Words from the Wise


by Jim Lindberg (Pennywise’s vocalist)





How one should live one’s life in the face of pervasive evil in the world, both physical and social. A satire of all the dogmas and fanaticism people use to disguise their naked self interest a world where the innocent suffer with the guilty. hostility towards all extremes and all forms of absolutism and fanaticism; religious and political separatism optimistic rationalism the melioristic position - small immediate reforms on a local level to global concerns Rabid nationalism and war. Religious inhumanity. Human illusions. manifestations of human cruelty based on hypocrisy and greed. The innocent suffer with the guilty. Utopian dream of human happiness Meliorism based on honest labor and cooperation and a realistic view of the possible Progressive education. �Realist- able to recognize that society cannot just return to primitive forms of organization Visions of a social order that would enhance human freedoms to the greatest possible extent An implicit contract made among free citizens to yield their absolute individualism to a state in which the general public would represent their own best interests Modern man stripped of God, alienated from nature, tyrannized by frightening political and religious ideologies, isolated and divided even against themselves Alien acknowledging the emptiness of the heavens, people can never the less take joy in their own animal vitality and in that of nature, living justly and lovingly with their fellows and themselves�Absurd- human beings position confronted with a world without hope or meaning and faced with the painful contradiction between their longing for immortality and their knowledge of their eventual death a person becomes a rebel at the point when he or she says no to oppressive patterns of society and accepts the challenge of forging personal and social values that affirm life much of the ache and brooding unhappiness in life is the result of the difficulty people experience in using themselves fully We perform compartmentalized acts in a compartmentalized world. We are reined in physically, socially and spiritually This diminishes our capacity for moral response To create a moral summons Work then without disputing it. It is the only way to render life supportable. It is not the attainability of perfection that matters, but the pursuit of it. We need not torture ourselves about the nature of human purpose Ideas of men, that others then give allegiance have lifted up our civilization Whence the universe came or whither it is bound or how it happens to be at all, Knowledge cannot tell me Only this; that the will to live is present everywhere, even as in me. �Reverence for human suffering and human life for the smallest and most insignificant must be the inviolable law to rule the world from now on. In doing so we do not replace old slogans with new ones, and imagine that some good may come from high sounding speeches and pronouncements. We must recognize that only a deep seated change of heart spreading from one person to another can achieve such a thing in this world. Time to build a new humanity Leading men toward a true, inalienable ethic of our own, based on reverence for Life Wherever you see life, that is yourself I cannot avoid compassion for that which is called life. That is the beginning and foundation of morality. Modest words that are rich in meaning It is a harsh mystery why some people can behave so cruelly�A world given over to ignorance and egotism People will soon stop killing people, animals, insects..taking pleasure in killing any living thing will be seen as a mental aberration. All the killing that necessity imposes upon us will be done with sorrow and not for sport It is our duty to share and maintain life If you are denied pain you must help to ease the pain of others The highest insight a man can attain is a yearning for peace for the union of his will with an infinite will. All nations the whole of humanity should constantly progress toward perfection. We must search for these conditions and hold fast to these ideals. If we do this our finite spirit will be in harmony with the infinite. Thinking about death in this way can produce a true love for life. When we are familiar with death we accept each week, each day as a gift. Only if we are able to accept this life-bit by bit- does it become precious. By contemplating death, staring it in the face can we be delivered from our baser self, from fear and hatred. �Some words/lyrics/attitudes glorify the ideology of inhumanity. The idea that we are all human beings together has become lost in war and politics. We regard each other only as members of a people either allied with us or against us; and our approach; prejudice, sympathy or antipathy are all conditioned by that. our responses to it. We must rediscover the fact that we are all human beings - all together - and must strive to help and share the burdens of one another. The only way out of today’s misery is for people to become worthy of each other’s trust Mistrust is paralyzing. Another new spirit must enter the people. Time to adopt a new world view. True Democracy. I am worried about present day journalism. The emphasis on negative is much too strong. Often, news about events marking great progress is overlooked. It makes for a negative or discouraging atmosphere. There is danger that people may lose faith in the forward direction of humanity. Real progress is related to the belief that it is possible. �Over-organization of public life. A properly ordered environment is the result and condition of our civilization. But it can become too much at the expense of our spiritual life. Advance causes for health and research but reduce industrial waste It is only when the spirit of peace thoroughly awakens and takes possession of people’s hearts that humanity can be saved from perishing Lately we are guilty of atrocious acts of inhumanity We have to concede the right to defend yourself but using a weapon against anyone else for whatever reason should be considered amoral. We must always got to the farthest limits of possibility to keep peace. The quest for utopia; pursuing our dreams for a better society The search for utopia is a supremely important task; especially today when either progress or total destruction seem equally plausible. Erasmus. condemns the idleness and venality of society, violence, war, avaricious world leaders, the ignoble pursuit of material riches. �Work hard. All work is for the benefit of the community thieves and criminals must make restitution to their victims or face hard labor doing public works. subordinate individual interest to the objective good of the community All decisions, laws and bills , must be reached, decided upon by consensus Free enterprise with a communal society. Taking the only best tenets of socialism, capitalism, communism and form a better political response - closer to the true needs and voice of the people. Utopian thinking is universal and eternal The highest pursuit of Man. Many people accept a society of political hierarchies, religious violence, hatred; accepting a life of misery and apathy.. People simply adjust to what seems like an unchangeable world Look at the radical changes that have shaped mankind, they were all started by the ideas of a few people that others pledge allegiance to. The condition of human kind is not immutable. Utopians need not assume the perfection of mankind; they are reformers aiming at the improvement of the society, one in which we can thrive. We must try to gauge the drift of events to chart a course toward a possible utopia. Can’t wait for it. It must be actively pursued.. �Extensive social welfare system that doesn’t coddle it’s subjects but is a support system that each person has an equal opportunity to become self-sufficient and a productive member of society. Free education and health care, profit sharing, public cooperatives for family staples, food and clothing. Respect for civil liberties. Spending large portion of national income helping those less fortunate. Social democracy. Encourage dissent. Welfare capitalism. benefits of accumulation open to all. Housing provided for the aged and sick. Celebrate the good things in life Advocate humaneness toward all. Envince an active optimism about the future. Worship the creation outside an organized gathering. Take pleasure in life as a tribute to the creator, our universe. A consumer cooperative where the public buy groceries, clothes and furniture then divide the profits of the enterprise. Gain your livelihood in private capitalistic business. Free trade. Individuals, corporations and cooperatives not the state own and manage the essential means of production Govt. presides over money supply and economic controls, utilities, environmental concerns, telephone. �Citizens must be able to count on free medical care, education, decent home food and clothing (base amount) unemployment assistance child rearing costs, care in old age, burial. Free 6 week vacations. Free education in excellent schools Freedom to choose between public and private medical services and pensions Extensive ombudsman system to help with bureaucracy, medical, home , tax problems Humane traditions of welfare state should be pared between systems used now by US and Denmark. With a true passion for equality you can institutionalize state procedures that guarantee the basic physical needs of their citizens young and old. Partial payment for some services Marxist utopias are steeped in the rhetoric of the necessity of a violent revolution of the upper class. instead there must be a more peaceful solution to eradicate class bias. Instead, use taxes more wisely, creatively to raise the level of the working poor and promote equal opportunity for all. A society loyal to the ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity. Seeking a major improvement in the human condition must believe in principal these ideas are applicable to all mankind�Alterations in social institutions can change human nature system today is like a straight jacket turning normal people crazy Seeking to create a social environment that would mold better people These ideas are harmless in themselves but in the hands of fanatics can lead to all forms of tyranny. Many people when faced with such a world retreat, or succumb to cynicism, resignation or fantasy. Everyone pursues their own private interest without regards to the needs of the community. Anti-utopianism - Apathy - people begin to accept that society can’t change Paramount goal should be to release people from suffering entailed by hunger disease ignorance and poverty Utopias must be pragmatic and pluralistic rather than dogmatic and unchanging Attainment of complete happiness is almost impossible but is up to each individual to strive for trying to eliminate tendencies of greed, aggression and overt selfishness Urge for adventure, metaphysical longings, desire for autonomy and insatiable curiosity. �Society must provide public with right and opportunity to dissent. Dissent cannot be stifled The most productive economies are those that work through individual incentives and private ownership of production and prevail in an environment that provides health education and welfare The achievement of economic equality need not undermine individual incentives Results in reduction of social pathology and crime elimination of dire poverty Utopias built in violence rarely achieve their aims or goals Bloodshed will reproduce old hatreds Evolution not Revolution! Moderate well informed leaders willing to compromise end to fanaticism and dogmatism. The gradual emergence of a social welfare system. Encourage a high rate of savings among citizens Create an environment where citizens expect and receive fair treatment as well as reasonable incentives based on merit educational system based on intellectual scope and vocational skills. Analytical faculties and creativity �Mixed economy public funds provide public goods but each individual can pursue their private goals in the production of goods and services Create stable representative political systems Mediate old antagonisms in search for mutual prosperity to bridge the gulf between rich and poor, homeless, and starving counteract the tendency towards expanding scale, complexity, and bureaucracy Provide a pragmatic course for actions. creative educational initiatives to upgrade the skills of workers and rehabilitate criminals stronger work and child support requirements for parents make people want to wear protection Americans spend only 10% of total federal spending on helping the poor and homelss..160 billion into defense To remind us of our countries ethical origins Test of any society should be how they deal with wealth and poverty Less poverty = less violence Democracy relies on our ability to make change and bring our influence to bear Pluralistic self-government requires that no monopolies either government or business should be powerful enough to dictate the political choices of their constituencies Direct democracy through referendum voters reject a law already passed by a majority of parliament. expansion of the role of the independent democratic and self-governed groups within our polity groups and union help protect the individual from manipulation The poor lack organized advocates To correct the imbalances of power Work at regular job 4 days a week; volunteer 1 day a week. Teach children altruism Working for the betterment of their community, state and world A person, a community, a society that strives to actualize itself; become its goals Emotional satiation at the price of suppressing basic human urges, enjoyments is not worth it. opportunities to create a free pluralistic community of autonomous reasonable people Agnosticism If you believe progress is possible then you have a belief in utopia Urging societies to strive for an imperfect republic in which citizens would learn to minimize injustice and suffering Man is nothing else than what he makes of himself. Subjectivity. 





