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September 7, 2007
Dear Parents,
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I would like to take this opportunity to personally let you know how delighted I am to have your son or daughter in my class for the 2007-2008 school year, and to make myself available to you, the parents.  Studies have shown that children are much more likely to succeed in school if their parents take an active role in their education, and I encourage you to become as involved as your schedule permits.  
  
There are a number of important ways that you can help your child gain the best education possible.  At home, reading out loud to your child is not only a fun experience the two of you can share together, but it will increase your child’s vocabulary, breadth of knowledge, and will improve his or her writing ability.  Moreover, it increases the chance that your child will become a lifelong reader.  
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If you have not already done so, I encourage you and your child to visit the Van Nuys Library.  It is located just a mile from the school, has a wide selection of books that the two of you will be sure to enjoy, and features a story time every Tuesday evening in the children’s section at 7:00.  I have enclosed a list of books I highly recommend, which are readily available both at the library and at most book stores.
You can also facilitate your child’s success by encouraging your child to do his or her homework in the afternoon, and by helping with any questions that might arise.  I send out an e-mail to all parents on my mailing list everyday with the homework assignment the students are expected to complete that evening.  If you would like to be added to that list, please send me an e-mail at beth.allen@laschool.edu.  

I also encourage you to contact me at any time if you have any question or concern about your child’s progress.  In addition to e-mailing me, you can call and leave a message for me at the school.  The phone number is (818) 555-9876.  Finally, I generally am in the classroom by 7:30 each morning, and stay in the classroom 45 minutes to an hour after school lets out every afternoon.  Please accept my invitation to stop by during one of these times.

If your schedule allows, I would be thrilled to have you volunteer in the classroom.  Even a couple hours a week, or a couple hours here and there, as time permits would be greatly appreciated.  Volunteering in the classroom not only gives the students more opportunity for individualized attention, but reinforces the sense that the classroom is a community of the students, the parents, and me, the teacher, and communicates to your child the priority that you place on their education.  
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Additionally, throughout the school year, we will be going on field trips to the zoo, to the Natural History Museum, to the beach, and to a local publishing house.  As these draw nearer, I will be sending letters home asking for parents to volunteer as chaperones and drivers.
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If you are unavailable during the day, there are also a number of tasks that you can help out with in the evening, or at your leisure.  These can range from coordinating the Lucky book orders once a month to cutting shapes out of construction paper to dying macaroni.  If you are bilingual, I would like to strongly urge you to consider volunteering as an interpreter at Back to School Night or as a translator of letters and messages I send home, so that parents with limited English proficiency can still be “in the loop” with their child’s progress and education.  
With your active involvement this academic year, your child will be sure to succeed!  We will learn a lot (myself included) and have a great time doing it!

Warmly,
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Beth Allen

