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SCOTT

Allegations of abuse won't be allowed in trial of daycare provider

By Karin Grunden/Tribune-Star
December 9, 2003

Prior allegations of verbal and physical abuse against Courtenay Scott are inadmissible during her upcoming reckless homicide trial, a Vigo County judge has ruled.

In a motion filed Monday, Judge Barbara Brugnaux ruled that the prosecution cannot bring up allegations of abuse made against Scott in 1996, nor can they discuss any inappropriate restraint methods the former daycare owner allegedly used prior to May 2002.

Scott, 36, was indicted this spring in connection with the May 22, 2002, death of Alexis Williams. Scott, who at the time ran Courtenay's Kids Corner, allegedly held Williams down during a nap at the Terre Haute day care, resulting in the 2-year-old's death.

Last month, a defense attorney asked that references to past allegations against Scott be excluded from his client's trial, which is scheduled to begin Jan. 26 in Noblesville.

The prosecution, however, argued that past allegations involving Scott should be allowed as bad character evidence if the defense offers evidence of good character at trial.

According to past Tribune-Star articles and police reports, Scott was fired in 1996 from the Terre Haute Day Nursery as a result of alleged batteries against two 4-year-old boys.

In one case, a mother reported that witnesses saw Scott and another woman using their legs to restrain the children on sleeping cots in an effort to keep them lying down during quiet time, a police report indicates.

Police reports suggest that the prosecutor's office lost the case files involving Scott and that a detective at the time taped over statements made by the suspects and victims in the battery investigation. The case was closed in October 1997. Scott was neither arrested nor charged.

Bill Smock, one of Scott's defense attorneys, explained that limiting such information from trial is important because defendants must be tried on current accusations, not on "prior rumors and innuendoes of improper conduct."

Further, he said Monday that it was nearly impossible for the defense to investigate the 1996 case since much of the investigative work done by police was no longer available.

"Obviously, we were pleased with the court's ruling. We believe it was the appropriate ruling under Indiana law," Smock said.

According to state trial rules, prosecutors are prohibited from introducing evidence of prior "wrong or bad acts" by a defendant in an effort to prove that the defendant acted in a similar way at the time at issue in the new case.

However, Special Prosecutor Stan Levco said the judge's ruling may allow for the issue to be revisited during trial.

According to Brugnaux's motion, the prosecution is not to mention the past allegations either directly or indirectly "without first obtaining permission of the court outside the presence of the jury."

Asked how the ruling will impact the trial, Levco said less evidence will be presented by the prosecution.

Karin Grunden can be reached at (812) 231-4214 or karin.grunden@tribstar.com.
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	Courtenay Scott trial moved to Noblesville
Tribune-Star staff report
May 30, 2003

Courtenay Scott's attorney argued that his client would not get a fair trial in Terre Haute.

And a Vigo County judge has agreed, deciding Thursday to move the case to Hamilton County, located north of Indianapolis in Noblesville.

A trial date has not yet been set for Scott, who was indicted last month on a charge of reckless homicide in the May 22, 2002 death of Alexis Williams. The former Terre Haute day-care provider is accused of holding Williams down during a nap, resulting in the 2-year-old's death.

Scott's attorney, Bill Smock, said Thursday that the trial date will depend on availability of a Hamilton County courtroom and may not be set for a couple of weeks.

Vigo County Judge Barbara L. Brugnaux reached the decision to move the case to Hamilton County during a pretrial meeting with the defense and prosecution. Whether she remains on the case will be decided later.

In asking for a change in venue, Smock had noted that the case has generated a great deal of publicity. He submitted copies of Tribune-Star articles, letters to the editor and editorials as examples.
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	Day care provider's civil trial set for 2006
Wrongful-death lawsuit alleges Courtenay Scott responsible for death of 2-year-old

By Howard Greninger/Tribune-Star
May 6, 2003

A wrongful death lawsuit against a former Terre Haute day care provider has been scheduled for Feb. 21, 2006, the next available trial date in Vigo County Superior Court Division 2.

The civil lawsuit against Courtenay Scott was filed in November, alleging Scott was directly responsible for the death of 2-year-old Alexis Williams, daughter of John and Kelly Williams.

The toddler died May 22, 2002 in a hospital after she was found unresponsive in Courtenay's Kids Corner, a day care owned by Scott.

Attorneys in the case met Monday with Judge Phillip Adler to discuss a defense motion for a change of venue to move the case out of Vigo County.

"The parties agree, on the motion for a change of venue on the civil case, that it be heard after the criminal case is over with," Adler said. "It may be that in 31/2 years, that most of the potential jurors' memories will fade" and a change of venue will not be required, he said.

A grand jury last month indicted Scott for reckless homicide in Williams' death.

An indictment is a criminal charge, not a conviction. It alleges that Scott "recklessly" killed Williams "by placing her foot and/or leg on the back of said child while the child lay face down on the floor... ." Reckless homicide is a class-C felony. If convicted, Scott, 35, could face up to eight years in prison and a $10,000 fine.

William W. Drummy III, attorney for Scott, said he could still request a change of venue closer to the court date of the civil case. "We are willing to wait and see what happens," he said.

George Gray, attorney for the Williams family, declined comment.

No trial date, as of Monday, has been scheduled in the criminal case, which will be heard before Judge Barbara L. Brugnaux. Court dates in October and November are being considered, according to court records.

Scott, who pleaded not guilty in an April 23 court hearing, is free after posting $3,500 bail.

Howard Greninger can be reached at (812) 231-4204 or howard.greninger@tribstar.com.
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	Scott arraigned
Former day care owner accused of killing Alexis Williams

Judge engers 'not guilty' plea on Scott's behalf

By Karin Grunden/Tribune-Star
April 25, 2003

With his arm around his wife, John Williams sat quietly in the turn-of-the century courtroom, nervously shaking his left leg as the hands of the clock ticked slowly by.

About 15 minutes passed before the prosecutor, defense attorney and court staff finally emerged from the office door.

And seconds before the judge entered the courtroom, the woman whom Williams came to see walked past awaiting photographers and into Vigo County Superior Court Division 5.

Courtenay Scott, the former day care owner accused of killing Williams' 2-year-old daughter, walked to the front of the courtroom, where she sat next to defense attorney Bill Smock.

Dressed in seersucker capri pants, a khaki-colored shirt and matching tennis shoes, Scott's expression never changed in the five-minute arraignment that followed. She neither smiled nor frowned as Judge Barbara L. Brugnaux read the charge -- reckless homicide - in the May 22 death of Alexis Williams.

The toddler who attended Courtenay's Kids Corner in Terre Haute was found unresponsive May 22 during a nap. She later was pronounced dead in Terre Haute Regional Hospital.

An investigation by police and child welfare workers centered on the theory that Scott, 35, may have held her leg over Williams during nap time. Scott had a cast on one of her legs at the time.

Last week, after two days of testimony, a grand jury indicted Scott, charging the Terre Haute woman with a single class-C felony.

Special Prosecutor Stan Levco of Evansville called for the grand jury after Williams' death certificate was re-filed March 26 to reflect an updated cause and manner of death. Previously listed as "undetermined," the new certificate indicated Williams' death was a homicide, the result of "compression asphyxia."

The change came after Dr. Roland Kohr received word that a paper -- theorizing that the weight of an adult's leg could have restricted Williams' breathing -- had been accepted for publication.

During Thursday's hearing, Scott answered one question, saying "Yes, I do," when asked by Brugnaux if she understood the charge.

The judge entered a "not guilty" plea on Scott's behalf and set a May 29 pretrial conference, to be held in the judge's chambers.

Because of the necessity for expert witnesses, Brugnaux said she will allow time for both sides to consult with their experts before setting a trial date at the May conference. Both sides later indicated the case will go to trial.

Before Thursday's hearing ended, Levco asked that Vanderburgh County Deputy Prosecutor Steve Hurst assist him in the case. Brugnaux granted the request.

As Scott left the courtroom, she ignored reporters' requests for comment. "She has no comment," Bill Smock said, as he walked out behind his client.

Smock later said he believes Scott is innocent and that a leading forensic pathologist will be able to show that Williams died of natural causes. The Terre Haute attorney also said he expects to file a change in venue motion "relatively soon" because he believes it would be almost impossible for Scott to get a fair trial in Vigo County.

After Thursday's hearing, about a dozen supporters of the Williams' family -- including Ann Brooks -- lingered outside the courtroom. Brooks, a Terre Haute day care provider, said she'd waited 11 months to see what Scott looked like.

A children's advocate, Brooks believes Scott had no business owning a preschool. Scott had been fired in 1996 from the Terre Haute Day Nursery after allegations surfaced that she abused two children there. Police investigated, but no charges were ever filed in the case.

Linda Moy, Alexis Williams' paternal grandmother, was among those present at Thursday's hearing.

She couldn't help but stare at Scott, she said after the hearing was over. The last time Moy had seen the child care provider was at her granddaughter's funeral. At the time, a tearful Scott hobbled into the funeral home, using crutches because her foot was in the cast.

For others, attending the arraignment brought mixed emotions. Kelly Williams felt only sadness as the charges were read to the woman accused of killing her daughter.

But for Kelly's husband, John Williams, seeing Scott in court brought some relief.

"We finally at least got to this point. I'm ready to move on and ... have the thing over with. Our only goal is for her to be held accountable."

Karin Grunden can be reached at (812) 231-4214 or karin.grunden@tribstar.com


http://www.tribstar.com/articles/2003/04/25/news/export30363.txt





	Ex-day care owner indicted
Charge alleges Courtenay Scott 'recklessly' killed Alexis Williams

By Suzanne Risley/Tribune-Star
April 18, 2003

A grand jury on Thursday morning indicted former day care owner Courtenay Scott for reckless homicide in the death of 2-year-old Alexis Williams.

The jury of five men and one woman deliberated early Thursday morning before delivering the indictment at 11 a.m. Witnesses in the case testified Tuesday and Wednesday.

An indictment is a criminal charge just as if filed by a prosecutor. It alleges that Scott "recklessly" killed Williams "by placing her foot and/or leg on the back of said child while the child lay face down on the floor ... ." Reckless homicide is a class-C felony. If convicted, Scott, 35, could face up to eight years in prison and a $10,000 fine.

Williams died May 22, 2002 in a hospital after she was found unresponsive in Courtenay's Kids Corner, a day care owned by Scott.

"I told [the jurors] reckless homicide, I thought, was the only appropriate charge," said Special Prosecutor Stanley Levco of Vanderburgh County. He was not surprised the jury decided to indict.

Scott's attorney, Bill Smock, also was not surprised by the indictment, he said.

"The truth of the matter is, when a grand jury is called ... generally, there is an indictment," he said. The prosecutor is the only one asking questions, he said. Although Smock was permitted to make a statement, he was not allowed to cross-examine witnesses or be in the room during testimony.

Five of the six jurors must agree on an indictment. It was not known Thursday how many voted for the reckless homicide charge.

Judge Michael H. Eldred, Vigo County Superior Court Division 1, set bail at $35,000, with 10 percent allowed. Scott posted the bail Thursday afternoon. She will go through the formal book-in process in the Vigo County Jail next week, Smock said.

"That's kind of what money gets you," said John Williams, Alexis' father, referring to the unusual manner in which Scott will be booked. "Nothing here has gone as it normally should have."

Scott could not be reached for comment.

Scott's first court appearance is 1:30 p.m. Thursday in Superior Court Division 5. Eldred "disqualified himself" from further proceedings in the case because of a potential conflict of interest, Levco said. Judge Barbara L. Brugnaux, instead, will hear the case.

Levco called for the grand jury after Williams' death certificate was changed March 26 to show she died from "compression asphyxia." Her manner of death also was changed to "homicide" from "undetermined."

The change came after forensic pathologist Dr. Roland Kohr wrote a paper accepted for publication that theorized the weight of an adult's leg could restrict a child's breathing.

Vigo County Prosecutor Bob Wright handed the case over to Levco in February after Wright was criticized for not filing charges. Wright said, at the time, he hoped it would help the Williams family find closure.

"This is at least the most positive news we've had in this case for some time," said John Williams.

He looks forward to trial, where Scott will be held accountable for her actions, he said, adding it is a shame that it took "almost a year of agony" for it to reach this point.

"I'm confident they will not be able to make the case [in trial]," Smock said, referring to the prosecution. The standard for proving a charge "beyond a reasonable doubt" is tougher than the standards required for an indictment, he said.

During the trial, he plans to call witnesses, including an independent forensic pathologist, to dispute the cause and manner of Williams' death. The trial will be Scott's first opportunity to present her side of the case, he said.

"She's presumed innocent just like anyone else," Smock said.

Suzanne Risley can be reached at (812) 231-4229 or suzanne.risley@tribstar.com.
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Five men, one woman expected to take two to three days to reach decision

By Suzanne Risley/Tribune-Star
April 16, 2003

A grand jury of five men and one woman was seated Tuesday to determine whether a day-care owner should face criminal charges in the homicide last year of 2-year-old Alexis Williams.

Judge Michael H. Eldred, Vigo County Superior Court Division 1, seated the jury Tuesday morning within 45 minutes of beginning the process.

The jury was taken immediately to a jury room to hear evidence. The hearing is expected to last two to three days, Eldred said.

Williams died May 22 after she was found unresponsive in Courtenay's Kids Corner, a day care owned by Courtenay Scott. The toddler died hours later in Terre Haute Regional Hospital.

Police believe Scott may have held Williams down with her leg -- which had a cast on it -- during nap time.

Williams' death certificate was changed March 26 to show she died from "compression asphyxia." The manner of death also was changed, to homicide from "undetermined." The change came after forensic pathologist Dr. Roland Kohr wrote a paper accepted for publication that theorized the weight of an adult's leg could restrict a child's breathing.

Grand-jury proceedings are secret. To return an indictment (criminal charge), five of the six jurors must agree, Eldred said.

Special Prosecutor Stanley Levco of Vanderburgh County will lead the proceedings. Vigo County Prosecutor Bob Wright turned the case over to Levco in February after Wright was criticized for not filing a charge. Wright said at the time that a different prosecutor on the case would help the Williamses with closure and that the asphyxia ruling also factored in the decision to turn it over to a different prosecutor.

Although Levco will tell the jury what charges he has in mind, he said it is up to the jury to decide what charges, if any, should be filed in accordance with legal standards.

Levco said defense attorney Bill Smock will have an opportunity to speak briefly during the proceedings.

Neither Smock nor Scott could be reached for comment.

During Tuesday's jury selection, Eldred dismissed at least three people because they said they couldn't be impartial, as required by law. One of those dismissed once had a child in Courtenay's Kids Corner.

The judge also dismissed a woman who works in a different child care facility because she knew Patty Robinson, a caseworker with Child Protective Services, who is one of the scheduled witnesses.

According to an order issued by Eldred, 50 people were called in for jury selection Tuesday.

Scheduled witnesses included: city Detective Keith Mowbray; Kohr; city Detective Starla Neidigh; Williams' father, John Williams; and former employee Mary Moore and Cheryl Jones, former director of the now-closed Terre Haute Day Nursery from where Scott was fired in 1996 after abuse allegations.

John Williams testified Tuesday, saying afterward that the family was "waiting on pins and needles" for the grand jury hearing to end.

"The toughest part of our life has already happened. This is just a continuation," he said.

The high profile of the case resulted in tighter security in the courthouse, with individuals checked more thoroughly when entering.

Suzanne Risley can be reached at (812) 231-4229 or suzanne.risley@tribstar.com.
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	TRIBUNE-STAR EDITORIAL: The case of Alexis Williams
Toward a resolution

Seating of grand jury means case progressing

March 26, 2003

Criminal investigations are rarely as neat and tidy as your everyday TV cops drama would suggest. The pathway to justice doesn't often follow a prime-time script.

Such is the case involving 2-year-old Alexis Williams, who was found unresponsive last May during nap time at a Terre Haute day care center and was later pronounced dead.

The toddler's death hung heavy over the community for months, especially when it appeared police and prosecutors were reluctant to pursue the case as anything more than an accidental death. There was credible evidence, including reported statements by day care owner Courtenay Scott, that the little girl may have been forcibly restrained on a bed when she resisted settling down for a nap.

Scott is said to have told investigators that she held Alexis down on the bed with her leg -- a leg that was in a cast.

Clearly, the community, not to mention the Williams family, has demanded more from the judicial system than has been delivered thus far. Public outcry led to Prosecutor Bob Wright's request for a special prosecutor to take on the case. And forensic pathologists, who first stated the cause of death as undetermined, have since changed their rulings and determined the cause as compression asphyxia.

A special prosecutor, Stan Levco of Vanderburgh County, was appointed to review the case. At Levco's request, a grand jury has been set to convene next month to review hear testimony and review evidence. It will be up to the grand jury, which meets in secret session, to determine whether or not criminal charges will be filed in the case.

At this point, that's about all the community can ask of the criminal justice system.

It's impossible to know how the grand jury will assess the evidence and rule on the case. Whatever it decides, the community will know that the system did everything it could to ensure justice was served on behalf of Alexis and her family.

It's been a long time coming, but a resolution to this sad and tragic case is finally within sight.
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By Karin Grunden/Tribune-Star
March 25, 2003

A former Terre Haute day care owner will be the focus of a grand-jury investigation next month into the death of 2-year-old Alexis Williams.

The toddler was found unresponsive last May while under the care of Courtenay Scott, who at the time owned and operated Courtenay's Kids Corner Inc. at 228 S. 18th St. The center has since closed.

Although Williams' cause of death was initially undetermined, the pathologist who conducted the autopsy recently changed his ruling to indicate the toddler was suffocated. A police investigation had focused on a theory that Scott placed her leg -- which was in a cast -- across the child to hold her down during a nap time.

In a motion filed Thursday, Judge Michael H. Eldred ordered a grand jury be convened April 15 at the request of Special Prosecutor Stan Levco.

The Vanderburgh County prosecutor asked for a grand jury in mid-March after spending two weeks reviewing the case and talking to some of the witnesses.

"I just thought it was the appropriate thing to do," Levco said Monday, declining to elaborate on his reasoning.

According to Eldred's order, 60 prospective jurors will be called, with the field narrowed to six grand jurors. Those jurors will be responsible for determining whether there's enough evidence to indict, or charge, Scott. At minimum, testimony and deliberations are expected to take two days, Levco said.

Vigo County Prosecutor Bob Wright, who originally handled the investigation, turned the case over to Levco in late February. The move came amidst criticism of how Wright had handled the case. At the time, Wright said he had come to the realization that in order for the Williams' family to have closure, he must step away.

Wright was out of town Monday and could not be reached for comment about the developments in the case. Scott, as well, could not be reached for comment. The 35-year-old Terre Haute woman did not return a phone message left Monday afternoon at her residence.

John Williams, Alexis' father, said he was pleased with Levco's decision to request a grand jury -- something Williams had hoped for long ago.

"I'm glad it's finally getting addressed. We've asked from the beginning for a grand jury, at the minimum, to be called," Williams said Monday after receiving a call from Levco confirming that a grand jury would convene next month in the case.

As of Monday, no subpoenas had been issued in connection with the grand jury. However, one Terre Haute physician -- Dr. Roland Kohr -- expects he may be called to testify during the secret proceedings.

Kohr initially ruled Williams' cause of death as undetermined. On Monday, the forensic pathologist confirmed he had changed his ruling to compressional asphyxia.

In late February, Kohr had said his initial ruling might change, pending word on a research paper he wrote in connection with the case. He was recently notified the paper was accepted for publication in a journal he declined to name.

In the paper, Kohr centered on the theory that the weight of an adult's leg or legs could have constricted the toddler's breathing, leading to the child's death.

Kohr is not the first to change his findings in the case. Initially, an Indianapolis pathologist said a mark found on Williams' back was made after her death.

However, in January the physician signed an affidavit indicating the toddler died of "compression asphyxia as the result of pressure applied by the foot and leg of Courtenay A. Scott." The affidavit was signed in connection with a pending lawsuit that Williams' parents filed against Scott in November.

Next month's grand jury will be the first in Vigo County in nearly three years, Chief Deputy Prosecutor Jim Walker confirmed.

"They can be cumbersome and time consuming," Walker said, explaining why grand juries are called so infrequently in Vigo County.

The grand-jury proceedings in April 2000 lasted just two days and ended with an indictment against James Dallas Wilson.

Wilson was charged with involuntary manslaughter in the stabbing death of Michael W. Pearce, but later pleaded guilty to criminal recklessness after a key witness changed her testimony in the case. Wilson was sentenced to time already served in jail.

In general, grand juries are used somewhat as a "test jury," Judge Eldred said.

"It usually involves cases where it is not clear if the case can be proven," Eldred said. Levco declined to say if that theory was relevant in this case.

Regardless of the reasons for calling the grand jury, city police Detective Keith Mowbray believes it's the right step.

Mowbray, the lead detective in the case, has long believed Williams died of something other than natural causes. However, he also believes what happened was an accident.

No matter the outcome of next month's proceedings, Mowbray said he expects the grand jury's decision will help provide closure to everyone involved -- including Williams' family.

Karin Grunden can be reached at (812) 231-4214 or karin.grunden@tribstar.com. 
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	TRIBUNE-STAR EDITORIAL: Investigation on track
Prosecutor makes right move on death probe

March 5, 2003

There is no question the tragic death of 2-year-old Alexis Williams last May has struck a deep chord of concern in Terre Haute and the Wabash Valley. With so many parents -- and extended families -- relying on professional providers to care for children during the day, anxiety about their children's safety and security is never far from their minds.

When details about the manner in which Alexis died began to surface, every parent who has ever left a child in the care of others took notice. Her care-givers at Courtenay's Kids Corner day-care center could not awaken Alexis after a nap, and emergency medical providers could not resuscitate her.

A state investigation resulted in day-care owner Courtenay Scott having her center's license revoked. Evidence and statements from witnesses indicated Scott may have forcibly restrained the toddler on a bed, pinning her down with her leg, which was in a cast.

But local law enforcement officials encountered a difficult and seemingly unique circumstance. The coroner ruled the cause of Alexis' death as "undetermined", and Prosecutor Bob Wright said repeatedly that he could not determine conclusively that any crime had occurred.

All of this was unsettling, and the community voiced its outrage over the situation.

With intense public pressure mounting, Wright last week took the appropriate action of relinquishing control of the case and turning it over to a special prosecutor, Stan Levco of Evansville. It will be the Vanderburgh County prosecutor's job to review the facts and determine if enough evidence exists to file criminal charges.

That's an encouraging development, as is Indianapolis pathologist John Pless' change of opinion on the cause of the girl's death. Pless originally concurred with the autopsy findings that cause of death could not be determined, but now has amended his opinion to state the little girl died from asphyxiation.

Likewise, Dr. Roland Kohr, former Vigo County coroner and skilled local pathologist, now says he may consider changing his ruling pending feedback on his ongoing research into the case from the scientific community.

The Williams' family, as well as the community, needs to know that everything possible is being done to come to a reasonable resolution to this case, whether or not it means criminal charges are filed.

Thanks to Wright's decision and other recent developments, the community can take comfort knowing the investigation is proceeding in a positive direction.
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	Friday (Letters)
February 7, 2003

Justice served would help ease the pain
I agree with your newspaper editorial concerning the tragedy of Alexis Williams' death. I have wondered for weeks why Prosecutor Bob Wright's opinion on the lack of evidence was all that was needed to halt this case.

Even if there was "no criminal intent" on the part of day-care provider Courtenay Scott, Alexis still died after Scott held her down with a cast on her leg. Ms. Scott admitted that. Anyone who has worn a cast knows how heavy they are and that you would never hold any child down by any kind of force, let alone a heavy cast.

We tell our children to tell us if anyone tries to hurt them, or if they know of another child being hurt, but then why didn't the prosecutor listen to them? They certainly have nothing to gain by lying. Is there really nothing that can be done?

I believe we are supposed to trust our elected officials to "do the right thing" but I think it is time to have some other opinions of what the next step should be with this case. I can't imagine how something like this could happen and no charges were filed. It sickens me to think this might have been prevented if something had been done to prevent Ms. Scott from opening her own day care after being fired from the last day care where she was employed.

There is no way to ever ease the pain Alexis' family will feel for as long as they live, but certainly some kind of justice would help. New laws regarding day care won't bring Alexis back, but they might help prevent another tragedy from happening to another family.

I pray John Williams will be successful in trying to change the system so parents can trust exactly what a day-care license means. I also pray the community continues to support his efforts.

-- Jan S. Jerrell

Terre Haute
Keep precious kids in thoughts, prayers
This is for two families in our county. Two different families who are going through the same pain of the loss of a child. I don't know either family, only through the news, but I want the Javins family and the Williams family to know you are in my prayers. I can't begin to imagine the devastating hurt of having my child disappear. I can't imagine the devastating hurt of sending my child to day care but they don't come home.

I hope the sheriff's department is doing everything possible to find leads for what happened to Scott Javins.

I was unable to attend the walk at the courthouse for Alexis Williams. I had to work or I would have been there. This precious, little girl is gone because she didn't want a nap. Shouldn't there at the very least have been child-abuse charges filed?

Children are precious whether they're 20 years old or 2 years old, so let's keep both families in our thoughts and prayers.

-- Mary Estep

Terre Haute
Pride, prayers are with our troops
In recent days and weeks we have seen and read about all the military troops being called into active duty. I know how they feel. I, too, am a veteran. I was drafted in 1964 and had no idea where I might be sent or if I'd even be coming back home. I was one of the lucky ones.

I was sent to Germany. Wherever they send you soldiers, wherever your mission takes you, you can take this to the bank. I, as well as a lot of other vets, send with you our prayers and thoughts. You men and women have all worked hard to earn the right to wear your uniforms, and that makes you not only soldiers, but American soldiers. You are the best.

To the families, wives and relatives of these troops, we share your fear and support you all as well. In the days, weeks and months to come, our mission is to not let them down. I'm retired now from the U.S. Army, and if I could say one thing to you all, it is that I'm damn proud of you all, all of our armed forces. You all answered the call.

-- Dave Reed

Retired staff sergeant

Terre Haute
Tanoos can afford his own legal fees
According to the "Taxpayers Association Annual Report", the reported annual income of Vigo County School Corp. Superintendent Dan Tanoos for the year 2002 was $121,816.

I believe this is ample income to afford an attorney of choice. I disagree with Deborah Banks (who, according to her letter to the editor, supports the VCSC decision to pay for Mr. Tanoos' legal fees, and she states that she believes that Mr. Tanoos has "his main focus being our children.")

Tanoos should be ashamed to use or accept any monies from the VCSC in this manner that should instead be used for his "main focus being our children."

According to what I have heard and read, the general public opinion is that we do NOT wish to spend our school monies in this way. Are you listening VCSC?

Also, what kind of a precedence are you (VCSC) setting for future legal assistance to Vigo County School employees? Are you willing to pay for legal fees in the future for all other VCSC employees?

Wake up, Terre Haute, Mr. Tanoos can well afford to pay his own legal fees.

-- April T. Johnson

Terre Haute
Tanoos projects positive example
I believe the school corporation should do everything possible to support Superintendent Danny Tanoos.

I am a former student in the Vigo County School Corp. and recently had the opportunity to work as a teacher assistant.

Mr. Tanoos is a positive example to students and staff. He deserves the support of the corporation and the entire community.

-- Marci Seaman

Lafayette, La.
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Sunday (Letters)
January 26, 2003

Child's death probe has been careless, reckless
My heart has been with the family of little Alexis Williams each day since this terrible tragedy, and particularly the past holiday season.

I have been appalled by the manner in which the investigation of her death was conducted. This investigation has appeared to be careless and reckless. It is common knowledge you cannot make a young child take a nap. Courtenay Scott was a licensed provider and should have had the common sense to have used better judgment. She even admitted holding Alexis down on her nap cot with her leg, which was in a cast.

This act alone is an extreme, abusive, negligent and criminal behavior. Ms. Scott was fired in 1996 from the Terre Haute Day Nursery for similar actions as well as battery charges. Reports of abuse were filed with the authorities at that time by staff and parents of those children. Had proper investigation been done at that time by the prosecutor's office and child protection agencies, Ms. Scott would have never received a license to do child care. Now we have incident number two resulting in a fatality of a 2-year-old child. The Vigo County Office of Family and Children substantiated child abuse and neglect by "inappropriate physical discipline" which resulted in terminating Scott's license.

Mr. Wright (county prosecutor), are you aware that Scott, by law, can still care for six or fewer children without a license in our state? Does this thought not concern you at all? Your office has thus far elected not to file charges in this case due to insufficient evidence. You say you can't prove a crime occurred beyond a reasonable doubt.

Let me ask you this, can you prove a crime did not occur beyond a reasonable doubt? Files are missing, but I would venture to bet those people are still in the area and they remember well what they had to say about the incident of 1996. Of course, then we have the statute of limitations. By dropping this case, time marches on and the statute of limitations will once again slip by. I truly wonder what kind of precedent are you setting in Vigo County on any alleged child abuse situations.

You can bet if this incident had occurred at the home with the parents of this child you may have a whole different perspective. Would they be held under suspicion of child abuse resulting in the death of their own daughter? Many of us in this profession of quality child care are also beginning to wonder, as Jaime Frey asked in her letter of Oct. 13. What kind of connections does this woman have? And How much evidence do you need to bring at the very least negligence and abuse charges against Courtenay Scott? You have her very own admission of an inappropriate act of restraining little Alexis.

Ms. Scott at no time could possibly have considered the safety and welfare of this little girl. Child abuse is a crime and restraining a child refusing to go to sleep is abusive! How in the world, Mr. Wright, can you excuse this action and what more proof do you need. You have Courtenay Scott's own words telling you what she did.

People are creatures of habit, eventually we all pay for our mistakes. Alexis Williams is no longer with us, she paid for someone's mistake with her life and her parents are now suffering her loss and paying for that same mistake. Think about what you are not doing.

-- Ann Brooks
Terre Haute
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	Seeking 'justice'
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Not enough evidence to file charges, prosecutor says

By Karin Grunden/Tribune-Star

January 29, 2003

As Kelly Williams stood along Third Street in Terre Haute on Tuesday morning, she certainly wasn't alone for her cause.

Friends and strangers, numbering more than 100 at times, lined up next to Williams in front of the Vigo County Courthouse.

Their posters and signs bore the message that the death of Williams' 2-year-old daughter, Alexis Williams, is a crime and should be punished.

"We would like [Vigo County Prosecutor] Bob Wright to get the message that justice needs to be done in this case," Williams said. Alexis was found unresponsive May 22 while taking a nap in a Terre Haute day-care center that has since closed. On her death certificate, the cause of death is listed as "undetermined."

State investigators suggested Courtenay Scott, the center's owner, was to blame for the toddler's death. The girl's parents have filed a lawsuit against Scott alleging she was careless, negligent and directly responsible for the death. But no criminal charges have been filed against the 35-year-old Terre Haute woman.

The absence of charges was the focus of those who gathered for two hours Tuesday morning.

"I think there should be some accountability and consequences for what happened to Alexis," said Carolyn Manson of Terre Haute, one of the protesters.

Scott could not be reached for comment Tuesday. She did not return a message left on an answering machine at a number listed in her name, nor did she return a message left at a phone listed in her parents' names.

Joani Kelsey, who stood in Tuesday's protest crowd, held up a poster bearing a photograph from happier times. Then 2-year-old Alexis grinned from ear to ear in her pink Winnie the Pooh shirt as she stood next to a large, stuffed Dalmatian.

"In all this, I don't want Alexis to be forgotten," said Kelsey, who works with the child's father and was a nurse in the delivery room when Alexis was born. She was also present in the hospital when the toddler was pronounced dead.

Kelsey is among those who fault the prosecutor for his decision, thus far, not to file any charges in the case.

Jill Erickson, who helps train child care providers, also questions how the case was handled.

"I think it's so unfair and so unjust," Erickson said. "I can't understand how the prosecutor could not consider at the very least, abuse and neglect charges. It just doesn't make any sense."

City police detectives had investigated the death and looked at a possible link to Scott, including the theory that the day-care provider held the child down, police have said.

At the time, a state report indicated Scott admitted to an investigator that she placed her leg -- which was in a cast -- over Williams' body while having trouble getting the child to go to sleep. Scott denied physically harming the child, according to a report by an Indiana Family and Social Services Administration caseworker.

After police turned over the investigation to the prosecutor's office, Wright said in October there was not enough evidence for a criminal charge. Wright said he had a second prosecutor review the case, who agreed with his determination.

As passersby honked their car and truck horns in support of the gathering Tuesday, Wright sat in his office four floors above, on the opposite side of the courthouse.

Aware of the protest, Wright dismissed what some people in the crowd thought of his handling of the Williams case.

"I don't care what people think about how I run this office," he said, thumbing through a manilla folder marked with the words "Scott" and "Alexis Williams case."

Although Wright still considers the Williams case open, as of Tuesday he said the evidence is "not even close" to sufficient for him to charge anyone. An autopsy, along with a review by a second medical expert, showed no specific cause for the girl's death. Although a bruise was found on the toddler's back after her death, Wright has said the origin of the mark is unclear.

"I can't prove something 'probably' happened. I have to prove it beyond a reasonable doubt," he said. "I'm sorry it can't be explained to the parents, to the public why Alexis Williams died. Until it can [be explained], I can't file charges. Nor will I file charges based on how many people march in front of the courthouse."

While a police official said Tuesday that every possible witness had been interviewed in the case, Wright said it would take a lot more evidence for a charge to be filed. Still, Wright wouldn't rule out the possibility of charges, explaining that the case has a five- year statute of limitations.

Standing below in front of the courthouse with a sign bearing the words, "Why haven't charges been filed?" John Williams said the prosecutor needs to dig harder into the death of his daughter.

"The evidence is there," Williams contended.

Marianne Bayless, one of the protest organizers, supported Williams' comments, challenging Wright to review the case once again.

"He needs to take a better look," she said. "John and Kelly have to live with their loss every second of the day. They've got to have some closure."

Karin Grunden can be reached at (812) 231-4214 or karin.grunden@tribstar.com.
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	TRIBUNE-STAR EDITORIAL: Time to make a case
Child's death demands aggressive resolution

January 28, 2003

The tragic death of Alexis Williams continues to haunt this community. The shock and grief of learning about the child's mysterious death in a Terre Haute day-care center last spring have given way to disbelief and frustration at the response afforded this case by law enforcement and criminal justice authorities.

Two-year-old Alexis was dropped off by her parents at Courtenay's Kids Corner May 22. Later that day, the parents received a call that their child had been discovered unconscious following the center's nap period. She was pronounced dead a short time later at Terre Haute Regional Hospital.

A subsequent investigation revealed that the center's owner and operator, Courtenay Scott, used physical force to restrain Alexis on a nap cot. Scott had a cast on her leg, and used it to keep the little girl in place. Emergency medical personnel later reported finding a red mark on the girl's back.

The coroner ruled the cause of Alexis' death as "undetermined."

Adding to the emotional undercurrent of this case is a previous complaint against Scott. A few years ago, she was accused of abusing children in her care. No charges were immediately filed, and evidence gathered was eventually lost or misplaced.

Prosecutor Bob Wright insisted last week that the Williams case remains open. Despite growing public pressure, he has not yet filed criminal charges against Scott. He says the investigation has found no evidence of criminal intent on Scott's part. Such a critical component of his case could prevent him from getting a court conviction.

But many people are having trouble accepting Wright's explanation. Meanwhile, community outrage is growing.

Wright has several options. First, he could file charges against Scott using available evidence.

But if Wright truly can see no crime in these circumstances, he should let an independent set of eyes look it over. He could appoint a special prosecutor to review the case, or he could ask a judge to convene a grand jury to hear evidence and make a determination.

The Williams family has suffered immensely from their loss. The parents deserve a resolution. While the family has filed a civil lawsuit against Scott, the criminal justice system must remain active in the case.

We urge Wright to become more aggressive in pursuing this matter. If he's unwilling to do that, he should at least put the case in the hands of others.


http://www.tribstar.com/articles/2003/01/28/export34654.txt
Thursday (Letters)
January 23, 2003

Ready to march on Alexis' behalf
I am writing in to voice my opinion on the unfortunate death of little Alexis Williams in a day care facility.

This should have never happened. That little girl had a whole life ahead of her, and because the careless act of her caregiver, who by the way is not getting the punishment she deserves, little Alexis will not get to live her life, and her parents and the community suffer for it.

Courtenay Scott, the day care provider, can go on like nothing ever happened. How can the prosecutor sleep at night knowing there might be a child killer on the streets for other parents to fear? I wonder if prosecutor Bob Wright would react this way had it been his child or grandchild killed at the hands of this individual.

As a mother of three, one 2 years old, I am terrified at the thought that I could leave him with a child beater or killer. That has to haunt parents every day. I have been a babysitter at one time, and believe me, it is not the easiest job, but if you cannot handle it, get out! There is no sense in harming a child just because they don't want to lay down for a nap.

And that bruise on Alexis' back! Duh, Mr. Wright! I wonder who could have put that there! If Ms. Scott held little Alexis down with her leg in a heavy cast, it only makes sense she would bruise her also. You don't have to be a genius to figure that one out. Alexis could not have weighed more than 35 pounds.

I plan on making it to the march at the courthouse on Jan. 28, and I hope lots of other people will too.

-- Helen Stadler
Staunton
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	Child's death prompts event
Walk scheduled to send prosecutor a message

By Karin Grunden/Tribune-Star

January 21, 2003

A week from today, Ann Brooks and Marianne Bayless plan to take steps -- one at a time -- in hopes of keeping the case of a child's death before the public.

While the two Terre Haute women don't know how many people will join them in front of the Vigo County Courthouse, they figure they won't be alone in a two-hour walk focusing on the case of Alexis Williams.

The 2-year-old girl was found unresponsive eight months ago while taking a nap at Courtenay's Kids Corner in Terre Haute, a day-care that has since closed. State investigators suggested that the center's owner, Courtenay Scott, was to blame. The pathologist who completed the autopsy ruled Williams' cause of death as "undetermined."

And while a civil case has been filed against Scott alleging she was careless, negligent and directly responsible for the death, no criminal charges have been filed against her.

"We feel like there's nothing being done right now," in terms of a criminal investigation, said Bayless, who described herself as a friend of the Williams family. "We want to send a message that the death of Alexis cannot be swept under the rug."

Brooks, a Terre Haute day-care owner who never met the girl, worries that a lack of any criminal charges in this case sets the wrong precedent for child abuse cases.

Bayless and Brooks say the Jan. 28 walk is aimed at sending a message to Bob Wright, the Vigo County prosecutor.

Wright said in early October there was insufficient evidence to file a criminal charge against Scott.

At the time, a state report indicated Scott admitted to an investigator that she placed her leg -- which was in a cast -- over Williams' body while having trouble getting the child to go to sleep. Scott denied physically harming the child, according to a report by an Indiana Family and Social Services Administration caseworker.

In addition, a bruise was discovered on Williams' back. Wright has said that a pathologist could not rule out the mark being made after the child's death.

On Monday, Wright said the case is not closed. Since October, police detectives have investigated further, including conducting an interview with an emergency medical technician who responded to the day-care May 22, Wright said.

Although he's reserving any judgment until he reads a transcript of the statement, Wright said he understands from police that the EMT saw the blemish on Williams' back at the day-care.

However, even with that information, "The problem we have now and will always have is criminal intent," Wright said, explaining he must be able to prove if there was any injury to the girl, that it was purposeful.

Scott could not be reached for comment Monday at a phone number listed in her name.

Bill Drummy, a Terre Haute attorney representing Scott in the civil case, said he has advised his client not to comment. Drummy expects medical experts, retained by the defense, to determine the cause of Williams' death.

John Williams, Alexis' father, said Monday he still hopes Wright will "do the right thing" and file a criminal charge in the case.

He said he was unsure if he'll attend the walk. But he'll continue with other means -- including testifying on proposed state legislation that would strengthen child care laws. He is scheduled to testify today before a House committee. He also plans to speak at a child care training session later this week.

"I won't let up until I've been through every single avenue possible," Williams said. "This is not going away."

Karin Grunden can be reached at (812) 231-4214 or karin.grunden@tribstar.com.
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Monday (Letters)
January 20, 2003

What more is needed for abuse charges to be filed?
Our little daughter Alexis died on May 22 last year and a large part of my wife and I died with her. Our emotions have been all over the place. We have had so many questions and very little answers since we last saw our daughter alive.

A tragic event has occurred in our lives but the pain is still being felt and will continue to be felt forever in some way. Losing our only child I thought was the worst thing that could have happened to us, but then we soon found out after an autopsy and through police interrogations of Ms. Courtenay Scott and others at the day care that there may have been some abuse that occurred by Ms. Scott, owner of the day care, prior to our daughter's death.

Alexis Williams was as healthy of a child as they come at the time of her death. Can someone please explain to me how a healthy 2 1/2-year-old child just dies without explanation? After an autopsy, it was determined as an unknown cause of death. The police had taken statements, which I have gone through as well, from all the individuals at the day care that day. Out of the statements taken, Ms. Scott admitted to holding our daughter down for a nap, against Alexis' will, with the force of her legs. One of her legs was covered by a cast. She stated her leg was on our child during this time. A large red mark was found on her neck that wasn't there when I took her to Ms. Scott that morning. Nobody seems to know how that mark occurred. I believe one person knows how it got there.

My wife and I are still at a loss for why nothing has been done as to this day with Ms. Scott by the prosecuting attorney's office. What would it take for prosecutor Bob Wright to actually file charges on people who abuse our children in day care? What more does he need to file, atleast, abuse charges in this case? An admission of guilt?

Apparently not, because I believe Ms. Scott already made the statement of holding Alexis down with her legs already. I am sure Mr. Wright doesn't want to take a chance on losing a case because I believe his track record shows he only takes sure things. How many other cases has Mr. Wright looked at that were borderline and required a little more work than the sure-thing cases only to be dismissed because of the chance he might lose and reflect badly on his office?

I think it's time our prosecutor stand up and become a prosecutor who makes a statement that child abuse, and most definitely the death of a child, is not going to be tolerated regardless of who you are and no matter what family you come from, wealthy or poor, friends or not. After all, she already made the confession for the prosecution but I guess that is not good enough. The death of our child will not be just tossed aside as another statistic in this city as long as my wife and I have breath in our body.

We would like to thank those who have given us their support during this time and hope that someday the right person will step up and offer more information and insight as to what happened in that day care. Until the day comes when we can have some closure to the death of our daughter, you can rest assured that every measure we can take to find an answer will be utilized.

We love and miss you, Alexis.

-- John and Kelly Williams
Terre Haute
Thanks to all who support family
I can't thank all of you enough who have sent in articles about Lexie Williams. This is what is going to help her father to get this bill passed for all children to be protected, and our many thanks to the paper in our city to publish them.

Please keep your letters coming and God bless all of you. Write to me. I will see Mr. Williams gets the letters.

-- Mary Bickel
Terre Haute
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Thursday (Letters)
January 9, 2003

Abuse should not go unpunished
I am writing this letter as I am friends of Alexis Williams' family. I also wonder how someone can get by with child abuse one time then having it happen again and result a child' death? I cannot believe that Courtenay Scott was not arrested after admitting to holding that child down with a full-legged cast on.

Personally, I believe that Scott was smart enough to know that the girl could not handle the weight. What person in their right mind would not have known that? Then it took Scott how long to admit she had done that? Why did it take so long for her to admit it? Was it because Scott knew she had killed that beautiful little girl? I think our law system needs to get on the ball and give that woman the punishment she deserves. That would only be fair for Alexis' sake.

I know the family and I know how much they are suffering. I hear the stories and see the pain the family is going through. I pray that Scott does get the punishment she deserves and the family sees justice from our legal system. What is this prosecutor doing? Why is he not taking action on this case?

I hope that Mr. Williams, Alexis' father, does get the law passed to have all day care centers recorded for the safe-keeping of our children. That way we all know what's really going on behind closed doors

I wish you the best, Mr. and Mrs. Williams, in everything that you do.

-- Tonya Bridges
http://www.tribstar.com/articles/2003/01/11/export33516.txt
You can help us protect children
I am writing to parents of small children like Lexis Williams.

I was reading the article written by Marianne Bayless. She wrote a very good article and it was appreciated very much. But, she was right. People are beginning to forget all about this little girl getting killed by her caretaker.

Please don't give up. Mr. Williams, Lexie's father, is trying to get a bill passed to protect your children. He wants to have all caretakers to have a ledger telling any trouble the caretaker had with any child and she has to keep it up so any parent can read it to see if she is the caretaker you want for your child.

He has it filed in Indianapolis now, but he needs all your help to say you too would like this done to protect our children.

Send your letters to 2401 Garfield Ave. and I will see that he gets them.

God bless all of you. Little Lexie is gone but don't let it happen to your children.

-- Mary Bickel
Terre Haute
Those who speak can become targets
This is in response to Karen Bruner's letter wondering why nobody will speak out about the death of Alexis Williams. I will offer my opinion based on what I've seen and experienced.

When you speak out you can become a target for the authorities who would rather people remain silent, and allow them to conduct their business as they wish. Rather than risk the consequences, they sit back feeling sympathy and compassion for the children and adults being victimized, but not brave enough to voice outrage. I'm not putting anyone down. It's not pleasant what you're put through when you speak out. Even your employer can suffer through guilt by association.

Most people can name a child they feel is being abused, but few will make a call to attempt to help them. The few who make that call quickly find out why so many avoid it. If you're not made to feel like a fool, you could go under attack yourself, if the person being turned in is protected by the authorities.

I think this should be considered. Groups should be formed for people in this sort of trouble to be able to go to if they are in need of support. This would give them more strength to face their situation and the authorities would know that their conduct is being watched. Most of these people are elected, and there is strength in numbers. Cases, like that of Alexis', would not be so easily shoved aside.

No one should be above the law. This includes people in positions of authority. Unfortunately, there are those who seem to be, and they use it to their own advantage.

-- Janice Waterman-Starkey
Sullivan
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	Saturday (Letters)
November 30, 2002

Little Alexis died, but few will speak out
Everyday I read the opinions in the Tribune-Star. I do not see as many opinions or comments on the death of little Alexis Williams as I thought I would like to see. I believe the community just doesn't care to hear or get involved in neglect or abused children.

I believe more people should start speaking out for our kids instead of hiding behind a window and watching. Someone has to speak for the children. After all, they will become our future someday.

Children are being abused, neglected and some are dying. The justice system refuses to believe there is a problem in Terre Haute. The cover-ups and or conspiracies keep going on and are passed on from one election to another. All you have to do is think politics. Why did this woman get off so easily when the parents of Alexis has to see this child's tears everyday? They will never forget how she died, but everybody else will. What is considered neglect or abuse? Do we go by different dictionaries? Pictures of neglect mean nothing to CPS or police departments who know someone in politics. They are denied or destroyed. I know this firsthand.

Lies are easily told, but it takes real guts to be honest and tell the truth? Where do families turn if they can't trust the system we so much have to live by and trust? I think CPS needs to start a new category called "ignore cases." Why do they think we go elsewhere for help? Even our doctors are ignoring neglect with our children because they do not want to get involved. Some would rather deal with personal bias and judge a mother or parent looking out for the best interest of the child than to admit there were signs in past months of a failing child's health!

The motive is to evade a malpractice suit and rid the parent of coming back again, especially if the parents of the child are in a custody case! I believe we need to organize a speak out for our kids program.

This child, Alexis, should not have died in the hands of this stranger who was known in the past for other incidents of abuse or neglect. I could go on but no one seems interested.

Thanks to the public for not getting involved or caring. Children are the ones to suffer. I know of one.

-- Karen Bruner

Prairie Creek
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	Civil suit filed over death of 2-year-old
Child died May 22 in day-care center

By Karin Grunden/Tribune-Star

November 13, 2002

A former Terre Haute day-care provider was not only careless and negligent, but directly responsible for Alexis Williams' death, a wrongful death suit filed on behalf of the 2-year-old's parents alleges.

The civil suit against Courtenay Scott was filed Friday in Vigo County Superior Court Division 2.

In the lawsuit, John and Kelly Williams, through Indianapolis attorneys, allege that Scott "asphyxiated and/or otherwise" caused their daughter's death by holding "Alexis down forcibly as a form of discipline or restraint."

The child's official cause of death is listed as "undetermined" on her death certificate. She was found unresponsive May 22 during a nap at Courtenay's Kids Corner Inc., a day-care center Scott operated at 228 S. 18th Street. The day-care center, which is also named in the suit, has since closed.

The lawsuit comes about a month after Prosecutor Bob Wright announced no criminal charges would be filed against 35-year-old Scott. Wright said he could not prove beyond a reasonable doubt that a crime occurred. Scott has never been arrested in connection with the toddler's death.

John Williams said he would have found criminal charges sufficient, providing they were "adequate." However, because charges were not filed, Williams said he was left with no alternative but to take the matter into his own hands -- filing suit to try to hold Scott accountable.

"I have absolutely no doubt in the back of my mind that she's responsible," for Alexis' death, Williams said Monday.

Scott could not be reached for comment Tuesday, despite repeated attempts to reach her at a Terre Haute phone number listed in her name.

Williams said his main goal is to ensure Scott can no longer work with children or the elderly. Allegations of abuse in day-care centers in 1996 named Scott as a suspect, too. She was never arrested or charged with a crime.

Williams said money is not the motivation for the lawsuit -- although he realizes it inevitability could become an issue.

George Gray, one of two Indianapolis attorneys who represent the Williams family, said when defendants in civil cases are held accountable, it is monetarily. However, there may be other ways to hold Scott accountable, he said without elaborating.

Asked about the strength of the case, Gray said: "We don't take cases we don't think we're going to win."

Unlike a criminal case, which must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt, a civil case involves a lesser burden of proof: that something happened more likely than not, he said.

State investigators, who also have a lesser burden of proof than a prosecutor, suggested that Scott was to blame for Alexis' death and declined to renew Scott's day-care license.

According to a report by an Indiana Family and Social Services Administration caseworker, Scott told an investigator that she had trouble getting Alexis to go to sleep. She admitted putting her leg -- which was in a cast -- over the child, but said she did not physically hurt her, the report provided to the Williams family indicates.

However, children at the center claimed that Scott had held Alexis down and made her stay there; one even said that Scott "was squishing her," the Aug. 6 report indicates.

In addition, a bruise was found on the child's lower back at the time of the autopsy, a mark that Alexis' parents said was not there earlier in the day, according to the investigative report. When announcing he would not seek charges against Scott, Wright said pathologists could not rule out other causes for the mark.

Williams still hopes Wright will rethink his decision on criminal charges.

"I hold out a little hope. Whether that's going to happen or not, I don't know," he said.

Wright, who could not be reached for comment Tuesday, has said that reopening the case would require evidence that proved Scott had a role in Alexis' death.

Williams has other hopes, as well -- including stronger laws to regulate day-care centers throughout the state. In late October, Williams spoke before a legislative committee in Indianapolis, telling them about Alexis' death and sharing his frustrations about the outcome of the case. Williams, who would like to see more inspections of day-care centers and a Web site that lists complaints against facilities, explains his ultimate goal is to prevent any other family from going through what he and his wife have endured.

It's the same goal he has in mind with filing the lawsuit.

"I know nothing will bring Alexis back," he said of his only child. "But I certainly won't sit by and let things continue as they are."

Karin Grunden can be reached at (812) 231-4214 or karin.grunden@tribstar.com.
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	Tuesday (Letters)
October 29, 2002

Prosecutor should rethink decision
My thanks to Jamie Frey for her letter to Readers' Forum on Oct. 13 concerning the death of young Alexis Williams.

I question Prosecutor Bob Wright's decision to drop the matter of her death due to "insufficient evidence."

Why would those in control of child abuse ever let this woman open another facility after her abuse history as late as 1996?

Why didn't you listen to those children's account on that last day, which seemed to be a common punishment she practiced and admitted doing?

Are we to believe that people in responsible positions do not remember child abuse that occurred as late as 1996?

Alexis was my great granddaughter, and on behalf of the many people whose lives she touched, I beg you, as prosecutor, to rethink and act to make sure this "child care" person is never allowed to touch another little one.

I have been asked why Alexis was taken out of their area for care. After her mother made a job change, a closer center would definitely have been more convenient. They chose not to disrupt her life by changing to another facility as they felt she would be happier where she was already acquainted with her surroundings. Ironic, isn't it?

To any parent -- before leaving your precious little ones with a provider, investigate and feel secure they will be given the loving care any child needs and deserves. In this instance, it obviously wouldn't have helped as recorded evidence was erased or "lost."

Unless you have lived through a nightmare such as this -- you just don't know the unbearable grief.

-- Ramona Clark

Prairie Creek
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Outrageous decision on day care provider
After reading your article regarding the death of little Alexis Williams at a child care facility, I am truly outraged. As a parent, you search for a child care provider you can trust, and you assume that if they are licensed by the state to care for children that they have clean records, and you would never even imagine that they had been previously fired for possible child abuse!

I would like to know why it was possible for this woman involved to obtain a license. Why are these providers not looked at carefully? After all, they are responsible for society's most precious members, our kids. Some may say it is up to the parent to do this research on their child care provider (although in this case, that would not have helped because the files from her previous child abuse case were "lost"). But doesn't it seem logical that we would assume this would be done by the state before the person is licensed? And if it is not done, then what is the point of even getting a license?

The article stated that Alexis had a bruise on her back, and the children at the day care reported seeing Ms. Scott "squishing" Alexis. Does that not mean anything? We tell our children to tell an adult if they witness abuse or are being abused, but these kids did just that, and it doesn't matter, no one believes them. What kind of example does that set for them?

This woman was fired in 1996 for alleged abuse. Now a child dies in her day care, there are witnesses who say that she was holding the child down, the child has a bruise on her back, and NOTHING happens to her?

Oh, except she doesn't get to renew her license, the one that doesn't mean anything anyway. She admitted to holding the child down with her leg. If that isn't abusive, I don't know what is. How much more evidence do you need? What kind of connections does this woman have? Her 1996 file seems to have been "lost" and now there is no "evidence" that she hurt this other little girl?

How many children have to be hurt by one person before something is done about it? The fact that no charges are being filed against this woman, not even abuse or negligence, is an insult to parents who take their children to day care each day, and to day care providers who do give quality care to our children.

-- Jaime M. Frey
Terre Haute
http://www.tribstar.com/articles/2002/10/13/news/export25675.txt





	Day-care provider focus of earlier probe
Scott investigated six years before girl's death

By Karin Grunden/Tribune-Star

August 10, 2002

A Terre Haute day-care provider who lost her state-issued license after a 2-year-old died in her care this year was the focus of an earlier child abuse investigation at another facility, records show.

Although she was fired in 1996 from the former Terre Haute Day Nursery as a result of alleged batteries against two 4-year-old boys, Courtenay Scott was not charged with any crime in connection with those allegations, according to state and local records.

The former Terre Haute Day Nursery was located in the 700 block of Elm Street.

Police reports suggest that the prosecutor's office lost the case files involving Scott and that a detective at the time taped over statements made by the suspects and victims in the battery investigation. The case was closed in October 1997.

Scott is now accused of using "inappropriate physical discipline in her child care home which resulted in a fatality" in May, according to a letter from the state agency that revoked her child care license in July. She has until Monday to appeal, a state spokeswoman said.

Alexis S. Williams, 2, was found unresponsive May 22 after nap time at Courtney's Kids Corner in Terre Haute, a center Scott has run at the corner of Walnut and 18th streets.

Police are still investigating Williams' death.

The mother of one of the boys Scott was alleged to have battered in 1996 finds the situation disturbing. She believes if authorities had taken the proper measures in the previous investigation, that Williams would not be dead.

"It's just sickening," said the woman, whose name was withheld for family privacy concerns.

Scott, who has not been charged with any crime in connection with Williams' death, could not be reached for comment Friday. Repeated messages were left on an answering machine at a residence listed for her in a city directory, and the phone rang unanswered at the day-care.

Police records from 1996 show two parents filed reports alleging that Scott had battered their children while working at the Terre Haute Day Nursery.

One woman told police in November of that year that witnesses saw Scott and another woman strike her child and several other children on the face and buttocks for crying excessively.

The mother also reported that witnesses saw Scott and the other woman using their legs to restrain the children on sleeping cots in an effort to keeping them lying down during quiet time, the report indicates.

Another mother told police that her son had been physically abused while attending the Terre Haute Day Nursery. She provided Scott's name, as well as a second woman's identity, as the suspects in the case. Both women had been terminated from the child care facility before the police investigation, according to a police report from December 1996.

Police records show the case was investigated and turned over to Chief Deputy Prosecutor Jim Walker in late December 1996. According to one police report, Walker wanted to review the case with Bob Wright, who began as prosecutor in January 1997.

Ten months later, Walker told a city police detective that there would be no charges filed and that the case reports had been lost.

In addition, one of the detectives working the case wrote that he had reused the audio tapes from the case, recording over statements made by the victims and suspects. The statements "cannot be recovered," according to a report dated Oct. 21, 1997. A day earlier, another detective had asked for the case to be closed, police records show.

Current city police Assistant Chief Jerry Arney said Friday that it was typical for detectives to reuse audio tapes at that time.

However, "It's not normal," to record over statements from a case that had not yet been closed, he said.

Neither Walker nor Wright recalled the 1996 investigation when detectives brought it to their attention after Williams' death, both men said.

"I don't even know for a fact that the prosecutor's office ever received it," Wright said, explaining he wouldn't have been prosecutor at the time of the investigation.

From the information he's recently been told about the case, there probably was not strong enough evidence for charges to be filed, Wright said.

Both Walker and Wright said that even if the 1996 case reports were misplaced -- which would be unusual -- police should have had additional copies of the files. Arney agreed, explaining that typically extra copies of the case file are kept by the detective and the Police Department's records office.

And while the original police reports naming Scott as a battery suspect still exist, at least one document -- a four-page letter from a witness about the alleged abuse -- was destroyed after police closed the investigation, computer records at the Police Department show.

Despite the new allegations made by state investigators, the old case cannot be prosecuted. The statute of limitations is two years for misdemeanors and five years for felonies, Walker said.

In the Williams case, police are still trying to establish how the child died.

Investigators are awaiting lab results and are in the process of consulting with Indianapolis physicians, including a pathologist who remembered a similar case, authorities said Friday.

"We don't even know if there's a crime yet," Arney said.


http://www.tribstar.com/articles/2002/08/10/news/export7652.txt





	Child's death jeopardizes day care's license bid
Letter from state agency cites 'inappropriate' discipline

By Peter Ciancone/Tribune-Star

July 13, 2002

A letter from a state agency claims Vigo County social workers determined that a 2-year-old died in a Terre Haute day-care from "inappropriate, physical discipline."

Alexis S. Williams, 2, died at the center May 22.

The letter dated July 12 and sent to Courtenay Scott, owner of Courtenay's Kids Corner Daycare on the corner of 18th and Walnut streets, informs Scott that the state recommends her annual application for a day-care license be denied.

The Indiana Family and Social Services Administration, Division of Family and Children, Bureau of Child Development, sent the letter, a copy of which was obtained by the Tribune-Star.

"The Vigo County Office of Family and Children substantiated child abuse and neglect against you which resulted in the death of a child in your licensed child care home," the letter states. "The Vigo County Office of Family and Children has determined that Ms. Scott used inappropriate, physical discipline, in her child care home which resulted in a fatality."

Scott has not been arrested or charged with any crime. Police are investigating the girl's death, said Prosecutor Bob Wright.

An autopsy performed May 23 did not indicate foul play in Williams' death. She showed no external marks that would have indicated abuse, said Capt. Rick Erney of the Terre Haute Police Department.

Officials from state and county agencies could not be reached for comment about the details of their investigation.

Wright said he did not believe the state's denial of license would have any bearing on the investigation.

"[The Vigo County Office of Family and Children has] a completely different standard of proof," he said. "It was strictly a licensing decision."

Scott could not be reached for comment.

The denial of license would not prevent her from operating a child care facility for fewer than six children, not including children for whom the provider is a parent, stepparent, guardian, custodian or other relative. Scott is provided several avenues for appeal of the decision in the letter.
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