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An Alternative Way to use Free PDF

This document describes and alternate way to use Free PDF.
This method:
¢ Avoids having to use RedMon (and RedRun), but is not as seamless.

e Can be used in conjunction with the normal method of using Free PDF.

e Isalso N own a@?stScr'p@ , u canjust right click
onth convert t 0 s!

This page is available in viewable or Downloadable PDF Format:

New Free PDF Alternative Method Page in PDF format
or
New Free PDF Alternative Method Page in PDF format (Zipped)

Adding a'Convert to PDF using Free PDF' item
to Windows Explorer's'Context M enu'
for fileswith .psor .prn extensions

This document explains how to create a new windows 'file type' called 'Printer
Files and associate this type with certain extensions (‘ps and 'prn'
recommended). Doing this allows you to just right click on a Postscript file
(with those extensions) in Windows Explorer, and have a'Convert to PDF
using Free PDF' choice in your pop-up ‘context menu'
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NOTE: You still need GhostScript and a properly configured PostScript
Printer Driver (asdescribed in the Configuration Page) for this method to
work

Overview of Steps

This processisfairly easy, especially for people who are Windows 'Savvy'.
The stepsinvolved are:

e Create and Configurethe'RunFRPDF.bat' Batch file
o Open Windows Explorer and navigate to the'c: \ f r eepdf ' folder

oDoaFil e>New>' Text file'
o Change the name to 'RunFRPDF. bat '

o Edit the file and paste in the supplied code

e e

s 'Close on Exit'

e Createthe new 'Convert to PDF using Free PDF' Windows File Type
by either:
o The Hard Way... Doing it yourself using the directions
OR

o The Easy Way... Associating Free PDF With an Extension in
Explorer Easy "Merge" Registry export Method

e Test the new associated File Type

e Being aware of the Upgrade | ssue

Create and Configurethe'RunFRPDF.bat' Batch file

Do the Following:



1. Open Windows Explorer and navigate to the 'c:\freepdf\ folder

2. Do aFileeNew>'Text file

EY Exploring - freepdf M =] E
J File Edit “iew Go Favortes Tool:  Help |J Address II:I C:hfreepdf "I |-
5 lde L | = | x
Ereate Shoneut @ Shortcut e IInhdo Delete  Properties Wiews
I EE'E‘E 2] ErZip Archive Sizz | Tope [ Madiied |
e F_E”ar—':? File Folder 741700 2:23 AM
S S7KE Adobedc.. 473400543 PM
wide 1 [C) 59 Briefoase SKE  leon 5/26/00 509 PM
v [freepdf Microsaft Data Link 1B Eu:unflgl..uat... 7420000 2:43 PM
R —— B Charffics 5.1 Chart 136KE  LOG File FA20400 244 P
a”’ e tarDifin & 1 Formu EIZKE  Application  5/31/001:13 &M
e | stardffice 2.1 Formula 2B TolScipt  5/31/001:13 AM
D darrlaad StarQffice 5.1 DTEIWIFIQ E27ER .ﬂ.ppllcatlnn 7A0400 131 PM
-] Eudora StarQifice 5.1 Presentation 131KB PS5 File 7420400 2:43 PM
; g “E"t' F StaDffice 5.1 Spreadshest 1IKE TestDoc.. 5/31/001:22 &M
{:l::n:ht [ StarOffice 5.1 Master document 1B TewtDoc.. 543100 1:24 AM
. D freepdfde Starlffice 5.1 Text document 1B TewtDoc.. 549400770 PM
_____ D prDﬂtS "'."IIH ESC[IDt SDfll:lt FIlE ?KB TEHt DDC 5.‘"31 ."IE":' 12':' .":".M
" i . YiRC '37 IRC Server Connection 77 1KB M\\ L2000 243 FM
5 Wy DopurErT— R A ) 1ke MsDES . ?fzawaaﬂ 29 FM
{0 Palak | D ; / /) /\ L ) // “// / f
/Program F et | / | / — ]
/ /J , \‘ \ % ‘ L // // /f ,/ /
\ // \\ @ - \
3. Change the name to Ru n FPDF bat
""" Z] readme.tut ?KB Te:-:t D-:u:... 5;’31 A001: 2EI .-’-'-.M
. anFFDF ba OkE  TestDoc.. 7524400 3:48 PM
4. Click yeson the 'Rename' Dialog
Rename |

L'7

[f you change a filename extenzion, the file may become unusable.

Are pou sure you want ko change it?

: .::':-;F.ur|FF'[.|F.I:.:r

OvD kAT Tmc

Open
Erirk

6. Pastein the Following Code in Notepad and then do a File>Save and a



File>Exit.
@cho off
echo Converting %4 to a PDF using Free PDF

cd c:\freepdf

C\freepdf\frpdf 095. EXE "" "%"
&li RunFPDF.bat - Notepad . =]
File  Edit Search Help
-
[
7. Right click on the 'RunFPDF.bat' file and select 'Properties
|_| lizshart. b=t LEEE /314001
| message. bt Riename 5M5/007
Properties 2/31/001
- 7424400 3

1. Chang@the Run J 05M|h|m|

g%\ \

2. c:heck théﬁ'Closéﬁﬂ eXrHaheckbOw

8. Click onﬁ’egm %ed/g/ \ ;f /é,,

3. Click on 'Ok’




RunFPDF.bat Froperties Ed |
General Program | Fant I Memu:uryl Screenl Mizc I
LS RIUMFPDF
e |
Crnd line: IE:'xFFIEEF'DF'xHLINFF'DF.Bf-‘-.T
Wwiorking: I

Batch file: |

Shortcut key: IN ane

Bur: IMinimized j

Advanced... | Ehangelmn...l

k. I Cancel | Apply |

7 ‘ / ) “/‘ . \ ‘—///

N ‘
Asseeratlng Hréfb/ ith an/Ex(e;/son |? EXereFer
||| |"Dgit Yoursdf! Method -

\l (

What you need to do now isto tell Windows to put this on the '‘Context Menu'
when you right click on afilewith a'.ps or ".prn' extension.
Do this by:

1. In Windows Explorer, on the menu, click on "Tools and select 'Folder
Options

J File Edit Miew Go Favoites | Tools  Help |J.-’-‘-.g||:|ress ||:| C
@ . =+ | [ |2 |
Back o Up Map Hetwork Drive...

Dizconnect Metwark Drive. .

Folderz B

nchronize. .

@ Deszktop =

EI . I'-.-1_I,I Enmputer Folder Options...

2. Inthe 'Folder Options Diaog, Click on the 'New Type' button



Folder Options |

Generall igw  File Topes |

He iztered file bypes:

ivord D ocument i’ Mew Type...
L._ Address Book File
'E.ﬁ.dube Acrobat Document Bemove
'@.ﬁ.dube Acrobat Farms Documernt
@.&IFF Format Sound Edi...
Animated Curgor
E.ﬁ.pplicatinn
@ ART Image
@.&U Farmat 5 ound ;I
— File type detailz

E stension: AR ZABW

Content Type [MIME]:  applicationabiward

Openz with:

)

/ WMI oy

]

/

3. Inthe‘#dd Néw FlleTypeDmiog, L
1. Change the 'Description of type:' Field to:
Printer Files

2. Change the 'Associated Extension:’ field to
. ps




Add Mew File Type |

Change |con.... |

Dezscription of ppe: IF'rir‘lter Filez

Azzociated extension: I.ps

Content Type [MIME]: | [
Default Extenzion far Content Tope: j
Actions:

Hew. .. | Editi.. | Hemmawe | et lrefault |
[T Enable Quick Yiew ¥ Confirm open after download

V' Alwaps show estension [T Browes in came window

] I Eancel |

ﬁ / *\ ]

T —

| ) L
3. Bel owThe Actlbné'jJst ptess the /\lew / button to create anew
aQM)n L/J \ ,/’ \ ,/ ‘/ - /

4. Inthe'New Actions dialog,
1. Changethe'Action:' Field to:
Convert to PDF using Free PDF

2. Change the 'Application used to perform action’ field to
C. \freepdf\ RUnFPDF. bat "%"

Mew Action |

Action;

IEDnvert to POF using Free PDF | aEk. I
C I

Application uzed to perform action: il

IE:Hfreepdf"-.FiunFF'DF.l:uat AR Browse... |

[T UszeDDE

3. Click on'OK'
5. Back now inthe'Add New File Type Dialog, WITH THE



Convert to PDF using Free PDF
ACTION HIGHLIGHTED,
below the 'Actions list, click on the 'Set Default' button

Thiswill change the font to bold of the
Convert to PDF using Free PDF

entry
Add New File Type EE
Change lzon... |
Description of type: IF'rinter Filesz

Azzociated extenszion: I.ps

Content Type (MIME]: | =]
Default Egtenzion for Content Tope: j
Achions:

Lonvert bo PDF using Free PDE

/ — *w | / / N

: T — [ |
[ / /'J ‘ “ /‘/ —//
ﬂew./ Eyﬁit.. | éemwg/ |Q;et%)efault | L/ / // / // /o
: : / T f/ L,/ /] /‘/
r Ena@ulck "\.-"IE% / i g@nwnlnad L, / // "!

V| Always show extenzion [T Browee ih same window

Cloze I [Eanee] |

- VT AN\ —
|/

6. Still inthe'Add New File Type Dialog, Click on the 'Change I con'
button,

and in the 'File Name' Field pastein
C.\freepdf\fpdf.ico

0 this




Change'lcon |

Eile name:
""" INDOWS S YS TEMSshell 32, dll

HH @ @@@-.gﬁl
SPUNR Y YA
% re? .

I LI
k. I Cancel | Browse... |
Becomes
Change:lcon |
IEiIe name: TN ) — 7 )
C:vrespdiifpdfico TV ], N\ ) //ﬁ\\ |/
o1 o /_///////—
Current icor: - [ // /
g [ [ | [ ~— // / L// [
L (. NN J L ( ( (e
PDF
KN 12
Cancel | Browse... |

and click on the 'Ok’ Button
7. Now your 'Add New File Type' dialog should look like this




Add New File Type |

IT

PDF

Diescription of type: IF'rinter Filesz

Azzociated extenzion: I.ps

Content Type [MIME] | =]
Default Extension for Content T ype: j
Actions:

Convert to PDF using Free PDF

Mew... | Edi... | Hemove | ﬁetDefauItl

[T Enable Quick Wiew ¥ Confirm open after download

W &lways show extension [ BrEwEe m same e e

Cloze | [Earze| |
} \,\‘ / . ’\\ ’\/‘ J—j"
Click oh the Clﬁut;on}/ ) ) w [
; /‘ / / ,f / / /y,‘

8. Inthe Fol der Opt|onstd+al og%’n ck on the Cl oseBUt}on /
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Folder Options |
Generall Wiew  File Types |

Regiztered file vpes:

@ Poveerdrchiver file ;I MNew Type. .
PPwizard Source File -
|ﬂ PPwizard Source Header Bemove

. Frinter Files
!1 Public: K.ey Security Object
B, Python File

& Python File [mo console]
@ LUALCOMM PureVoice File
E] Fiating System File ;I

— File type detailz

T
i .
E =tenzion: PS5

Content Type [MIME]:

Openz with: RUNFPDF

S ) » h\"\, / /—/
= ﬁ@ﬁl sl | |||
andyoureDONEL || | ]

{ L

9. Repeat this whole process of ' Associating Free PDF With an Extension
in Explorer

"Doit Yourself* Method' for the'.prn' extension or use the method
below

Associating Free PDF With an Extension in Explorer
Easy "Merge" Registry export Method

Alternatively, you can just Double Click on the 'PrinterFiles.reg’ registry
export file supplied with the Zipped version of this document in PDF form,
and Click on 'Ok’ to include them into your registry.

Back up your Registry First!

By clicking on 'PrinterFiles.reg’ registry export file, you indicate your
agreement to not hold The ZipGuy responsible for any Registry problems
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resulting from this action.

The Contents 'PrinterFiles.reg’ registry export file are;

REGEDI T4
[ HKEY_LOCAL_MACHI NE\ Sof t war e\ CLASSES) . ps]

@"psfile"

[ HKEY LOCAL_MACHI NE\ Sof t war e\ CLASSES\ . pr n]
@"psfile"

[ HKEY_LOCAL_MACHI NE\ Sof t war e\ CLASSES\ psfi | e]
@"Printer Fil es"

"Edi t Fl ags" =hex: 00, 00, 00, 00
" Al waysShowext " =""

[ HKEY_LOCAL_MACHI NE\ Sof t war e\ CLASSES\ psfi |l e\ Shel | ]

@" Convert _ —using_Free_PDF"
[ HKEY_ _LOCA H Sof/t war e\/CLASSES\ ps iz@ |@an ert_t/o_PDF_usi ng
@" Convert /t o PDF usin r "

[ HKEY_LOCAL_MACHI NE\ Sof t war e\ CLASSES\ psfil e\ Shel | \ Convert _to_PDF_usi ng
@" C.\\freepdf\\ RunFPDF. bat \"o%d\""

[ HKEY_ _LOCAL_MACHI NE\ Sof t war e\ CLASSES\ psfi |l e\ Defaul t 1 con]
@"C \\freepdf\\fpdf.ico, Q"

Test the new associated File Type

What you need to do now isto test the new batch file and 'File Type'. Do this
by:

o Opening an application which can use one of your Postscript driversto
print

e File>Open afile



e Printit... BUT
Check the 'Print to File' checkbox

e Save the Postscript with a'.ps extension
o Open Explorer, navigate to the folder in which you just saved thefile
e Doubleclick on it! Free PDF should open!

Upgrade I ssue

Keep in mind that, when, and if, you upgrade to a newer version Free PDF, it
will be necessary to edit the 'RunFPDF. bat ' batch fileinthe'c: \ f r eepdf
folder.

Y ou will need to change the Digits portion of the executable's name to match
the new versi on's name.

So, for examipl&top 95tov 9 U would heed to change
(InC\fre/e F{u FP % @ J/(? | Lﬁ

L q
C\freepdf\frpdf095 EXE "0/(1'
NN\
................. | ]
to
C\freepdf\frpdf 098. EXE "" "%"
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