Welcome to Ms. Vo’s AP Chemistry Class

Dear students and parents,
I am glad you have chosen to enroll in AP Chemistry. As you probably have heard, this is an advanced placement course designed to prepare the student for the AP Chemistry exam. The course covers the equivalence of one full year of college level General Chemistry, comparable to a first year course at a college or university. The course is a rigorous math-based course, with a strong laboratory component. It is intended for students who have demonstrated a willingness to commit considerable time to studying and completing assignments outside of class, and who have successfully completed a prior course in chemistry with a B or better and already passed Algebra II with a C or better during high school. 
Due to the nature of the highly regarded AP Chemistry exam, the summer package is intended to help you become more familiarized with the essentials in chemistry that you have been introduced in the first year of high school chemistry. These concepts are important and will enable you to be successful in August when the full course of AP Chemistry is targeted. The exercises are for you to practice learned concepts and the practice tests will prepare you to pass the diagnostic test given on the first day of school in August. The notes for these review materials are included in the package. The disk has separate folders for “Notes”, “References”, “Exercises”, “Practice tests” and essential PPT presentations. Please follow the guideline for completing the required work that must be submitted on the first day of school. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me before school ends in room 415. During the summer, you may contact me at pvo369@sbcglobal.net or (949) 559-9050 should you need any further information or assistance with the required work.

I also have a website with extensive resources for my students. Generally, materials that I have created for this course are also available at the website, as well as extensive resources for reviewing and practicing the material. Students who do not have Internet access at home may gain Internet access through public library. The address for my website is: www.geocities.com/pvo369/APchemistry.html. 
I look forward to having you in my class and am very excited about having wonderfully motivated students in the year 2008-2009. Don’t forget to take some time to have fun in the summer. 

Have a great summer and I’ll see you in August.

Ms.Vo

AP Chemistry Summer Package Guide

A CD containing textbook (Chemistry The Central Science, by Brown LeMay the 8th edition) and the references, worksheets, exercises and guides can be obtained from Ms. Vo in Rm 415 prior to the summer recess.
Task One: 

1. Reinforcement One – Read PPT on Introduction to AP Chem (notes on disk). Read  Notes on chapter 2 in the disk by Brown LeMay the 8th edition on Atoms, Molecules and Ions

I. Emphases:
a. review mathematical skills in chemistry (dimensional analysis, scientific notation,   metric system and conversion, accuracy and precision

b. nomenclature (naming): know all listed ions, know how to name a molecule or

compound from a formula, and know how to write a molecule or compounds from

a name

c. Memorize the polyatomic ions. Make flash cards on these using the link provided on my website.

II. Questions: (These will be collected the first day)
a. Exercises #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6 in the disk 

b. Multiple practice test: in the resource disk

III References (in the disk):

a. References #1, #2

Assessments:

I. Turn in your work (II ) on the first day of the fall semester

II. Comprehensive Multiple Choice Diagnostic Test on the first day of the fall

III. Test One (chapters 1&2) at the end of the first week in the fall semester

2. Reinforcement Two – Review and read chapter 3 in by Brown LeMay the 8th edition on Mass Relationships in Chemical Reactions

I. Emphases:

a. computation based on a reaction or a series reaction using mole ratios

b. find empirical formula of an organic compound through combustion analysis

c. on writing a reaction equation based the given verbal scenario and balance the

equation

II. Questions: (These will be collected the first day)
a. Exercises #7, #8, #9    

b. Multiple practice test: in the resource disk 

III References (in the disk):

a. References #3: notes on “the Mole”
Assessments:

I. Turn in your work on the first day of the fall semester

II. Comprehensive Multiple Choice Diagnostic Test on the first day of the fall

III. Test Two (chapter 3) at the end of the second week in the fall semester

3. Reinforcement Three –Read chapter 4 in by Brown LeMay the 8th edition on Reactions in Aqueous Solution &  Power Point presentation (disk) on Aqueous Solutions
I. Emphases:

a. on typing electrolytes: memorize all strong acids and bases, and some

representative weak acids and bases

b. memorize solubility rules and be able to predict precipitation reactions
c. computations on solutions: concentration, stoichiometry and chemical analyses

d. REDOX reaction: write and balance net ionic equations

e. Titrations: acid & base, and REDOX types

II. Questions: (These will be collected the first day)

a. Exercises #10, #11

b. Chapter 4 Practice Test (on disk) 

III. References (in the disk):

a. References  #4, #5, #6, #7

Assessments:

I. Turn in your work on the first day of the fall semester

II. Comprehensive Multiple Choice Diagnostic Test on the first day of the fall

III. Test Three at the end of the first month in the fall semester

Task Two: Practice Tests
1. Complete all the questions in the practice test (on the CD) and National Chem Olympia– you need really to zero in on both accuracy and speed (I believe all of you have gotten over with the proficiency part. If not so, you should work very diligently to resolve it).

Assessments:

I. Turn in your work which include the practice test (on the CD) and National Chem Olympia on the first day of the fall semester.

II. The Multiple Choice Diagnostic Test (first day in the Fall Semester) and the specific tests on the assigned chapters (see above) will be given once every week.

