Hey!  Give yourself a pat on the back!  Here’s all we’ve accomplished so far this year.

Join us for the next action!!!  

Quad-Cities National Organization for Women (IA0150 & IL0315) and the
Women’s Issues Forum of Progressive Action for the Common Good
2006 Activities

January 2006
- QCNOW/PACG-WIF opposes Alito’s Jundicial nomination. Alito’s judicial philosophy would turn back women’s rights and reverse our progress toward equality.
- An apparent bias against wives in Divorce settlements in both Illinois and Iowa Courts have been conveyed by several local women.  A ‘court watch’ group was initiated to focus on domestic abuse cases but thought it could be expanded to include divorce cases as well. We also thought that having impartial judiciary background information would be helpful to the group in order to aid election time decisions.  
- Resolutions were presented at January 16 Iowa Caucuses including:  - Making ‘Pharmacist Refusal to Fill Prescriptions’ Illegal in Iowa.- Support of an individual’s right to choose for themselves.- Increase state support of clinics and shelters.- Many others in conjunction with the PACG Forums.  Several QCNOW/PACG Women’s Issues Forum ‘friendly’ delegates offered to help in developing party platforms.
February 2006
- Several members attended the VDAY production at Augustana College, February 16th & 18th and attended the volunteer training program for domestic violence counseling at Family Resources, Inc.
-  PACG and QCAD organized the ‘Safe Schools’ event with James Howe, author of the ‘Misfits’ and ‘Totally Joe.’  Plans are underway to do a Youth Conference in the future.
March 2006
- Women in History Month  QC NOW / PACG-WIF honors the live accomplishments of Betty Friedan, who died on February 5, 2006 at age 85.  Betty Friedan was a feminist activist, author and in 1966, Ms. Friedan helped found the National Organization for Women and was NOW’s first president.  During our monthly meeting, Tuesday, March 14, we celebrated Women’s Herstory Month by going around the room and reading short excerpts about “Notable” women that members brought in to share.

April 2006

- Take My Hand –An Unintended Pregnancy Prevention Project planning meeting, Sponsored by QCNOW & PACG Women’s Issues Forum.  Saturday, April 15, 10am – 12noon, Bettendorf Library.  A committee met to begin planning a conference to address reproductive health and STD prevention initiatives with a focus on adolescents and their parents. A guideline was drawn up by Pat Baxter-Rebal.  Involvement of schools, churches, youth groups, social organizations and health care professionals are anticipated and will be encouraged. 
- Working Families Win leadership planning meeting, Saturday, April 15, 10am – 12noon, at the office of Communities United to Strengthen America, 2850 Eastern Ave, Suite 200 (Annie Wittenmeyer)
- Wal-Mart demonstration, Saturday, April 15, 12:30pm, corner of Elmore & 53rd Ave, Davenport
- Honor the Women in Your Life, members attended a breakfast event to benefit the Quad Cities Rape/Sexual Assault Counseling & Advocacy Program of Family Resources, Inc., Friday, April 21, 7am – 9am, Quad-Cities Botanical Center, Rock Island

- “Show Me The Money” Paycheck Negotiation Workshop, co-sponsored by QCNOW & PACG Women’s Issues Forum among others.  Saturday, April 22, 8:30am – 11:30am, United Way of the Quad Cities Area, 3247 East 35th Street Court, Davenport 

- Venus Envy Quad Cities, members attended a celebration of female creativity, empowering women through the arts of music, dance, theatre, visual arts, multimedia installations, written and spoken word.  Saturday, April 29, 7pm Bucktown Center for the Arts, 225 East 2nd Street, Davenport

May 2006

- QCNOW & PACG –WIF had an informational table at the Take Back the Night domestic violence awareness raising & survivor celebration, Sponsored by Family Resources, Inc., Friday, May 5, 5pm, District of Rock Island.
- The QCNOW 35th Anniversary Party was a big success!!!  The celebration on Tuesday, May 9th at Mother Jones’ Café was really fun. We all enjoyed a lot of great food and had a drawing for party gifts.  The best part of the evening was hearing the stories of some of the veteran members and looking at all the memorabilia they brought. We all gathered for a group picture before cutting the cake.  Thank you all for coming and making our celebration a success. We have the potential to keep the momentum of good citizenship going for another 35 years.
-  Progressive Action for the Common Good 1st Birthday Bash, Friday, May 12, held at Palmer College, Davenport.  
June 2006
- NOW denounces Bush’s Discriminatory Marriage Amendment

- NOW applauds FDA approving the first vaccine for cervical cancer

- Take Action: It’s time to Raise the Minimum wage

- NOW’s Women Friendly Workplace campaign encourages activists to continue grassroots efforts pressuring Wal-Mart to improve benefits and opportunities for women workers.

- PACG Civil Right’s Forum Thursday, June 15, 7pm

- PACG & Unitarian Church Social Justice Committee Movie Night, Friday, June 16, 6:30pm.  Movie: “A Day Without a Mexican”

July 2006

- PACG including the Women’s Issues Forum and QCNOW marched in the Bettendorf 4th of July Parade.
- “WE WIL” Women Empowering Women in Leadership.  We participated in this event initiated by Elesha Gayman, a young candidate for Iowa House of Representatives to attract new women in leadership and pay tribute to women leaders in the community.  ‘I DID’ awards were presented to notable leaders in Iowa including PACG’s President, Cathy Bolkcom.  Saturday, July 22.
August 2006

- Wal-Mart demonstration, The National Wake-up Wal-Mart campaign on it’s national movement across the country to fight for good paying jobs, more affordable health care and a better life for all hard-working families stopped in Davenport, Iowa.  We were there to welcome the Wake-up Wal-Mart campaign and their 45-foot long tour bus nicknamed “Smiley” at 6:00pm, August 16, United Neighbors, 808 N. Harrison St, Davenport.  Gubernatorial candidate Chet Culver was also there to address the issues that affect hard working Americans. 

- The PACG & Unitarian Church Social Justice Committee, had two more movies, Thursday, August 10, “The Great Warming” 7pm.  Friday, August 18, “The Revolution will not be Televised”, 6:30pm

- Working Families Win, We hosted a house party on Tuesday, August 22 at the Butterworth Center, 6:30pm. Iowa Senator Joe Bolkcom with Working Families Win started the dialog regarding the importance of electing progressive candidates who will represent working families not big corporate interests. 

– Iraq War Forum, Saturday, August 26, 8:30am (registration) – 12noon. Scott Community College, Kahl Education Center, Top Floor, 3rd & Ripley St, Davenport.

September 2006

- NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet,  The Dinner banquet was held on Saturday, September 16, at the Isle of Capri Convention Center, Bettendorf, IA.  Glenda Pettigrew represented QCNOW and PACG Women’s Issues Forum and handed out material at our booth.  The theme of the event was “Voting Our Values, Valuing Our Vote” with keynote speaker Rev. Gill Ford.  Thanks Glenda.

- Get Out the Vote! –Thank you Peggy DiBari, Shirley Johnson, Glenda Pettigrew and Carol Brown who volunteered at the GOTV tables at the YWCA in Rock Island and the Davenport YMCA downtown, both on Wednesday, September 27.  We successfully got a few folks to register to vote, fill out absentee ballot request forms and educated them on the importance of voting for Progressive candidates who share our values.  Thanks again to the volunteers
- We changed our web service QCNOW@aol.com moved to QCNOW@mchsi.com  
- Iowa National Organization for Women, (Iowa NOW)  held its annual meeting and election of officers on Saturday, September 30, 2006, 10:00 am, room #226 at the Meskwaki Hotel and Casino, Highway 30, west of Tama/Toledo.  
October 2006

- Love Your Body Day celebration Love Your Body Day is celebrated by the National Organization For Women every year in October, so our October meeting night was spent learning how to belly dance.  Jackie Gonzalaz from The Ancient Rhythms Dance Ensemble instructed the group in Near Eastern Dance (Belly Dance).  This was a great way to celebrate Love Your Body Day!  

- Breast Cancer Awareness Month QCNOW and the Women’s Issues Forum of PACG would like to help you remember to do your Breast Self Exam (BSE) every month.  Our group meets the second Tuesday of each month.  Use this date every month as a reminder to do your BSE.   Also, October, Breast Cancer Awareness Month as well as NOW’s Love Your Body Day celebration, could be your yearly reminder to schedule your mammogram.  These simple tasks could mean the difference between life and death; Love Your Body and take them seriously.

- PACG Fall Summit Banquet, Sunday, October 22, 2006.  Rogalski Center Ballroom, St. Ambrose University, Davenport, IA, 5pm gathering – 6pm Dinner.  A nationally known progressive speaker Larry Greenfield, PhD gave the keynote address- Politics and Cynicism:  Can a Progressive Have a Hope?  Dinner ticket $15, Student ticket $10.   

November 2006
- Mid-term Elections, Tuesday, November 7 – Our Get Out the Vote efforts were quite satisfying.  A clear message was sent to the current administration that America wants a change in direction.  We spoke from a message of hope; not of fear and it must have really resonated with the voting public throughout the country.
- Hands Across the Table Potluck Dinner for Racial Healing, Saturday, November 11, 5pm, Second Baptist Church, 919 6th Avenue, Rock Island 61201.  Quad City neighbors from every racial, religious and ethnic group joined together for the sole purpose of sharing a meal and conversation with friends not yet met.  The event was free and everyone brought a dish to share.
December 2006

- PACG Holiday Party, Tuesday, December 5 – 6:30pm Davenport Unitarian Church, 3707 Eastern Ave., Davenport

Carol Brown, David Stewart, Peggy DiBari

QC NOW and PACG Women’s Issues Forum
Check out our websites at www.geocities.com/qcnow and
http://www.qcprogressiveaction.org/ (Women's Issues)
National Organization for Women www.now.org
