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TIIE BAILIFF: All rise. Circuit Court
in and for Pinellas County is now in session with
the Honorable George W. Greer, circuit court
judge, presiding. Be seated.

THE COURT: Good morning. Is the
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MS. CAMPBELL: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Introduce these at counsel
table.

MR. FELOS: George Felos, Felos and
Felos PA.

MS. FELOS: Constance Felos, from the
firm of Felos and Felos, PA. This is the
petitioner, Michael Schiavo.

MS. CAMPEELL: Pam Campbgll here
representing Mr. and Mrs. Schindler, the parents
of Theresa Schiavo and respondent, Bob Schindler,
tather. My legal assistant, Theresa, and Mrs.

Schindler, the mother.

THE COURT: Opening statements?
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to swear in witnesses now and invoke the rule of
witnesses?

THE COURT: 1I'll swear the witnesses in
as they take the stand. The Court does not inveoke
the rule. Do vyou wish to invcke the rule?

MR. FELOS: We wish to invoke the rule.

THE COURT: Aside from the parties, 1is
there anyone present that is a witness or intends
to be a witness in thig case?

MS. CAMPEELL: Yegz, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 8Sir, the rule has been
invoked, which is a rule of sequestration. What
that means is that the only time you can be
present in court is when you are testifying. From
Lhis point forward, you are not to discusg your
testimeny with anybody or the facts of this case
with anyone other than the lawyers, Ms. Campbell
or Mr. Felog -- you can talk to them -- but other
than that, you are not to discuss the case with
anyone.

So the bailiff will show you where you
can stay, if you are called to testify. Counsel,
be so kind as to advise your other witnesses Lhal
the rule has been invoked. Very well. Mr, Felos?

MR. FELOS: Thank you, Your Honor.
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Your Henor, in this case there are no winners.
Whatever the outcome of this case, everyone has
lost. A little less than ten years ago, February
1990, a beautiful vivacious young woman's heart
stopped beating. Her brain was deprived of oxygen
and since that time she's existed in a permanent
vegetative state, whereas her parents have agreed
in the pleadings, it's an irreversible, profoundly
debilitating cecndition.

On that day close to ten years ago, my
client, Mr. Schiavo, lost the wife he knew. Her
parents lost their dreams and hopes of a full life
with their daughter and her aihlings, and friends
lost a shining presence in their lives. So in
this case, there is no final judgment order,
decree, that can ever bring Theresa Schiavo back.

If this Court grants the petition and
permits Theresa Schiavo's artificial life support
to be removed, all the parties will have to suffer
the agony of watching a beloved one die, even
though it is my client's belief and wish that is
what his wife wanted. If this Court -does rnot
grant the petition, Theresa Schiavo's body will be
maintained in this condition, perhaps for decades,

and there is-no-vietory or win in that for anyone.
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Catholics at the time. She meets Michael in
community college in the Philadelphia area. They
fell in love. They married. They lived there
from, as a married couple, from 1584 to 1986.

They met in 1982. They had a family oriented life
in Philadelphia, both with Michael and Theresza's
family.

They moved tc Florida in 1986. She
worked for Prudential Insurance and he worked in
food service management as a restaurant manager,
assistant restaurant manager, working nights. You
will also hear evidence that Theresa cnce had a
weight problem. Was heavy in her early adulthood
and lost a significant amount of weight. You will
hear evidence that Theresa wanted to become
pregnant. Wanted to have a family. Was under a
doctor's care to become pregnant, and while under
that doctor's care, developed a potassium
imbalance which caused her heart to stop beating,
which caused the incideunl in guestion.

You will hear much evidence as to how

Mr. Schiavo cared for his wife. Fought for his
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wife. Fought to get experimental treatment for
hig wife. Raiged fundes for his wife to go out to
California and have electrical implants to try tc
stimulate her brain. Engaged in fund raisers.
How he stayed with her for day and night for

periods of years. How he has been termed, as he

L T S - B ] ] 1

level of care that most other patients would not
have received.

You will hear evidence how he hired a
private aide over a Z-year period to take Theresa
out to museums, hairdressers, beauty makeovers, to
try to stimulate her in some hope that she may
improve or may revive. You will alsc hear
evidence from physicians, Your Honor, that there
is no hope of recovery for Theresa. That she is
in a permanent vegetative condition.

You will also hear doctor's evidence
that the process of removal of a feeding tube and
the death process involved there takes seven to
ten days. That a patient does not starve to
death. A patient guickly develope an electrolyte
imbalance which causes death within a short time,

and that death as a result of this process is not




10

11

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

painfuli.

You will hear disputed evidence as to
the cognition of Theresa Schiavo. I am sure you
will hear evidence by the respondent that they
believe Theresa is aware ol Lheir presence.
However, it is important for the Court to remember
that that is really a non issue in this case. The
major issue in this case is what Terri's intent
was.

And we will pregent testimeny from Mr.
Schiavo and his brother and sister-in-law as to
conversations Theresga Schiavo had with them in
which ehe stated that if she had te be dependent
on the care of others, she would not want to live
that way. She would rather die. Also, if she was
in that condition, she would not want to be kept
alive or maintained artificially. Her wishes were
not contingent upon being totally unconscious or
vegetative, but broadly expressed in that way. So
although there may be dispute in.this case as to
whether Theresa has asome awareness of her
surroundings, minimal awareness, it really is a
non issue in terms of her expression of intent.

There may be some evidence that while

Theresa was living with her parents, she may have




g
R 1 made comments about the Karen Ann Quinlan case.
2 We beliewve that the Court will not find that
3 evidence particularly credible, and certainly if
4 it 1s, contrary to her later statements, would
5 have been a change of posgsition for Theresa.
6 You will also receive testimony, Your
7 Honor, from some experts. ©One will be an expert
8 witness testifying as to the doctrine and policies
9 of the Catholic church regarding artificial life
10 support. That testimony will show that the
11 request of the petitioner in this case is highly
12 censistent with the teachings of the Catheolic
13 faith.
. 14 You will also hear evidence from an
15 cxpert in American's attitudes and expressions
16 concerning end of life care, who will also testify
17 that the manner of expression, the manner in which
18 Theresa expressed her wishes, is very consistent
i-.
201 statements are made as a catalyst to a particular |
21 event and illness of a relative; watching a movie
. s -ii T e tmre pae eraer  —
24 customarily made.
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testimony regarding the relationship between the
parties, the petitioner and respondents, which was
a good relationship and a supportive relationship
until the malpractice award was given in this
case.  You will hear evidence that in 1992 a
verdict was issued in a medical malpractice case
brought on Theresa's behalf and Theresa, the
guardianship estate, netted over $700,000 and that
Mr. Schiavo netted approximately $300,000 in a
loss of consortium awaxd.

You will hear evidence -- you will hear
testimony from the respondents that there was an
alleged agreement between Mr. Schiavo and the
respondents that he would sgplit his loss of
consortium award with them. You will hear
testimony from Mr. Schiave that that was not the
case. You will hear testimony that the
regpondents were in significant financial
difficulties at that time and were upset that they
didn't receive a portion of Mr. Schiavo's award.

You will hear testimony of basically an
unfortunate falling apart of that relationship and
also testimony that shorlly alfter that falling
apart, the respondents filed a suit in this court

to remcve Mxr. Schiave as Therega's guardian
g

10
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alleging that he was in a relationship with
another woman, that he was not caring for her
medically, and that he had a financial conflict of
interest. You will hear testimony that that suit
was dismissed with prejudice by the respondents.

There will be testimony that three years
after Theresa's incident, yes, Mr. Schiavo did
have a relationship and is in a relaticnship
currently. You will hear testimony that, vyes, Mr.
Schiavo wants to have a family in the future. He
wants to be a father in the future. 2nd you will
also hear that that doesn't mean that he doesn't
love Terri and will alwaya love Terri and wants
what's best for her.

You will hear testimony that it's always
been the respondents' wish for Mr. Schiavo to move
on with his life, and Mr. and Mrs. Schindler take
over the guardianship and take over the care of
Terri. You will hear testimony regarding the
Schindlers' beliefs concerning medical treatment
and their wishes concerning Terri. Terri's
medical treatment. Some of that evidence, which-
may be disturbing.

You will hear testimony that the

Schindlers, if in-Terri's condition, would want

11
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12
all possible medical treatment to keep them alive

at all costs, even if they were permanently
unceonscious. You will hear testimony that they
would choose chemotherapy. They would choose, 1if
they developed gangrene, they would choose to have
their limbs amputated to remain in a permanent
vegetative condition.

You will alsc hear testimony from
Theresa's father that if Terri needed open heart
surgery, he would choose to have open heart
surgery performed on her rather than have her die.
You will hear testimony from her father that if
Theresa developed gangrene and limbg needed to be
amputated, he would choose to have that for his
daughter. You will also hear testimony,

Your Honor, that those beliefs and intents have
nothing to do with being Catholic or part of the
Catholic faith.

You will hear -- I am sure you will hear
testimony in this case about the guardianship
estate, and vyes, if Theresa Schiavo dies at this
time and the petition is granted, Mr. Schiavo will
inherit thcose funds of Theresa's Schiava's
intestate. You will hear testimony that Mr. and

Mrg. Schindler also, if the petition is denied and
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1 Mr. Schiavo does remarry, will be Theresa's

2 intestate heirs and will inherit.

3 At the end of the evidence, the Court I

4 believe will conclude that Mr. Schiave is not
——'];-F— S T TR0 Vot £ o W il 7 T e —————
— * :

7 interests of his wife. You will also hear |

8 evidence regarding the time period that has

] elapsed since Terri's incident and the reguest to

10 remove the feeding tube. It has been ten years,

11 and the argument has been made and was made by the

12 guardian ad litem's report that is in the file

) 12 that that gomehow affectg Mr. Schiavo's

14 credibility.

15 The Court will hear evidence for the

16 first four years or so that Mr. Schiave

17 aggressively, aggressively treated or tried to

18 seek treatment for Terri in the hope of recovery.

18 Despite doctor's advice there was no hope, he did

20 not give up hope. And I believe the evidence will

21 show he can't be faulted for tryving as hard as he

22 did to help his wife in the hope of recovery.

23 In 18%4, at the suggestion of his

24 doctors, the Court will hear that Mr. Schiavo made

25 a decigion not to treat an infection, which would
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have resulted in Terri's death. In response to
that, Your Honor, the evidencelwill gehow that Mr.
and Mrs. Schindler amended their petition to
remove Mr. Schiavo as guardian, alleging he was
not treating the infection and alleging that
constituted an abuse of Terri,.

The evidence will ghow that at that
time, my client was emotionally unable to proceed.
After making a decision not to treat an infection,
he was attacked for it and not emotionally abhle to
proceed with the remcval of the feeding tube.

That about a year later, he started to take steps
to do that which hag resulted in this petition.

The Court will, as part of the evidence
in this case, review the report of the guardian ad
litem and also the suggestion of bias filed in
response. The Court will alsoc hear tegtimony that
the guardian ad litem at the time he issued his
report had one piece of evidence regarding Terri's
intent and that was the statements relaved to him
by Mr. Schiavo. You will hear the guardian ad
litem testify that had he known of the statements
of Mr. Schiavo'sz brother and sister-in-law, that
his conclusions may very well have been

different.

14
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You will also hear testimony regarding
Lhe guardian ad litewm of his persconal feelings
regarding removal of feeding tubes. The guardian
ad litem has been very candid, and the evidence
will show, personally, he has great difficulty
with placing removal of artificial provision of
sustenance as medical treatment, which ig the law
in Florida.

You will hear testimony of the guardian
ad litem to the effect that he believes patients
should not have the right, although the Supreme
Court of Florida has given the patient the right
to cease food and water, in his belief that should
not be the case and the patient should not have
that right. We will argue to the Court that may
have affected the close call, and I use the words
of the guardian ad litem, the clcse call he made
in his report.

We believe at the conclusion of the case
the Court will find clear and convincing evidence
that Theresa Schiavo would not want to be kept
alive in this condition and would want the feeding
tube removed. Also, if it's necessary [or the
Court's determination, we believe the Court will

find the removal of the feeding tube is in Theresa

15
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Schiavo's best interest. I say, if necessary,
Your Honor.

Obviously, the primary question before
the Court is Theresa's intent. If the Court does
not find clear and convincing intent, which we
believe the Court will do, but if that should
occur, we intend to argue to the Courl that the
Court doeg have the authority, absent clear and
cenvincing evidence of intent under a best
interest test, to grant the petition.

Your Honor, in closging here, while the
petitioner agrees that life is sacred and should
be preserved, he alsc believes, and we will
suggest to the Court, that neither the law, nor
Therecsa's religion, cor moral dictates would
require that life be artificially preserved at all
costs. Thank vyou.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Felos.

Me. Campbell.

MS. CAMPBELL: Mr. Felos has already
very eloquently and accurately set forth a lot of
the history in this case going over the dates and
timeg of the teatimony dictated here in the next
week. Our differences where we come is as to what

the Court will find and also the credibility of

lée
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- 1 the witnesses.
2 Mr. Felosgs has his witneggeg that will
3 tell what Ms. Terri Schiavo's wishes would be
4 regarding the feeding tube. You will also hear
5 from our side of it. On our sgide, you will hear
6 from a long childhood friend of Terri's. You will
7 also hear from a co-worker that was more closely
8 related to Terri close to the time of the incident
5 of the accident, which was February of 1990.
i0 You will hear a lot of medical testimony
11 concerning the persistent vegetative state that
12 Theresa Schiavo currently exists in. We do not
13 doubt she's in a permanent vegetative state.
14 However, a lot goeg to the cognitive activity and
15 brain activity of Theresa Schiave. In reading
16 through some of the medical records, you will hear
17 testimony about her no recognition. However, you
18 will hear testimony from our side there is
- S e w2 ON [ po—— G oo 900 @y C e WUIn— Saglp
“U lhere 18 a videotape we would like for
21 the Court to see, very brief, that is a videotape
pomala— — —
v
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case, he will be testifying. The guardian ad
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litem was appointed to investigate and make a
report to this Court, which he did, which the
court file contains a copy of his report.

Mr. Pearse thoroughly investigated the
whole case and interviewed various withesses; met
with people at the nursing home staff; saw
different physgicians; and came to the ultimate
conclugion that the feeding tube should be
maintained. It's our position here that the
guiding case for the court in setting precedence
is the Estele Browning case, which sets forth that
clear and convincing evidence should be
egtablished of the patient's wisghes, and that if
it's oral evidence, that the petitioner would bear
the burden of showing this was by clear and
convincing evidence.

We do not believe, as the guardian ad
litem also found, that the evidence you will hear
igs credible. We have contradictory evidence that
will show in fact that it is not credible as to
what her wishes her. You will also hear from her
long time childhood friend that when the Karen Ann
Quinlan cese was being discussed in conversations
between Terri Schiavo and this long childhood

friend regarding the Karen Ann Quinlan case, which

ig
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we believe ultimately sets forth Terr
it would be in the situation she ie i
she would not ultimately choose to be
situation she is in, but the circumst
faces, that Theresa Schiavo would wan
her feeding tube,

As a public policy statemen
believe the Court is firmly held to r
conflict of interest of Michael Schia
financial situation that would rest i
intestate estate. There is case law
that which we will be arguing in our
argument that we believe firmly sets
conflict of interest. Thank you and
this week.

THE COURT: Call vour first

MR. FELOS: Thank you, Your
Mr. Schiavo.

THE COURT: Call your first

MR. FELOS: Thank you, Your

Mr. SBchiavo.

1's beliefs,

n one that
in the

anceg she

t to maintain

L, we also
eview the

vo and the

n the
precedent to
closing
forth this

good luck for

witness.

Honor, Call

witness.

Honor. Call

(THEREUPON, THE WITNESS WAS SWORN ON OATH RY

THE COURT.)
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for the record, please.

A My name is Michael Schiavo. My addresas
is 2807 Marie Court, Clearwater, Florida.

Q What is your date of birth?

A 4-3-63.

Q Mr. Schiavo, how are you employed at
this time?

A I work for Morton Plant/Mease
Countryside Hospital as a respiratory therapist.

Q Please tell the Court what vour
employment background is.

A 1 worked for Morton Plant/Mease ever
since I became a respiratory therapist five years
ago.

0 Before that?

A I worked for various amounts of
restaurants. Right before I got into medical, I
worked for Agostino's Restaurant.

Q Um-hmm.

A Prior to that, I worked [ur the
Columbia. And prior to that, I worked for the

Breckenridge Hotel.

e == 2020202020000 @ 0000
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0 Tell the Court, please, what your
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year-and-a-half in the Philadelphia area. BEucks
County Community Collegs, starting, I believe, in
1983, Don't hold me to the cdates. I'm not good
with dates. I went to 3t. Pete Junior College. I
received a certificate for my EMT license.

Q What is that?

A Emergency Medical Technician. 1 went
back to school and received an AS degree in
respiratory therapy and back to back received my
SA in nursing. I just took my beoards and passed

last week.

Q Where did you grow up, Mr. Schiavo?

A Levittown, Pennsylvania. Suburb of
Philadelphia.

Q Tell us about your family background.

Are your parents alive? Do you have brothers and
sisters?

A I have four older brothers. My mother
is deceased. It will be three years in July. My
father is estill alive living here in Florida.

0 Did you have a relationship with any of

yvour grandparents?
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. 1 A Yes. I did. All my grandparents.
1 P i A | i ]Vl P e a1 ek
| .
4 A Yes. My father's mother.
5 0 How did that come about?
6 A She had a heart attack. Pricr to that,
7 she had copen heart ten years pricr to that. She
8 had a heart attack. She ended up on a ventilator,
9 which was against her wishes. She had a living
10 will in place. A DNR in placc.
11 The doctors did intubate her. My family
12 showed up. It was told to the doctor this was not
13 her wishes. Her living will and DNR was shown to
14 the doctor, I believe, and the ventilator was
15 removed.
16 Q Where were you and Terri living when
17 your grandmother died?
.18 A Here in Florida. St. Pete Beach.
19 Q Did ycu attend the funeral?
20 A Yes., We did. We flew up.
21 Q Did Terri know or have a.relationship
22 with your grandmother?
23 A She had a close relationship with wy
24 grandmother.
25 Q Do you recall any conversations at the
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1 funeral, the funeral luncheon after that,
J

4 . I vaguely remember a conversation that

5 happened, but my brother, Scott, had the

6 conversation. He would know better ahout the

7 conversation.

8 Q Is there anyone in your family that has

9 a particular reputation for having a good memory?
10 A My brother, Scott. We always Lease hiim
11 about having the mind of an elephant.

12 Q Please tell me how you and Terri met?

13 A At Bucks County Community College in cne
14 of our classes. I can't remember which class it
15 was.

16 Q Tell us a little about your ccurtship

17 with Terri.

18 A Terri and I dated approximately about a
19 year. We did the usual things. Family parties.
20 Moviegs. We went to dinner z lot. We were engaged
21 probably about a year into our relationship. We
22 were engaged for a year befors we got married.

23 Q When did you and Terri marry?
24 A November 10, 1984.
25 Q Where did that occur?
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In Huntingdon Valley, PA.
Ig that a suburb?
Suburb of Philadelphia.

Describe for us Terri's perscnality.

R O N O R

She was a very outspcken person. She
believed in what she believed in. But on the
other hand, she had a heart of gold. Somebody
that was sweet. Very personable. You would meet
her and just be charmed with her. Somebody -- to
me, she was everything.

Q Before you met -- when you met Terri,
what was her weight?

A Approximately 155 pounds.

0O Before you met Terri, had she been
heavier?

A Yes. She was in her early childhood.

Q Did ghe lcse any weight during the

course of your marriage?

A Terri lost weight throughout the course
of our marriage. Yes. She did.
0 I would like to show you, Mr. Schiavo,

Petitioner's Exhibit Number One and Number Two
marked for identificetion and ask you L[ you can
identify what those are, please.

A This young lady right here is Terri.

24
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That is her sister, Suzanne. This is when they
used to go away to -- I forget. They used to stay
at a hotel every year. This is Terri in Florida,
I believe. Actually on our honeymoon. This is
lterri and I. This is a good picture of her. This
is Terri right before we left for Florida. This
is Terri right here at her brother's graduation.

0 In Petitioner'g Exhikit Number One, wase

that the weight of Terri approximately at the time

you married her?

y: The bottom picture? No.

Q The top picture?

A The top plicture, yes.

Q In Petitioner's Exhibit Number Two, is

that Terri's approximate weight during your
marriage?
A Yes.
MR, FELCS: Your Honor, we move to
introduce these photos intc evidence.
THE COURT: Is there an objection?
MS. CAMPBELL: N¢ objcction, ¥Your Honor.
THE COURT: 8o received.
(THEREUPON, PETITIONER'S EXHIBITS NUMBERS 1 &
2 WERE RECEIVED IN EVIDENCE.)

Q (By Mr. Felos) Now that the Court has

25




had the benefit to see the photographs, I'd like

26

two pictures are?

A The bottom picature here was Terri at a

younger age. This is on a family wvacation. To
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was cur honeymoon.

Q Okay. Now Petitioner's Exhibil Number
Two, can you explain when approximately these
pictures were taken, and where, starting with the
upper left?

A The upper left, that is Terri and I
cutside of ocur apartment at Thunder RBay. I don't
know the approximate year of that. Date. To the
right of that is & party thrown for us about a
week before we left for Florida. That is my
mother.with her back toward vou. My brother and
sister-in-law,

Down on the bottom on the left with the
truck leasing, that is her brother's graduation.
That is Terri in.the white. That is her sister in
the black. To the right of that, that is a

picture at Disney World. I believe that is -- I
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1 don't know the approximate date on that one.
AT (VY e — ey T, MR of ¢ ol
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4 the back with the red suit. That is approximately

5 about 83ix or so months prior to her accident.

6 Q Did you notice that Terri was losing

7 weight during the course of the marriage?

8 A Yes. I did.

o] Q To your knowledge, while living with

10 Terri, did you know whelLher or nol she ever had an
11 eating disorder such as anorexia or bulimia?

12 A I did not. No. There was speculation
1.3 made to that, but there was nothing ever proven in
14 court as to that diagnosis.

15 Q Cnce you were married, tell us the type
15 cf things that Terri and you liked to do together.
17 A After we are were married, I did work a
18 lot. I worked a lot of nights. Cn the days off
19 that I did have, we would go to the movies. Spent
20 a lot of time with her parents. We would go out
21 to dinner a lot. Spend time at home.

22 Q Were you in love with your wife?

23 A I was deeply in love with my wife and I
24 still am.

25 Q How long did you live in Philadelphia
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4 for Florida in 1986,
5 Q Did you and Terri sociazlize with any of
6 your family members?
" — - b > 1
S
“1,, i
3 We went to adult parties. Kids' parties.
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at that time?

A I'm sorry?

Q Where did your parents and siblings live
al that timez

A My parents lived in Levittown,
Pennsylvania. My brother, one brother in Trevose,
Pennsylvania. One brother lived in Fairless
Hills. One brother lived in Philadelphia. One
brother was not married yvet. Kind of lived with
my parents and had his own place for a while.

Q Was that all in the greater Philadelphia
area?

A Yes.

Q Was Terri particularly close to any of
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your brothers or sister-in-laws?

A Terri was very close with my brothers.
Especially my sister-in-laws and especizlly my
sister-in-law, Joan. They were best friends.

Q At that time, how would vyou describe

your relationship with Terri's parents and family

L e T2 el e PL ™. 7 - A7 .- oA
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She was very close with her brother, Bobby. She

was not g0 close with her sister, Suzanne.

o id Terri have any close friends in
particular in the Philadelphia area?

A She had a very closge friend, Sue Cobb.
She had other acquaintances. Other friends.

Q Why ig it that you and Terri decided to
move to Florida?

A We were over the cold. We wanted
something new.

Q After you and Terri were married, but
before you moved to Florida, di¢ you ever take any

trips here?

A Yes. We did. I remember one
egpecially.
Q What was particularly special about that

trip?
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A That is before we left her grandmother
was gravely 1ll.

Q Um-hmm. Did Terri have any concerns
abcut taking the trip to Florida given her
grandmother's condition?

A She was very concerned. She did not

want to leave her grandmother. She was pretty i1l

at the time. 8he was in the hosgpital in intensive
care.

0 Do you know why she decided to take the
trip?

A Her mother told us to go.

Q Did Lhe subjecl of Terri's grandmolLher

-- by the way, did vou fly, drive, or take the

train?
A We took a train.
Q Did the subject of Terri's grandmother

come up at all during that train trip?

A Yes. It did. We were taking the train
trip. We are gitting there. Terri was reading a
bool. 8She put the book down and looked at mec.
She says, "I'm kind of concerned about leaving.™
I told her, "Your mom said to go." She says,
"Well, I'm concerned about my grandmother. What

if she dies? Who is going to take care of my

30
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uncle?" She says, "If I ever have to be a burden
Lo anybedy, I don't want to live like that.®

Q You made reference -- did you say
anything in response to that?

A I told her that -- I told her that she
sheuld remember that for me, toco.

Q Do you know why Terri made a reference
to her uncle in connection with her grandmother's
illness?

A Years prior, her uncle was in a severe
caxr accident. He was depressed because his wife
and child were killed in a car accident. They
were hit by a train coming home from the mall. He
became, as what Terri says, severely depressed.
Had a few drinks one night. Went out. On the
drive home, he hit a tree. He ended up in a comma
for a few weeks.

When he came out of his comma, he was
pretty much severely handicapped. Had a lot of
impediments. Had to live with his mother.

Q Did ~- regarding Terri's uncle, did vyou

ever meet him?

A Yeg. I did.
0 You observed his condition?
A Yes.

31
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1 Q Did you observe any infirmities in the
3 e le?
4 righé arm was paralyzed, I believe. He had a
5 severe limp. He used a cane. He had slurred
6 speech. Difficulty. He had toc sit for long
7 periods. He could nct get up and move around a
8 lot. Difficulty in thought processes, I believe.
9 That he could not process his thoughts quick
10 encugh with his angwers.
11 0 Again, why was Terri concerned about her
12 uncle because cf her grandmother?
13 :\ Because he lived with the grandmother
14 and she basically helped take care of him.
15 Q After -- by the way, after the
16 conversaticon on the train, what happened to
17 Terri's grandmother?
18 A She died while we were here in Florida.
19 Q Michael, did you have any other
290 conversations at all with Terri about removal of
21 life support?
22 A Yes. I did.
23 Q Tell us about those, please.
24 A Terri and I would be home. We would be
25 watching TV. You know, a documentary would come
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on. It would depict ycu know adults, children
that are being sustained and kept alive by parents
at home. People that had to be on ventilators.
People getting tube feedings. Medications
throughout. 1IVs.

She made the comment to me that she
would never want to ke like that. Don't ever keep
her alive on anything artificial. She did not
want tc live like that. I looked at her and I
said dc the same for me.

Q Do you recall how many conversations
like that you had with Terri in response to a TV
program or documentary?

A It was two, two or three times.

Q When you moved tCo Florida, when you

first moved to Florida, where did you live?

A We lived in the Schindler's condominium.
Q How long did ycu live there?

A Appreximately a year.

Q Did you pay rent?

A We paid rent when we could. The

Schindlers were gracious enough to let us slide
when we had to. Terri was not working at the
time.

0 Okay. Then after living in Mr. and Mrs.
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34
Schindler's condo, where did you live?

A We moved to Thunder Bay apartments on
4th Street.
Q 5t. Petersburg?

A St. Petershurg.

Q Tell us a little bit about the logistics
of your life down here in Lerus of schedule. You
salid Terri did not work initially. Did she
eventually find employment?

A Terri did not work initially. T started
work at Olga's Kitchen as a manager. Terri did
not work for a while. About four months. She
previously worked at Prudential up north, and she
went to Prudential here and they hired her on as a
transfer. That is where she stayed.

Q Was that Prudential Securities?

Prudential Insurance?

A Prudential Insurance.

Q Did Terri work days or nights?

A Days.

Q What were your hours?

A My hours usually were 4:00 to close.

3:00 to close.
Q Clesing ig?

A Sometimes midnight. Sometimas 11:00.
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Sometimes I was home at 1:00 in the morning.

Q How did Terri feel about you working all
those nights?

A She was not particularly thrilled with
it, but she knew I had to do that.

0 Did the two of you -- did Terri have any
particularly close friends at Prudential?

A She had acquaintances. She had
friends. I would not say they were close.

Q Dié the two of you have any close mutual
friends here in Flcrida?

A We did not have nmutual friends. We had
Aacmiaintances we hoth knew. We did not have any
close mutual friends.

) Did Terri's parents move to Florida at
some time?

A I believe it was a year later after
Terri and I moved here.

Q After the Schindlers moved to Florida,
but before Terri's medical accident, how would you
describe the relationship yvou and Terri had with
Mr. and Mrs. Schindler?

A I'm sorry. Repeat that question.

Q Once the Schindlers moved to Florida,

how would you describe the relationship vou and

35
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1 Terri had with her parents down here? Did you see
F N e R YL v w
4 than I did. 1In my own opinion, I thought we were
5 prettv olace.
T —

7 little about Terri's religious practice from the
8 time you knew her. Well, do you know what faith
9 Terri was brought up?

10 y-\ Terri was brought up Catholic.

11 Q During the time that you knew Terri or
12 let's say from the time you were married, how

13 often would Terri go to mass?

14 A I'm sorry. Repeat that for me, Georage.

15 Q How often would Terri go te mass?

185 A Not wvery often. Once every few months.

17 0 Did you go with her?

i8 A Yes. I did.

18 0 Every time?

20 A Yes, I did.

21 Q Did Terri ever receive communion when

22 she attended mass? |

23 b No. She did not.

24 Q Did Terri ever participate in the

sacrament of confession?




e 1 A No. She did not. >
2 ) Did you and Terri evexr consider having a
3 family?
4 A Yes. We did.
5 Q What was -- what were your feelings
6 about that and Terri's feelings?
7 A Terri adored children. She wanted
8 children desparately, as I did,
9 Q Was there a time when the two of you
10 actually decided to gtart a family?
11 A Yes. It was -- we decided to wait about
12 five years before we really wanted to start a
13 family. It was probably the beginning of 1989 we
- 14 started, I believe.
15 0 Did Terri ever became prognant?
16 A No. She did not.
17 Q What was the difficulty?
18 A Terri was not receiving her period.
duvite O LreaLment regardlng your desire to have
21 children?

L - o L — .

The gynecologist was Dr. Egel.
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Q Did Dr. Egel --

A Egel. E-g-e-1.

Q What time pericd was Terri consulting
with Dr. Egel in an effort tc become pregnant?

A 1 believe starting in the beginning of
1289.

Q How long did her -- how long did she go
to Dr. Fgel?

y:y For a period of about a year.

Q Michael, tell me what occcurred on
February 25, 1690.

A I got home late from work that night. I
came in the house. Terri woke up. She heard me.
I gave her a kiss good night. She gave me a kiss
good night. A few hours later, I was getting out
of bed for some reason and I heard this rthud. So
I ran out into the hall and I found Terri on the
floor. I knelt down next to her and I turned her
over because she sort of fell on her face. On her
stomach and face.

I turned her over going, "Terri, Terri.
You okay?" She kind of had this gurgling noise.
I laid her down and ran over and called 911. I
was hysterical. I called 911. I called her

brother, who lived.in the same complex as we did.

38
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- 1 I ran back to Terri. She was not moving. I held

2 her in my arms until her brother got there. I

3 rocked her. I didn't know what to do. I was

4 hysterical. It was a horrible moment.

5 Q Do you know how long it was before the

6 paramedics came?

e L Ty —

N

9 A I moved away. Her brcther was sitting
10 in the kitchen arocund the corner. I moved away

11 and they started working on Terri. They put the
12 leads on. I heard them scay she is flat line.

13 Start CPR. I am standing there going what is

14 happening here? Why is this happening? Why isn't
15 her heart beating? I was just a mess. I wds

is hysterical.

17 Q Where did the paramedics take her?

18 A To Humana Northside, St. Pete.

19 Q Did you ride with the paramedics?

20 A Yes. I did.
21 Q What is Terri's condition as a result of
22 the incident that occurred on February 25, 1990°?
23 A She's in a chronic vegetative astate
24 anoxic encephalopathy due to cardiac arrest.
25 Q For those of us who did not go to school




in medicine --

A Lack of oxygen because her heart was not

10
11
12
13
14
15
18
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

pumping to her brain.

Can
No.
Can
No.
Can
No.
Sit
No.
Can

No.

No.
Can
No.
Can
No.
Can
No.
Can
No.

Can
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No.

Terri run?

Terri walk?

Terri stand on her own?
She can't.

on her ownz

She can't.

Terri turn over?

She can't.

Does gshe talk?

ghe eat?

she drink?

She can't.

she swallow?

she go the bathroom?

she brush her teeth?
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Q Can Terri clip her fingernails?

Al as
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No.
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Q How are all those activities done for
Terri?
A I have her in a nursing home. The

facility employees do all that for her. she has
to be intubated by one person. She wears a diaper
which has to be cleaned, and you know, whether she
has a BM, they have tc change the diaper. (Clean
her. She has her period, which is at times
extremely heavy and mesey. They have to clean
her. They have tc do her hair. Her teeth. They
have to do total care for Terri.

She can't turn. They have tc come in
every two hours and turn her. They have to place
her in a chair. They have to put the side rails
up on the chair to hold her in place.

Q Is there a neck support on the chair?
A Concave headrest more of. Her head fits
inte the support.

o] In addition to the total care Terri has
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received, I would like you to tell the Court some
of the additional medical problems Terri has had.

A Terri has had numerous, numerous urinary

e} What is that?

A Bone infection that was caused by a
pressure sore.
Q Hag Terri ever had to be hospitalized

because of the urinary tract infections?

A Yes, she has. Numerous amounts of time
for that.

Q For the removal of her toe?

A Yes.

Q Go on.

A She has kidney stones. 8he had her
gallbladder removed.

0 Did that require hospitalization?

A Yes. It did.

Q She had vaginitis. She had pelvic
inflammatory diseaée. She had I believe two D and
Cs.

Q Did the pelvic inflammatory disease, or
D and Cs, require hospitalization?

A Iwenly-four hour admits.
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Q What respiratory problems?

A Ipper congestion. She can't contynl her
gag. When she fills up, she has to be constantly
suctioned down her nose or in the back of her
throat. She was put on some aerosol medications
that helped dry and relieve the congestion. She
has to be watched at those points because shs
can't control her gag and she will choke.

Q Has Terri been hospitalized due to

respiratory infections?

A Yes,

Q Go on, please.

A I lost my train of thought.

Q Did Terri ever suffer seizures?

A Yes. She's suffered sgeizures. She

makes constant muscle twitching. She has severe
contractures of the hands, the elbows, the knees,
the feet. Hexr foot drop is to the point where --
Q What is a foot drop?
A FoolL drop is where your foot drops and
sticks intc a certain spot. Her feet are

basically lower than hexr leg, when she sticks it
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- 1 out. She's had a couple cysts removed off her
2 neck. Numerous amounts of things. I'm tryving to
3 think. She has a food tube that has been infected
4 a few times that she had to be taken to the doctor
5 to remove.
& Q Gastronomy tube?
PR et TIEN Ty 1O T hdee T e
9 in between is starting to break down. She's had,
10 she has constant diarrhea which leads to
11 dehydration which leads toc --
12 Q Has she ever peen hosptialized for
13 dehydration or diarrhea?
14 A She has in the pagt. This previous
15 dehydration she gstayed in the nursing home.
16 Q Michael, you have spent more time with
17 Terri and have seen Terri more often than anyone
18 since her incident. Have you ever seen any
19 voluntary or volitional response on her part in
20 all Lhese years?
21 A I have not.
22 @) Does Terri, does Terri emit any noises?
23 Does her face move? Her head?
24 A Terri will moan, but it-'s not to
25 anything. We could -- I could be sitting next to
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- 1 her and she will start to moan. Her eyes will
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4 into this spasm where she will hyperflex her neck
5 and will make these noises.

6 She will move her, I shouldn't say --

7 her arms move to where it locks like it is

8 tightening up and she is almost gitting in like a
5 praying mantis position. I have never ever seen
10 Terri have any voluntary movement or follow

11 through with any commands.

12 0 Doeg Terri have tears at times?

13 A I have ncticed she had a tear or two,

) 14 but to me it was after she would kind of take a
15 big deep breath. Almost looks like a yawn, and
16 her eyes would tear.

17 Q Have you ever seen Terri laugh cr smile?

18 A I have not seen Terri laugh or smile.

19 She makes a moaning noise and her mouth opens up

20 kind of, but I would not call that a smile.

21 Q Do you know of any treatment method or

22 drug or thing that can be done which will improve

22 Terri's condition?

24 A No, I don't.

25 Q Has any doctor informed you there is any
_—
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order to try to improve Terri's condition?
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10 states. He was placing a stimulator inside their
11 brain in hopes that that would stimulate the

12 Aormant cells that were not actually dead yet. i
13 took her there. J‘
14 The doctor was Hoshibushi (phonetic).
15 He was doing experimental surgery. The protocol
16 was one month. There was no improvement from

17 that. I brought Terri back. T hired a private
18 aide.

19 Q Let me backtrack. When was it that you
20 brought Terri to California? Do you recall?

21 A I believe '91. '92.

22 Q Thal was before the medical malpractice
23 award?
24 A Yes. It was.

25 Q How did you come by the funds in order
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to send Texrri to Callifornia?
A We were on the news. I sold hot dogs on

St. Pete Beach. 8cld pretzels. The association

[ = ___- e m

ralsed some money to get her out there.

Q Did vou go to California with Terri?

A Yes. I did.

Q You mentioned that stimulators were put
into Terri. Where were they put into Terri?

A Into her brain. Right on top of the

gray matter, which is the top part of your brain.

Q How were they -- were these electric
stimulators?
A It looked like your hand and had wires

that came out at a certain point of your brain.
It was electrodes in the back. I don't want to
say electrodes. I don't know what it was called.
Placed here that the wires ran off of. Ran down
the aide of her neck and would go inteo her chest .
It looked like a pacemaker. They turn off and on
at that peint.

0 An external device?

A Right.

Q You menticned when you came back you

47




10
11
12
13
14
15
14
17
18
18
20
21
22
23
24

25

48
hired a private aide?

A Yes. I did.

Q Tell me why you did that.

A To continue to stimulate Terri. I
wanted to make sure she was dreseed in everday
clothes. I had Diane take her to museums. I had
Diane make sure when I was nct there that she was
taken her for walks. I had Diane take hexr to
museums. To beauty makeovers. I made Terri's
hair done the way she did it. wMakeup on.

Earrings. Necklaces.

Q Were any of these efforts successful,
Mike?

A No. They were not.

Q Have you ever received any opinion from

any doctor or physician to the effect that Terri
has any mental ability?

A No. I have not.

Q Any opinion from any doctor or physician
that she has any cognitive skill or cognitive
interaction with her environment?

A No. I have not.

Q I would like to cutline with you Terri's

care after the accident. You mentioned that she

went: to Humana Northside?
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A Yes. B8She did.

0 How long was she in Humana Northside?
y: Approximately two-and-a-half months.
Q Was she in the ICU?

A Yes. She was. I spent the first

sixteen days and nights there. Never left her.

] Wmanm AT A rmea alnameD

most of the times, ocut in the waiting room on the

chairs,

Q After those first sixteen days, did
you -- how often did you see Terri at Humana
Northside?

A I came every day.

0 Where did Terri go after Humana
Northzide?

A She went to College Harbor.

o What type of facility is that?

A Skilled nursing.

] How long did you see Terri al College
Harbor?

A I saw Terri every day.

Q How much time did you spend?

A I went in the morning. ILeft in the

evening. Spent 8, 10, 12 hours a day.
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Q After College Harbor, where did Terri
go?

A She went to Bayfront --

Q Um-hmm.

A -- Medical Center under the care of
Dr. Baras.

Q What was the purpose of Bayfront?

A She had 90 days of skilled rehab.

] Was there any problem in getting the
ingurance moncy for Bayfront?

A Yes. There was. I had to actually
fight the insurance company for that.

Q What type of rehabilitation was given to
Terri at Bayfront?

A Aggressive rehabilitation. They also
got to take the trach out. Remove the trach.

0 When you say rehabilitaticn, is that
chysical therapy?

A Physical, occupational. 8pecial
therapists worked with her.

Q Other than removing the trach, was
there any improvement in Terri's condition?

A No. There was not.

o) How often did you see Terri at Bayfront?

A I was there evary day.

50
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- 1 Q Where did Terri go after Bayfront?
2 A She went to my home.
3 Q How long was Terri at home?

I did 8 percent of it. My

n-low Aid haln M Fathar-in-iaw
- [
8 basicallﬁ did not do much at all.
9 Q Were your in-laws living with you at
10 that time?
11 A Yes. They were.
12 Q Why 1is ic you said she was home for
13 aboutt fcocur months? Why didn't she stay home
14 longer than that?
15 A Becausge Terri needs total care. Tt 1is a
16 lot of work. We could not afford nurses. I could
17 net do it by myself. My mother-in-law was afraid
18 tc have her there. My father-in-law was concerned
19 about that,
20 Q Did your mother-in-law express why she
21 wag afraid?
22 A In case something happened to Terri that
23 she didn't know how to do.
24 Q After Terri was at home, where did she
25 go’
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A She went back to Ceollege Harbor.

Q How long was she there?

A She was there for a couple cf weeks.

Q How often did you see her at College
Harbor?

A Every day.
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Q Where were you in California for this
experimental treatment?
A We went to the University of California

at &san trancisco Hospital.

Q How long were you there?
A At the hospital, itself, we were there
about a week. For the rehab portion, we were

there about a month. A little over a month and a
week.

Q How often did you see Terri in the
hospital in the rehab in California?

A At the hospilLal, I stayed in her rcom 24
hours a day. I slept in a cot next to her. At
the rehab center, I was there every_day with hgr.
Merning, ncon, and night.

Q When you came home from California,

where did Terri go?
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1 A She came home with ug, with me, for a
2 couple of weeks.
3 Q Who took care of her at home?
4 A I did, plus we were able to, since we
r—g 5 gzl Fhe monnsy fyvae dilae Fraed semdmmens seem o ob o
i a
s
7 us.
8 Q After Terri was at home a short time,
9 after that where did she go?
10 A Bradenton Medical Rehab.
11 Q What type of institution is Mediplex
12 (phonetic) ?
13 A Mediplex deale mainly with brain
14 injury, strokes, anything that has to do with the
15 brain.
16 0 How long was Terri at Mediplex in
17 Bradenton?
18 A Approximately three months.
19 Q Why did Terri leave Mediplex?
20 A Because the doctors informed us there
21 was nothing more they can do for Terri and we had
22 to find a facility te put her in or take her home.
23 Q How often did you see Terri at Mediplex
24 in Bradenton?
25 A Every day.
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Q Where did Terri go after Mediplex?

A Sahal Palms.
Q Where is that located?
A In Largo, I believe.

0 At Sabal Palmg, did you have any
conflicts or disputes with the nursing home
regarding Terri's care?

A Yes. I did. I had many conflicts and
disputes. They had a lot of agency nurses on the
floor and they did not have enocugh staff. Terri
was getting the wrong medications. Terri was
laying in her dirty diaper for hours and hours cn
end. Many grievances. She was not getting her
shower. Her teeth were not getting done. Her
medication teo her mouth wae not put on. When she
had the osteomyelitis, it was not cleaned properly
after the hospitalization.

They did not have enough CNAs on the
floor to care for the people and the amount of
care Lhal was needed for certain people.

G What did you do to make sure that those
deficiencies did not affect Terri's care?

A I went through the grievance policy that
they give to the family members when there is a

problem.
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— 1 Q What were those?
3 = = j 8 B e 0
[r—_ -
| 4 Nurses would read them and supposedly they would
5 fix them. And they would write you a little
6 letter back, and most of the time nothing was done
7 because they did not have enough staff to handle
8 the probklems.
S 0 Were you a particularly popular person
10 with the nursing home administration?
11 A No. I was not.
12 Q At some point, did the nursing home take
L 13 some sgort of legal action against you?
14 A Yes. They did.
15 Q Tell us about that, please.
16 A They basically tried to have me
17 restrained from the nursing home.
18 Q What was -- how did that play out,
19 Mr. Schiavo?
20 A It kind of coincided with the
21 Schindler's petition.
22 Q Was the nursing home successful?
23 A They were nolL.
24 Q Did the court appeint a guardian ad
25 litem to investigate the nursing home charges?
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A Yes. He did.

MR. FRTONS: Your Honor, we, at the
status conference last week, agreed to take
judicial notice of the prior matters in the file,
but for convenience, I would like to introduce
into evidence Petitioner's Exhibit Number Three
which are certain pleadings and documents [rom
pricr proceedings.

THE COURT: 1Is there an objection?

MS. CAMPBELL: No, Your Hcnor.

THE COURT: Thank you. They will be
received as Petitioner's Number Three.

(THEREUPON, PETITIONER'S EXHIBIT 3 WAS
RECEIVED IN EVIDENCE.)

0 (By Mr. Felog) Mr. Schiavo, I would
like you to read a paragraph from the report of
John Pacaric, (phonetiec). Report of the guardian
ad litem. This is the paragraph that starte on
the bottom of Page 2 of the report and ends on top
of Page 3.

A The guardian of the person, Michael

Schiavo, is reported by everyone interviewed to be




attentive to the pleas of his wife. He is at the
nursing home on almost a daily basis. He is
constantly reviewing the ward's chart at the
nursging home and not hesitant to point out errcrs
and omigsiong in the care of his wife. There are

reported incidents of the guardian yelling and
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Although I have concluded Mr. Schiavo is

a nursing home administrator's nightmare, I

believe that the ward gets care and attention from
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family member of another regident at Sabal Palms
reporte that hie relative receives lesoo care as a
result of the staff spending so much time with

Mrs. Schiavo.

Q How often did you see Terri at Sabal
Palms?

A Every day at 3Sabal Palms.

0 How long was she there?r

A Approximately two years, I want to say.

Q How long would yvou see har?

A Um, 8, 10 hours a day.

Q Did you have a dispute with Mr. and Mrs.
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Schindler at Sabal Palms Nurging Home in February
of 19937

A Yes. I did.

Q Describe, please, what happened at Sabal
Palms on February 14, 12893,

A February 14th I was in Theresa's room.
I had the door closed. I was studying for some
nomework I had. The Schindlers came into the room
and they went over and said hello to Theresa. The
firet worde out of my father-in-law's mouth was
how much money he was going to get. I was, what
do you mean? Well, you owe me money.

I said to him to stop everything. I
gsaid I did not receive any money. I gave it all
to Terri. He then, in turn, pointed at Terrl and
gsaid how much money is she going to give me. I
said to him you need to talk to the guardian of
the property. I'm not that person. With that, he
call me a few choice words, went out and slammed
the door.

With those words, I followed him and my
mother-in-law stepped in the way. She started.
saying this is my daughter, our daughter, and we
deserve some of that money.

Q Mr. Schiaveo, do yvou know what money
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Mr. Schindler was talking about?

A He was talking about the award that I
received.
Q Approximately how much did you receive

net in your loss of consortium award?

A Approximately 300,000.
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A The malpractice?

Q Yes,

A Um.

Q Does November '92 sound right to you?

A Yes.

Q How much in funds did Terri receive net?

A I think she netted 700,000.

Q Wno was sued?

A The doctors were. Doctor Egel and
Power.

0 The gynecologist Terri was seeing to

become pregnanlL?
A Right, And the family doctor.
Q Was Mr. Schindler aware of the
malpractice proceeding?
A Yes.

Q He attended the trial?
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A Yes.

Q Do you know whether or not he was there
the day the verdict was entered? |

A Yeg. He was‘there with pencil and
paper. Hec wrote the verdict amounls down to the
point that he was so upset that he thought the
judge did not calculate right. He could not go to
work the next day.

Q Did Mr. Schindler ever tell you why he
thought he was entitled tc a portion of your loss
of consortium award?

A Because it was his daughter and he
degerved it.

Q Did you ever say to Mr. and Mrs.
Schindler that you would split with them your loss
cf conscortium award or pay them any portion of it?

A No. I did not.

Q I think you testified that you told
Mr. Schindler that you gave your money away?

A Yes. I did.

Q Was that a correct statemant?

A No. It was not.

Q Why did you say this?

A Just basically to shut him up because he

Wag screaming.
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3 discussion of lawsuits or lawyers?
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6 were clenched. He got in my face. Said he's

7 coming down on me. Coing to get on this

8 guardianship and he was going to get a lawyer.

5 Q AL any time have you tcld Mr. or Mrs.
10 Schindler that they could not come to the nursing
11 home or wvisit Terri?

12 A No. I did not.

13 0 Did vou ever tell the nursing home not
14 to give the Schindlers information on Terri's

15 medical condition?

1s A At one point, vyes.

17 Q Why did you do that?

18 A When Terri was in the hospital for, I
19 believe a urinary tract -~ no. I forget what she
20 was in the hosgpital for. It wass for some

21 hospitalization. And the Schindlers never showed
22 up or even called about her care.

23 Q Did you change your position about

24 giving the Schindlers access to medical

25

information?
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1 A Yes. I did.

2 0 Locking back on it, was that a moment

3 that you are proud of?

4 A No. I was not. It was done. It was

5 emotions running. I was angry.

5 Q Back then in 1993, that was still three
7 vears after Terri's incident, how were you doing

8 emotionally? How were you taking it?

9 A I'm sorry. Repeat that, Gecrge.
10 Q Back in 19923, how well were you coping
11 emotionally with what happened to Terri? How were
12 you doing?

13 A T don't know how I was doing it. I was
14 an emotional wreck. I was seeing a
15 psychiatrist, A psychologist, I should say. I
16 had a lot of unanswered guestions of why.

17 Q Did you ever tell your in-laws that

18 Terri would be better off dead than coming out of
19 her coma?
20 A No. I did not, sir.

21 Q Did you ever have a conversation or make
22 a statement about her coming out of the coma?
23 A I made a mention to Mr. Schindler one
24 day out in the hall. I szaid, this was after
e — = -
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condition, I said to him maybe it was in Terri's
hegt interests. It wag not fecasibkble to come out
and find out you are going to be a quadraplegic
and you can't walk anymore.

Q On what basis did you believe she would

be a quadraplegic?
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9 Q How has her (gsic) relaticnship been with
190 Mr. and Mrs. Schindler since the February '93
11 incident?
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A I have not spoken to them since, except
through trials or --

0 Have they spoken to you?

A No. They have not., I did, on one
occasion when Terri had her gallbladder removéd,:I
did on one occasion when the mother called the
nursing home, I tried to talk to her and she
refused to talk to me.

Q Did Mr. Schindler ever follow up on his
threat to get a lawyer?

A Yes. He did.

Q I believe a petition was filed in July
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the Court to do?

A That I wae not taking carc of Terri. I
was seeing cother pecple. And that I was in
conflict due to her money that if Terri died I
would inherit it.

Q Mr. Schiavo, since Terri's incident, did

.
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A Yes. I did.

0 When did that occur? ‘$MW

A Approximately five years after the W
incident. I don't know the exact dates.

Q How long did that relationship last?

A Approximately eight months.

o] Did Mr. and Mrs. 8chindler koow about
it?

A Yes. They did. Mr. Schindler wanted me

to do it. He condoned it, along with Mrs.
Schindler. They met the person I was seeing.
Q Do you éurrently have an intimate
relationship with a wﬁman? -
A Yes. I do,

0 How long have you known hex?

¢
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A Five-and-a-half vears.

Q Would you like to have a family
sometime?

A Very much so.

Q Because you're involved, becaunse you

have a relationship with scmeocne else, does that

£5

QO Michael, deces your petitisn have
anything to do with Terri's money at all?

A No. It does not.

Q How was the lawsuit the Schindler's
brought against you disposed of?

A They dismissed thelr case with brejudice
as long as I would not seek attorney's fees.

Q AL some point in time, did you move

Terri from Sabal Palms Nursing Center?

A Yes, I did.

Q Where did Terri move to?

A Palm Garden, Largo.

Q Is that where she is currently staying?
A Yes. It is.

Q When did that occur?

A 1996, I believe.




Q How often did you -- how often do you
see Terri at Palm Garden in Largo?

A Currently?

Q Yes,

A Cnce or twice a week.

Q What do you do? How long do you stay?
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usually get there when Olga is bringing her out of
the shower. Help lift her. Get her dremsed.
Usually biow dry her hair. Dry her hands off.
Put her pads in her hands. Usually check over her

skin. Make sure she does not have any tears or

whatever.

0 Do you still buy Terri's clothes for
her?

A Yes.

Q Do you still help dress Terri?

A Yes. Make sure she has her haircut

appointment. Do her wash. Make sure all her
needs are met.

Q By the way, Mr. Schiavo, all the times
that Terri has been heospitalized, how many tines
would you say Terri has been hospitalized?

A Hospitalized?




1 Q For the various medical prcblemg you o
2 testified to before.

3 A Twenty times.

4 Q Has she ever been in the hospital one

5 day when you were not there?

6 A No. She has not.

i
10 Q What ia the logistics, mechanism of
11 getting Terri to the doctor?
12 A Depending on what the problem is, prior
_ 13 we used to have to put her in SunStar ambulance .
~ 14 Now she basically is transported by wheelchair
15 transport,
16 Q In those hundred or so doctor visits,
17 has there ever been a doctor visit for Terri where
18 you have not been there with her?
12 A No. There has not. I was there for
20 every one of them.
21 Q Was there a point in Terri's care where
22 you came to the decision that she should not be
23 madicallxy Femnbod £ o R -
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A I believe it was in '94. 93, '94,
Q When did -- tell me how that came abour?
A I took Terri to the doctors for =a

1 - ot — P—

have a "Do Not Resuscitate" order in place.

A 1 was emotional, but I felt it was what
Terri would want.

Q Did you bring up the subject of the DNR
crder, not treating the infection, first?

A No. The doctor did.

Q Did you make a decision to implement,
ingtitute, a Do Not Resuscitate order and Do Not
Treat The Infection?

A Yes. I did.

0 What would have been the medical
consequences of not treating that infection?

A Terrli -~ the infection would basically
turn into a septic-type infection throughout her
body. It would naturally shut down her organs.

A painless proceaga.
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all upset. Telling me it was against the law to
do something like that.

Q How did -- did Mr. and Mrs. Schindler do
anything in response to your decision not to treat
the infecticon?

A They amended their original petition
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Q Didn't they accuse you of abusing Terri
by not treating the infection?

a Yes. They did.

Q Did you back off of the decision at
that time?

A Yes. I did. I had the nursing home, I
had the petition, and my emotions were running.
So I backed way off.

o) Back then in, I believe it was March of
1994, the Schindler's amended their petition in
regarding the decision not to treat. At that
time, why didn't you pursue removal of the feeding
tube?

A Because at that time my emotions were

running. T couldn't -- I was ready tc do the
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natural thing. I was not ready to pull the

feeding tube at that time.

Q Even though you knew Terri wanted it?

A Yes.

o] Why were vou not able?

A It was -- I was not ready for that yet.
Q The Schindlers dismissed their petition

with prejudice in September of 1995 and this
petition wag filed in 19 -- your current petition
to remove artificiael life support was filed in May
of 1988 (sic). Why did you wait two-and-a-half
years to file the petition?

A I did not wait. I met you in the
bgginning of71996{ I believe. I was talking to

ancther attorney.

—

Q Well, okay. I have to caution you not
to testify as to any communication you might have
with your attorney because of attorney/client
privilege. Let me ask it this way. Did you seek
to put into motion your decision to remove the
feeding tube before the petition was filed in May
of 1988 (sic)?

THE COURT: You keep saving '88.

MR. FELOS: '98. Thank you,
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Q (By Mr. Felos) When did you make the

decision and start putting it in motion?

A In 1995. End of 19%5.

Q Mr. Schiave, 1 would like to show you
Petiticner's Exhibit Number Four for
identification and ask you if you can identify
what those are.

A This is an affidavit from Dr. Gambone.

I believe it explains Terri's condition.

0 Affidavit of Dr. Gambone and affidavit
of --

A I'm sorry. James Barnhill.

0 And?

A Dr. Kamp.

MR. FELOS: Your Honor, I move to
introduce these into evidence as Petiticner's
Exhibit Number Four.

THE COURT: Is there an objection?

MS. CAMPBELL: No objection.

. THR COTTRT . Thanls araas Mhmar eed 3T Lo oo
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that occur?

A 1897. July.

Q Did that experience at all affect your
decision to bring this petition?

A My mcther gave me a gift when she was
dying. We stopped her feeding because that is
what she wanted, and her medications. She gave me
that gift that it was okay to die.

) Mr. Schiavo, why have you filed this
petition? Why are you asking the Court for
permission to remove Terri's feeding tube?

A Because that is what Terri wanted, and
it's my responsibililLy because I love her so much
to follow out what she wanted,

MR. FELOS: Thank you. No further
guestions.

THE COURT: Why don't we take a short
break. Five minutes ought to be enoucgh to stretch
and use the facilities and get back.

THE BAILIFF: All rise. Court stands in
recess.

(THEREUPCN, A RECESS WAS HAD FROM 10:40 -
10:50 A.M.)

MR. FELOS: Your Honor, may I step out

and find co-counsel?
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THE COURT: Yesg, sir.

THE BAILIFF: CircuilL court is back in
session.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. FELOS: May we approach a moment?

(THEREUPON, THE FOLLOWING PROCEEDINGS WERE
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requests that the proceedings not be recorded by
the media, and he believesg that it weuld impair
the privacy rights of the ward and we make that
request.

TEE COURT: What is the legal basis for
that? Is there any authority for keeping the
media out of here?

MR. FELOS: I have not researched the
issue, Your Honor. I have no case to Dresent.

THE COURT: The bases are juvenile
proceedings are private and they cannot be in
those, but they can be outside the court. It's
interesting they can take --

MR. FELOS: There is some precedent in
the guardianchip statute. There is a provision

for the court to be closed in incompetency
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THE COURT: Incompetency proceedings.

And I have g0 ruled the media had no right to
those files or proceedings. This is different.
Do you kunow of any authority?

MS. CAMPBELL: I don't know of any.
While I'd like to see it agreed to, I don't know
of any legal authority that we could, becauge I
don't think there is anything under Chapter 119.

THE COURT: BAbsent authority, I don't
know how I can ask them to leave. If you would
like to take an additional recess and see if you
can prcvail upon them, I'm willing Lo do that, but
I don't know of any legal authority for them to
nct be here.

MR. FELOS: Then I say let's procead, if
that is the ruling of the Court.

THE COURT: Thank you.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MS. CAMPRELL:

0 Good morning, Mr. Schiave. As you
recall, I am Pam Campbell. I represent Mr. and
Mrg. Schindlerx.

A Good morning.

Q The relationship that you currently

have, the lady's name, is it Jody Sintonsay




p
kkkkkk 1 (phonetic) ?
2 A Yes.
3 Q Could you describe that relationship for
4 me ?
5 A We are boyfriend/girlfriend. We live
6 together.
7 Q Would you consider her your fiancee?
8 A I would consider her -- vyes. Yes.
9 Q Has she ever been so noticed as anything
10 in writing in the newspaper as your [iancee?
11 A Yes.
12 ] You and she own z housge together; is
13 that correct?
) 14 A Yes.
15 Q Can you recall going on the train tip
16 incident that you referred to with Mr. Felos, can
17 can you recall the time frame when you and Terri
18 were coming on the train to Florida?
19 A What do vou mean the time frame?
20 Q When was that?
21 A I believe it was in '86.
22 o 15867
23 A Yeah. '86. I'm not good with dates and
24 times, like I told you before.
- | a- I S
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3

A I don't recall the month. It was the
month that her grandmother passed away.

Q You were married November of '847
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in St. Petersburg for a honeymocn right after
that?

A Correct.

Q Then in '85, the spring of '85, did you

come back to St. Petersburg for a vacation?

A Did we come back?

Q A plane trip?

A I don't believe so. I don't recall
that.

Q After Terri's accident, which was

February 1990, were you employed at that time?
A After 'Terri's accident? Yes. I was.
Q Shortly after the accident, didn't you

stop working at Agostino's?

A Yea .
Q When did you then become reemployed?
A I went back to Agostino's for a month or

so. I worked part-time for them. They were under
new ownership so -- and that went belly up. Then

I just -- I didn't work. I went back to school in

%—igﬁﬂaﬁ"‘“ﬂ_“ T —————————————————
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1 '93, I believe.
2 Q And you began your employment wilh
3 Morton Plant in 19967
4 A Correct.
5 Q So basically from the beginning of 1990
6 until 1996 you were unemployed; is that correct?
Eﬁ"_—l \iqln ———
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9 raisers that you testified to previocusly. Can you
10 tell me about some of the details of the fund
11 raiserg?
12 A We sold hot dogs, or I sold hot dogs on
13 St. Petersburg Beach. We sold pretzels at the
h 14 Publix. We had a Valentine's Day dance for her
15 with the association. The associalion T believe,
16 around Christmas, they put a luminary -- you buy
17 the bag in Terri's name. They did that on St.
18 Pete Beach to help raise money.
19 Q Where were all those funds that vou were
20 raising, where were they being maintained?
21 A At First Union Rank.
22 Q Did she work for Prudential at the time?
23 A Yeg.
24 Q Did the Prudential employees get
25 together and have a fund ragier?
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1 A I don't recall. I don't remember that.
2 [FEEETEEEEN SR s
nas P
4 A Yes. I said I was on the news.
5 O About how much meoney did all those
6 different fund raisers raise?
7 A Probably close to about 20,000. I'm not
8 sure. You would have to check en the old
9 reccrds.
10 0 Did you also receive a payment, pay-out,
11 from Prudential from insurance proceeds that Terri
12 was entitled to?
) 13 A It was her life insurance, yeg, that she
14 was entitled to.
15 Q How much was that?
le A 10,000.
17 Q Did you also receive Terri's sccial
18 security checks during that time frame?
19 A No. Terri could not get social gecurity
20 because she was still receiving her payment from
21 worlk.
22 Q Did you receive any SSI from Terri?
23 A No.
24 Q Did you move to Florida from
25 Philadelphia in April 19867




h 1 A That sounds correct. 7
2 0 And you lived in the Schindlers' condn?
3 A Yes. We did.
4 Q How much rent were you paying at the
5 time?
3 A I don't recall.
7 Q About 3400 a month?
8 A Sounds correct. Yeah.
9 Q Now you testified previously that
10 afterwards you moved to Thunder Bay. Isn't it
11 CLrue that you moved to McGregor Place?
12 A Tes. Yes. I'm sorry. I forgot about
13 that one.

B 14 Q You moved to McGregor Place in September
15 1989; is that correct?
16 A I don't remember the date.
17 o If you could bear with me and listen to
18 the time frame. I believe you testified that you
19 moved into the Schindlers' condo in April of '8¢
20 and than metred o MafMoncn . bt IPNDUR,
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1 in there and moved arcund. The accident happened
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4 A I just remembered it. I don't

5 remember.

6 Q Months?

7 A It was a few months. Yeah.

8 Q How long did you live in Thunder Bay

9 prior to Terri's accident?
10 A Eight months, I believe. I'u not sure.
11 0 During that entire time that you were
12 living in the Schindlers' condo, from '86 uﬁtil

7 13 sometime in '89, were you payving rent consistently

14 during that time?
15 A NO. We were not.
16 MR. FELOS: Objection. I believe that
17 is a mischaracterization of his testimony. He
18 didn't testify that he lived in the Schindler's
19 condo from '86 to 1980,
20 THE COURT: 1I'll overrule the
21 objection. I think there is enough in there to
22 allow that kind of question.
23 TIIE WITNESS: I'm sorry. Repeat the
24 question.
25 Q (By Ms. Campbell) Did you pay rent to
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A No. They were gracious and let us slide

A couple monthe when we could not afford it.

Q Just a few months?
A I don't remember how many months, ma'am.
Q Did the Schindlers assist you in moving

from Philadelphia to st. Petersburg?

A No. I don't recall.

Q Did they contribute $900 for your moving
expenses?

A I don't recall that.

Q When you moved from the Schindlers:®

condo, is it your testimony then that you moved
from the Schindlers' eondo to McGregor Place?

A That would have to be. Yeah.

o] When you moved from the condo to
McGregor Place, did the Schindlers loan you money
at that time to secure a new apartment?

A I don't recall.

Q Right after Terri's accidant, wasn't
Mrs. Schindler right there by yourwside helping
with Terri each step of the way?

A Not all the time. No.
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1 close in trying to assist Terri? .
2 A My mother-in-law and I were close. Yes.

3 Q In February of 1991, a year after the

4 accident, didn't you, the three of you, live

5 together?

9 Q With the hopes that Terri would then

10 ultimately come hcome and live there with you?
11 A Yes.,
12 Q At that time, were you sharing in the
13 expenses, you and the Schindlers?

N 14 A Which home are you speaking of?
15 Q IMemosita in Del Mar?
16 A That home was in my name. I was paying
17 half the rent. Mr. and Mrs. Schindler and their
18 daughter were paying the other half.
15 Q Other expenses that you shared, Florida
20 Power, telephone bill, they were shared as well?
21 A Yes.
22 0 You were in the larger home with hopes
23 ] that Terri would. bhe nshla s ~men -3 -
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not with the hopes that Terri could live with us.

Because we only rented the place.

Q Was there a reason why it was in, the
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A Because Mr. and Mrs. Schindler went
bankrupt and they could not get credit.

Q But ycu all shared the home equally?

A Mr. and Mrs. Schindier and Suzanne and
myself.
Q Was there a time then in that you moved

from that house to another house with the

Schindlers?
A No.
Q When vou were degcribing the different

places where Terri went, from Northeide to
Bayfront and to the Mediplex, College Harbor,
would Mrs. Schindler go with you to those
individual facilities to visit Terri?
A She went. Yes. But aot all the time.
Q The time Terri was home living in the
home with you, Mzrs. Schindler lived there, too?
A Yes.
Q Did she assist you in taking care of

Terri during that time frame?
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o 1 A Yes. She did.
2 Q The incident then that happened, the
3 disagreement in Terri's room in February of 1993
4 between you and Mr. and Mrs. Schindler, to that
5 time frame, was it shortly thereafter that yaou
6 decided to withhold medical information from the
a_
|| 8 ) believe it was.
10 Q Do you recall then how long it was then
11 until you started allowing the Schindlers to learn
12 more about the medical condition of their
13 daughter?
14 A I don't recall the time frame.
15 Q Do you recall in 1996 your attorney,
16 Deborah Bushnell, sending a letter to the
17 Schindlers allowing them to now be able to get
18 information about their daughter?
19 A Yeg. I remesmber that.
20 Q Prior to that kind of communication
21 going in 1996 -- so from '93 to 1856, did vyou
22 allow the nursing home to talk to Mr. and Mrs.
23 Schindler ahout their daughtcr's medical
24 condition?

"\(E__J B! <7 et " —j=‘




- 1 Q It's your testimony here today that the o
2 nursing home waas permitted, from 1953 to 1996, Lo
3 discuss Terri's medical condition with the
4 Schindlers?
5 A I believe after I left I told them not
6 to -- to disregard or whatever, that other order.
. 7 ‘ e la —ara— : i - ;
: F’: TR s
9 nursing home was not giving out information during
10 that time frame to Mx. and Mre. Schindler?
11 MR. FELCS: Objection. Lack of
12 foundation.

THE COURT: Overruled.

A I'm sorry. Repeat your question.

Q {(By Ms. Campbell) wWould it surprise you
to know that the nursing home was not giving out
information to Mr. and Mrs. Schindler from '92 to
'967

A The way Sabal Palms went, it would not
surprise me. But I know they get information.

Q I'm sorry. What was the last point?

13
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Q From Sabal Falmg?
A Yes.

Q And the different facilities that you
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you ever requested as the guardian as to whether

or not thecre were any advanced directives frow

Theresa Schiavo?

A From the hospital?

Q Yes.

A I don't remember any of those,

Q Un any of the hospital admission dates,

do you recall anyone from admissions going over
paperwork with you?

A Yeah .

Q Do you recall them asking you whether or
not Theresa Schiavo had any advanced directives
guch as a living will?

A I don't recall them asking that.

Q What do you believe that your testimony
would have been to that? What do you think your
answer would have been?

A If they would have asked me at that time
frame that she was -~

0 The question is whether or nect she had a
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living will?
A My answer would be no. 8he does not

have a living will.

Th "m 1 ma-

a7

6 reimbursement to you of the Schindlers for some
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money for a credit card decbt?

A This -- I don't recall that.
o In 1593, do you recall an attorney Jan
Piper?

A Yes. I do.

0 Do you recall Mr, pPiper sending a letter
to Mr. and Mrs. Schindier on your behalf demanding
payment of, a refund of some credit card debt?

A I remember him sending a letter. T
don't know if it was about a credit card.

Q What was your recollection of what was
the dispute between you and Mr. and Mrs.
Schindlex?

A I don't remember, bul I don't think it
was a credit card.

0 You do recall Mr. Piper sending a letter
on your behalf to the Schindlers? A demand
letter?

A I do recall that. Yes.
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Q Is it your testimony here today that
you never agreed with Mr. and Mrs. Schindler to
reimburse them for any of the expenses that they

had advanced Lo you and Terri in the way of moving

expenses?

A I never agreed with them.

Q You never agreed to reimhirse them?

A I never agreed. They never even brought
it up.

Q S0 your testimony is today that you and

the Schindlers never discussed repayment of any of
the loansg made to you?
A No. We have never discussed that.

MR. FELOS: Your Honor, objection. The
dquestion is improper because the witness has
denied that there were any loans. The question
is --

THE COURT: The question is did you ever
agree to reimburse. I don't know how you
categorize it. We can get real technieal. I
think the Court understands the nature of the
gquestion. I will allow it.

MS. CAMPBELL: The qguestion went toc a
discussion between he and the Schindlers, and T

believe the answer was no. There was no other
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discussions. No further questions.
THE COURT: Thank you. Redirect?

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

8%
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Schiavo, there was some testimony about life
insurance. Was in fact the payments that Terri

received disability payments from Prudential?

A Yeg.

Q Not life insurance benefits?

A Yeg.

Q You also testified about social security

benefits. I recall you gaying that Terri did not
receive gocial security benefits. Was that during

the time she was receiving disability from

Prudential?
A Say it again to me.
Q Did Terri ever -- did Terri ever receive

any social security benefits while she was
receiving digability payments from Prudential?

A No.

0 bid she receive social security payments
after that?

A Yes.

Q In fact, are you aware of any written
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