The writing of John Irving is greatly influenced by Charles Dickens as they both use abundantly the symbolism and play with names. The cider house rules is a perfect example of Irving’s novel which is inspired by Dickens’ work. The orphans and the sense of belonging are the main preoccupations of this novel. Many important characters are neglected when the book is adapted into a motion picture. The movie “The Cider House Rules”, along with John Irving, the author of the original book, as screenwriter, alters many themes of the book. The movie represents Homer, the protagonist, as the hero of their life rather than the contrary idea presented in the book. In order to illustrate this point, the situation of Homer Wells is changed, Dr Larch’s personality is modified and the presence of Melony is omitted
The book suggests that one’s past influences his future; the movie takes this idea but modifies the content of the book. Homer Wells now becomes the hero of his life by the several changes made in the movie. In the movie, Homer is aware of his heart defect, therefore he takes care of himself instead of receiving care from the others. In the book, Wally offers Homer the opportunity to leave St-Clouds and Homer decides to go because Dr. Larch and the nurses encourage him to see other places; Homer is unsatisfied of his life, but he is not going to make any move unless somebody tells him to do so. Yet in the movie, Homer voluntarily asks Wally to bring him somewhere else. Homer chooses himself to leave St-Clouds with Wally to start a new life, even though he does not know where to go. His choice proves his willing to be master of his life. Another difference between the adaptation and the book is that Homer works in the orchard for Wally’s family rather of being adapted by them. Work represents the beginning of Homer’s adulthood and also his financial and social independence. All the changes in the setting suggest that Homer is capable to lead his life on his own well.    
Adults are always examples for children, whether they are good or bad. Wilbur Larch’s is considered as the father of Homer Wells, therefore his personality and his living way have great influences on Homer. The several changes of Larch’s personality foreshadow the changes of Homer. In the book, Dr. Larch has difficulty while dealing with sexual problems. He mentally refuses all sexual relationships. His problem makes him unable to educate Homer on the emotional field, which will eventually make Homer incapable of managing his feelings. In the movie, Larch is more emotional and he feels comfortable with the relationship between Nurse Edna and himself as his bad sexual experience is omitted. Dr. Larch’s changes suggest that Homer also has a different view on people’s relation in the movie. As Larch becomes more at ease with feelings, Homer will also become adequate while dealing with his relationship with Candy, which constitutes a major factor of the success of his life. 
Beside Dr. Larch, many other characters also influences the way how Homer becomes himself, such as Melony. In the movie, Melony is replaced by the composite character Mary Agnes. This change is basically due to the length limit of the movie. The absence of Melony causes a big change in terms of the subplot and the themes. In the book, Melony is the one who tries to inculcate rebel ideas to Homer, but she is also the only one who notices that Homer can not be the hero of his life. Melony’s function in the novel is not the antagonist, but the contrast of Homer Wells. She finds her identity in the society and lives her life on her own well, while Homer is controlled by his life. The replacement of Melony by Mary Agnes keeps this contrast but the role of the characters changes. In the movie, Homer becomes the one who is the hero of his life and Mary Agnes takes Homer’s position in the book, she is never able to get out from the orphanage and live her own life. Another consequence of the absence of Melony is that it erases the irresponsibility of Homer. In the book, Homer breaks the promise between Melony and him as he leaves St-Clouds. However, without the presence of Melony in the movie, Homer does not have a promise to keep, therefore he 
The adjustment of Homer and Wilbur Larch’s personality and the absence of Melony affect the message that the movie brings. In the adaptation, John Irving makes the protagonist more alike to David Copperfield who becomes the hero of his life. The movie “the cider house rules” conveys a totally different idea than the original book does, but it still gives many interesting reflection on people’s life. This movie demonstrates how we need to struggle before we really find where we belong.
