two major concerns: getting into the
tunnel undetected. And getting out.
There's a fail-safe switch which
opens the doors on both ends if the
ventilation systemfails. The doors
open and the soldiers rush out into
the nountains. |It's conputer
controlled, so the only way to attack
it is fromthe inside.

JI'M
But they'll spot us in a second:
we' re not exactly Chinese.

Navi gat or tosses gas masks into Jimand Kinberly's |aps.

NAVI GATOR
Now you are.

JIM
No way. You can try to convince ne
to help you get inside but there's no
way she's going in.

Navi gator calnmy renoves a chain fromaround his neck and
holds it up. On the chain are three conputer chips that
resenbl e hotel roonkeys.

JIM
What's that?

NAVI GATOR



Three keys, one for each conputer.
Ki nberly understands and gri naces.

JIM
Yeah, so

NAVI GATOR
Three conputers, one on each side of
the room It takes three people
wor ki ng in unison to bypass the
security system

JIM
Shit.

Kinmberly tries on her gasmask and smiles awkwardly through it
at Jim

EXT. H MALAYAS - DAY

The pl ane approaches the sprawl i ng H nal ayan nountain range
and starts to bear south.

EXT. LLASA AIRSTRI P - DAY

Several MONKS renpve the bushes fromthe clandestine tarnmac.
W can hear the plane's notor but because the tarmac is
surrounded on all sides by nountains, we won't see the plane
until the |ast ninute.

I NT. Al RPLANE - DAY

Jimand Kinberly peer out the wi ndow at the snow capped

Hi mal ayas. There's no airstrip in sight. Suddenly the

ai rpl ane passes the tip of a nountain and drops 2,000 feet.
Inside, it feels |like an anusenent park ride. Jimand
Kinberly are able to spot the airstrip as they readily
approach it: but first they have to put their stomachs back
in place.

EXT. Al RSTRI P - DAY

The Monks patiently wait as the airplane touches down and
taxis towards them The plane cones to a stop and the Mnks
rush out to greet them

MONK
W don't have nuch time. The train
makes its mail stop in Llasa in
twenty minutes and the next one is
not until tonorrow.

They head for a decrepit jeep.

I NT. JEEP - DAY



Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly sit in the back of the jeep.
Navi gat or continuously prepares his arnmory of m scell aneous
antique weapons. Kinberly turns to Navi gator

Kl MBERLY
VWhat was he tal ki ng about, the "nmai
stop"?

NAVI GATOR
There's only one way into the tunne
and that's the train. It nakes one

final stop in Llasa before it heads
i nto the nountain.

JIM
So we get inside, screw up the
ventilation system- then what - we

still have to get out - right?
NAVI GATOR
Get out?
(beat)

Thanks for rem nding ne.
Jimand Kinberly force a chuckle.
EXT. LLASA - DAY

The jeep nakes its way down the nountain towards the nmmjestic
city of Llasa. W can begin to see Potal a Pal ace, the
ancient city built into the side of a nountain. It's
literally one of the seven wonders of the world.

I NT. JEEP - DAY
Al eyes are glued on Potal a Pal ace.

JIM
It's unbelievabl e.

Kl MBERLY
|'ve seen pictures, but | never
i magi ned. ..

NAVI GATOR
It's truly beautiful..

JIM
And if we don't do sonething the new
Standing Comrittee will turn it into
astrip mall.

Kl MBERLY
Right after they kill all the Mnks.

EXT. LLASA POSTAL DROP/ RAI LROAD STATI ON - DAY



The jeep cones to a halt and the Monks quietly |ead
Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly towards the back of a make-shift
postal facility. A Mnk approaches with a wal ki e-tal ki e.

MONK
This will enable you to contact us.
There's not nuch el se we can do.

NAVI GATOR
You can pray for us.
MONK
W' ve been doing that for years, ny

son.

The Monks | ead Navigator towards the postal facility |eaving
Jimand Ki nberly al one.

Kl MBERLY
The jazz club on 107th and Broadway:
just think, that's where we'll be
sitting soon, having a beer and
listening to Tal Farl ow.

JI'M
Are you sure Tal Farlow s still alive?

They snmile at each other affectionately. Navigator pops back
out of the postal facility.

NAVI GATOR
Cone on, the train's coning.

Jimand Kinberly head off with Navigator into the posta
facility. In the distance we can hear the train

EXT. FRONT OF POSTAL FACI LI TY/ LLASA - DAY

The train pulls in and Navigator, Jimand Kinmberly stand
t here inconspicuously dressed as Monks hol di ng sacks of nail

I NT. TRAIN - DAY

Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly help load nail onto the train
Jimand Kinberly nmust keep their heads down in order to go
unrecogni zed by the Soldiers. As the train is about to take
off, a Soldier turns to Navigator

SOLDI ER (i n Chinese, subtitled)
Hurry up. Get off the train

Suddenly Navigator grabs the Soldier's rifle with his left
hand and punmels the Soldier's neck with his right hand. The
Sol di er goes down and Navi gat or qui ckly snaps his neck. Jim
and Kinmberly | ook on, horrified. Navigator casually stands

up.



NAVI GATOR
Perfect. He's your size.

Jimraises his eyebrows.
NAVI GATOR
Her size is going to be harder to
find.

Navi gat or then heads into the next car as the train pulls out
of the Llasa station.

LATER

Navi gator returns wearing a Soldier's uniformand carrying
one for Kinmberly. He inspects the Soldier's weapons and
gear. Jimis wearing Chinese nilitary garb

LATER

Navi gat or hands Jimand Kinberly a pair of handguns.

NAVI GATOR
These are 9 millineter automatics.
Each clip holds fifteen rounds.
You'll want to pop a newclip in

before you're enpty. You point and
pull the trigger..

There's a long beat as they regard each other - just the
SOUND of the click-clack of the train as they stare out at
t he passing scenery of the splendid H mal ayan nountai ns.

LATER

JI'M
What it was like for you, all those
years, is sonmething very difficult to
i magi ne.

Navi gator reflects for a beat.

NAVI GATOR
| respect the will, endurance and
determi nation of the Chinese people.

Kl MBERLY
Do you niss the States?

NAVI GATOR
I mss... New York pizza.

Jimand Kinberly snile.

JIM
It's the water.



Navi gator snmiles and they regard each other for a beat.
Cick-clack, click-clack

EXT. H MALAYAS - DAY

The train chugs towards the edge of Llasa. Just like in the
satellite photo that Jimsaw earlier, the train tracks seem
to suddenly end at the base of a mountain.

There's a large tarpaulin covering the base of the nountain
so that a satellite photo won't notice the train

di sappearing. |In fact, when the train pulls under the
tarpaulin, the top of the tarpaulin lights up to represent a
perfect image of what the train would look like if it were
sitting at the base of the npuntain. However, the train
doesn't stop at the base of the nmountain; the nountain opens
and the train goes into it.

I NT. TRAIN - DAY

Navi gator, Jimand Kinmberly wait in the mailroomand | ook out
t he wi ndow.

NAVI GATOR
This is it, last stop.

Navi gat or takes the safety off of one of the many guns he's
carrying. Jimand Kinberly don their gas masks.

I NT. CH NESE M LI TARY TUNNEL - DAY

The train comes to a stop and hundreds of Soldiers rush to
unl oad the supplies. Navigator, Jimand Kinmberly help
Sol di ers unl oad mai |

Jimand Kinberly | ook around at the anazi ng under ground
facility: a totally self-contained city the size of
Manhattan. The Tunnel is constructed like a mlitary base:
barracks on the side and a pl ethora of jeeps and arnored
personnel carriers. As far as the eye can see is a string of
tanks just waiting to burst out of the Indian end.

Navi gator notions for Jimand Kinberly to take a | ook at the
car in front of the train.

NAVI GATOR
Looks |i ke we have conpany.

JIN LEE, VEN YAN, TAK HO LI, and HOY CHI N | ook around with
pride at the war machi ne that they have constructed.

Jimand Kinberly can't believe their eyes.
JI'M

| guess that neans that we don't have
nmuch tine.



NAVI GATOR
Let's go.

Navi gator, Jimand Ki nberly make their way past all of the
SOLDI ERS and head past the barracks towards a doorway.

I NT. HALLWAY/ TUNNEL - DAY

Navi gat or | eads Jimand Ki nberly down a hallway and as they
turn a corner a SOLDI ER spots themand calls to them

SCOLDI ER (in Chinese, subtitled)
Where are you goi ng?

Jimand Kinberly sweat profusely as Navi gator approaches the
Sol di er.

NAVI GATOR (i n Chi nese, subtitled)
W were just going to..

Then Navi gator smashes the sol dier across the face with his
el bow, quickly slashes his throat, and drags the body off to
the side. Navigator points down the hallway.

NAVI GATOR
This way.

They head down the hall until they hear two Sol diers
approaching them Navigator drags Jimand Kinmberly into a
room

I NT. LARGE REFRI GERATOR - DAY

Navi gator, Jim and Kinberly huddle in the cold darkness while
they wait for the Soldiers to pass. Kinberly |ooks around.

KI MBERLY
Ch ny god!

NAVI GATOR
Shhhhh.

She shines a penlight and Navigator and Jiml ook with
astoni shmrent at the corpses of the eight Muntain dinbers.

Navi gat or peeks out the door and sees that the coast is
clear. They exit.

I NT. HALLWAY/ TUNNEL - DAY
Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly nove cautiously down the hall way.
I NT. SI TUATI ON ROOM TUNNEL - DAY

COVPUTER ENG NEERS man the conputers. GUARDS stand at the
door.



Navi gator enters and salutes a Guard. Wen the Guard sal utes
hi m back, Navigator lowers his armright into the Soldier's
neck. As the Soldier falls Navigator slices his throat then
throws the body down.

Navi gator draws his gun and fires into another Guard's chest
and the body flies backwards. The Engineers look on in
horror. One of the Engineers reaches into his desk drawer
for a gun and Navigator fires two shots into his chest,
killing himinstantly.

Navi gator notions with his pistol for themto nove towards a
closet. Then he whistles to Jimand Kinberly to enter. Jim
and Ki mberly each nove towards a conputer

Whi | e pushing the other Engineers into the cl oset Navigator
pats them down. Navigator |ocks the door and goes to the
third computer. He mpotions to Jimand Kinberly to insert
their key into their conmputer. The three computer screens
respond by lighting up with a new program

Kl MBERLY
Is that it?

NAVI GATOR
No. Now the password.

I NT. TRAIN - DAY

Two Soldiers enter the mail car. One of themreaches for the
last mail bag; he noves to throw it over his shoul der but
it's too heavy. He falls backwards. Both Soldiers quickly
draw their guns. The other Sol dier cones over and kicks it
hard. Cautiously he undoes the tie on the sack to reveal the
body.

The Sol di er bl ows an energency whistle.

I NT. CH NESE M LI TARY TUNNEL - DAY

There's a brief silence then Jin Lee, Wen Yan, Tak Ho Li, and
Hoy Chin nervously | ook at each other. Suddenly the entire
Tunnel is alight and sirens blare throughout.

The four Hawks run for cover while the three-hundred thousand
Sol di ers go on stage-one alert. Guns drawn the Sol di ers
begin to search the tunnel for the infiltrators.

I NT. SI TUATI ON ROOM TUNNEL - DAY

Suddenly al arms go off.

JIM
What's that?

NAVI GATOR
Don't worry about it. The password



is...

Just then the door bursts open and Sol diers enter. Navigator
qui ckly pulls around the AKA7 strapped to his back and the

bl ood bath begins. Jimand Kinmberly duck for cover under the
conputers. Navigator finally kills the last sol dier and
peeks his head down the hallway. He hears other soldiers
conming and yells to Jimand Kinberly.

NAVI GATOR
We must go! Now

JIM
But we're not finished..

NAVI GATOR
Cone on!

Jimand Kinberly foll ow Navigator out of the computer room
I NT. HALLWAY/ TUNNEL - DAY

Navi gator, Jim and Kinberly cut down the hall away fromthe
sol di ers.

JIM
Now what ?

NAVI GATOR
We i nprovise

In front of themtwo Sol diers come down the hallway with
their guns drawn. Navigator quickly pushes Jiminto a
doorway while he takes out the two Soldiers. He fetches Jim
and Kimberly and they continue down the hall way.

NAVI GATOR
We'll go to the ventilation room
itself. W'Il do it manually.
JIM

What do you nean?
Navi gator pulls a hand grenade fromhis belt and holds it up

NAVI GATOR
"Manual I y".

| NT. STAI RAELL/ TUNNEL - DAY

Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly enter the stairwell which is
guarded by two Sol diers. Navigator takes out both the
soldiers with his knife.

Navi gat or stops to catch his breath.

KI MBERLY



C non, let's go.

NAVI GATOR

W have to nake one pit stop first.
JIM

A pit stop?

Navi gat or | eads them out of the stairwell.
I NT. HALLWAY/ TUNNEL - DAY

Navi gator, Jimand Ki nberly nove down another hallway unti
they arrive at a precise panel in the wall. Navigator runs
his hand over it and then taps it to see if it's hollow

JIM
What are you doi ng?

NAVI GATOR
Shhhhh. . .

Navi gat or then stands back and ki cks the panel in. Kinberly
stands a few feet aside. Navigator |ooks down a shaft.

NAVI GATOR
Get in.

JIM
There's no way |'mgoing in there.

Just then five soldiers round the far corner and shoot at
them At the sane nmonent, Kinberly takes off down the
hal | way whil e Navi gator pushes Jimthrough the hole.

JI'M

Navi gator and Jimfall rapidly.
I NT. SHAFT - DAY

Navi gat or and Ji munravel thenselves fromeach other in the
dark and small ventilation shaft. Jim]looks around for
Ki mberly who is nowhere to be found

Just as the soldiers are about to fire at them from above
Navi gator kicks in the grate, junps through the hole and
pulls Jimto safety.

I NT. STANDI NG COVM TTEE UNDERGROUND SHELTER - DAY

Jin Lee, Wen Yan, Tak Ho Li, and Hoy Chin drop their
chanpagne gl asses and | ook on in horror as Wang/ Navi gat or
levels his gun at them Jimlooks on to see how Navi gator
will play it.



NAVI GATOR
You have one minute to call off the
attack or you'll never see daylight
agai n.

JI'N LEE
Even if you shoot us now, there's no
way to stop it. It's China's destiny
and you know it as well as we do,
traitor. As soon as you fire one
shot the guards outside the door will
enter and kill you and your friend.

NAVI GATOR
No they won't because it's an
hermetically seal ed roomthat | ocks
fromthe inside.

Jin Lee is surprised that Navigator knows the |ayout better
than he does. Fromthe corner of his eye Navigator spots Hoy
Chin drawi ng his gun.

Navi gat or shoots back and nails Hoy Chin in the forehead.

But the three others have now had tine to draw their guns and
t hey open fire on Navi gator

Ji m di ves behind a desk and Navi gator dives behind a pole.
Wen Yan and Tak Ho Li take positions on opposite sides of the
room Navigator shoot wildly to distract them and then junps
between them They take aimand fire but instead of killing
Navi gator, kill each other.

Now it's just Jin Lee and Navi gator

Jin Lee fires a few shots at Navi gator while Navigator
rel oads. Then Jin Lee runs around the desk and grabs Jim

Jin Lee cones out holding Jimaround the neck and pointing
his gun at Jim s head.

JIN LEE
Throw down your gun, traitor

Navi gat or and Jim | ook deep into each other's eyes while

Navi gator reflects for a beat. Then Navigator takes his hand
off of the trigger and kneels down to put the gun on the
floor.

BANG

A single shot is fired and Jin Lee drops like a rock

Jimand Navigator can't believe their eyes when they turn to
find Kinmberly standing in the chute holding the warm gun.



JIM (to Kinberly)
Thanks. . .

NAVI GATOR
C non, let's get outta here..

Navi gat or grabs whatever guns are |lying around as they head
towards a rear door that |ooks |ike the inside of a door to
a vault.

I NT. HALLWAY/ TUNNEL - DAY

Navi gator exits the door with his guns blazing. He takes out
all of the SOLDI ERS in sight. Then turns back and nods to
Jimand Kinberly to tell themthat the coast is clear

Navi gator, Jimand Ki mberly nake their way down the hall way
and back to another stairwell.

| NT. STAI RAELL/ TUNNEL - DAY

Navi gator, Jimand Ki nberly bound up the stairs as SOLDI ERS
enter the stairwell and fire at them from bel ow. Navi gat or
fires back as Jimand Kinberly head for the top fl oor

I NT. VENTI LATI ON ROOM TUNNEL - DAY

Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly enter the base of a huge room
filled with air ducts. Navigator |ocks the door behind them
and barricades it with some barrels.

NAVI GATOR
| didn't realize it was this big.

Kl MBERLY
That grenade isn't even going to put
a dent init.

Navi gat or takes out a few pounds of plastic explosives and
wire fromhis belt. Jimand Kinberly's eyes w den.

JIM
C 47

NAVI GATOR
Harvard Magna Cum Laude - right?

He hands the wire to Jim

JI'M
Yeah, but | slept through "Expl osives
101".

NAVI GATOR

I"mgoing to attach the G4 to every
duct; you-two follow nme with the wire
and attach it to every piece of clay.



Jimand Kinberly starts to unravel the wire. They follow
Navi gat or around the room \en they get to the last air
duct, Jimnotices that there's no way out.

JIM
Wait a second, how are we going to
get out?

Navi gat or points up towards the top of the air ducts. Jim
and Kinmberly can't believe their eyes: there's no exit up
t here.

KI MBERLY
Before or after we blow the roomto
bits?

Navi gat or takes out a grenade, attaches it to the C-4 and
sticks the wire into it.

JIM
The det onat or ?

NAVI GATOR
We'll do it the ol d-fashioned way.

Navi gator taps his gun - the detonator

JIM (to Kinberly)
"W earn it"...?

Navi gat or then goes over to a rope |adder that |eads to the
top of the ducts.

Suddenly there is pounding at the door. SOLDIERS fire
indiscrimnately in order to break open the door to the
ventilation room

Navi gat or pushes Jim and Kinberly up the | adder

NAVI GATOR
Go on!

Jimand Kinberly shinmy up the | adder which apparently ends
at the ceiling. There's no door or anything, the |adder just
ends near the top of the air duct.

Navi gator follows them up the | adder

JIM
VWhere to?!

NAVI GATOR
Up!

Jimand Kinberly continue upward. As they approaches the
ceiling, Navigator takes the AK47 from behind his back and



starts to spray a hole in the ceiling with bullets.

Jimand Kinberly hide their faces as plaster and debris fal
on them They hold on to the | adder for dear life.

Meanwhi | e t he SOLDI ERS have broken through the door and start
to |l ook around the roomfor people to kill.

At the top of the |adder, snow starts to fall on Jims face.
Now he under stands where they're going.

NAVI GATOR
Go on!

The AK47 runs out of bullets and Navigator lets it drop to
t he ground.

Jimuses his hand to excavate the hole where the bullets hit.

Bel ow them the Sol di ers scurry about. As Jimsees daylight,
Navi gator fires at the Sol diers below. The Sol diers take
cover.

EXT. H MALAYAS - DAY

Ji m pokes his head through the hole and sees not hi ng but
barren snow capped nountai ns and beautiful blue sky. It's a
maj estic view, unfortunately Jimdoesn't have tinme to
appreciate it. He clinbs up then reaches back down to pul
Kinberly up to safety.

I NT. VENTI LATI ON ROOM TUNNEL - DAY

Navi gator grips the bottom of Kinberly' s boot to hel p push
her up. The Soldiers belowturn the corner and start to
punmel Navigator with bullets. Navigator fires back at the
Sol di ers who take cover again.

Navi gator clinbs to the highest rung on the | adder and | ooks
down below. He unloads the rest of his bullets shooting at
t he Sol di ers.

Here it is, the moment of truth: Navigator can feel the cold
air of the H nal ayas.

Jimand Kinberly | ook down at Navi gat or

Navi gat or unhol sters his side-armand squints at the grenade.
He raises his gun and fires one shot at it.

He mi sses.

NAVI GATOR
One.

Jimand Kinberly frowm. Just then, Soldiers energe from
Navi gator's blind side and shoot him Navigator takes a



bullet in the leg and alnost falls fromthe rope | adder

Ji mreaches down quickly and grabs Navigator with his left
arm Kinberly grabs Jimto support him

Navi gat or dangl es there; he spins around, tries to aimand
fire a few shots at the Sol diers.

NAVI GATOR
Two, three, four, five, six..

Navi gator's in excruciating pain and hanging on for dear life.

NAVI GATOR (to hi nsel f)
One left.

Jimand Kinberly conprehend the intensity of the noment.

JIM
Gve it your best shot.

There's silence as the Sol diers bel ow reload. Navigator
takes aimat the grenade. The rope |adder spins violently;

he can't get a clear shot off. Jimdoes his best to hold him
st eady.

Final |y Navigator steadies hinmself, takes aim and gets ready
to fire his last bullet.

NAVI GATOR S POV: Close on sights of the gun ainmed at the
gr enade.

Navi gator slowy squeezes the trigger as he breathes - just
like in the mlitary manual

Jimsquints and braces hinself for the gun to fire.

CLI CK.

Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly | ook at each other in dismay.
Coul d Navi gator have mi scal cul at ed???

CLICK CLICK CLICK as Navigator pulls the trigger of the enpty
gun.

The Sol di ers bel ow take ai mat Navigator and are about to
bl ow hi m away when suddenly Ji mreaches behind his back and
grabs the gun that Navigator gave himon the train

Jimfires a few shots at the Soldiers to force themto take
cover - also he gets used to aimng a pistol, sonething he
has never done before.

Kl MBERLY
Gve it your best shot.



Jimgul ps as he | ooks at the grenade off in the distance. He
| ooks down the barrel of the gun and concentrates with al
his m ght.

BANG

BULLSEYE! The bullet hits the grenade dead in the center and
t he CAMERA PANS to show the spark pul se through the wire from
expl osi ve to expl osive.

EXT. H MALAYAS - DAY

Supported by Kinberly, Jimuses all of his strength to pul
t he wounded Navi gator through the hole and up into the snow.

NAVI GATOR
Ni ce shot.

Suddenly beneath themthere's a huge expl osion that resounds
i ke an earthquake and knocks all three of themto the
ground. After a nonment, they regain their senses as the
entire ceiling of the ventilation roomcollapses and there is
a large hole left in the top of the nountain.

Navi gator, Jimand Kinberly are now apparently stuck in the
Hi mal ayas. But then they | ook up amazed to find thensel ves
| ooking at a group of dinmbers' feet.

I NT. FORT MEADE - DAY

Two RESEARCHERS nonitor satellite photos of the Far East. A
beep goes off on one nonitor and an Agent uses the nouse to
direct the inage onto the area in the H mal ayas that has just
ener ged.

RESEARCHER 1
What do you make of this?

RESEARCHER 2
Coul d just be another aval anche.
Keep your eye on it.

I NT. TUNNEL - DAY

A second alarmrings out and there's pandenonium as the
Sol diers frantically scuttle for fresh air and/or gas nasks.

EXT. H MALAYAS/ | NDI AN END OF TUNNEL - DAY

On the Indian side of the Tunnel (from Scene 1) there has
been enough carbon nonoxi de buildup to autonatically trigger
t he Tunnel opening. Al arns sound as the snow is pushed back
by the nonstrous doors opening.

Standing in the open Tunnel hatch are not Soldiers ready to
purge into India but confused Soldiers gasping for air



I NT. FORT MEADE - DAY

Suddenly the al arm sounds and the Researcher focuses on the
area on his nonitor that represents the Tunnel opening.

RESEARCHER 1
Holy shit!

RESEARCHER 2
Where the hell did those troops cone
fronf

RESEARCHER 1
Call General Mtchell!

I NT. SECRETARY OF STATE COLEMAN S OFFI CE - DAY

Furious, Drake enters Col eman's office.
DRAKE
|"ve just received word that there
are three hundred thousand Chi nese
troops in Tibet.
COLEMAN
What the hell are they doing there?
DRAKE
VWhat | want to know is why we didn't
know about this | ast week, or |ast
year, goddammit!
COLEMAN
What are you tal king about ?
DRAKE
You know damm wel | what |'mtal king
about: Navi gator.
COLEMAN
Li sten Drake. ..
DRAKE
By the tine | get back I want to see
your resignation on that desk,
M ster Secretary.
MONTAGE OF

1. Anmerican Carrier

Bengal

2. The Indian Army noves into place to protect their
agai nst the Chinese

3. Drake briefs President Russell

Battl e G oup noving towards the Bay of

bor der



4. The Chi nese Anbassador apol ogi ze to the United Nations
for the "m sunderstandi ng"

5. The Researchers at Pratt House and the Rand Corporation
noni tor the newscasts about China

I NT. POTALA PALACE - DAY
Jimslowy wakes.

JIM
Ki mberly...?

A Monk joins him

JIM
Where are ny friends? Are they OK?

The Monk doesn't speak English but still understands what Jim
is asking. He gently helps Jimup fromthe bed and | eads him
over to the w ndow.

JIMS POV: On the bal cony bel ow Kimberly files her report to
a | ocal CAMERANAN.

Kl MBERLY
Kimberly Grey, signing off from
Ll asa, Ti bet.

The Caneranman cl ears her.

JIM
You really don't sleep - do you?

Ki nberly chuckl es as they share a | oving | ook.
Navi gat or peaks his head out fromthe adjacent bal cony.

NAVI GATOR
Jim finally you awaken.
(beat)
The new Politburo is sending a plane
to escort you two back to the United
St at es.

JI'M
You're coning with us - aren't you?

NAVI GATOR
The new Politburo thinks that ny
expertise will be useful back in
Beijing.

Kl MBERLY
New York pizza doesn't fit in a
Federal Express envel ope, y'know.



NAVI GATOR

You' ve tried, | take it.
KI MBERLY
As a matter of fact, | have.

The three of them share a | augh while overlooking Llasa from
hi gh above in Potal a Pal ace.

EXT. KATMANDU Al RPORT - DAY

Navi gator puts Jimand Kinberly onto the waiting plane.

JIM
Plenty of roomif you've changed your
m nd.
NAVI GATOR
| have indeed given it alot of
t hought .

And al t hough your dedication to truth
and justice have shown ne that
America nust have alot to offer, I'm
afraid that my place in the world
remai ns in China.

Kl MBERLY
Truth and justice have no place... or
race, or color.

NAVI GATOR
That is true.
(beat)
Don't worry, we'll see each other
agai n.
JIM
| hope so.

I NT. Al RPLANE - DAY

Kinmberly and Jimsit in first class. On the nonitor Bernard
Shaw reports:

BERNARD SHAW (on tel evi sion)
A press rel ease just issued by the
Chi nese governnent states that the
four nmenbers of the Standing
Conmittee responsible for the
maneuvers in Tai wanese Airspace have
resi gned and have been replaced by
nore progressive and peacefu
political |eaders.

JIM
"Resi gned".



Kl MBERLY
It's a very demandi ng job. Many
politicians "resign" under all that
pressure.

BERNARD SHAW (on tel evi sion)
Next we have a special report from
Ki nberly Gey.

KI MBERLY
Shut it off...

JIM
I want to see it.

Kl MBERLY
You know how it ends, it's no fair.

JI'M
| know, but that's why | want to see
it.

They play like little children shutting off the tel evision
and turning it back on. W only see brief clips of
Kimberly's report on the thwarted invasion of |ndia.

Kl MBERLY
You just want to see how many tines
| mention your nane!

She finally gives up and lets the television play.

KI MBERLY (on tel evision)
Kimberly Grey, signing off from
LI asa, Ti bet.

JIM
Shit, it's over.

BERNARD SHAW (on tel evi sion)
Thank you, Kinberly for shedding
Iight on yesterday's nysterious about -
face of United States foreign policy,
wherein the Anerican nilitary machine
concl uded that the Chinese currently
pose little threat to Taiwan. Mre
| ater on the top-secret Chinese arny
i nstallation uncovered deep in the
| ong contested area known as Ti bet.

I NT. JAZZ CLUB/ UPPER BROADWAY - NI GHT

Musi c plays as a WAI TER escorts Drake towards a table.
Sitting there sniling are Jim Kinmberly, and Aunt Sophi e.
Jimrises and he and Drake exchange a new version of their
di al ogue fromtheir first scene.



JIM (imtating Drake)
d ad you could nmake it, John.

DRAKE

Thanks for inviting me, Professor.
JIM

"Jim. I'mjust "Jinf. "Professor”

makes me sound |ike an ol d curnmudgeon.

Thei r handshake turns into a cel ebratory hug.

JIM
You renenber Aunt Sophie...
AUNT SOPHI E
Prof essor Drake, it's so nice to see

you again. ..

He goes to shake her hand and she ignores it and gives hima
wet one on the cheek. Jimlaughs.

DRAKE
Aunt Sophie, I'mglad to see you
haven't changed. ..

JIM
And 1'd |ike you to nmeet a new friend
of mine, Kinberly Gey.

Dr ake shakes Kinberly's hand.

DRAKE
Thank you very much for your help.

Kimberly nods. Jimtakes his seat next to Kinberly and Drake
sits next to Aunt Sophie.

JIM
How s Col eman?
DRAKE
H story.
JIM
Better | ate than never.
AUNT SOPH E
"Better |late than never" for al ot of

t hi ngs!

She's tal king about Jimand Kinberly - not Colenan. Jim and
Kimberly smle at each other.

Kl MBERLY
Amren!



JIM
Her e here!

Drake snmiles as the four of themtoast their beers in
agreenent to the cool jazz as the...

CREDI TS ROLL.






