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April is... National  Autism  Awareness Month
“Celebrate the Victories and

Be a Part of our Future”


What is PDD/Autism?
Pervasive Developmental Disorder (PDD) / Autism is a severe, lifelong, developmental disability, and is a neurological, not a mental disorder.  
PDD/Autism occurs in approximately one in every 135 Children. Population growth rates from 1994-1999 in California were:
http://www.dds.cahwnet.gov/
Autism 110.4%
Mental Retardation 17.5%
Epilepsy 12.6%
Cerebral Palsy 12.4%

PDD/Autism is the 3rd most common developmental disability, more common than Down’s Syndrome.

PDD/Autism is a social, sensory, and communication disorder.  People with PDD/Autism may so relate differently to people around them because they have difficulty with social cues.

Some individuals with PDD/Autism may have difficulty communicating.  In fact, some people with PDD/Autism cannot speak, so they may learn to use computers or a board with pictures on it to tell people what they want or how they feel.

There is NO known single cause for PDD/Autism, and there is NO known single cure. There are very promising Biological and Educational treatments.

A quality, individualized educational program is a critical part of  treatment for an individual with PDD/Autism, and can significantly improve the outcome of the individual.
While we can’t cure PDD/Autism totally yet, we can help those who have it, as well as their families, in learning how they can live a fulfilling and productive life.

What Does PDD/Autism Look Like?
Behavioral
_
May display extreme distress or frustration for no apparent reason.

_
May show no real fear of dangers, and may appear insensitive to pain.

_
May have little or no eye contact.

_
May be over-stimulated by or sensitive to touch, sound, or bright lights.

_
May exhibit repetitive behaviors; hand flapping, finger flicking, or body rocking.

Communication
_
May be non-verbal or have very limited verbal abilities.

_
May not respond to verbal cues.

_
May repeat words or phrases in place of normal communications.

_
May have difficulty expressing needs; uses gestures or points.

Helpful Hints for Interactions with Individuals with PDD/Autism...
_
Use simple language; speak slowly and clearly.

_
Use concrete terms and ideas.

_
Repeat simple questions; allowing time (10-15 seconds) for a response.

_
Proceed slowly and give praise and encouragement.

_
Do not attempt to physically stop repetitive behavior.

_
PLEASE contact a responsible person who is familiar with the individual, or with PDD/Autism.

For more information, contact:

ASCC

Autism Society of Collin County

P.O. Box 261209

Plano, TX  75026-1209

214/925-2722 · 972/379-3787(Fax)

http://www.autism-ascc.org
ASCC is an active group of parents, teachers and professionals, promoting life long access and opportunity for individuals with PDD/Autism.  General Meetings are held monthly at 7:00 p.m. on the 1st Tuesday at St. Andrew United Methodist Church, 1401 Mira Vista, Plano, TX  75093  (Mapsco 655Z)  

Parent Group Meeting:

3rd Tuesday Every month, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Martinez Café (NW Corner of Coit and Park)

For more information see:

http://www.autism.org/links.html
