Myth Journals

The Emergence

· “In the beginning was the First World, or Black World.” P. 616

· “Most of its inhabitants were wingless insects and crawling creatures, among then red ants, yellow beetles, black beetles, and white locust.” P. 616 

· “We will make wings for ourselves and fly to the top of the world.” P. 616

· “The Second World, or Blue World, was larger and lighter than the First World.” P. 616

· “With many birds flying in close pursuit, the insects followed Locust to the roof of the Blue World, where Blue Wind led them into the Third World, or Yellow World.” P. 616

· “…it was populated with animals and human beings. These became known as First People.” P. 617

· “One Autumn four gods –White Body, Blue Body, Yellow Body, and Black Body—appeared before the First people in four days of succession.” P. 617

· “The Gods want to create people who look like them.” P. 617

· “They placed the ears of corn on top of the buckskins…They placed an eagle feather under each ear of corn…then they covered both ears of corn with the other buckskin…when the Gods lifted the upper buckskin, the First People saw that the white ear of corn had become the First Man and the yellow ear of corn had become the First Woman.” P. 617

· “First People sent messengers …to call people to assembly in order to choose one who would rule them all.” P. 617

· “Let Lion return to his home in the west, Wolf to his home…Let each of them bring back something that will help us.” P 618

· “Far from the East….these gifts for you: springtime rain, the light of morning, and young corn.” P 618

· “From the south…summer rain, blue sky, and soft corn” 618

· “From the West...autumn rain, evening light, and ripe corn. 618

· “From the North…northern lights, dried corn and beans…and a storage bowl.” 618

· “They decided to be ruled by a wise council..” 618

· “…the Fourth World, or Black-And-White world, was already populated with other human begins.” 619

· “When the Water Monster found that Coyote had taken his babies along with his fur coat, his heart filled with rage. ‘I will destroy the land in the Fourth World and all the people who live on it!’ he cried.” 619

· “..the bamboo plants had joined together to form one huge, high, hollow, stalk-like tree.” 620

· “Inside the tree, the people remained safe and dr.” 620

· “So it came to pass that the last of the peoples of the Fourth World traveled up the tunnel into the Firth World.” 620

Lodge-Boy and Thrown-Away

· “One day when her husband was away on a hunt, a pregnant woman was murdered.” 622

· “The murdered threw one behind the curtain in the tepee and the other into the spring. “ 622

· “As he sat eating dinner alone, this song Lodge-Boy, who had grown into a young boy, came out behind the curtain and joined him.” 623

· “Father, I would like you to make me two bows and two sets of arrows.” 623

· “..he enticed his brother, Thrown-Away, out of the spring by suggesting a game with bows and arrows.” 623

· “They carried Thrown-Away to the crest of a nearby hill, burned incense under his nose, and turned him into a human being.” 623

· “One day the bows decided to go to their mother’s burial place and revive her.” 623

· “You may play wherever you wish, but do not go bear the old woman who lives at the bend in the river.” 623

· “…the boys…found the old woman asleep by her boiling pot, tilted the pot towards her, and watched as she was pulled into her own pot and boiled to death.” 623

· “...do not go over the hill.” 623

· “..they found a huge serpent that resembled an alligator.” 623

· “The serpent…swallowed the boys…The boys killed the serpent by cutting out its heart…” 623

· “..do not go near the trees that stand in the form of a triangle!” 623

· “The boys jumped on the branches and broke them so that they could never again rise and kill anyone.” 624

· “…do not go near the man who lives on top of the cliff with deep waters its base.” 624

· “The man could not stop running in time and fell off the cliff to become a meal for his father.” 624

· Thunder-Bird thanked them and transported them back to their tepee, where they continued to live happily for many more years.” 624

The Woman Who Fell From the Sky

· “Great Darkness covered everything between the Great Water and the Upper World.” 627

· “It came to pass that the goddess Atahensic became very ill with a strange disease.” 627

· “It came to pass that a Sky Peron dreamed that the goddess would be cured if the chief placed her on the ground by the this tree and then dug up the great tree by the roots.” 627]

· 
The Great Tree soon toppled to the ground with a thunderous crash.” 627

· “Without its fruit, we will die of starvation! Even the life of a Chief’s daughter is not that important.” 627

· “The young man was so enraged that, before the chief could stop him, he kicked Atahensic into the hole.” 627

· “Loon caught her on his wings…” 627

· “Great Turtle was the first to volunteer…”mine is larger and stronger..”” 627

· “Muskrat’s body suddenly reappeared…He was dead…clutched in his claws and lodged inside his mouth was earth from the bottom of the sea.” 628

· “Sky women, who carefully spread it around the edges of the turtle’s shell.” 628

· “And from that to this day, Great Island has rested upon Great Turtle’s shell.” 628

· “…she gave birth to a baby girl, who became known as Earth Woman.” 628”

· “..while Good Twin was being born, Evil Twin impatiently burst forth from their mother’s side, thereby causing her death.” 628

· “Sky Woman buried Earth Woman on Great Island and reared her twin grandchildren by herself.” 628

· “She had no love for Evil Twin…” 628

· “Despite his brother’s opinion, Good Twin was determined to live in a bright world.” 629

· “..the Great Island enjoyed Sun, Moon, and Stars…” 629

· “…as they walked, they would create such things as lakes, forests, plants, and animals. Then, during the next two days, each brother would take the other to see what he had created.” 629

· “…Good Twin tossed his handful of dirt, living plants or animals came into being.” 629

· “…Evil Twin…had created a range of mountains on his part of the Great Mountains.” 629

· “…Good Twin grabbed Mosquito and rubbed him between his hands until he became very small.” 630

· “Good Twin did not have power to undo what his brother had done..” 630

· “From this day, the rivers have remained just as the Evil Twin changed them.” 630

· Good Twin gathered all his strength and pushed aside the boulder, permitting his animals to regain their freedom.” 631

· “When Good Twin became tired, he would snatch some of the wild rose and eat it, thus thereby recovering his energy.” 632

· “Good Twin picked up a branch of buck’s horns and beat his brother until the last wind of life had escaped from his body.” 632

· “The souls of the dead will leave Great Island and will live in my land forever.” 632

· “The first pair…became the parents of the Mohawk people...” 634

· “…their Confederacy of Six Nations has brought everlasting fame to their nation.” 633

Raven and the Sources of Light

· “Long ago when the world was young, the earth and all living creates were shrouded in the darkness of an eternal night, for neither the sun nor the moon shone in the sky.” 635

· “It was said that a great chief who lived at the headwaters of the Nass River was keeping all this light for himself.” 635

· “So Raven transformed himself into a seed and floated on the surface of the nearby stream.” 635

· “The woman became pregnant, and in time she gave birth to a son, who was Raven in disguise.” 635

· “The chief loved his grandson, and whatever the child wanted, this grandfather gave to him.” 635

· “The bag immediately rose to the ceiling, drifted through the smoke hole, and flew up into the heavens.” 635

· “There it burst open, spilling stars into the sky.” 635

· There it burst open, spilling moon into the sky.” 635

· “As soon as the chief removed the sun from the box, his lodging was filled with brilliant light.” 636

· “At last the day came when the chief was not as careful as usual.” 636

· “The child resumed his Raven state,, grasped the ball of light in his claws, and flew up…” 636

· “At last, Raven lifted his wing, grabbed the sun with both claws and tossed it high into the sky.” 636

· And from that day until this, the sun, moon, and stars have remained in the sky.” 636

Caught by a Hair String

·  “Meanwhile, the maidens hid behind screens in the wigwam so that they could listen to the chief and his son without being seen by them.” 644

· “We do not choose to marry, even the son of a chief.” 645

· “Meanwhile, another young man lived among the People. He was very lazy…” 645

· “We will surprise the maidens and get a god look at them before they have a chance to hide!” 645

· “Not once during the evening had the young man mentioned marriage…” 645

· “Then take this beaded hair-string I am giving you…lay it upon her back…” 646

· “Once again, you have shown that you are one for big words and small deeds!” 646

· “Without making her or anyone else around aware of it, he had placed…” 646

· “ I will accompany you, and you may tell my mother that you found me lost in the woods.” 647

· “If you wish to marry my daughter, she is yours!” 647

· “He liked the thought that, through marriage, they might become brothers…” 647

· “This time, they were in time to surprise the old couples’ beautiful elder daughter.” 648

· “The Chief’s son was delighted, and the marriage was celebrated by a great feast that all the People attended.” 649

· “If a person wanted to learn how to become a fast runner, it would be possible, although not know how to teach this skill.” 649

· “Let the wind chase you as you chase the feathers…” 649

· “If a person would want to escape from great danger…”649

· “You must find some very old clothes, and wear them over your own…” 649

· “So it came to pass that the lazy…husband became the fastest escaping danger.” 650

· “If a person wanted to learn to see where all the moose in the woods are hiding…” 650

· “You must catch some moose hair from the moose in the woods..” 650

· “…fish in the river are hiding…” 650

· Y…you must catch a fish...and ask for its bones…” 650

· “Whales do not die unless a person kills them.” 651

· “Why have you called me?” 651

· “When I open my mouth, reach under my tongue and take the medicine that you find there.” 651

· “My medicine will give you the power to do whatever you wish!” 651

· “The new chief will be the son of the old chief! He is a person who also possesses great powers. And his brother will always stand beside him and help him.” 652
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