EQUESTRIAN CLUB RULES

The main purpose of the Queen’s Equestrian Club is to provide the Queen’s Community (students and faculty/staff) with the opportunity to take horse-riding lessons. We offer lessons from beginner to advanced at local, well-accredited stables with instructors who are certified through the Canadian Equestrian Federation Coaching program. We also offer club T-shirts during each semester.

Lessons are available in sessions running from:


Mid September to late November


Mid January to late March

Transportation is not currently available to the lessons. Members are encouraged to leave campus 45 minutes to one hour before the lesson begins, and expect to return 45 minutes to one hour after the lesson ends. This extra time allows for travel, preparation of horses, and clean up afterwards. 

Signup nights are held the week before the beginning of each session at the Physical Education Centre (PEC), normally in the third week of each semester, and payment must be made in full at this time. The instructors at the barns are paid in advance for the lessons that are requested, and refunds cannot normally be given (except for extenuating circumstances.) It is the responsibility of each member to attend each lesson, or make arrangements with the instructor. There is one makeup session attached to each session for the inevitable missed lesson, but beyond that members are on their own to make up missed lessons. Members are encouraged to fill out their lesson’s contact form at the end of this package, and keep in touch with the others in their lesson about cancellations etc. The full contact information for every group will be e-mailed to all members of that group before their first lesson. 

It is mandatory that all members wear a hard hat with a chinstrap while riding. These can be borrowed from the PEC by showing a student card, and must be returned at the end of each lesson. They may also be borrowed from the stables. 

Boots with a heel are required. These should be high enough to support the ankle, the heel should be enough to stop the foot from advancing too far in the stirrup, and the sole should be rigid for comfort and protection. (ie. running shoes are not appropriate). 

Pants should be stretchy without an inseam (though jeans can be worn initially at the beginner level until the rider has purchased more appropriate equipment). Dress warmly in the winter as barns and arenas are very cold. Winter gloves with a good grip are a good idea for the colder months (ie. not mittens). Riding clothes will get dirty, so members are encouraged not to wear finery while riding. Jewelry should be kept to a minimum. 

There is no smoking, running, clowning around or substance abuse of any kind (drugs/alcohol) permitted in the stables. Please keep language to a respectable level as these are privately owned facilities, and members’ actions are a direct reflection on the Club, and Queen’s as a whole. Common sense is required at all times around horses. If at any time you are unsure about the correct course of action – ASK! All of our instructors are very friendly approachable people, and nobody is being judged on how much they know.

The barns must be fully cleaned before members leave them. (ie. brushes and tack put away and floors swept). Horses must be properly turned out before you leave the barn. 

In the case of an accident, and accident report form must be completed, by the instructor and rider involved. All instructors are familiar with proper safety procedures and are trained in first aid. Members should familiarize themselves with the location of first aid facilities and phones within the barns, and be able to give instructions if needed. 

There is a bulletin board downstairs in the PEC, next to the equipment room that is used for general information postings. Most important information will be sent to all active members via e-mail. The club e-mail address is REREques@post.queensu.ca, and members are encouraged to write with any queries, concerns or suggestions. There is also a club mailbox upstairs in the PEC (left at the top of the stairs, first left down the corridor) that will be checked weekly. 

All members must read and sign the provided release form before commencing any activities. This activity is undertaken at members’ own risk, and the barn, owners, instructors, any part of Queen’s or its clubs, and the members and executive of the Queen’s Equestrian Club will hold no liability for any damages done.  

