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	Courtenay Scott's last-minute guilty plea evokes a strong reaction.

Scott was charged with the reckless homicide of a two-year-old girl in her care, but struck a deal that would mean no jail time for Scott if the judge accepts it.

Today, the agreement leaves friends of the victim's family and many of our viewers wondering how this happened.

Today the case's special prosecutor, Stan Levco, gave some answers.

Levco felt there was a good chance Scott would get off without punishment if the case went to trial.

It seems impossible when you hear about the case. Alexis Williams died when Scott allegedly put her foot cast on the two-year-old girl to quiet her for her nap.

But the prosecutor says a conviction would be hard to get because a lot of evidence would not be allowed in court.

Witnesses say Scott pinned down a boy so he would take a nap in 1996.  And in 2002, she reportedly put her feet on the victim Alexis Williams and another child around the time of the girl's death, but none of that evidence would be allowed.

And the judge had not ruled on whether the jury could hear about the cast on Scott's foot.

The prosecutor says there are benefits to the agreement.  Scott admits her guilt, has a criminal record, and will not be allowed to care for children.  If a jury did find her guilty, she could been sentenced to two to eight years in prison.

Levco says he did clear the plea agreement with the victim's family and police before offering it.

The victim's family and Scott's lawyer were both unavailable for comment today.

Scott's sentencing hearing is set for February 19th, where the judge will decide whether or not to accept the plea agreement.
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	A former daycare provider prepares to stand trial for the death of a Terre Haute toddler.

But does she have a history of recklessness with children? 

Courtenay Scott has been charged with reckless homicide in the death of  2-year-old Alexis Williams.

Scott's trial doesn't begin for a couple of months, but on Thursday, a judge listened to evidence arguments on both sides of the case. 

It's evidence that could eventually sway Scott's fate.

The prosecution is arguing to allow evidence that could show Scott has a past that involves hurting children.

The defense is arguing that this evidence is not relevant inside the courtroom.

Courtenay Scott has nothing to say about soon standing trial for reckless homicide, but her attorney, Bill Smock, talked for Scott instead.

"She feels that she did nothing wrong, but obviously is scared and upset that she's being accused of a crime."

Scott is accused of placing her leg on Williams during naptime.

The prosecution says Scott had a cast on that leg when she allegedly put pressure on the toddler.

Alexis's father, John Williams, explains.

"The death certificate does say compression asphyxia which means something was forcing her down and Courtenay was the only person over top of the child at that time."

Attorneys argued over evidence involving Scott's past with other children and whether it should be allowed in court.

So what is that evidence?

Back in 1996, witnesses at a Terre Haute daycare claim Scott pinned a child to the floor until he went down for a nap.

It's evidence Smock wants blocked. 

But the state says it's evidence to connect past problems to Williams' death in 2002.

"I think that they're the ones who obviously think they have a weak case. If not, why are they concerned with what she did in the past?"

But Smock says what was done in the past should be left in the past and out of the courtroom.

"What the state's really trying to do is introduce evidence of prior bad acts to get the jury to draw the inference that the defendant is of bad character. First of all, we don't think she did anything improper in 1996 or 2002."

It's a jury that will ultimately decide whether Scott did anything improper.

Scott's trial is set to start January 26th in Noblesville, Indiana.

As for whether the evidence argued over Thursday morning will be included in that trial, Vigo County judge Barbara Brugnaux says she'll make that decision by December.
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	A former Terre Haute daycare provider's trial will not happen in Vigo County.

Courtenay Scott is accused of placing her legs on 2 year old Alexis Williams..resulting in her death a little more than a year ago. 

Scott was arraigned last month and is awaiting a trial date.
Scott's attorney, Bill Smock, believes she "can not" receive a fair trial in Terre Haute.
On Thursday, after listening to arguments on why the case should be moved, the judge granted a change of venue to Hamilton County.
Hamilton County must agree to the move before it's a done deal.
A date has not been set.
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	Nearly a year after a two-year old girl's death, her daycare provider is charged with reckless homicide.

Alexis Williams died last May while in the care of Terre Haute daycare provider Courtenay Scott.

Scott allegedly put her legs on top of Alexis after the girl wouldn't go down for a nap. 

A grand jury heard evidence in the case this week. 

On Thursday, they decided Scott should face criminal charges.

Up until this point in the Alexis Williams case, daycare provider Courtenay Scott has been unreachable for comment.

But after Scott was formally charged in Williams' death, Scott's defense attorney decided to break the silence.

It's already on record that Williams died from homicide. 

But defense attorney William Smock says proving that her death was caused by Scott, is another story.

"They have the burden of proof. They're gonna have to prove this case to the satisfaction of the jury beyond a reasonable doubt and in this go around, the defense attorney will be able to confront all the witnesses and be able to cross examine them. That's never been available to the defense at this point."

Up until this point the prosecutor is the only one the has been able to present evidence in court. 

When the defense does get there time in the courtroom, they plan to present evidence of their own. 

"I'll just tell you, we have one of the leading experts in the United States that will say this child died of natural causes." 

Smock believes public opinion may be getting confused with the actual evidence in the Williams case. 

He says it's because of numerous letters to the editor accusing Courtenay Scott.

" That's what courtrooms are for, both sides get and opportunity to present their case. She's never had an opportunity. There's just been letters to the editor and leaks to the press. Their version of what happened."

But, there has been an opportunity for Scott to comment on the case.

Last month, Action 10 News went knocking on Scott's door.

Scott was unavailable for comment. 

Something that Smock says shouldn't be an issue. 

"How do you prove an untruth. Sometimes that's difficult and sometimes the best method is just bide your time and wait for the appropriate forum, which is in the courtroom."

Right now Courtenay Scott is free on bond.

Scott is scheduled to be in court for formal charges next Thursday.
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	On Thursday, a local daycare provider was charged with reckless homicide for the death of a 2 year old Terre Haute girl.

Alexis Williams died last May while in the care of Terre Haute daycare provider Courtenay Scott.

Scott allegedly put her legs on top of Alexis after the girl wouldn't go down for a nap. 

A grand jury heard evidence in the case this week and they decided Scott should face criminal charges.

The next step in this case is preparing for the trial.

So what can we expect on the stand? 

The Alexis Williams trial is sure to be a heated one.

The prosecution will argue that Williams died at the hand of her daycare provider. 

Meanwhile, the defense will argue that Williams died of natural causes.

But how will this play out in the courtroom?

Here's what defense attorney, William Smock, had to say.

"I'll just tell you, we have one of the leading experts in the United States that will say this child died of natural causes. 

So Action 10 News wanted to find out who this leading expert is and here's what we discovered.

That leading expert is Dr. Cyril Wecht.

Wecht is one of the world's top experts in forensic pathology.

He's been involved in the O.J. Simpson trial, the Jon Benet Ramsey case and the death investigation of intern Chandra Levy.

But, the prosecution doesn't seem to be backing down. 

Thursday evening Action 10 News talked with John Williams, the father of the two year old Alexis Williams.

We wanted to see how he feels about the defense having such a high profile forensic expert on their side. 

Williams says they're relying on Dr. Roland Kohr to refute what Wecht has to say in the courtroom.

Dr. Kohr is one of the key players for the prosecution 

Kohr spent nearly 10 months determining that there is a medical basis to change Alexis Williams' cause of death to homicide. 

That change eventually led to getting a grand jury together to review evidence in the Williams case.

In the meantime, the defense has already said that daycare provider, Courtenay Scott, will not be able to get a fair trial in Vigo County.

The defense will try to get the trial to take place somewhere else.

whether the trial will get moved, that's still up in the air.

Scott is scheduled to be in court for formal charges next Thursday.
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	Alexis Williams has made many friends she will never know.

Her death has provoked public pressure on a prosecutor some say didn't do enough for justice.

"It was very devastating to watch the family go through what they went through, and very motivating for me to see that something would be done," says Williams family friend Marianne Bayless.

Bayless has devoted the last nine months to keeping Alexis' memory alive.

She wouldn't take no for an answer when Vigo County prosecutor Bob Wright closed Alexis' case.

Bayless rallied, making sure letters to the editor flooded Terre Haute's newspaper.

She also organized demonstrations like one in front of the Vigo County courthouse last month to let the prosecutor and the public know this case was far from finished.

"We didn't want to exploit this case," Bayless says.

"You know, we didn't want to have to show Alexis' picture and talk about this publicly. It's 

been a very private thing for the Williams family. But we were pretty much forced into it by the prosecutor's office."

Bayless says the prosecutor's decision to forward this case comes nine months too late; that he's only doing now what he should have done after Alexis died.

"I don't think if we had made such a noise that this would have happened nine months later," Bayless says.

"It wouldn't have happened at all."

Bayless is skeptical about whether this latest development will bring her group closer to getting what they want...which is criminal charges against Alexis' daycare provider, Courtenay Scott. 

Bayless has already started planning how to take her campaign to Vanderburgh County.

Although he wasn't willing to go on camera, we did talk with Alexis' father, John Williams. 

Williams tells Action 10 he only found out about the prosecutor's decision after a friend told him about is late Friday afternoon.

He credits public pressure in part for the decision to re-open his daughter's case.
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	   The Vigo County Prosecutor changes course and hands over a controversial case to another prosecutor.

   You may rememeber May of 2002 when John Williams dropped his daughter off at Courtenay's Kids Corner in Terre Haute. Daycare provider Courtenay Scott later called Williams, telling him his daughter Alexis had stopped breathing. The two year old girl died that day while under the care of Scott.

   At the time, charges were not filed. Prosecutor Bob Wright said there was a lack of evidence to convict Scott, even though on at least one occasion, Scott told police she put her legs on top of Alexis to keep her down for a nap.

   The Williams family and many others in the community have been pushing for a closer look at this case. Now they have their chance.

   Almost a year later, one of three doctors, who could not determine exactly why Alexis Williams died, has changed his mind. He says Alexis WAS suffocated, and Prosecutor Bob Wright says he's washing his hands of this case and turning it over to someone else.

   Rumors have swirled Wright had reasons to hold back. Rumors that he may have been friends with the daycare provider's father. Rumors that they were golfing buddies. Rumors that the man's company, the Sycamore Agency, gave money to Wright's political campaign.

   Bob Wright says those rumors are false.

"The Sycamore Agency has played, has had a team before in that golf outing, but Courtenay's father was never on that team. I've never played golf with him. I don't even know if he plays golf."

   But now, despite all the allegations, one thing is for certain. Bob Wright won't be handling this case. It's up to the prosecutor from Evansville. Wright will only give one reason why.

"Right or wrong, I did not think that the parents could ever have closure if the decison was left up to me..." 

   The Vanderburgh County Prosecutor, Stanley Levko, will now examine evidence in the case. He can make the decision to either press charges, or let Bob Wright's decision stand. If there is a trial it would be here in Vigo County.
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	Within the past year, two Wabash Valley children have died in daycare. A new city ordinace may prevent that from happening again. Dozens of daycare providers turned out Wednesday night at City Hall to discuss a proposed ordinance for new daycare regulations. This coming on the heels of the death of Alexis Williams in May of 2002, and after the death of Zoe Berg at Springhill Daycare Center in January.

Alexis Williams' father, John, hopes that the new regulations make a difference. Sponsor of the ordinance Norm Loudermilk knows that an ordinance cannot prevent any death. 

Loudermilk would like to see this ordinance require all childcare providers to go through an application process and obtain a permit, get background checks on all employees, and have a person on duty at all times trained in CPR. 

A current daycare provider Terissa Ripberger, who is licensed through the state, believes that these are reasonable tasks to follow for our children's safety.

As for now Norm Loudermilk would like to have the ordinace written as soon as possible and to move it through the sytem quickly.
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