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nissan skyline 3.0 
BELATED PRAISE 
First Published:
Friday December 6, 1996 
The Sydney Morning Herald 
Nissan's Skyline earnt a modest place in history. Despite its lack-lustre styling, according to JOHN WRIGHT, it was an excellent car. 
GOOD: Strong performance, superlative durability, good economy, sure-footed handling, solid feeling.
BAD: Looked old-fashioned (in an unappealing way) even when new. The interior is too small. Boring, slabby dashboard.
VERDICT: With strong performance and good fuel economy, the Skyline is impressively reliable and robust. But styling is deplorable and the interior cramped.
RATING OUT OF 5: **** 


It was a very angry advertisement put out by Nissan Australia in the first half of 1986. With no copy to hand, we'll have to trust memory but the text ran something like this: "If you think our new engine works well in the Commodore, just wait until you drive the car for which it was really designed." 

In March 1986 GM-H had launched its VL Commodore, which had a new Nissan 3.0 litre six-cylinder engine. But Holden's ads appeared to the Nissan people to take too much credit for this engine which was to be fitted not only to the Commodore but also to the new Nissan Skyline. Problem was, the Skyline wasn't due until July ... 

When the Nissan entry in the six-cylinder family sedan/wagon market made its debut there was another problem. Not to put too fine a point on it, the Skyline looked as crook as the similarly styled four-cylinder Pintara - square, unimaginative, dated, lumpy. 

In recent automotive history it is difficult to think of a better example of "never judge a car by its styling". The Skyline was one of the best cars Nissan has ever produced, better in many respects than the well respected VL Commodore. 

The Nissan felt more rigid in construction, handled and steered slightly better, was quieter and boasted superior finish and build quality. 

The interior was somewhat cramped even compared with the Commodore and offered nothing like the sprawling space available in the XF Falcon. But as far as drivers were concerned, the Skyline (especially in sporty Silhouette form) was the pick of the local sixes. 

It was no wonder the executives at Nissan Australia wished to garner some credit for the Skyline's marvellous six-cylinder engine. This was the car's single strongest feature and it was unfortunate for the marketing people that the engine was shared with GM-H. But in the Nissan application, this superb small capacity fuel-injected, single overhead camshaft six was smoother and quieter; it seemed to play a little better on its home ground. 

The Skyline boasted sharp steering and secure handling, with good acceleration. On the road it felt both more solid and responsive than the VL Commodore. And at least the bonnet wasn't too bad looking, unlike the rest of the bodywork. (Maybe they called the sporty version "Silhouette" because the least light showed the styling in the best light?) More than a decade since the Skyline's debut, many of these cars have experienced little in the way of major mechanical work. The engine is an exemplar of modern technology, running seemingly forever as long as it is properly serviced with regular changing of oil, filter and coolant. 

The only constant source of mechanical trouble in the Skyline is the differential. Sometimes this unit was noisy almost from new. The rule of thumb was that if you got to 60,000 km without replacing it, then you almost certainly wouldn't get past 100,000 km. To its credit, Nissan Australia has always acknowledged the problem and still subsidises Skyline owners - a complete changeover differential assembly is supplied for less than $700 and fitting costs a further $170 or so. 

Suspension, brakes, steering and transmission are all very durable. In 1988, the Series III Skyline (pick it by the round tail lights) got a new electronic four-speed automatic transmission (to replace the previous hydraulic four-speed unit) and this has proven marginally less reliable in service and is much dearer to overhaul. It is also notably sharp on the change from first to second gear which may feel sporty but does not please all drivers. 

If the filter at the bottom of the power steering reservoir gets blocked, the build-up in pressure can cause a hose to blow. Leaks are possible at very mileages and a complete overhaul could cost $500. The original equipment shock absorbers could leak fluid or get noisy. 

The Nissan Skyline was one of those cars that won appreciation rather too late. Its ugly looks and cramped interior were handicaps from the start. But people who bought one after having run Falcons or Commodores were generally very happy. 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 

Noisy differential: replacement costs about $850. Paint: red fades. Power steering: can leak after 10 years of hard use. 



Prices correct at date of publication
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