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Course Objectives

Biology means the study of life. Students will study what living organisms are, and the organisms’ similarities and differences. Students will investigate how all living organisms interact with each other and their environment. Students will also learn how scientists work, the scientific method, so that they could look at a problem objectively, and make intelligent decisions concerning biological issues.

Units Of Study

	1. Biochemistry

2. Cellular Biology

3. Cellular Division
	4. Genetics (hereditary)

5. Genetics (DNA)

6. Evolution Theory


Materials (REQUIRED DAILY)

1. Three ring binder with a separate section for biology and loose leaf paper
2. Lab Notebook, bound
3. Black or blue Pen and pencil, highlighter or colored pencils
CLASS POLICY:
I. Homework

1. Homework will be assigned nearly every night, including weekends.  It is not busy work, and is essential to achieve the proper understanding in the course.
2. Homework can be used as reference on daily/weekly quizzes. It is important to have the homework done daily so you can do quizzes regularly with as little difficulty as possible.

II. Quiz

1. Nearly every week there will be a quiz, announced in advance.  
2. Homework assignments may be used for reference during MOST quizzes. 
3. Make-up quizzes MUST be taken on the day of the return before your period unless prior arrangement is made.  
III. Sponge Activity

1. During the beginning few minutes of each class, students will be assigned warm-up problems, quick-write prompt, or a short worksheet.  
2. Students will be required to record these exercises in the back of the lab note book. The notebook will be collected and graded periodically for both labs and sponges.
3. The first five students who come up with the correct answer will be awarded an extra point 
IV. Labs and Write-ups
1. Lab write-ups will be due as announced. 
2. Write-ups must be written in the lab notebook.  
3. Write-ups turned in without actually performing the lab will receive maximum of 60% credit.
4. If absent for a lab, that lab will only be available for make-up the day after only. 
5. Inappropriate behavior during labs will result in no credit for that lab and loss of lab privileges.

V. Exams
1. Exams will be given upon completion of a unit.
2. Make-up exams MUST be taken on the day of the return.  
3. Being absent the day before the exam will NOT excuse you from the exam

VI. Projects
1. There will be group projects that are required for each semester. 
2. Projects that are turned late will be deducted in points 10% per everyday that was past due. No project will be allowed after the unit is completed.

VII. Class Participation
1. There will be a pool of class participation points worth approximately 10% of the total semester grade.  Points will be deducted for any of the following:

	              a. Failing to stay on task or any class disruptions.  
              b. All hall pass usage after the allowed three usages
              c. Failing to bring materials (calculator, notebook, etc.)
              d. Tardies (excessive excused tardies also)
              e. Incompletion of assignments
              f. Neglecting clean-up after lab / improper lab behavior
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2. If all points in the class participation point pool are depleted then points will be deducted from the last homework points.
3. Students who deplete all of the class participation points will automatically receive a U grade in citizenship and/or work habit.

	VIII. Grade Determination 
 
Sponge work                   10%
Exams and Quiz              40 %  
Class Participation          10%
Labs                                30%   
Projects                           10%
	Grade Scale:

90.00% and above = A
80.00% - 89.99%   = B
67.00% - 79.99%   = C
55.00% - 66.99%   = D
Below 55%            = F


CLASSROOM RULES, EXPECTATIONS AND PROCEDURES

Class Rules:
1. Be Prompt: When the bell rings, be in assigned seat ready to learn. Wait to be dismissed by the teacher. The bell does not end a class.
2. Be Prepared: Bring binder, completed homework, and materials to class.
3. Be Polite: Respect teachers, classmates and classroom environment, including raising your hand to ask questions or to reply to one. Refrain from chewing gum, putting on make-up, eating or drinking in class.

Expectation:

1.Treat all others in this classroom with respect. 

2. No food or drinks in the class.
3. Students must be in their assigned seats when the bell rings.
4. The bell does not excuse the students.  The instructor does.
 
Procedures:

1. Enter the class quietly and sit in assigned seat.
2. Do sponge activity and quietly copy down the topics to be covered for the day. Stay seated throughout class, especially while the teacher is taking roll. 
3. Quietly review the lesson from the previous day, complete warm-ups or look over the day's lesson posted on the board, while roll is taken.
4. Listen carefully to instructions or information.
5. Work quietly in your assigned seat. While engaging in-group work, you must cooperate with other students and participate.
6. If you finish class assignments early, you are to continue to enrich your science education by reading current events, reviewing for the next quiz.
7. Maintain a clean classroom; do not write on desk, or throw garbage on the floor. If the area around you is messy, you will be responsible for cleaning it up. 
8. When you are absent, check with teacher or another classmate to find out what you missed. It is a good idea to secure phone number from at least two people in class to stay current with assignment when you are absent.
9. Cheating on any quiz or test will result in a zero for that assignment.
10. Continue with appropriate behavior and follow all class rules and expectation when there is a substitute.

In addition, students are expected to abide by the rules as outlined in their student handbooks.  Violations of these rules will be treated in accordance with the policies set forth by the administration of Century H.S.  Classroom disturbances will be dealt with according to the following progressive discipline measures:

	1. Verbal warning
2. Parental contact
3. Class detention
4. Referral to Assistant Principal
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If you have any questions, concerns and/or comments, please feel free to contact me at school (714) 568-7000 or via e-mail at pvo@sausd.k12.ca.us.I know we can work together to make this a successful and enjoyable year.   Thank you  

Cut***********************************************************************************************


I have reviewed the Ms. Vo's Biology class requirements and procedures with my parents.

Student's name (Print)_____________________________________________________ Period_____________
Signature of student_____________________________________________________       Date______________
Signature of parent ______________________________________________________Date____________

Students +Parents + School = Success








