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Web Resources

1) Bat Conservation International

a) Discipline(s): Biology, Ecology, Zoology

b) Grade level(s): K-8

c) Web site address: http://www.batcon.org

d) Description: This is the homepage for the organization Bat Conversation International.  It contains a wealth of useful information and activities.  Users can access a photo gallery of bats, subscribe to the organization’s e-newsletter or to BATS magazine, find out about bat events in their communities, or learn about the natural history of bats.  There are a number of activities on the website, suitable for a wide variety of ages.  In the “Kidz Cave,” teachers can download and print out a “bat mask” for younger children to color and cut out.  A music video with an animated bat singing about “Echolocation” is also appropriate for the primary grades.  Older students can test their “bat IQ” by trying their hand at the Bat Facts Quiz, or at one of the two crossword puzzles available for download.  Fifth or sixth graders can have fun sending bat e-cards to their friends.  For conservation-minded teenagers and adults, bat house plans are available for download.  
2) Google Earth
a) Discipline(s): geography 
b) Grade level(s): 3-6
c) Web site address: http://earth.google.com
d) Description: At this website, visitors can download a program that allows them to see a satellite view of any location on Earth.  Students will be excited about seeing aerial photos of their neighborhoods and houses.  Teachers can show students views of places around the world, from Nairobi, Kenya, to the Marianas Trench, to Antarctica!  The newest version of Google Earth, 4.2, has a feature that allows users to explore objects in the sky, as well, including stars and planets.
3) The White House
a) Discipline(s): Government, Social Studies, Math, US History.
b) Grade level(s): 1-6
c) Web site address: http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/
d) Description: This website has a number of features, both that teachers can integrate into their curricula, and that students can explore on their own.  A “News for Kids” link takes users to a page of links to news stories targeted towards children, including titles like “President Bush Pardons ‘Flyer and Fryer’ in National Thanksgiving Turkey Ceremony” and “Literacy Day, 2006.”  Teachers can also download pictures of US presidents for students to color.  The site includes a number of screenplays depicting various White House adventures, which feature Barney, President Bush’s Scottish terrier, and which students can read out loud, readers’ theater-style.  There is also a list of the ABCs, with a US president-themed concept for each letter.  More links lead to information on US history, White House traditions, and even math challenges.
4) Federal Resources for Educational Excellence
a) Discipline(s): Science, Math, History, Language Arts, Art, Music, US History, Health, PE
b) Grade level(s): 4-6
c) Web site address: http://www.free.ed.gov/
d) Description: This site basically is a catalog of hundreds of educational government-sponsored websites, like that of the National Gallery of Art and sites funded by the National Science Foundation.  It has them finely categorized by subject (e.g. Arts and Music\Visual Arts\Architecture), and includes detailed descriptions of each site.  Students assigned to do a report on a specific topic can use this website to find instructional websites on that subject.  Teachers planning a lesson can use the site to find websites with extra resources (pictures, simulations, etc.) to enrich their lesson.  Especially useful to teachers, the math websites are organized by standards (e.g. data analysis, measurement). 
5) Revolutionary War Timeline
a) Discipline(s): History
b) Grade level(s): 4
c) Web site address: http://www.nps.gov/archive/cowp/Timeline.htm
d) Description: This site features a detailed timeline of the events of the Revolutionary War.  Additionally, it includes links to sites with more information on specific events.  
6) Exploratorium Online
a) Discipline(s): Science: Biology, Ecology, Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry, Geology
b) Grade level(s): 2-10
c) Web site address: http://www.exploratorium.edu/explore/handson.html
d) Description: This site has links to instructions for dozens of science-related hands-on projects, grouped by subject.  For example, it includes instructions for making a telescope, performing experiments with candy, making a mummy, and dissecting a cow’s eye.
7) Interactive Constitution
a) Discipline(s): Government
b) Grade level(s): 4-12
c) Web site address: http://www.constitutioncenter.org/constitution/
d) Description: In addition to having the full text of the Constitution, this site allows users to search the Constitution by keyword, topic, and relevant Supreme Court decision.
8) National Institute of Literacy
a) Discipline(s): Language Arts
b) Grade level(s): Pre-K - 12
c) Web site address: http://www.nifl.gov/
d) Description: More useful for teachers than for students, this site is a wealth of information related to literacy research.  It offers the text for many literacy research articles.  It also includes several discussion lists on literacy-related topics, such as on reading assessment.  
9) Federal Resources for Educational Excellence
a) Discipline(s): Science, Math, History, Language Arts, Art, Music, US History, Health, PE
b) Grade level(s): 4-6
c) Web site address: http://www.free.ed.gov/
d) Description: This site basically is a catalog of hundreds of educational government-sponsored websites, like that of the National Gallery of Art and sites funded by the National Science Foundation.  It has them finely categorized by subject (e.g. Arts and Music\Visual Arts\Architecture), and includes detailed descriptions of each site.  Students assigned to do a report on a specific topic can use this website to find instructional websites on that subject.  Teachers planning a lesson can use the site to find websites with extra resources (pictures, simulations, etc.) to enrich their lesson.  Especially useful to teachers, the math websites are organized by standards (e.g. data analysis, measurement). 
10)  Reading Rainbow
a) Discipline(s): Language Arts

b) Grade level(s): K-6
c) Web site address: http://pbskids.org/readingrainbow/
d) Description: This site offers a list of descriptions of recommended picture books.  In addition, it has many games that children can play online, and activities that teachers can print out for students to do (e.g. coloring worksheets, project instructions).  At this site, children can find information on entering the “Reading Rainbow” Young Writers and Illustrators Contest.  For teachers and parents, it links to a website full of literacy research resources.
11)  Math Tools
a) Discipline(s): Math
b) Grade level(s): 2-12

c) Web site address: http://mathforum.org/mathtools/
d) Description: This site is designed to help teachers integrate technology (e.g. calculators) with their math lessons.  It includes a number of lesson plans that can be used to show students how to use a particular technology to do a math operation. Additionally, students and teachers can access weekly problems in geometry, algebra, calculus, etc.  Unfortunately, a paid membership fee is required to access many of the website’s services.

12)  National Wildlife Federation
a) Discipline(s): Ecology, Zoology
b) Grade level(s): K-6
c) Web site address: http://nwf.org/
d) Description: This website offers information about many endangered species of animals and links to websites where more information about these animals can be found.  Additionally, it offers instructions for many educational projects, including gardening.  It also includes links to sister sites that have even more ecology-related activities on them. 
13)  The Oregon Trail 
a) Discipline(s): History
b) Grade level(s): 3-6
c) Web site address: http://www.isu.edu/%7Etrinmich/Oregontrail.html
d) Description: This site was developed by the creators of the PBS documentary “The Oregon Trail,” upon which the famous educational computer game was based.  It features a map of the Oregon Trail, with information about important historical sites along the trail.  It also includes text from diaries and books written by pioneers about their experiences traveling along the trail.
