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Competition

Procedures

Effective from March 2004- Revised January 2006
QUEENSLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL FOOTBALL
COMPETITION PROCEDURES

INTRODUCTION

The Queensland Primary School Football competition procedures  are uniform for  the girls’ and  the boys’ state championships
Where the two competitions differ

· selectors

· trophies 

these differences have been identified. 

Championship convenors should view these “Competition Procedures’  as the most preferred guidelines, but where local conditions make it difficult to comply, there should be consultation with the RSO, the regional coach and regional manager and Queensland Primary School Football.

Field sizes, field markings, corner flag posts and  goal posts should comply with FIFA rules as set out in Appendix B.  

In all championships, the playing rules that will apply are those as set out by FIFA for that season and will include interpretations on the rules. Coaches and managers should make themselves aware of such rules and any rule or interpretation changes from the previous year, prior to attending the State Championships.

Current rules can be found on the FIFA web site as a PDF file.

http://www.fifa.com/en/regulations/regulation/0,1584,3,00.html
1.0       State Championships 

· Regions will host the state championships on a rotational basis as determined by QPS Sport.

· The state championship should  be held at least  four (4) weeks prior to the School Sport Australia Football Exchange ¹
· The length of the state  championships shall be five (5) days, with at least three (3) of these being school days

· The carnival shall be conducted as a round robin with no team playing more than three (3) games per day, unless weather causes 1 day’s cancellation

· Students aged 12 or under during the calendar year are eligible to participate. They must attend a primary school/secondary school/college, which is affiliated with QPS Sport.

Team lists are to be forwarded to the host centre no later than the last Friday of Term 2.

QPS Football will:

· Distribute to the host region the competition guidelines (including carnival conditions) which will be used at the state championships.
· Provide a competition draw. A new draw is to be presented each year.
· QPS Football executive (or nominee) will inspect the playing fields to determine their suitability  for playing championship Football. ²

· Advise host regions of anticipated financial assistance for the conduct of the championship.

· Forward to the host centre a grant derived from sponsorship money attained by QPS Sport, if any such grant is forthcoming.

Provide the host region with an ‘Eligibility to Play for Queensland’ Form which will detail the approximate levy to be charged to attend the School Sport Australia Football  Exchange.

The Host Region will

· Have responsibility for organising the state championships. ²
· Prepare a budget and include a competition draw (provided by QPS Football) for the championships and convey them to QPS Football for approval at least three (3) months prior to the championships
· Not later than two (2) months prior to the championships, advise competing regions of the competition venues, playing schedule, eligibility to play for Queensland form, accommodation available for officials, cost of same, team levy, and any other costs.

· Organise the billeting of students.

· Produce a quality-printed program, which contains carnival rules  , team lists, codes of behaviour and acknowledges the contributions of sponsors.

· Observe usual protocols relating to the invitation of sponsors and EQ personnel to the opening and closing ceremonies and the official dinner.

· Service sponsors according to QPS Sport policy.

· Organise Pre and Post Carnival Conferences.

· Attempt to secure media coverage.

· Ensure that the code of behaviour is adhered to at all times (see Appendix A)
· Ensure that first aid and medical facilities  are available

· Provide qualified referees.

· Immediately notify QPS Football of any dispute or concern, which needs resolving.

· Provide all competitors with a certificate of participation.

· Provide medallions for the first  and second placed team/s, including coach and manager, in the overall competition.  

Within one (1) month after completion of the carnival provide QPS Football with a written report on the state championships and an acquittal of the championship’s budget.

Billeting

· Closing date for the request for billets is the last Friday of Term 2.

· Details of billets are to be sent back to visiting regions before departure to the carnival.

· Billets will not be provided for parents accompanying a child participating in the championships.

When any difficulty arises in a billeting situation, consultation must be carried out with team officials and host region officials before the conclusion of the championships.

1.1
(Age) State Championships

FIFA  rules will apply to the competition except wherein stated.
1. Team squads shall be limited to a maximum of:
BOYS - 14 students who are 12 years and under

GIRLS -14 students who are 12 years and under

2. The carnival shall be conducted as a round robin.

3. The duration of matches shall be 20 minutes each half, with 5 minutes break at half time.

4. All games are to be officially timed by the referee. No timeout for injury will be allowed unless there is an extended delay due to serious injury.

5. The treatment of injuries shall be left to the discretion of the referee. Any such treatment should be carried out by the manager, coach or appointed first aid/ medical official.

6. Official score cards for each game are to be filled out by the referee and countersigned by team coaches or managers.
7. Team officials and interchange players of both teams shall be seated in their respective  ‘coaches’ boxes (technical area) on the same side of the field.

8. An unlimited interchange 5 system shall be utilised. The incoming  player is to enter the field at  the half way line after the replaced player has left the field. 

9. Replaced players may depart  on either side of the field at a stoppage in play, preferably from the closest line (touch line or goal line) . The nearest assistant referee will be notified.
10. Size 4 football is to be used.

11. Corner kicks shall be taken 8 metres from the penalty area or from the actual corner post when this is less than 8 metres from the penalty area. The mark for corner kicks shall be defined.

12. Points will be awarded on the basis of 4 points for a win, 2 points for a draw and 1 point for a loss.

13. In the event of a tie on points at the conclusion of the carnival, joint winners will be declared. Medallions  will be presented to members of the winning team and the runners-up in the overall competition. The winning team of students , their coach and manager will receive gold medallions, the runner’s up will receive silver medallions.
14. Protests must be lodged with the carnival convenor before 6:00pm on the date of the match and shall be dealt with by a conference chaired by the carnival convenor and consisting of one (1) representative from each competing region.

15. A player will be disqualified from participating in the next game their team is involved in if 

· he/she is  sent off 

· he/she has been given three yellow cards throughout the carnival ³
1.2 
ONFIELD BLOOD/OPEN WOUND  GUIDELINES  4
The referees enforce the blood rule which is : 
· Player leaves the field to be treated and will not be allowed back on until the referee or assistant referee can see that the bleeding has stopped, the wound has been cleaned, and if required, the wound has been covered.

· Any clothing with blood on it has to be removed ie the player will change into a clean kit or partial kit (ie shirt, shorts or socks)

· If there is a sufficient amount of blood on the field to cause concern, then the field has to be cleaned as well.
Coaches and /or managers will also be responsible for removing a player from the field if they see the player bleeding and before that player has been observed by the on field officials. This will be done by notifying the referee or assistant referee that you wish the player to leave the field for treatment. This can be done before a stoppage in play occurs. 

1.3     Meetings  
· Pre-Carnival Meeting – to be the held day preceding the carnival.
         Carnival convenor (or nominee) to chair the meeting.
         Choosing of selectors

· Official Dinner – third day of carnival

· Post Carnival Meeting - to be held day before final day
        Member of Executive (or nominee) to chair the meeting.
Minutes/Report of the “Post Carnival Meeting’ to be forwarded to QPSS secretary.

Motions and recommendations (if applicable) will be incorporated into the following state carnival, competition rules or management procedures.
2.0
Appointment of Queensland Team Selectors  
· Selectors will be chosen at the State Championship Pre-Carnival Conference.

· The Queensland Teams –
BOYS  -  will be chosen by four selectors. 
The State Coach and State Manager will be two of these selectors. The two other selectors will be elected at the pre-carnival managers’ meeting at the state carnival.

GIRLS - will be chosen by five selectors. 
The State Coach will be one of these selectors. The four other selectors will be elected at the pre-carnival managers’ meeting at the state carnival.

· The coach will be responsible for final selections as chairperson of selectors. This will be done in collaboration with the team manager and/or other appointed selectors.

· The coach will be responsible for arranging training dates/venue.
· Team training (where practical) for the girls and boys state teams shall be conducted at the same venue
Notification

· The state manager shall ensure that the schools of students selected are informed of details regarding their participation in the School Sport Australia  Football Exchange.

· All available information concerning the state team shall be provided by the manager to the students immediately upon selection. Further information shall be provided as soon as possible.

3.0
Appointment of Queensland Team Officials

· Officials to accompany Queensland teams will be a maximum of one (1) coach and one (1) manager per team.

· Any teacher registered with the Board of Teacher Registration (Qld)  is eligible for the position of State Coach or State Manager. The appointed  officials will attend the state titles. 

· The coach must hold at least a current Football Federation Australia Junior  Licence Coaching Accreditation or equivalent (but preferably a Football Federation Australia Youth Licence  or higher) 6 and the manager must possess at least a current Senior First Aid certificate or equivalent. 
· The  position of State Coach/Manager is to be advertised in the Education Views, on  Queensland School Sport web site and the Queensland Primary School Football web site.
· Application forms with conditions of application can be obtained from the Secretary, QPS  Football. Application forms can also be obtained from Queensland School Sport, but it is the applicant’s responsibility to obtain the conditions of application.

· Completed applications for the positions of State Coach/Manager are to be received in writing by the Secretary, QPS Football by fax, mail or email, by the date as set by Queensland School Sport.

· No late applications will be accepted. It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that their application reaches the Secretary, QPS Football by the closing time and date.
· Applicants are to be notified by the secretary that their applications have been received.

· Applications received will be viewed by the Executive of QPS Football. Executive will forward name/names of applicants, who meet the selection, criteria to Queensland School Sport.

· If no applications are received, the Executive of QPS Football will make a decision on appropriate action to be taken.

· If there is more than one applicant for position of Coach/Manager a postal ballot will be conducted. Queensland School Sport will conduct the ballot and act as returning officer.

· Managers and coaches shall be chosen by a postal ballot of all entitled to vote – one (1) vote per Region and one (1) vote per member of the executive of QPS Football.

· The appointment of officials to accompany the State Team to the School Sport Australia championship must be completed by the end of the school year.

· Queensland School Sport will advise the Secretary, QPS Football and the applicants of the Coach/Manager appointment.

3.1
COSTS PRIOR TO SCHOOL SPORT AUSTRALIA  EXCHANGE
STATE COACH AND STATE MANAGER
· The State Coach and State Manager  will be responsible for their incurred travel, accommodation and associated costs  to attend the State Carnival.
· QPS Football will be responsible for teacher relief, travel costs incurred by the State Coach prior to and during the training camp. Appropriate accommodation will be provided by and at the discretion of QPS Football.
· Teacher relief, travel  and accommodation costs prior to and during the training camp for the State Manager will be at the discretion of QPS Football.
STUDENTS

· Students selected in the Queensland Team will be expected to cover the cost of travel and accommodation (if not billeted) to attend the training camp prior to departure to the School Sport Australia Exchange.
3.2
COSTS WHEN  ATTENDING   SCHOOL SPORT AUSTRALIA  EXCHANGE
· TRS costs for officials accompanying the state team to the School Sport Australia Exchange will be met by QUEENSLAND SCHOOL SPORT.

· Costs related to officials’ apparel, daily allowance, accommodation, unless available from donation, sponsorship or fundraising, will be met by QUEENSLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL FOOTBALL. 
4.0
Queensland Team Selection Policy and Procedures
· The boys’ team will be chosen from competitors who participate at the boys’ Intra-State Carnival.

· The girls’ team will be chosen from competitors who participate at the girls’ Intra-State Carnival.

· The State Teams will consist of fourteen (14) players each.

· Three (3) shadow players will be selected; one of whom is to be a goalkeeper. Names of these players will be not announced.
Criteria

The major criteria for selection shall be the performance of the student at the state championships. Areas considered shall include:

· The level of skills exhibited by the student;

· The performance of the student as a member of a team; and

· The attitude and behaviour of the student on and off the field

4.1 Selection Procedures

· Team officials shall advise the selectors (at the Pre-Carnival Managers’ Meeting) of students not available for selection.

· The selectors shall meet on each day of the competition.

· The selectors shall meet with the coaches of competing teams to give them the opportunity to put forward the names of and comment upon students they consider worthy of selection.

· Team coaches may submit a written report to the selectors

· At least one (1) member of the selection panel shall be present at all times of the competition.

· The selectors shall maintain a record of all competition viewed

· The Queensland Team is to be announced at the closing ceremony

APPENDIX A
CODE OF BEHAVIOR

For Players

· Be a good sport

· Play for enjoyment

· Work hard for your team as well as yourself

· Treat all team mates and opponents as you enjoy being treated yourself.

· Play by the rules

· Co-operate with team and game officials.

· Control your behaviour on and off the field.

· Learn to value honest effort, skilled performance and improvement
For Teachers and Coaches

· Set a good example for your players.

· Encourage and create opportunities to develop individual skills.

· Teach a wide range of team skills

· Ensure appropriate for the age group and the skill development level of the players involved.

· Teach your players to be friendly towards officials and opponents.

· Give all interested students a chance to participate in training and games.

· Remove form the field of play and of your players whose behaviour is not acceptable

· Keep your own knowledge of coaching and the developments of the game up to date.

For Parents

· Encourage participation by you children.

· Provide a model of good sports behaviour for your child to copy.

· Be courteous in your communication with players, team officials, game officials and sports administrators.

· Encourage honest effort, skilled performance and team loyalty

· Make new parents feel welcome on all occasions.

· Do not interfere with the conduct of any events

For Spectators

· Demonstrate appropriate social behaviour

· Remember children play for enjoyment, don’t let you behaviour detract from their enjoyment

· Let game officials conduct events with our interference.

· Support skilled performance and team play with generous applause

· Demonstrate respect for opposing players and their supporters.
APPENDIX B

Field Sizes and Markings
Field markings  should comply with FIFA rules in relation to
· Line Width (no more than 12cm/5 inches wide and same width as goal posts) 
· Goal Size  ( posts and cross bar no more than 12cm/5 inches wide) 
· Goal Area

· Penalty Area, Penalty Arc and Penalty Spot
· Centre Mark and Centre Circle

· Corner Arcs and Corner Flags

The dimensions of these (above) markings are fixed and are shown in the diagrams that follow.
QPS Football  rules indicate that if a corner arc is greater than 8 metres from the penalty area, corners will be taken 8 metres from the penalty area and a mark be placed on the goal line.

Field sizes 

As per FIFA rules 

Length minimum    90 m 

            maximum 120 m 

Width   minimum    45 m

            maximum   90 m 

If the organizing committee is marking new fields,  then QPS Football recommends that fields should be 

· at least 90m and no more than 100m long
and 
· a minimum width of 56m.
           * a field 56m wide will put  corner arcs 8m from the penalty area

GOALS
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FIELD DIMENSIONS -  METRIC
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Flag to be not less
than 1.5mi5t high
with a non pointed top
Lines to be
not more

than 12¢m/Sins
wide

Corner flagpost is compulsory




FIELD DIMENSIONS – IMPERIAL
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APPENDIX C
TROPHIES

BOYS’ STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

The competition is a round robin.

· Four(4) points for a win; two(2) for a draw; one (1) for a loss. 
· Goals for and against do not count to determine position on the points table. 
The competition is divided into three sections

VIC LEGGATT SHIELD for the overall winners
MACGREGOR CUP awarded to the best 'city' team. Points only count when the 'city' teams play each other.

City teams – Met East, Met North, Met West, South Coast, Sunshine Coast
LESCHKE CUP awarded to the best 'country' team. Points only count when the 'country' teams play each other.

Country teams – Capricornia, Darling Downs, North West, Northern, Peninsular, South West, Wide Bay
GIRLS’  STATE  CHAMPIONSHIP
The competition is a round robin.

· Four(4) points for a win; two(2) for a draw; one (1) for a loss. 
· Goals for and against do not count to determine position on the points table. 
The competition is divided into two sections

BARRY LOT SHIELD  for the overall winners
‘THE POWER  V  SPIRIT TROPHY’

Awarded to the group that gains the most points. Points count when a team from the ‘Power’ plays a team from ‘Spirit’
Power teams:  , 
Capricornia, Darling Downs, Metropolitan East, Northern, South West, South Coast

 Spirit teams:   
Peninsula, Wide Bay, Metropolitan North, North West, Metropolitan West, 
Sunshine Coast
APPENDIX D

TO BE INCLUDED IN THE CARNIVAL PROGRAM
Queensland Primary School Football Team Selection Policy
Criteria

The major criteria for selection shall be the performance of the student at the state championships. 
Areas considered shall include:

· The level of skills exhibited by the student;

· The performance of the student as a member of a team; and
· The attitude and behaviour of the student on and off the field
Selection Procedures

· Team officials shall advise the selectors (at the Pre-Carnival Managers’ Meeting) of students available for selection.

· The selectors shall meet with the coaches of competing teams to give them the opportunity to put forward the names of and comment upon students they consider worthy of selection. 
· Team coaches may submit a written report to the selectors.

· The selectors shall meet on each day of the competition.

· At least one (1) member of the selection panel shall be present at all times of the competition.

· The selectors will maintain a record of all competition viewed
· The team will be chosen from competitors who participate at the Intra-State Football Carnival.

Queensland Team 
· The Queensland Team will consist of fourteen (14) players each.

· Three (3) shadow players will be selected; one of whom is to be a goalkeeper. Names of these players will be not announced.
Team Announcement
· The Queensland Team is to be announced at the closing ceremony

Team training (where practical) for the girls’ and boys’ state teams shall be conducted at the same venue.
ADDENDUMS

For all other matters refer to the QPSS Competition Procedures.

¹ Airlines are requiring at least four weeks notice for passenger lists. Sufficient time needs to be allowed for the state manager/coach to provide QPS Sport with details of selected players, organise equipment and collection of fees. 

² The quality of the playing surface should be viewed in the amount of grass coverage, predictable ball behaviour, pitch size (size as per FIFA Law 1), and safety (surface should have some cushioning effect ).

Where there is doubt about the quality of the playing surface QPS Football executive should be contacted to arrange field inspections well in advance of the proposed carnival date.  

QPS Football executive (or nominee) will arrange field inspections in advance of the proposed championship dates.

If a sport region is unable to use ‘quality’ fields for the championships, the championships should be passed onto another region.

³  A player who is sent off after being shown  two yellow cards in the one game does not receive a further suspension on receiving a yellow card in a subsequent game.

A player who is shown a red card for an offence unrelated to any cautions already received in a game is subject to missing another game if they receive a third yellow card.

eg Player A receives a caution (yellow card)  for dissent, but later in that game is sent off (red card) for swearing. The player misses the next fixture, but in later matches, receives two more cautions bringing the total cautions to three. The player is disqualified from the next game.
4    Where practical, it is recommended/suggested that each regional team carry a minimum of two extra team shirts (eg medium and large) to allow for  players, who have blood on their shirt, to change and re-enter the field of play. This assumes that the injury sustained is not serious enough to warrant the player requiring observation  for a period of time and being kept off the field for the remainder of play. 
Please note, that where any clothing apparel  of a player has been contaminated by blood, the apparel must be washed clean of blood before the player can play any further football using that apparel.
5     Interchange – there will be no interchange in the last five minutes of the second  half of normal playing time. 
The exception will be  where a player is injured in that period and has to be replaced for treatment. Managers and coaches (or approved team officials) will be responsible for managing  this policy.

6       
COACHING LEVELS

	JUNIOR LICENCE: 

 

 
	A Football Federation Australia accreditation course for candidates recommended from an Introduction to Coaching course or those persons already working or keen to work in a Junior team coaching environment. 
 

	YOUTH LICENCE: 

 

 
	A Football Federation Australia accreditation course for candidates who have successfully completed the Junior Licence course and have shown the ability to continue their practical experience in the game. 
 

	SENIOR LICENCE: 

 

 
	A Football Federation Australia accreditation course for candidates who have successfully completed the Youth Licence course with an Advance Pass and have shown ability or potential to coach at Senior Level.    (Prior to a Football Federation Australia Licence being awarded ACC General Principles must be completed)
  

	STATE LICENCE: 

 

 
	A Football Federation Australia accreditation course for candidates who have successfully completed the Senior Licence with an Advance Pass and have shown ability or potential to coach at State League Level.  
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