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Too Many Tamales!

Last week, we concluded an ongoing literature unit focused on the book Too Many Tamales.  Too Many Tamales is the story of a Mexican-American girl who loses her mother’s wedding ring in a batch of tamales.  We read the book as a class and then we divided up into groups to put together dramatizations of the story.  On Friday, we got to watch all of our classmates act out the plot of Too Many Tamales.  As your son or daughter has probably told you, we started out this unit by making tamales as a class.  They were delicious!  


Another activity we did during our Too Many Tamales unit was write personal narratives about a time we celebrated a holiday with family.  We took our personal narratives through the writing process, revising, editing, and finally, publishing them.  Be sure to take a minute to read some of our students narratives in the class book we made at our upcoming Open House.



Pie Night

Van Nuys Elementary will be hosting its 5th Annual Pie Night next Wednesday, December 5, beginning at 6:30 PM.  We will be selling slices of Marie Callender’s Boston Cream, apple, peach, and chocolate silk pie for $3 each.  All of the profits will be used to buy more computers for our computer lab.  Additionally, the band Sing Sting (led by our very own fifth grade teacher, Mr. Bob) will be performing, and we will have a stage set up for dancing.  This is a great opportunity to have a great time with your family and the rest of the Van Nuys Elementary families, and to support our school!  We hope to see you there!  
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Book Fair


Scholastic Books will be on campus on Thursday and Friday of next week.  Our class will visit the “book store” on Thursday morning.  Books range from $2 to $15, so be sure and send your child with money that day if you would like them to be able to purchase a book or books!  In addition, Scholastic will donate 1 book to our classroom library for every $30 our class spends on books.  
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Holiday Flutaphone Concert


We have all been working very hard for months getting ready for our Flutaphone Concert, which will take place Thursday, December 13, in the school cafeteria at 7:00.  All students who will be performing are being asked to arrive promptly by 6:30pm.  Please make sure your student comes wearing black pants or a black skirt and a white shirt.  This promises to be a fun evening!  The students will be performing holiday favorites from their repertoire, including “Let it Snow,” “Dreidel, Dreidel,” and “Jingle Bells.”  During a brief intermission, we will be selling punch and baked goods for $.50 each.  If you would like to bring something for the bake sale, please give me a call at (818) 555-5555 by Wednesday, December 12.
Holiday Craft Fair


This year, for the first time ever, our school will be hosting a craft fair for students.  It will at 3:00 PM on Friday, December 7, and will take place in the auditorium.  Each Van Nuys Elementary teacher will set up a table with supplies for students to make a different holiday gift.  For example, at my table, students will have the opportunity to make a paperweight, and at Ms. Greenan’s table, students will be able to make a picture frame.  Students will have to pay $3 for each craft they make.  The fair will end at 6:00p that evening.  


Language Arts

Next week, we will begin a literature focus unit on the book Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs.  This is a fun story about a town called Chewandswallow whose weather comes down as food.  In conjunction with this unit, we will be writing fantasy short stories about what would happen in Van Nuys, if our weather started coming down as food.  
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Math

We will be continuing our study of multiplication.  We are trying to have all of our multiplication facts for numbers 1-12 memorized before we leave for winter break.  However, most of our students still have not memorized any facts beyond the number 3.  If you would like to know where your child is at with regards to memorizing his or her multiplication facts, please call me at (818) 555-5555, or stop by the classroom after school, to take a look at our multiplication chart.  Please encourage your child to finish learning the multiplication facts.(  

