IPE 381: Paper #1  Advising Victamiza

Theories of revolution provide lenses for viewing historical events as well as potentially suggesting action in current events.  This paper is intended to take much of what we have learned from past revolutions and theories created to explain them and apply this knowledge to a specific situation.

Situation:  The year is 1983.  In the small South American country of Victamiza a sham democracy has existed since Oreala Ortez took power in a “soft coup” in 1973.  The fledgling democracy was granted independence following the Second World War and had been plagued by corruption, thus Ortez overthrew the existing government, promising reforms.  After he created a new constitution, it was clear that he manipulated ballot boxes to win popular approval.  He has since won two elections where violence, intimidation, and outright fraud were rampant.  The U.S. has supported Ortez, primarily with military aid, as a source of stability in the region.  Victamiza is important geo-strategically for the U.S. as it has served as the only base for U.S. troops in the region.  Since the Cuban revolution (1959) there has been a Marxist guerrilla group that operates in an isolated region and has periodically engaged in attacks on the government.  Recently the attacks have increased and the Ortez government has increased counter-insurgency efforts.  Many civilians have been caught in the struggle between these two groups.  As part of this counter-insurgency effort, many pro-democracy advocates have also been “disappeared” – taken from their homes at night and killed by either the military or paramilitary forces armed and supported by the military. Protests have grown in the capital city of Pampalo with thousands of workers striking and pro-democracy demonstrators.  The leader of a coalition of pro-democracy groups, Regina Alfonso (wife of a prominent pro-democracy leader that disappeared in 1980), has called for national elections to be held with international observers and the possibility of opposition parties to participate.  The Arch-Bishop of the predominantly Catholic nation has supported Alfonso’s efforts.

Directions:  Write a 5-6-page paper (typed, double-spaced) on ONE of the following two options.  A good paper will include references to both previous revolutions and to theoretical work on revolutions (no outside material is needed).  Papers are due in class on Tuesday, September 28.  Late papers will be penalized five percentage points per day.

Option #1: You are a United States State Department official.  The Reagan administration (your boss) has the following goals: 1. Fight communism; 2. Maintain U.S. allies; 3. Encourage democracy and freedom.  You are tasked with drafting a paper advising the Ortez regime on specific steps that they should take to meet your goals.

Option #2: You are a member of the Politburo, the decision-making body of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.  Your party boss has given you the following goals: 1. Spread communism through revolution; 2. Avoid war with any other country.  You are tasked with drafting a paper advising dissident groups in Victamiza.  You must specify which groups you will direct your advice to, why, and what advice you will give them.

Format: Include a separate title page with a descriptive title for the paper, your name, the date, the course number, and my name (this does not count as one of the 5-6 pages).  Papers should be 5-6 pages long, typed, double-spaced, have a one-inch margin (on sides, top and bottom), and be either 11 or 12 point readable font (this assignment sheet has a one-inch margin and is 12-point font).  Please number your pages and proofread your essay carefully!  Make sure to cite quotations and references from work that is not your own (e.g. (Goldstone 15).).

